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PREFACE. 



T NOW difcharge my promife, and complete 
my defign of writing the Hiflory of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, both 
in the Weft and the Eaft. The whole period 
extends from the age of Trajan and the An- 
.tonines, to the taking of Conftantinople by 
Mahomet the Second : and includes a review 
of the Crufades, and the ftate of Rome 
during the middle ages. Since the publica- 
tion of the firft*' volume, twelve years have 
elapfed ; twelve years, according to my wifli, 
" of health, of leifure, and of perfeverance.” 
I may now congratulate my deliverance from 
a long and laborious fervice, and my fatisfac- 
tion will be pure and perfedt, if the public 
favour fliould be extended to the conclufion 
of my work. 

^ Alluding to the quaito edition? in which thp work 
originally publiihed. 
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It was my firft intention to have collefted, 
under one view, the numerous authors of 
every age and language, from whom I have 
derived the materials of this hiftory; and I 
am ftill convinced that the apparent oftenta- 
tion would be more than compenfated by 
real ufe. If I have renouneed this idea, if I 
have declined an undertaking which had ob- 
tained the approbation of a mafter-artift*, my 
excufe may be found in the extreme difficulty 
of affigning -a-psapej:, meafure to fa ch a cata- 
logue. A naked lift of names and editions 
would not be fatisfa6tory either to myfelf or 
my readers ; the charadlers of the principal 
Authors of the Roman and Byzantine Hiftory 
have been occafionally conne6ted with the 
events which they defcribe ; a more copious 
and critical enquiry might indeed deferve, but 
it would demand, an elaborate volume, which 
might fwell by degrees into a general library 
of hiftorical writers. For the prefent I lhall 
content myfelf with renewing ray ferious pro- 
feftation, that I have always endeavoured to 
draw from the fountain-head ; that my curiofity, 
as well as a fenfe of duty, has always urged me 
to ftudy the originals; and that, if they have 

* See Dr.Robertfon’s preface to hie Hiliory of America. 
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fometimes eluded my fearch, I have carefully 
marked the fecondary evidence, on whofe faith 
a palTage or a fafit were reduced to depend. 

I fliall foon revifit the banks of the lake of 
Laufanne, a country which I have known and 
loved from my early youth. Under a mild 
government, amidft a beauteous landlkip, in a 
life of leifure and independence, and ampug-a 
people of eafy and elegant manners, I have 
enjoyed, and' may again nope to enjoy, the 
varied pleafures of retirement and fociety. 
But I lhall ever glory in the name and cha- 
ra6ter of an Englilhman : I am proud of my 
birth in a free and enlightened country; and 
the approbation of that country is the bell and 
moll honourable reward of my labours. Were 
I ambitious of any other pntron than the 
Public, I would infcribe this work to a Statef^ 
man, who, in a long, a ftormy, and at length 
an unfortunate adminiflration, had many poli- 
tical opponents, almoft without a perfonal 
enemy: who has retained, in his fall from 
power, many faithful and dilinterefted friends i 
and who, under the preffure of fevere infir- 
mity, enjoys the lively vigour of his mind, 
and the felicity of his incomparable temper. 
Loed Nokth will permit me to exprefs the 

feelings 


feelings of friendaip in the language of truth: 
hut even truth and frlendlhip (hould be filent, 

if he ftiU difpenfed the favours of the crown. 

In a remote folitude, vanity may ftiU whifper 
in my ear. that my readers, 
enquire, whether, in the conclufton of the 
prefent work, I am now taking an everlrf ,g 
Lewell. They lhall hear all that I know 
myfelf, all that I could reveal to the moll xnt - 
evtiitra friphd’‘*"The‘iiwriw&of aiStion or filence 

“ now egnally balanced i nof cW l^ro 

pounce in my mod fecret thoughts, on which 
fide the fcale will preponderate. ^ 

diffemble that Six ample Quartos mull have 

tried, and may have exhaulled, the indulgence 
of the public ; that in the repetition of hmilai 
attempts, a fuccefsful author has much more 
to lofe than he can hope to gain; that i am 
now defcending into the vale of years *, and 
that the moll refpeaahle of my countrymen, 
the men whom I afpire to imitate, have 
refigned the pen of hillory about the fame 
period of their lives. Yet I confider that the 
annals of ancient and modern times may afford 
many rich and interefting fubjeas-, that I am 
ftill poffefled of health and leifure ; that by the 
praaice of writing, fome Ikill and facility mull 



be acquired ; and that, in the ardent purfuit of 
truth and knowledge, I am not confcious of de- 
cay. To an a6live mind, indolence is more pain- 
ful than labour ; and the firft months of my 
liberty will be occupied and amufed in the ex- 
curfions of curiofity and tafte. By fuch temp- 
tations, I have been fometimes feduced from the 
rigid duty even of a pleafing and voluntary 
talk : but my time will now be my own ; and 
in the ufe or abufe of independence, I lhall 
no longer fear my own reproaches or thofe of 
my friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee : next fummer and the following winter 
will rapidly pafs away ; and experience only can 
determine whether I lhall ftill prefer the free- 
dom and variety of lludy to the defign and 
compofition of a regular work, which animates, 
while it confines, the daily application of the 
Author. Caprice and accident may influence 
my choice ; but the dexterity of felf-love . will 
contrive to applaud either active indullry, or 
philofophic repofe. 

DoWNING-STREE*! 

May 1, 1788* 
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P. 5. I ftall embrace this opportunity of in- 
troducing two wrM remarks, which have not 
conveniently offered themfelves to my notice. 

I . As often as I. ufe the definitions of beyond the 
Alps, the Rhine, the Danube, &e. I generally 
fuppofe myfelf at Rome, and afterwards at Con- 
ftantmople; without obferving whether this rela- 
tive geography may agree with the local, but 
vai'iable, fituation of the reader j or the hiftoiian. 
fii elpecially of 

Oriental origin, it Ihould he always ^Onrratoi to 
exprefs in our Englilhverfion, a faithful copy of 
the original. But this rule, which is founded on 
a jufl; regard to uniformity and truth, muff often 
be relaxed ; and the exceptions will be limited or 
enlarged 'by the ouftom of the language and the 
tafte of the intei’preter. Our alphabets may be 
often defe<aive: aharlb founds an uncouthlpell- 
ing,,mftghtiaffend the ear or the eye of our-coun- 
trymen j and fome words, notorioufly corrupt, are 
fixed, and, as it were, naturalized in the vulgar 
tongue. The prophet Makommedxm no longer 
be llripped of the famous, though improper, ap- 
pellation of Mahomet : the well known cities of 
Aleppo, Damafcus, and Cairo, would almoft be 
loft in the ftrangedefcriptions of Haleb^BamaJhli, 
m^AlCoMra: the titles and offices of the Otto- 
14, man 
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man empire are fafliioned by the practice of three 
hundred years j and we are pleafed to blend the 
three Chinefe monofyliables, Con-{f^tzee^ in the 
refpedtable name of Confucius, or even to adopt 
the Portuguefe corruption of Mandarin. But I 
would vary the ufe of Zoroafler and Zerdiifht, as 
I drew my information from Greece or Perfia: 
fince our connedtion with India, the genuine Ti~ 
mour is reftored to the throne of Tamerlane: our 
moft correct writers have retrenched the .4/, the 
fuperfluous article, from the Koran; andwe efcape 
an ambiguous termination, by adopting Mqjlem 
inftead of Mufulman, in the plural number. In 
thefe, and in a thouiand examples, the fliades of 
diftindlion are often minute ; and I can feel, where 
I cannot explain, the motives of my choice. 

*#* At the end of the Hiftory, the reader will find a Genera! 
Index: to the whole Work, which has been drawn up by a 
iwrfbn frequently employed in works of this nature. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Zetio and AnaJiaJiuSy Emperors of tlie Eqjl.- — Birth^ 
Education,, andjirjl Exploits of Theodoric the 
OJirogoth. — His Inmfion and Conquejl of Italy ^ 
— The Gothic Kingdom of Italy.— -State of the 
Weft. -^Military and Civil Government. — The 
Senator Boethius. — Lqjl A6ts and Death of 
Theodoric. 


A fter the fail of the Roman Empire in chap. 

the Weft, an interval of fifty years, till the 
memorable reign of Juftinian, is faintly marked a.d. 
by the obfcure names and imperfedl annals of 47<5— 5*7- 
Zeno, Anaftafius, and Juftin, who fucceffively af- 
cended the throneof Conftantinople. During the 
fame period, Italy revived and fiouriflied under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 

. VOL. VII. B have 


a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A p. have deferved a ftatiie among the beft and bravell 
XXXIX. of the ancient Romans. 

Birth iuii Theodoric the Ottrogoth, the fourteenth in li- 
cducation neal defcent of the I’oyal line of the Amali', was 
Lric/° born in tln^ neighbourhood of Vienna’' two years 
after the death of Attila. A recent vi6tory had 
«5— 475- j.gfl;Qj.ed the independence of the Oftrogothsj and 
the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and Wi- 
diinir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counfels, had feparately pitched their habitations 
in the fertile though defolateprovince of Pannonia. 
The Huns Hill threatened their revolted fubjefils, 
but their bally attack was repelled by the Angle 
forces of Walamir, and the new^of his vidlory 
reached the diftant camp of his brother in the 
fame aufpiciousmoment that the favoui'ite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a fon andheir. 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was re- 
luctantly yielded by his father to the public in- 
tei'eft, as the pledge of an alliance which Leo, 
Emperor of the Eaft, had confented to jiurchafe 
by an annual fubfidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold. The royal hoftage was educated at Con- 
ftantinople with care and tendernefs. His body 

* Jornandes ( de rebus .Geticis, c. 13, 14* p.63t9} 630. edit. Grot.) has 
drawn the pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the Anfes or Demi- 
gods, who lived about the time of Domitian. CalBodorius, the firft who 
celebrates the royal race of the Amali ( Variar. viii. 5. ix. 315, x. xi. i.)^ 
reckons the grandfon of Theodoric as the xviith in defcent. * Pering- 
- ' iciold (the Swedifii commentator of Cochloeus, Vit. Theodoric, p, 27 1> 

&c. Stockholm, 1699,) labours to connedl this genealogywith the legends 
or ti*aditions of his native country. 

^ More coiredlly on the banks of the lake Pelfo (Nicufiedler-fee) near 
Carnuntum, almoft on the fame fpot where Marcus Antoninus com- 
pofed his meditations (Jornandes, c. 5 a. p. 659. Severin. Pannonia 
lEuiftrata, p. %%* Gellarius. Ceograph. Antiq. tom. hp.3jo.) 
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ms formed to all the exercifes of war, his mind c h a p. | 

was expanded by the habits of liberal converfa- xxxix. | 

tion ; he frequented the fchools of the moftlkilful } 

mafters j but he difdained or negledted the arts of 
Greeee, and fo ignorant did he always remain of ■ 

the fil’d elements of fcience, that a rude mark was 
contrived toreprefentthefignature of theilliterate 
King of Italy^ As foon as he had attainedtheage 
of eighteen, he was reftored to the wiflies of the 
'■pHrogoths, whom theEmperor atpired to gain by 
liberality and confidence. Walamir had fallen in 
battle; the youngeft of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of Bar- 
barians, and the whole nation acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious 
fubjedts admired the ftrength and ftatue of their 
young prince‘s; and he foon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated from the valour of his an- 
ceftors. At the head of fix thoufand volunteers 
he fecretly left the camp in queft of adventures, 
defcended the Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and foon returned to his father with 
the fpoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van- 
quilhed and llain. Such triumphs, however, were 

3 The fouriirii; letters of his name (SEOA) were infcribed on a gold 
plate, and when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his pen 
through the intervals (Anonym* Valefian* ad Calcem Amm. Marceilin* 
p* 73a.) This authentic fadl, wdth the teftimony of Procopius, or at 
leaft of the contemporary Goths (Gothic. 1 . i. c. 3. p. 311.), far out- 
weighs the vague praifes of Ennodius (Sirmond. Opera, tom. i. p. 1596.) 
and Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 113.), 

. ^ Statura eft quje refignetproceritateregnantem (Ennodius, pa6i4.). 

The Bifliop of Pavia (I mean the ecclefiaftic who wifhed to be a biftiop) 
then proceeds to celebrate the complexion, eyes, hands, &c. of his fo* 
vereign. 

B 3 produftive 



CHAP, produaive only of fame, and the mvinciDie 
XXXIX. trogoths were reduced to extreme diftrefs by the 
— ' want of clothing and food,. They unanimoufly: 
refolved to defert their Pannonian encampments, 
and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine court, which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury fo many 
bands of confederate Goths. After proving by 
feme afts of hoftility that they could be danger- 
bus, or at lead troublefome enemies, the Ultio- 
goths fold at a high price their reconciliation and 
fidelity, accepted a donative of lands and money, 
and were entrufted wiffi the d^e«e of the lower 
Danube, under the command of Theodoric, who 
fu.cceeded after his father’s death to the heredi- 
tary throne of the Amali®. 

The reign An hero, defcended from a race of kinp, nmfi 
A ’ have defpifed the bafe Ifauriaii who was invelled 
474-;9r. with the Roman purple, without any endowments 
of mind or body, without any advantages ot royal 

birth, or fuperior qualifications. After the failure 

of the Theodofian line, the choice of Pulcheria 
and of the fenate might be juftified in fbme mea- 
fure by the chara 6 ters of Martian and Leo, but 
the latter of thefe princes confirmed and diftio- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Afpar and his fons, who too rigoroufly exaaed 
the debt of gratitude and obedience. The in- 
heritance of Leo and of the Eaft was peaceably 

s The ftate of the Oftrogoths, and the firft years of Theodonc are 
found in Jomandes(c. 5*— •56- P- 689—696.) »d Malchus (Excerpt. 
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devolved on his infant grandfon, the fon of his chap. 
danghter Ariadne; and her Ifaurian hulband, the 
fortunate Trafcaliffeus,exchanged that barbarous 
found for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the deceafe of the elder Leo, he approached with 
unnatural refpe6l the throne of his fon, humbly 
received, as a gift, the fecondrank in the empire, 
andfoon excited the publicfufpicionon thefudden 
andprematurddeathof hisyoung colleague, whofe 
life could no longer prombte the fuccefs of his 
ambition. But the palace of Conftantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
paffions: and Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a fentence of 
depofition againft the worthlefs and ungrateful 
fervant on whom fhe alone had bellowed the fcep- 
tre of the Eaft ®. As foon as fhe founded a revolt 
in the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation into 
the mountains of Ifauria, and her brother Bafilif- 
cus, already infamous by his African expedition^, 

■ was unanimoufly proclaimed by the fervile fenate. 

But the reign of the ufurper was Ihort and turbu- 
lent. Bafilifcus prefumed to affalfinate the lover 
of his lifter ; he dared to offend the lover of his 
wife, the %'ain and infolent Harraatius, who, in 
the midll of Aliatic luxury, affe6led the drefs, the 
demeanour, and the furname of Achilles ^ By 
the confpiracy of the malecontents, Zeno was re- 

^ Theophanes (p.iii.) inferts a copy of her^rr^i^Ietters to the pro- 
vinces: *r£ sr* • • # 

Tpaa-KccXXi^ccioy, Scc, Such female pretenlions would have aftonilhed the 
fiaves of the C^efars. 

7 VoLvL p*aoi—ao4. 

^ Suidas, tom.i. p> 33^9 333* edit* Kufter* 
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CHAP, called from exile; the armies.the capital, the pe?- 
. fon of Bafilifcus, were betrayed; and his whole 

family was condemned to the long agony of cold 
and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who 
wanted courage to encounter or to forgive his 
•enemies. The haughty Ipirit of V erina was flill 
incapable of fubmiffion or repofe. She provoked 
the enmity of a favourite general, embraced his 
caufe as foon as he was dilgraced, created a new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raifed an army of 
ieventy thoufand men, and perlifted to the laft 
moment of her life in afiuitlefs rebellion, which, 
according to the falhion of the age, had been pre- 
diQ;ed by ChriftiaP hermits and Pagan magicians. 
While the Eall was afflided by the pafliens ofVe- 
rina, her daughter Ariadne was diftinguilhed by 
the female virtues of mildnefs and fidelity ; flie 
followed her hulband in his exile, and after his re- 
lloration file implored his clemency in favour of 
her mother. On the deceafe of Zeno, Ariadne, 
Of Anaf- the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 
A^b eraperor, gave her hand and the Imperial title to 
491—518. Anallafius, an aged domellic of the palace, who 
July elevation above twenty-feven years, 

and whofe character is attefled by the acclama- 
tion of the people, “ Reign as you have lived® I” 

^ ThecontemporaryhiftoriedofMalclius and Candidiis are loft; but 
fome extra<fts or fragments lia-ve been faved by Photius (Ixxviii. Ixxix. 
p* 1 00 — I o3.),Conftantlnc Porpbyrogenitus (Excerpt. Leg. p. 7 8 — 97,), 
and in various articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The Chronicle of 
MarcelHnus (Imago Hiftoriss) are origiufels for the reigns of Zeno and 
■ Anaftafius ; and I mull acknowledge, almoft for the laft time, my 
obligations to the large and accurate coiledlions of Tillemont (Hift. 
des Emp* tom, vi. p, 47 a— 65 a.}. 
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Whatever fear or afFe<Stion could beftow, was chap. 
profufely laviflied by Zeno on the King of the 
Oftrogoths; the rank of patrician and confiil, the Service 
command of the Palatine troops, an equeftrian “ 
ftatue, a treaftire in gold and filver of many thou- doric, 
fand pounds, the name of foil, and the promife of 
a rich and honourable wife. As long as Theo- 
doric condefcended to ferve, he fupported with 
courage and fidelity the caufe of his benefadtor: 
his rapid march contributed to the reftoration of 
Zeno ; and in the fecond revolt, the Walamirs, as 
they were called, purfued and prefled the Afiatic 
rebels, till they left an eafy vidlory to the Imperial 
troops '®. But the faithful fervant was fuddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who fpread 
the flames of war from Conftantinople to the 
Adriatic; many flourifliing cities were reduced 
to allies, and the agriculture of Thrace was almoll 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
who deprived their captive pealants of the right 
hand that guided the plough". On fuch occa- 
lions, Theodoric fuftained the loud and Ipecious 
reproach of dilloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in- 
fatiate avarice, which could be only excufed by 
the hard neceflity of his fituation. He reigned. 

In Ipfis congreffionis tuse foiibns ceffitinvafor, tump'ofugo per te 
feeptra redderentnr de falutse clubitanti. Ennodius then proceeds 
(p. 1596? 1597* tom*L Sirmond.) to tranfport his hero (on a flying 
dragon ?) into jEthiopia? beyond the tropic of Cancer. The evidence 
of the Valefian Fragment (p. 717.), Liberatus (Brev. Eutych. 0.55. 
p. 1 1 8.), and Theophanes (p. irii.)? is more fober and rational, 

“ This cruel pradiice is fpecially imputed to the Trtarian Goths^ 
lefs barbarous, as it fhould feem, than the Walamirs : but the fon of 
Theodemir, is charged with the ruin of many Roman cities (Malchus 
Excerpt. Leg. p. 95*). 
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not as the monarch, but as the minifter of a fero- 
cious people, whofe fpirit was unbroken by fla- 
very, and impatient of real or imaginary infults. 
Their poverty was incurable: fince the inoft 
liberal donatives were foon diffipated in wafteful 
luxury, and the moll fertile eftates became bar» 
ren in their hands; they defpifed, but they en- 
vied, the laboiious provincials ; and when their 
fubfiflence had failed, the Gftrogoths embraced 
the familiar refources of war and rapine. It had 
been the wifli of Theodoric (fuch at leaft was his 
declaration), to lead a peaceful, obfcure, obe- 
dient life, on the confines of Scythia, till the 
Byzantine court, by fplendid anekfeHacious pro- 
mifes, feduced him to attack a confederate tribe 
of Goths, who had been engaged in the party of 
Bafilifcus. He marched from his ftation in Maefia, 
on the folemn affurance that before he reached 
Adrianople, he Ihould meet a plentiful convoy 
of provifions, and a reinforcement of eight thou- 
fand horfe and thirty thoufand foot, W'hile the 
legions of Afia were encamped at Heraclea to 
fecond his operations. Thefe meafures were dif- 
appointed by mutual jealoufy. As he advanced 
into Thrace, the fon of Theoderair fbundan inhof- 
pitable folitude, and his Gothic followers, with 
an heavy train of liorfes, of mules, and of wag- 
gons, were betrayed by their guides among the 
rocks and precipices of Mount Sondis, where he 
was affaulted by the arras and invedtives of Theo- 
doric the fon of Triariiis. From a neighbouring 
height, his artful rival harangued the camp of 
the WalamirSt and branded their leader with the 

oppro- 
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opprobrious names of child, of madman, of per- chap. 
jured traitor, the enemy of his blood and nation. 

“ Are you ignorant,” exclaimed the fon of 
Triarius, “ that it is the conllant policy of the 
“ Romans to deflroy the Goths by each other’s 
“ fwords ? Are you -infenfible that the vidtor in 
“ this unnatural conteft will be expofed, and 
“ juftly expofed, to their implacable revenge ? 

“ Where are thofe warriors my kinfmen and thy 
“ own, whofe widows now lament, that their 
lives were facrificed to thy ra£h ambition ? ' 

“ Where is the wealth which thy foldiers pot 
“ feffed when they were firft allured from their 
“ native homes to inlift under thy ftandard B 
“ Each of them was then mafter of three-or four 
horfes ; they now follow thee on foot like 
“ Haves, through the defarts of Thrace ; thofe 
“ men who were tempted by the hope of meafuiv 
“ ing gold with a bulhel, thofe brave men who 
“ are as free and as noble as thyfelf.” A lan- 
guage fo well fuited to the temper of the Goths, 
excited clamour and difcontent ; and the fon of 
Theodemir, apprehenfive of being left alone, 
was compelled to embrace his brethren, and to 
imitate the example of Roman perfidy 

In every ftate of his forfune, the prudence and He under- 
firmnels of Thebdoric were equally confpicuous ; 

^ ^ ^ conqueft 

Jornandes (c. 56^ 57# p. 696.) difplays the fervices of Theodorlc, ^ 
confelTes Ms rewards, but diiTembles his revolt, of wMch.fuch curious * * ’ 

details have been preferved by Malchus (Excerpt. Ee^at. p. 78 — 97.) 
JMarceliinus, a domeftic of Jultinian, uifider whofe ivth confullhip (A.D. 

534.) he compofed his Chronicle (Scaliger, Thefaurus Temporum, P* ii. 
p. 34 — ^57.), betrays his prejudice andpafiion : in Grsecian debacchan- 
tem * . . ZenoMs mimificentia pene pacatus beneficiis * • • nunquam lalia- 
tais, 

whether 


‘ '''.H 
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■whether he threatened Conftantinople at the 
head of the confederate Goths, or retreated with 
a faithful band to the mountains and fea-coaft of 
Epirus. At length the accidential death of the 
fon of Triarius deftroyed the balance W'hiGh 
the Homans had been ib anxious to preferve, 
the.'whole nation acknowledged the Supremacy 
of the Amali, and the Byzantine court fubfcri- 
bed an ignominious and oppreffive treaty The 
fenate had already declared, that it was neceffary 
to choofe a party among the Goths, lince the 
public was unequal to the fupport of their united 
forces; a fubfidy of two thoufand pounds of 
gold, with the ample pay of thirteen thoufand 
men, were required for the leafl confiderable of 
their armies'* ; and the Ifaurians, who guarded 
not the empire but the emperor, enjoyed belides 
the privilege of rapine, an annual penfion of 
five thoufand pounds. The fagacious mind of 
Theodoric foon perceived that he was odious to 
the Romans, and fulpedted by the Barbarians ; 
he underftood the popular murmur, that his fub- 
je<3;s were expofed in their frozen huts to intole- 
rable hardfhips, while their king was diffolved 
in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented the 
painful alternative of encountering the Goths, as 
the champion, or of leading them to the field as 
the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an enterprife 
■worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoric 


As lie was riding in his own camp, an unruly horfe threw him 
againft the point of a fpear which hung before a tent, or was fixed on 
a waggon (Marcellin in Chron, Evagrius, I, iii, c. 25*). 

See Malchus (p. 91.) and Evagrius Q. iii. c. 35.}. 

Malchus, p. 83* In a fmgle atfiion, which was decided by4:he 
iIdU and difciplineof Sabinian, Theodoric could lofe 5000 men. • 

■ addreffed 
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addreffed tlie emperor in the following words : c H A P. 
“ Although your fervant is maintained in afflu- 
“ ence by your liberality^ gracioufly liften to the 
“ wilhes of my heart ! Italy, the inheritance of 
“ your predeceflbrs, and Rome itfelf the head 
“ and miftrefs of the world, now fluctuate under 
“ the violence and oppreffion of Odoacer the 
“mercenary. Diredt me, with my nationai 
“ troops, to march againtt the tyrant. If I 
“ fall, you will be relieved from an expenfive 
“ and troublefome friend: if, with the Divine 
permiffion, I fucceed, I fliall govern in your 
“ name, and to your glory, the Roman fenate, 

“ and the part of the republic delivered from 
“ flavery by my victorious arms.” The pro- 
pofal of Theodoric was accepted, and perhaps, 
had been fuggefted, by the Byzantine court. 

But the forms of the commiflion or grant, ap- 
pear to have been exprelTed with a prudent 
ambiguity, which might be explained by the 
event; and it was left doubtful, whether the con- 
queror of Italy fhould reign as the lieutenant, the 
vaflal, or the ally of the Emperor of the Eaft 

The repittation both of the leader and of the lEs march, 
war diffufed an univerfal ardour ; the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic fwarms already 
engaged in the fervice, or feated in the provinces 
of the empire; and each bold Bai'barian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 
patient to feek, through the moll perilous adven- 

Jornandes (c.57. p. 696? 697.) has abridged the great hiftory of 
Caffiodoriiis. See? compare, and reconcile, Procopius (Gothic I. i. c. i,), 
the Valefian Fragment (p. 718.), Theophanes (p. 113.), and Marcel- 
linus (in Chron.). 
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tures, the poffeffion of fuch enchanting obje^lsi 
The march of Theodoric muft be confidered as 
the emigration of an entire people ; the wives and 
chddern of the Goths, their aged parents, and 
moft precious eflPe6ts, were carefully tranfportedj 
and fome idea may be formed of the heavy bag- 
gage that now followed the camp, by the lofs of 
two thoufand waggons, which had been fuftained 
in a fingle adtion in the war of Epirus. Eor 
their fubfiftence, the Goths depended on the 
magazines of corn which was ground in portable 
mills by the hands of their women ; on the milk 
and flelli of their flocks and herds ; on the cafual 
produce of the chace, and upon the contribu- 
tions which they might impofe on all who Ihould 
prefume to difpute the palfage, or to fefufe their 
friendly affiftance. Notwithftanding thefe pre- 
cautions, they were expofed to the danger, and 
almoft to the dillrefs of famine, in a march of 
feven hundred miles, which had been under- 
taken in the depth of a rigorous winter. Since 
the fall of the Roman power, Dacia and Pan- 
nonia no longer exhibited the rich prolpedl of 
populous cities, well cultivated fields, and con- 
venient highways : the reign of barbarifm and 
defolation was reftored, and the tribes of Bul- 
garians, Gepidm, and Sarmatians, who had oc- 
cupied the vacant province, were prompted by 
•their native fiercenefs, or the felicitations of 
Odoacer, to refill the progrefs of his enemy. 
In many obfeure though bloody battles, Theo- 
doric fought and vanquilhed ; till at length, fur- 
mounting every obftacle by Ikilful condudl and 

perfevering 
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perfevering courage, he defceiid^d from the Julian c H a p- 
Alps, ’and difplayed his invincible banners on the 
confines of Italy 

Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had The three 
already occupied the advantageous and well- 
known poll of the river Sontius near the ruins of ad. 489. 
Aquileia, at the head of a powerful hoft, whole **• 
independent kings or leaders difdained the ad!49o. 
duties of fubordination and the prudence of de- 
lays. No fooner had Theodoric granted a fhort 
repofe and refrefhment to his wearied cavalry, 
than he boldly attacked the fortifications of the 
enemy ; the Oftrogoths fhewed more ardour to 
acquire than the mercenaries to defend, the lands 
of Italy j and the reward of the firft vi6tory was 
the pofTeflion of the Venetian province as far as 
the walls of Verona. In the neighbourhood of 
that city, on the deep banks of the fapid Adige, 
he was oppofed by a new army reinforced in its 
numbers, and not impaired in its courage ; the 
conteft was more obftinate, but the event was 
dill more decidve; Odoacer fled to Ravenna, 
Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the van- 
quifhed troops faluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of refpedt and fidelity. But their 
want either of condancy or of faith, foon expofed 
him to the mod imminent danger ; his vanguard, 
with feveral Gothic counts which had been raflily 

*7 Theodoric’s marcli is fuppHed aod illuidrated by Ennodius (p. 1598 
— i6o5^)j when the bombaft of the oration is tranflated into the lan- 
guage of common fenfe. 

Tot regesj &c* (Ennodius, p. 1602.). We muft recolledl how 
much the royal title was multipHed and degraded, and that the merce- 
naries of Italy were the fragments of many tribes and nations. 

-entruded 
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CHAP, entrafted to a deferter, was betrayed and de^ 
ftroyed near Faenza by his double treachery j 
Odoacer again appeared mailer of the field, and 
the invader, ftrongly entrenched in his camp of 
Pavia, was reduced to folicit the aid of a kindred 
nation, the Vifigoths of Gaul. In the courfe of 
this hillory, the moll voracious appetite for war 
will be abundantly fatiated ; nor can I much 
lament that our dark and imperfe6l materials do 
not afford a more ample narrative of the dillrefs 
of Italy, and of the fierce confli6l, which was 
finally decided by the abilities, experience, and 
valour of the Gothic king. Immediately before 
the battle of Verona, he vifited the tent of his 
mother"’ and lifter, and requefted, that on a day, 
the moft illuftrious feftival of his life, they would 
adorn him with the rich garments which they 
had worked with their own hands. “ Our glory,’* 
faid he “ is mutual and infeparable. You are 
“ known to the world as the mother of Theo- 
“ doric ; andit becomesme to prove that l am the 
“ genuine offspring of thofe heroes from whom 
“ I claim my defcent.” The wife or concubine 
of Theoderair was infpired with the fpirit of the 
German matrons, who efteemed their fon’s ho- 
nour far above their fafety ; and it is reported, 
that in a defperate action, when Theodoric him- 
felf was hurried along by the torrent of a flying 
crowd, file boldly met them at the entrance 

See Ennodius, p. 1603, 1604. Since the orator, in the king’s pre- 
fence, could mention and praife his mother, we may conclude that the 
magnanimity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vulgar reproaches of 
concubine and baferd. 

^5 
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ef the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, chap. 
drove them back on the fwords of the enemy 
From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, Hiscapitu- 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conqueft : the 1^*°" 
Vandal ambaffadors furrendered the ifland of Sh A. d. 493. 
cily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom ; and -J* 
he was accepted as the deliverer of Rome by the 
fenate and people, who had Ihut their gates 
againll the flying ufurper Ravenna alone, fe- 
cure in the fortitications of art and nature, ftill 
fyftained a fiege of almoft three years ; arid the 
daring fallies of Odoacer carried flaughter and 
difmay into the Gothic camp. At length, def- 
titute of provilions and hope! efs of relief, that 
unfortunate monarch yielded to the groans of 
his fubjedls and the clamours of his foldiers, 

A ti'eaty of peace was negociated by the bifliop 
of Ravenna ; the Oftrogoths were admitted into 
the city, and the hoftile kings confented, under 
the fan6lion of an oath, to rule with equal and 
undivided authority the provinces of Italy. The 
event of fuch an agreement may be eafily fore-. 
feen. After fome days had been devoted to the 
femblance of joy and friendfliip, Odoacer, in the 
midfl; of a folemn banquet, was dabbed by the 
hand, or at lead by the command, of his rival. 

Secret and efl:e6lual orders had been previoufly 

This anecdote is related on the modern but refpedtabie authority 
of Sigonius (op. tom. i. p. 5 80. Be Occident. Imp* 1 . xv.) : his words 
are curious — “ Would you return ?^^ &c. She prefented, and almoft 
difplayed the original recefs. 

Hift. Mifcell. 1 . XV. a Roman hlftory from Janus to the 19th cen- 
tury, an Epitome of Eutropius, Paulus Diaconus, aiid Theophanes^ 
which Muratori has publilhed from a MS. in th& Ambroftan library^ 

(Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. Lp. I ^ 

’ ' did 
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difpatched *, the faithlefs and rapacious merce- 
naries, at the fame moment, and without refift- 
ance, were univerfally maffacredj and the roy- 
alty of Theodoric was proclaimed by the Goths, 
with the tardy, reludlant, ambiguous confent of 
the Emperor of the Eall. The defign of a con- 
Ipiracy was imputed, according to the ufiial 
forms, to the proftrate tyrant 5 but his innocence 
and the guilt of his conqueror''^ are fuflSciently 
proved by the advantageous treaty which force 
would not fincerely have granted, nor weaknefs 
have ralhly infringed. Thejealoufy of power, and 
the mifchiefsofdifcprd, may fuggeft a moie de- 
cent apology, ahda fentence lefs rigorous may be 
pronounced againft a crime which was neceffary 
to introduce into Italy a generation of public feli- 
city. The living author of this felicity was auda- 
cioufly praifed in his own prefence by lacred and 
profane orators*^; but hiftory (in his time Ihe was 
mute and inglorious) has not left any juft repre- 
fentation of the events which dilplayed, or of the 
defedlswhich clouded, the virtues of Theodoric®^ 

One 

Procopius (Gothic, i. i. c. i») approves himfelf an impartial fceptxc j 
<pao-t . • . ExTsiVE. Cafiiodorius (in Chron.) and Ennodius 

(p. i6b4») aJfe loyal and Credulous, and the teftimony of the Valefian 
fragment (p. 718.) may juftify their belief. Marcellinus fpits the 
venom of a Greek fubjedl — ^peijuriis illedlus, interfe<5lufque eft (in 
Chron.). 

' * The fonorous-and fervile oration of Ennodius vras pronounced at 
Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 or 508 (Sirmond, tom. i. p. 161 5.). 
T wo or three years afterwards, the orator was rewarded with the bilhop- 
rick of Pavia, which he held till his death in the year 5 ax. (Dupin. Bib<* 
Hot; Eccles. tom, v. p. ii — 14. See Saxii Onomafticon* tom. H. 

Our beft materials are occafional hints from Procopius and the 
Valefian Fragment, which difcovered by Sirmond, and is* pub- 
^..,4- billed 
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Gne record of his fame, the volume of public 
epiftles compofed by Caffiodorius in the royal 
name is ftill extant, and has obtained more im- 
plicit credit than it feems to defe^ve®^ They 
exhibit the forms, rather than the fubftance, of 
his government ; and we Ihould vainly fearch for 
the pure and fpontaneous fentiments of the Bar- 
barian amidft the declamation and learning of a 
fophift, the wilhes of a Roman fenator, the prece- 
dents of office, and the vague profeffions, which, 
in every court and on every occafion, compofe 
the language of difcreet minifters. The reputa- 
tion of Theodoric may repofe with more confi- 
dence on the vifible peace and profperity of a 
reign of thirty-three years; the unanimous efteem 
of his own times, and the memory of his wifdom 
and courage, his juftice and humanity, which was 
deeply imprefled on the minds of the Goths and 
Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which 
Theodoric affigned the third part to his foldiers, 
is honourably arraigned as the foie injuftice of his 
life. And even this a6l may be fairly juftified by 
the example of Gdoacer, the rights of conqueft, 
the true Intereft of the Italians, and the facred 

lillied at the end of .Ammianus Marcellinns. The author^s name is un-» 
known, and Ms ftyle is barbarous ; but in Ms various fa< 5 l 8 he exhibits 
the knowledge, without the palHons, of a contemporary. The pre- 
fident Montefquieu had formed the plan of an Jiiftory of Theodoric, 
which at a diftance might appear a rich and interefting fubjedl. 

The belt edition of the Variarum Lihri xii. is idiat of Joh. Garre- 
tius (Rotomagi, 1679, in Opp. CalTiodor. a vol. fol.); but they 
deferved and required fuch an editor as the Marquis Scipio MafFei, who 
thought of publilhing them at Verona. The Barbara EUgan%a (as it is 
ingenioufly named by Tirabofchi) is never dimple, and feldom perlpi^* 
cuous. 
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duty of fubfifting a whole people, who, on the 
faith of his promifes, had tranfported themfelves 
into a diflantland ^®. Under the reign of Theo- 
doric, and in the happy climate of Italy, the 
Goths foon multiplied to a formidable holt of two 
hundred thoufand men”, and the whole amount 
of their families may be computed by the ordi- 
nary addition of women and children. Their 
invafion of property, a part of which muft have 
been already vacant, was difguifed by the gene- 
rous but improper name of hojjpitality ; thefe un- 
welcome guefts were irregularly difperfed over 
the lace of Italy, and the lot of each Barbarian 
was adequate to his birth and office, the number 
of his followers, and the rullic wealth which he 
poffeffed in haves and cattle. The diftindlions of 
noble and plebeian were acknowledged"® j but the 
lands of every freeman were exempt from taxes, 
and he enjoyed the inellimable privilege of being 
fubje( 3 ; only to the laws of his country*'. Faftiion, 
and even convenience, foon perfuaded the con- 
querors to affume the more elegant drefs of the 
natives, but they ftill perfifted in the ufe of their 
mother-tongue; and their contempt for the Latin 
fchools was applauded by Theodoric himfelf, w'ho 

" Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c. i. Variarum, ii. MalFei (Verona lUuftrata, 
p. I. p. aaS.) exaggerates the injuffice of the Goths, whom he hated as 
an Italian noble. The plebeian Muratoii crouches under their oppreffion. 
' ^ Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. 4. ai. Ennodius defcribes (p. ifiia, 

1613.) the military arts and increafmg numbers of the Goths. 

_ When Theodoric gave his lifter to the king of the Vandals, Ihe 
failed, for Africa with a guard of 1000 noble Goths, each of whom 
was attended by five armed followers (Procop. Vandal. hi, c. 8.). 
The Gothic nobility muft have been as numerous as brave, ' 

See the acknowledgment of Gothic liberty; Var, v. 30. 

10 gratified 
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gratified their prejudices, or his own, by deelar* 
ing, that the child who had trembled at a rod, 
would never dare to look upon a fword^'’. , Diftrefs 
might fometimes provoke the indigent Roman to 
affume the ferocious manners which were infen- 
libly relinquiflhed by the rich and luxurious Bar- 
barian^': but thefe mutual converfions were not 
encouraged by the policy of a monarch who per- 
petuated the feparation of the Italians andGoths ; 
referving the former for the arts of peace, and 
the latter for the fervice of war. To accomplifli 
this defign, he lludied to protect his induftrious 
fubjedts, and to moderate the violence without 
enervating the valour of his foldiers, who were 
maintained for the public defence. They held 
their lands and benefices as a military ftipend at 
the found of the trumpet, they were prepared to 
march under the condudl of their provincial of- 
ficers j and the whole extent of Italy was diftri- 
buted into the feveral quarters of a well-regulated 
camp.! The fervice of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed by choice or by rotation ; 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recoinpenfed 
by an increafe of pay and occafional donatives. 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions, 
that empire mull be acquired and defended by the 

Procopius, Goth. 1 . i. c. a. The Roman boys learnt the language 
,(Var. viii, 31.) of the Goths. Their general ignorance is not deftroyed 
by the exceptions of Amalafuntha, a female, who might. ftudy without 
lhame, or of Theodatus, whofe learning provoked the indignation arid 
contempt of his countrymen. 

A faying of Theodoric was founded on experience : « Rdmanus 
« mifer imitatur Gothum; etutilis (dhves) Gothus imitatur Roma- 
num/' (See the Fragment and Notes of Valelius, p. 719.) 

fame 
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fame arts. After his example, they ftrove to excel 
in the ufe, not only of the lance and fword, the 
inffcruments of their vi61:ories, but of the miffile 
weapons, which they were two much inclined to 
neglect; and the lively image of war was difplay- 
ed in the daily exercife and annual reviews of 
the Gothic cavalry. A firm though gentle dif- 
cipline impofed the habits of modefty, obedience, 
and temperencej and the Goths were inftru6led 
to Ipare the people, to reverence the laws, to un- 
derftand the duties of civil fociety, and to dif- 
claim the barbarous licence of judicial combat 
and private revenge^*. 

Among the Barbarians of the Weft, the vidlory 
of Theodoric had fpread a general alarm. But as 
foon as it appeared that he was fatisfied with con- 
queft and defirous of peace, terror was changed 
into refpedl, and they fubraitted to a powerful me- 
diation, which was uniformly employed for the 
beft purpofes of reconciling their quarrels and ci- 
vilizing their manners”. The ambalfadors who re- 
torted to Ravenna from the moft diftant countries 
of Europe, admired his wifdom, magnificence^^ 

The mew of the military ellablifhment of the Goths m Italy, Is col- 
le<£led from the Epiftles of Cafliodorius (Var, i. 34. 40raii. 3. 24.48- 
IV. 13, 14. V. 26, 27. viii. 3, 4. 25.). They are illuilrated by the learned 
Mascou (Hift. of the Germans, I. xi. 40 — 44. Annotation xiv.). 

See the cleamefs and vigour of his negociations in Ennodius 
(p. 1607.), and Caffiodorius (Var. hi. i, 2, 3, 4. iv. 13, v. 43 j 44-)» who 
gives the different ftyles of friendfhip, counfel, expoftulation, &c. 

Even -of his table (Var. yi, 9.) and palace (vii. 5.). The adraira- 
tion otftrangers is reprefented as the moft rational motive to jnftify thefe 
vain expences, and to ftimulate the diligence of the ofticerfi to whom 
thofe provinces were entruftedi 

and 
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and courteiy } and if he fometimes accepted either 
ilaves or arms, white horfes or llrange animals, ■_ 'j 
the gift of a fun-dial, a water-clock, or a mufi- 
cian, admoniflied even the princes of Gaul, of the 
fuperior art and induftry of his Italian fubje6ls. 

His domeftic alliances*’, a wife, two daiightei’s, a 
lifter, and a neice, united the family of Theodon’c 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the Vifigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians, 
and contributed to maintain the harmony, or at 
leaftthebalance,ofthegreatrepublicof the Weft’®. 

It is diflBcult in the dai’k forefts of Germany and 
Poland topurfue the emigrations of the Heruli, a 
fierce people who difdained the ufe of armour, and 
who condemned their widows and aged parents 
not to furvive the lofs of their hulbands, or the de- 
cay of their ftrength”. The king of tliefe favage 
warriors folicited thefriendfliipof Theodoric, and 
was elevated to the rank of his fon, according to 
the barbaric rites of a militai-y adoption”. From 

See the public and private alliances of the Gothic monarch, with, 
the Burgundians (Var. i. 45* 46.)? with the Franks (ii, 40.), with the 
Thuringians (iv. i.), and wdth the Vandals (v. i.). Each of thefe 
epiftles affords fome curious knowledge of the policy and manners of 
the Barbarians. 

His political fyftem may be obferved in Cafliodorius (Var, iv. 

I. Jdrnandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699.)? and the Valefian Fragment 

(p. 720, 7 ai*)* Peace, honourable peace, was the conftant aim of 
Theodoric. 

The curious reader may Contemplate the Heruli of Procopius 
Goth. 1 . ii. c. 14.), and the patient reader may plunge into the dark and 
minute refearches of M. de Buat (Hift. des Peuples Anciens, tom. ix. 
p* 348—3960* . 

Variarum> iv. The fpirit and forms of this martial mftitutlon 
are noticed by Cafliodorius; but he feems to have only tranflated the fen- 
timents of the Gothic king into the language of Roman eloquence. 

c 3 the 
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CHAP, the fliores of the Baltic, the JEflians or Livonians 
xxxix. laid their offerings of native amber-® at the feet of 
a prince, whofe fame had excited them to under- 
take an unknown and dangerous journey of fifteen 
hundred miles. With the country'*® from whence 
the Gothic nation derived their origin, he main- 
tainedafrequentandfriendly correfpondence ; the 
Italians were clothed in the rich fables'*' of Swer 
den; and one ofitsfovereigns, after a voluntary or 
relu<3:ant abdication, found an hofpitable retreat 
in the palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over 
one of the thirteen populous tribeswho cultivated 
a fmall portion of the great ifland or peninfula of 
Scandiriavia, to which the vague appellation of 
Thule has beenfometimes applied. That northern 
regionwas peopled, or had been explored, as high 
as the fixty-eighth degree of latitude, where the 
natives of the polar circle enjoy and lofe the pre- 
fence of the fun at each fummer and winter fol- 

Caffiodoriusy who quotes Tacitus to the - 3 £ftiansj the unlettered 
favages of the Baltic (Var. v. defcribes the amber for which 
their fbores have ever been famous, as the gum of a tree, hardened by 
the fun, and purihed and wafted’by the waves* When that Angular 
fubftance is analyfed by the chemifts, it yields a vegetable oil and a 
mineral acid. . 

Scanzia> or Thule, is defcribed by Jornandes (c. 3. p. 610— 613,} 
and Procopius (Goth. 1 . ii. c. 15.). Neither the Goth nor the Greek had 
vifited the country: both had converfed with the natives in their exile 
at Ravenna or Conftantinople. 

41 Sapherinas pelks* Jn the time of Jornandes, they inhabited Sue'* 
thans, the proper Sweden; but that beautiful race of animals has gra« 
dually been driven into the eaftern parts of Siberia. See Buifon 
(Hift.Nat. tom. xiii. p. 309 — 313. quarto edition); Pennant (Syjftem 
of Quadrupeds, voL i. p. 3z» — 328.);- Gmelin (Hift. Gen. des 
Yoyages, tom. xvlH. p. ^57, a58,); and Leveifque (PM. de Ruflie, 
|:o|n. v. p. 165, 166. 5 I 4 > 5X50* 
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ftice during an equal period of forty days ■*®, The CHAP. ■. 
long night of his abfence or death was the 
mournful feafon of diftrefs and anxiety, till the 
meffengers who had been fent to the mountain 
tops, defcribed the firft rays of returning light, 
and proclaimed to the plain below the fellival 
of his refurredtion'*^. . • 

The life of Theodoric reprefents the rare, jjis defen- 
and meritorious example of a Barbarian, who five wars, 
Iheathed his fword in the pride of vi 61 :ory and 
the vigour of his age. A reign of three and 
thirty years was confecrated to the duties of 
civil government, and the hoftilities in which 
he was fometimes involved, were fpeedily ter- 
minated by the conduct of his lieutenants, the 
difcipline of his troops, the arms of his allies, j 

and even by the terror of his name. He re- 
duced, under a flrong and regular government, 
the unprofitable countries of Rhaetia, Noricum, 

Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the fource of 
the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians^ 

to 

In tlie fyftem oi* romance of M. Bailly (Lettres fur les Sciences et 
fur TAtlantide, tom. i. p. 349 — ^36. tom. ii. p. 1 14 — 1.^9.)^ the phoenix 
of the Edda, and the annual death and revival of Adonis and Ofiris, are 
the allegorical fymbols of the abfence and return of the fun in the 
Ardlic regions. This ingenious vn-iter is a worthy difcipie of the great ; , , , , 

Buffon i nor is it eafy for the coldeft reafon to withftand the magic of . 

their pliilofophy. 

Ts 10 /Asyir’i “tiwv eopTAV ifh f^-ys Procopius. At pre- ^ | 

fent a rude Manicheifm (generous enough) prevails among the Samo- . J 

yedes in Greenland and in Lapland (Hift. des Voyages, tom. xyiii. 1 

p. 508, 509. tom. xix. p. 105, 106. 537, s according to Gro* 

tins, Samojutse coelum atque aftra adorant, numina hand aliis iniquiora 
(de Rebus Belgicis, 1. iv. p.338. folio edition): a fentence which Tacitus 
would not have difowned. ' 

See the Hift. des Peuples Ancxens, &c. tom.ix. 396 

— SOU The Count de Buat was French minifter atthe court of Bavari^; 

c 4 a liberal 
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c H A P. to the petty kingdom eredted by the Gepid® on 
^xxxix. tiie ruins of Sirmium. His prudence could not 
fafely entruft the bulwark of Italy to fuch feeble 
and turbulent neighbours ; and his juftice might 
claim the lands which they opprefled, either as 
a part of his kingdom, or as the inheritance of 
his father. The greatnefs of a fervant who was 
named perfidious becaufe he was fuccefsful, 
awakened the jealoufy of theEmperor Anaftafius j 
and a war was kindled on the Dacian frontier, 
by the pi'otedlion which the Gothic King, in the 
viciifitude of human affairs, had granted to one 
of the defcendants of Attila. Sabinian, a gene- 
ral illuftrious by his own and father’s merit, 
advanced at the head of ten thoufand Romans ; 
and the provilions and arms, which filled a long 
train of waggons, were diilributed to the fierceft 
of the Bulgarian tribes. Rut, in the fields of 
Margus, the eaftern powers were defeated by 
the inferior forces of the Goths and Huns ; the 
flower and even the hope of the Roman armies 
was irretrievably deftroyed 5 and fuch was the 
temperance with which Theodoric had infpired 
his vifilorious troops, that as their leader had 
not given the fignal of pillage, the rich fpoils 
His narai of the enemy lay untouched at their feet'*^ Ex- 
afperated by this difgrace, the Byzantine court 
AJD.’ 509. difpatched two hundred fhips and eight thoufand 

a. liberal curiofity prompted his inquiries into the antiquities of the coun- 
try, and that curiofity was the germ of twelve refpedtable volumes. 

‘5 See the Gothic tranfa^ons on the Danube and in Illyricum, in Jor- 
nandes (0*58. p*699.), Ennodius (p. 1607— 1610.), Marcellinus (in 
Chron. p. 44. 47, 48.), and Calfiodoriug (in Chron* and Var. iii. ^3. 50. 
iv. 13* vii* 4. 24. vxii. 9, 10, ii. ix. 8, 9.). 


men 
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Mien to plunder the fea-coaft of Galabrisr and CHAP. 
Apulia> they affaplted the ancient city of Ta- 
rentum, interrupted the trade and agriculture 
of an happy country, and failed hack to the 
Hellelpont, proud of their piratical vidlory over 
a people whom they ftill prefuraed to confider as 
their Roman brethren Their retreat was poC- 
fibly haftened by the adlivity of Theodoric ; 

Italy was covered by a fleet of a thouland light 
vefTels which he conftrudled with incredible 
dilpatch j and his firm moderation was foon re- 
warded by a folid and honourable peace. He 
maintained with a powerful hand the balance of 
the Weft, till it was at length overthrown by 
the ambition of Clovis ; and although unable to 
aflift his ralli and unfortunate kinfman the King 
of the Vifigoths, he faved the remains of his 
family and people, and checked the Franks in 
the midft of their vidtorious career. I am not 
defirous to prolong or repeat this narrative 
of military events, the leaft interefting of the 
reign of Theodoric ; and IhaU be content to 
add, that the Alemanni were protedted'”, that 

I cannot forbear tranfcribing the liberal and claffic fly le of Count 
Marcellinus: Romanus comes domefticorum, et Rufticus comes schola- 
riorum cum centum armatis navibus? totidemque dromonibus, oito 
millia militum armatorum fecum ferentibus, ad devaftanda Italise lit- 
tora proceflerunt, et ufque ad Tarentum antiquifiimam civitatem ag- 
greffi funt ; remenfoqiie mari inhoneftam vicSloriam quam piratico aufu 
Romani ex Romanis rapuerunt, Anaftafio Caefari reportarunt (in Ciuron. 
p,48.). See Variar. i. 16. iL 38. 

See the royal orders and inftrucSlions (Var. iv. 15. v. 16 — ao.). 

Thefe armed boats Ihould be ftill fmaller than the thoufand veflels of 
Agamemnon at the fiege of Troy. 

VoL vL p. 33c — 337. 

Ennodius (p. 1610.) and CafFiodoriuS) in the royal name (Var. ii. 

4i*)> record his falutary prote(ftion of the AlemannL 
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c H A P. an inroad of the Burgundians was fever ely chaf- 
XXXIX. tifed, and that the conqueft of Arles and Mar- 
feilles opened a free communication with the 
■ Vifigoths, who revered him both as their na- 
tionalprote6tor, and as the guardian of his grand- 
child, the infant fon of Alaric. Under this re- 
lpe6lable character, the King of Italy reftored 
the pr^torian pr8efe6lure of the Gauls, I'eformed 
fome abufes in the civil government of Spain, 
and accepted the annual tribute and apparent 
fubmiffion of its military governor, who wifely 
refiifed to trull his perfon in the palace of 
Ravenna The Gothic fovereignty was efta- 
blilheci from Sicily to the Danube, from Sirmium 
or Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean; and the 
Greeks themfelves have acknowledged that 
Theodoric reigned over the fairell portion of 
the weftern empire 

Civil go- The union of the Goths and Romans might 
ofn™y w fix^d for ages the tranlient happinefs of 

cording to Italy; and thelirll of nations, a new people of 
Ae Roman fj-gg fubje(3:s and enlightened foldiers, might have 
gradually arifen from the mutual emulation of 
their refpe6live virtues. But the fublime merit 
of guiding or feconding fuch a revolution, was 
not referved for the reign of Theodoric ; he 
wanted either the genius or the opportunities of 

The Gothic tranfa<flions in Gaul and Spain are reprefented with 
fome perplexity in CalSodorius (Var. iii. 32. 38. 41, 43> 44. v. 39.), 
Jornandes (c.58, p. 698? 699.), and Procopius (Goth. 1 . i. c, la.). I 
will neither hear nor reconcile the long and contradidory arguments 
of the Abbe Bubos and the Count de Buatj about the wars of Bur- 
gundy. , 

Theophanes, p. 113, 

, dt Ig** 
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a legiflator *® j and while he indulged the Goths 
iii the enjoyment of rude liberty, he fervilely 
copied the inftitutions, and even the abufes, of 
the political lyftem which had been framed by 
Conftantine and his fucceffors. From a tender 
regard to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the 
Barbarian declined the name, the purple, and 
the diadem of the emperors ; but he afllimed, 
under the hereditary title of King, the whole 
fubllance and plenitude of imperial preroga- 
tive ”, His addreffes to the eaftern throne 
were refpe6lful and ambiguous; he celebrated in 
pompous ftyle the harmony of the two republics, 
applauded his own government as the perfe6t 
limilitude of a foie and undivided empire, and 
claimed above the Kings of the earth the fame 
pre-eminence which he modeftly allowed to the 
perfon or rank of Anaftalius. The alliance of 
the Eaft and Weft was annually declared by 
the unanimous choice of two confuls ; but it 
fhould feem that the Italian candidate who 
was named by Theodoric, accepted a formal 
confirmation from the fovereign of Conftanti- 
nople The Gothic palace of Ravenna re- 

^ Procopius affirms that no laws whatfoever w^ere promulgated by 
Theodoric and the fucceeding Kings of Italy. (Goth. 1 . ii. c. 6.) He 
rnuft mean in the Gothic language. A Latin edidl of Theodoric is ftill 
extant, in one hundred and fifty four articles. 

The image of Theodoric is engraved on his coins : his model!: fuc- 
celTors w^ere fatisfied with adding their own name to the head of the 
reigning Emperor (Muratori Antiqiiitat. Italise Medii . 35 vi, dilTert. 

xxvii. p.577 — 579. Giannone Iftoria Civile di Napoli, tom. i. p.i66*). 

The alliance of the Emperor and the King of Italy are reprefented 
by Caffiodorius (Var. i, i. ii. i, st, 3. vi. i.)and Procopius (Goth- 1 . ii« 
c. 6. 1, iii. c. 21 *), who celebrate the friendihip of Anaftalius and Theo- 
doric : but the figurative ftyle of compliment was inteipreted in a very 
difterent fenfe at Conftantinople and Ravenna. 

fleeted 
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CHAP. fle6ted the image of the court of Theodofius op 
xxxrx^ Valentinian. The praetorian praafedt, the prsefefit 
of Rome, the qumftor, the mailer of the oflSces, 
'with the public and patrimonial treafurers, -whofe 
fundlions are painted in gaudy colours by the rhe- 
toric of Caffiodorius, Hill continued to a6l as the 
minifters of Hate. And the fubordinate care of 
jullice and the revenue was delegated to feven 
confulars, three corre6lors, and five prefidents, 
who governed the fifteen regiom of Italy, ac- 
cording to the principles and even the forms of 
Roman jurifprudence.“ The violence .of the 
conquerors was abated or eluded by the flow 
artifice of judicial proceedings; the civil admini- 
ftration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians; and the people ftillpre- 
ferved their drefs and language, their laws and 
cuftoms, their perfonal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the objedl 
of Augullus to conceal the introduction of mo- 
narchy ; it w'as the policy of Theodoric to dif- 
guife the reign of a Barbarian*®. If his fubjeCls 

To tlie xvii provinces of the Notitla, Paul Warnefrid the deacon 
(De Reb. Longobard. 1 . ii. c. 14 — aa.) has fubjoined an xviiith, the Ap- 
penine (Muratori Script, Rerum Italicarum, tom. i- p. 431 — ^433.)* But 
of thefe Sardinia and Corfica were poflefled by the Vandals, and the two 
Rhsetias, as well as the Cottlan Alps, feem to have been abandoned to 
a military government. The ftate of the four provinces that now form 
the kingdom of Naples, is laboured by Giannone (tom, i. p, lya, 17 8.} 
with patriotic diligence. 

5 ® See the Gothic hiftoryof Procopius ( 1 . i. c. i. 1 . ii. c. 6.), the Epif- 
ties of Caffiodorius (paffim, but efpecially the vth and vith books> which 
contain the formula, or patents of offices), and the Civil Hiftory of Gi- 
annone (tom. i. 1 . ii.iii.). The Gothic counts, which he places in every 
Italian city, are annihilated, however, by Maffei (Verona Illuftrata, p. i. 
I. viii. p. for thofe of Syracufe and Naples (Var, vi. sa, ^3.) 

were fpecial and temporary commiffions. 
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were fometitties awakened from this pleafing c H A P. 
vifion of a Roman government, they derived 
more fubftantial comfort from the chafadler of a 
Gothic prince, who had penetration to difcem, 
and firmnefs to purfue, his own and the public 
intereft. Theodoric loved the virtues which he 
poffeffed, and the talents of which he was defti- 
tute. Liberius was promoted to the office of 
prmtorian praefeiSt for his uniliaken fidelity to the 
unfortunate caufe of Odoacer. The minifters of 
Theodoric, CaflTiodorius” and Boethius, have re- 
fledled on his reign the luttre of their genius and 
learning. More prudent or more fortunate than 
his colleague, Caffiodorius preferved his own 
efteem without forfeiting the royal favour ; and 
after paffing thirty years in the honours of the 
world, he was blelTed with an equal term of re- 
pofe in the devout and lludious folitude of 
Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in- Profpentjr 
tereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the 
affedlions of the fenate and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by fonorous epithets and 
formal profeflions of refpe6l, which had been 
more juflly applied to the merit and authority of 

Two Italians of the name of Caffiodorius, the father (Var. i. 24.40.) 
and the fon (ix. 24, *5.), were fucceffively employed in the adminif- 
tration of Theodoric. The fon was bom in the year 479; his various 
epiMes as quseftor, mailer of the offices, and prsetorian prsefedl, extend 
from 509 to 539, and he lived as a monk about thirty years. (Tira- 
bofchi Storia della Letteratura Italiana, tom. iii. p. 7— 24* Fabricius, 

Bibliot. Lat. Med. JEvi, torn* i. p. 35 7, 358. edit. Manfi. 

See his regard for the fenate in Cochloeus (Vit* Theod. viii. 

p. 72 — ■ 
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their anceftors. The people enjoyed without fear 
or danger, the three blelEngs of a capital, orderj 
plenty, and public amufements. A vifible dimi- 
nution of their numbers may be found even in the 
meafure of liberality^®; yet Apulia, Calabria, and 
Sicily, poured their tribute of corn into the gra- 
naries of Rome ; an allowance of bread and meat 
was diftributed to the indigent citizens ; and 
every office was deemed honourable which was 
conlecrated to the care of their health and hap- 
pinefs. The public games, fuch as a Greek am- 
baflador might politely applaud, exhibited a 
faint and feeble copy of the magnificence of the 
Cae&rs : yet the mufical, the gymnaftic, and the 
pantomime arts, had not totally funk in oblivion ; 
the wild beafts of Africa ftill exercifed in the am- 
phitheatre the courage and dexterity of the 
hunters ; and the indulgent Goth either pa- 
tiently tolerated or gently reftrai.ned the blue 
and green fa 61 ;ions, whofe contefts fo often filled 
the circus with clamour and even with blood®°. 
In the feventh year of his peaceful reign, Theo- 
doric vifited the old capital of the world ; the 
fenate and people advanced in Iblemn proceflion 
to falute a feeond Trajan, a new Valentinian ; 
and he nobly fupported that character by tlie 

59 ]Sfo xxiore than i aojooo modu) or four thoufand quarters (Anonym. 
Valefian, p. 7Cii. and yar-i. 35. vL 18. xi. 5, 39.). 

See his regard and indulgence for the fpe^acles of the circus, the 
amphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epiftles of Caffio- 
dorius(Var. L 20. 27. 30, 31, 32. iii. 51. iv.51. llluftrated by the xivth 
Annotation of Mafcou^s Hiftory), who has contrived to fprinkle the fub- 
je< 51 : with oileatatious, though agreeable learning. 

affurance 
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affurance of a juft and legal ffOvemment®’. in a chap. 

difcourfe which he was not afraid to pronounce 

in public, and to inferibe on a tablet of brafs. 

Rome, in this auguft ceremony, fhot a laft ray 
of declining gloiy; and a faint, the fpedtator of 
this pompous fcene, could only hope in his pious 
fancy, that it was excelled by the celeftial fplen- 
dour of the new Jerufalem*®. During a refidence 
of fix months, the fame, the perfon, and the cour- 
teous demeanour of the Gothic king, excited the 
admiration of the Romans, and he contemplated, 
with equal curiofity and furprife, the monuments 
that remained of their ancient greatnefs. He 
imprinted the footfteps of a conqueror on the 
Gapitoline hill, and frankly confefled that each 
day he viewed with frefti wonder the forum of 
Trajan and his lofty column. The theatre of 
Pompey appeared, even in its decay, as a huge 
mountain artificially hollowed and polilhed, and 
adorned by human induftry; and he vaguely 
computed, that a river of gold muft have been 
drained to ere6l the coloflal amphitheatre of 
Titus‘'h From the mouths of fourteen aque- 
du6ts, a pure and copious ftream was difftifed 


Anonym. Vales, p. 721. Marius Aventicenfis in Chron. In the 
fcale of public and perfonal merit, the Gothic conqueror is at leaft as 
muph abome Valentinian, as he may feem inferior Xo Trajan. 

Vit, Fulgentii in Baron. Annal. Eccles. A.D. 500, No. 10. 

Caffiodorius defcribes in his pompous ftyle the forum of Trajan 
(Var. vii. 6.), the theatre of Marcellus (iv« 51*), and the amphitheatre 
of Titus (v. 4^^.); and his defcriptions are not unworthy of the reader's 
peruiy . According to the modern prices, the Abbe Barthelemy com* 
putes that the brick-work and mafonr)’- cf the Colifeum would now coft 
twenty millions of French livres (Mem. de 1 ' Academic des Infcrip- 
tions, tom. xxyiH, p. 585, 586.). How fmall a part of that ftupendouii 
fabric 1 , . . . 

inta 
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A P. into every part of the city ; among thefe the 
Claudian water, which arofe at the diftance of 
*''' thirty-eight miles in the Sabine mountains, was 
conveyed along a gentle though conftant decli- 
vity of folid arches, till it defcended on the fum- 
mit of the Aventine hill. The long and fpacious 
vaults which had been conftrutSted for the pur- 
pofe of common fewers, fubfifted after twelve 
centuries, in their priftine ftrength j and the fub- 

terraneouschannelshavebeen preferred to all the 

vifible wonders of Rome®'^. The Gothic kings, 
lb injurioufly accufed of the ruin of antiquity, 
were anxious to preferve the monuments of the 
nation whom they had fubdued®^. The royal 
edi^s were framed to prevent the abufes, the ne- 
o-le6l, or the depredations of the citizens them- 
felves ; and a profeffed architea, the annual fura 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
fand tiles, and the receipt of cuftoms from the 
Lucrine port, were affigned for the ordinary re- 
pairs of the walls and public edifices. A limilar 
care was extended to the ft atues of metal or mar- 
ble of men or animals. The fpirit of the horfes, 
which have given a modern name to the Quirinal, 
was applauded by the Barbarians j the brazen 

elephants 

For the aqueduiSls and cloaca, fee Strabo (U v. p. 3do.)> PHny 
(Hift. Nat* xxxvi. 240 > Cafiiodorius (Var. lii. 30, 31. vi* 6.)> Procopius 
(Goth. 1 . i. c. 190 ? and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. How 

fuch works could be executed by a King of Rome, is yet a problem. 

For the Gothic care of the buildings and ftatues, fee CafTiodorius 
(Var.i. 21.515. ii. 34* iv. 30.viu6.13. I5.> and the Valefian Fragment 
(p. 721.). 

Var. vii. 1 5. Thefe horfes of Monte-Cavallo had been traniported 
from Alexandria to the baths of Conftantine (Nardini, p. i88.). Their 
fculpture is difdained by the Abbe Dubos (Reflexions fur la Poefie et 
^ 15 fur 
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elephants of the Via Jacra were diligently re- C H A Pt 
ftored ; the famous heifer of Myron deceived . 

the cattle, as they were driven through the 
forum of peace ; and an officer was created to 
protedl thofe works of art, which Theodoric con- 
fidered as the nobleft ornament of his kingdom. 

After the example of thelafl emperors, Theo- Fiouriih- 
doric preferred the refidence of Ravenna, where 
he cultivated an orchard with his own hands'^^®. 

As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat- 
ened (for it was never invaded) by the Barba- 
rians, he removed his court to Verona on the 
northern frontier, and the image of his palace, 
flill extant, on a coin, reprefents the oldeft and 
moll authentic model of Gothic architecture. 

Thefe two capitals, as well as Pavia, Spoleto, 

Naples, and the reft of the Italian cities, ac- 
quired under his reign the ufeful or fplendid de- 
corationsof churches, aqueducts, baths, porticoes, 
and palaces But the happinefs of the fubjeCl 


furIaPemt’ure,tom.i. fe^lion 39.), and admired by Winkelman (Hill, 
de I’Art, tom. ii. p. 159*}. 

Var. X. 10. 'I'hey were probably a fragment of fome triumphal 
car (Ciiper de Elepliantis, ii. 10.). 

Procopius (Goth. I. iv. c. ai.) relates a foolilh ftory of Myron's 
cow, which is celebrated by the falfe wit of thirty-fix Greek epigrams 
(Anthoiog. 1 . iv. p* 30a — 306. edit. Hen. Steph. Aufon. Epigram. 
Iviii — Ixviii.). 

See an Epigram of Ennodius (ii. 3. p. 1893, 1894.) on this garden 
and the royal gardener. 

His alFeclion for that city is proved by the epithet of Verona 
tua,” and the legend of the hero ; under the barbarous name of Die- 
trich of Bern (Feringfciold ad Cochloeum, p. S40.), Maffei traces him 
with ^knowledge and pleafure in his native country (Lix. p. 430 — 

Maffei, Verona Uluftrata, part i. p. 331, 308, ^c. He im-^ 

putes Gothic architeiSlure, like the corruption of language, writing, 
not to the Barbariani, but to the Italians themfelves. Compar# his 
fentiments with thofe of Tirabofchi (tom* in. p* 6 1*). 


VOL. VII* 


JO 


was 


2 ^ 

CHAP. 

XXXIX, 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

was more truly confpicuous in the buly fcene of"^ 
labour and luxury, in the rapid increafe and 
bold enjoyment of national .wealth. From the 
fliades of Tibilr and Praenefte^ the Roman fena- 
tors ftill retired in the winter-feafon to the warm 
fun, and falubrious fprings of Bai^e I and theif 
villas, which advanced on folid moles into the 
bay of Naples, commanded the various profpefit 
of the iky, the earth, and the water. On the 
eaftern fide of the Hadriatic, a new Campania 
was formed in the fair and fruitful _ province of 
lilria, which communicated with the palace of 
Ravenna by an eafy navigation of one hundred 
miles. The rich productions of Lucania and the 
adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Mar- 
cilian fountain, in a populous fair annually dedi- 
cated to trade, intemperance, and fuperilition. 
In the folitude of Comum, which had once been, 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a tranf- 
parent bafon above fixty miles in length Hill re- 
flected the rural feats which encompafled the 
margin of the Larian lake; and the gradual 
afcent of the hills was covered by a triple planta- 
tion of olives, of vines, and of chefimt trees^®. 
Agriculture revived under the fhadow of peace, 
and the number of hufbandmen was multiplied 
by the redemption of captives The iron mines 

The villas, climate, and kndlkip of Baise (Var.ix. 6. See Cluver. 
Italia Antiq. Liv. c. a. p* 1119, Sic.), Iftria (Var. xiL aa. a6.), and Co- 
mum (Var* xL 14. compare with Pliny’s two villas, ix. 7.), are agree- 
ably painted in the Epiftles of Cafliodorius, 

In Hguria numerofa agricolarum progenies (Bnnodius, p. 167S, 
1679, 1680* )• St. Epiphanius of Pavia redeemed by prayer or ranfom 
6 000 captives from the Burgundans of Lyons and Savoy. Such deed^ 
are the bell of miracles. 
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of Dalmatia, a gold mine in Bruttiura, were chap. 
carefully explored, and the Pomptine marihes, 
as well as thofe of Spoleto, were drained and 
cultivated by private undertakers, whofe diftant 
reward muft depend on the continuance of the 
public profperity Whenever the feafons were 
lefs propitious, the doubtful precautions of form* 
ing magazines of corn, fixing the price, and pro* 
hibiting the exportation, attefted at leafl the 
benevolence of the ftate ; but fuch was the 
extraordinary plenty which an induftrious peo* 
pie produced from a grateful foil, that a gallon 
of wine was fometimes fold in Italy for lefs than 
three farthings, and a quarter of wheat at about 
five Ihillings and fix pence A country pof- 
feifed of fo many valuable objedls of exchange 
foon attra6ted the merchants of the world, whofe 
beneficial traffic was encouraged and protected 
by the liberal fpirit of Theodoric. The free 
intercourfe of the provinces, by land and water 
was reftored and extended ; the city gates were 
never fhut either by day or by night ; and the 
common faying, that a purfe of gold might be 
fafely left in the fields, was exprefiive of the 
confcious fecurity of the inhabitants. 

The political oeconomy of Theodoric (fee Anonym. Vales, p. 721. 
and Caffiodoriusj in Chron.) may be diftindly traced under the following 
heads: iron mine (Var. iii. ^3.); gold mine (ix. 3.); Pomptine marflies 
(ii. 33-); Spoleto (ii. ai.); corn (i. 34. x. 27, 28. xL ii? 12.); trade 
(vi. 7. 9. 23.); fair of Leucothoe or St. Cyprian in Lucania (viii. 33.); 
plenty (xii. 4.) ; the curfus, or public poft (i. 29. ii. 31. iv* 47* S* 

Yi. 6. vii..33.) ; the Plaminian way (xii. 18.). 

LX modii tritici in folidum ipfius tempore fuerunt, et vinum xxx. 
amphorae in folidum (Fragment. Vales.), Com was diftributed from 
the granaries at xv or xxv modii for a piece of gold> and the price 
was ftill moderate. 

A differ* 
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A difference of religion is always pernicious 
and often fatal.to the harmony of the prince and 
people; the Gothic conqueror had been edu- 
cated in the profeffion of Arianifm, and Italy was 
■ - "• But the 

not infected by 

zeal ; and he pioufly adhered to the herefy of 
his fathers, without condefcen ding to balance 
the fubtiie arguments of theological metaphyfics. 
Satisfied with the private toleration of his Anan 
feaaries, he juflly conceived himfelf to be the 
guardian of the public worfhip, and his external 
reverence for a fhperftition which he defpifed 
may have nouvifhed in his mind the falutaiy 
indifference of a ftatefman or philofopher. The 


peopl 

devoutly attached to the Nicene faith 
perfuafion of Theodoric was i — — 

^ m nt T T 
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his mother, were permitted to retain or em.- 
brace the Athanafian faith, and his long reign 
could not afford the example of an Italian Ca- 
tholic, who, either from choice or compulfion, 
had deviated into the religion of the conqueror”* 
The people, and the Barbarians themfelves, were 
edified by the pomp and order of religious wor- 
ftiip ; the magiftrates were inllruQ;ed to defend 
the juft immunities of ecclefiaftical perfons and 
pofleflions; the biftiops held their fynods, the 
metropolitans exercifed their Jurifdidlion, and 
the privileges of fandtuary were maintained or 
moderated according to the fpirit of the Roman 
jurifpruden.ce^°. With the prote6lion, Theodoric 
afllimed the legal fupremacy of the church ; and 
his firm adminiftration reftored or extended 
fome ufeful prerogatiyes which had been ne- 
gle6ted by the feeble emperors of the Weft. He 
was not ignorant of the dignity and importance 
,of the Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable 
hame of Pope was now appropriated. The peace 
or the revolt of Italy might depend on the cha- 
fadter of a wealthy and popular biftiop, who 
claimed fuch ample dominion both in heaven 
and earth j who had been declared in a numerous 


The tolerating fyftem of his reign (Ennodiusvp. i6i3» Anonym. 
Vales, p. 719. Prpcop. Goth. l.i. c. i. l.ii. c. 6. m^-y be ftudied in the 
Bpiftles of Caffiodorixis, under the following heads: bijk^ps (Var. i. 9. 
vjii. 15, ^4. XU 53.); immumtks (u % 6 * ii. 30.) ; church lands 
{iv. 17 ap.); fanBuaries (ii. Ii. iiL47.); church plate (xii. ao.); dif-* 
cipline (iv. 44.) ; which prove at the fame time that he was the head 
pf the church as well as of the ftate. 

We may reje< 5 t a foolifh tale of his beheading a Catholic deacon 
who turned Arian (Theodor. LetSior. No. 17.). Why is Theodoric 
fumamed Afcr P From Fafer f (Vales, ad loc.) A light conje( 5 lure. 
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fynod to be pure from all fin, and exempt from 
all judgment When the chair of St.Peter was 

dilputed by Symmachus and Laurence, they ap- 
peared at his fummons before the tribunal of an 
Arian monarch, and he confirmed the eledtion 
of the moft worthy or the moft obfequious can- 
didate. At the end of his life, in a moment of 
jealouly and refentment, he prevented the choice 
of the Romans, by nominating a pope in the 
palace of Ravenna. The danger and furious 
contefts of a fchifra were mildly reftrained, and 
the laft decree of the fenate was enafibed to ex- 
tinguiih, if it were poffible, the fcandalous ve- 
nality of the papal eie6lions 

I have defcanted with pleafure on the fortu- 
nate condition of Italy ; but our fancy muft not 
haftily conceive that the golden age of the poets, 
a race of men without vice or mifery, was real- 
ifed under the Gothic conqueft. The fair prof- 
pe6t was fometimes overcaft with clouds ; the 
wifdom of Theodoric might be deceived, his 
power might be refilled, and the declining age of 
the monarch was fullied with popular hatred and 
patrician blood. In the firft. infolence of vic- 
tory, he had been tempted to deprive the whole 
party of Odoacer of the civil and even the na- 

Ennodlus, p. i6aa. 1636. 1638. His was approved 
and regiftered (fynodaliter) by a Roman council (Baronius, A.D. 503? 
No. 6. Francifcus Pagi in Breviar. Pont. Rom. tom. i. p. 342^.). 

See Cafiiodorius (Var. viii. 15. ix. 15, i6.)> Anaftaiius (in Sym- 
jnacho, p. 31.), and the xvuth Annotation of Mafcou. Baronius, Pagi, 
and moft of the Catholic doctors, confefs, with an angry growl, this 
Jppthic ufurpation. 
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trsral rights of fociety®’: a tax unfeafonahly im- C H A p. 
pofed after the calamities of war, would have ■ 
crulhed the riling agriculture of Liguria ; a rigid 
pre-emption of corn, which was intended for the 
public relief, mull have aggravated the dillrefs 
of Campania. Thefe dangerous projedts were 
defeated by the virtue and eloquence of Epi- 
phanius and Boethius, who, in the prefence of 
Theodoric himfelf, fuccefsfully pleaded the caufe 
of the people but if the royal ear was open to 
the voice of truth, a laint and a philofopher are 
not always to be found at the ear of Icings. The 
privileges of rank, or office, or favour, were too 
frequently abufed by Italian fraud and Gothic, 
violence, and the avarice of the king’s nephew 
was publicly expofed, at firll by the ufurpation, 
and afterwards by the reftitution of the eftates 
which he had unjuftly extorted from his Tufcan 
neighbours. Two hundred thoufand Barbarians, 
formidable even to their mailer, were feated in 
the heart of Italy } they indignantly fupported 
the reftraints of peace and difcipline ; the dif- 
orders of their march were always felt and fome- 
times compenfated j and where it was dangerous 
to punilh, it might be prudent to diffemble, the 


He difabled tHem— a licentia teftandi; and ali Italy mourned-— a- 
mentabiii juftitio. I wifli to believe, that thefe penalties were enaded 
againft the rebels who had violated their oa^ of allegiance; but the 
teftimony of Ennodius (p. 1675—1678.) is the more weighty, as he 
lived and died under the reign of Theodoric. 

Ennodius, in Vit. Epiphan. p. 1689, 1690. Boethius de Confola- 
tione Philofophiee, I. i. prof. iv. p. 45, 46, 47. Refped, but weigh the 
palTions of the faint and the fenator; and fortify or alleviate their coxi^- 
plaints by thje various hinta of CafliodonuS (ii» 8. iv. 36. viii. $*)• 

D 4 falhes 
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CHAP. lalHes of their native fiercenefs. When the iiir 
fii%ence of Theodoric had remitted two-thirds 
of the Ligurian tribute, he condefcended to ex? 
plain the difficulties of his fituatipn, and to la- 
' ment the heavy though inevitable burdens which 

he impofed on his fubjeQ;s for their own defence^®. 
Thefe ungrateful fubje6ls could never be cor- 
dially reconciled to the origin, the religion, or 
even the virtues of the Gothic conqueror ; paft 
calamities were forgotten, and the fenfe or fuf? 
picion of injuries was rendered flill more exqui- 
fite by the prefent felicity of the times. 

religious toleration which Theodoric 
perfecute ii^'d the gloty of introducing into the Chriftian 
the Catho- woi'ld, was painful and offenfive to the orthodox 
zeal of the Italians. They refpedled the armed 
herefy of the Goths ; but their pious rage w^as 
fafely pointed againft the rich and defencelefs 
Jews, who had formed tlieir eftabliffimeuts at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the fanfilion of the 
laws'^ Their perfons were infulted, their effects 
were pillaged, and their fynagogues were burnt 
by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, in- 
damed, as it fliould feem, by the moft frivolous 
or extravagant pretences. The government 
which could negIe<St would have delerved fuch 
an outrage. A legal enquiry was inftantly di- 
rected j and as the authors of the tumult had 

Immamiim expeniarum poRdps * , . pro ipfonim falute, 8 cc*t yet 
thefe are no more than words. 

The' Jews were fettled at Naples (Procopius, Goth. I. i. c. 8.), at 
Genoa (Var. ii, a8. iv. 33.), Milan (v. 37.), Rome (iv. 43.). See KkewiJfe 
iBafnage, tlift. des Juifs^ tpm. viii. c. 7. p, ^54. 

efcaped 
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jefcaped in the crowd, the whole community was chap. 
condemned to repair the damage ; and the oh- j 
ilinate bigots who refufed their contributions, 
were whipped through the ilreets by the hand of 
the executioner. This fimple adt of jullice exaf- 
peratedthe difcontentof the Catholics, who ap? 
plauded the merit and patience of thefe holy con- 
fefforsj three hundred pulpits deploredthe perfe- 
cution of the church, and if the chapel of St. Ste- 
phen at Verona was demoliflied by the coipm^nd 
pfTheodoric, it is probable that rpme miracle hoC- 
tile to his name and dignity had been performed 
jon that facred theatre. At the clofe of a glori- 
ous life, the King of Italy difcoverecl that he had 
excited the hatred of a people whofe happinefs 
he had fo aifiduoufly laboured to promote ; and 
his mind was Toured by indignation, jealouly, 
and the bitternefs of unrequited love. The 
.Gothic conqueror condefcepded to difarm the 
unwarlike natives of Italy, interdi<9ting all wear 
pons of offence, and excepting only a fmall knife 
for domeftic ufe. The deliverer of Rome was 
accufed of confpiring with the vileft informers 
againft the lives of fenators whom he fufpedted 
of a fecret and treafonable correfpondence with 
the Byzantine court After the death of An- 
aftafius, the diadem had been placed on the 
head of a feeble old man ; but the powers of 
government were affumed by his nephew Jufli- 

Reac avldus communis exitii, &c. (BoetHtis, 1 . p* 5,9.) : re?; 
dolum Romanis tendebat (Anonym- Vales, p. 73.3*)^ Thefe are hard 
words ; they fpeak the pafTjons of the Italiam, and thofe (I fear) d 
Theodoric himfelf. 

nian, 
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CHAP, nian, who already meditated the extirpation of 
herefy, and the conqueft of Italy and Africa. 
A rigorous law which was publifhed at Gon- 
ftantinople, to reduce the Arians by the dread 
of punithment within the pale of the church, 
awakened the juft refentment of Theodoric, 
who claimed for his diftreffed brethren of the 
Eaft, the fame indulgence which he had fo long 
granted to the Catholics of his dominions. At 
his ftern command, the Roman pontiff, with 
four Uhyiriom S&ci2Aots, embarked on an em- 
bafly, of which he muft have alike dreaded the 
failure or the fuccefs. The Angular veneration 
fliewn to the firft ^pe who had vifited Conftan- 
tinople Was puniflied as a crime by his jealous 
monarch ; the artful or peremptory refufal of 
the Byzantine court might excufe an equal, and 
would provoke it larger, meafure of retaliation ; 
and a mandate was prepared in Italy, to pro- 
hibit, after a ftated day, the exercife of the 
Catholic worftiip. By the bigotry of his fub- 
jedts and enemies, the moll tolerant of princes 
was driven to the brink of perfecution ; and the 
life of Theodoric was too long, fince he lived 
to condemn the virtue of Boethius and Sym- 
machus®*. 

I have laboured to extra<Jl a rational narrative from the dark, con* 
clfe, and various Mats of the Valefian Fragment (p, 7 a a, 7^3, 724.), 
Theophanes (p. 145.), Anaftafins (in Johanne, p. 35.)» Hift, 

Mifcella (p. 103. edit. Muratori). A gentle prelTure and paraphrafe of 
their words is no violence. Confult likevrife Muratori (Annali d’ Italia, 
tom, iv. p. 471^478.), with the Annals and Breviary (tom, i, a59— r 
a63.) of the two PagFs the uncle and the nephew* 
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The fenator Boethius is the laft of the Ro- c hap. 
mans whom Gato or Tully could have acknow- 
iedged for their countryman. As a wealthy chmaer, 
oi-phan, he inherited the patriinony and honours 
of the Anician family, a name ambitioufly af- noursof 
fumed by the kings and emperors of the age ; Bo®*^"** 
and the appellation of Manlius aflerted his ge- 
nuine or fabulous defcent from a r^ce of confuls 
and didlators, who had repulfed the Gauls from 
the Capitol, and facrificed their ,fons to the dif- 
cipline of the republic. In the yotith of Boe- 
thius, the ftudies of Rome were no| totally 
abandoned ; a Virgil ’“ is now extant, corredted 
by the hand of a conful ; and the profefibrs of 
grammar, rhetoric, and juriiprudence, were 
maintained in their privileges and penfions by 
the liberality of the Goths. But the erudition 
of the Latin language was infufficient to fatiate 
his ardent curiofity; and Boethius is faid to have 
employed eighteen laborious years in th^e fchools 
of Athens which were fupported by the zeal, 
the learning, and tfie diligence of Proclus and his 

Le Clerc lias compofed a critical and philofopHcal life of Anicius 
Manlius Severinus Boethius (BibliotjChoifie, tom. xvi*p. i68 — 3^75.); 
and both Tirabofchi (tom. iii.) and Fabricius (Bibliot. Latin.) may be 
ufefully confuked. The date of his birth may be placed about the 
year 470, and his death in in a premature old age (Confol. Phil, 

Metrica? i. p. 5.)- 

For the age and value of this MS. now in the Medicean library 
at Florence, fee the CenotaphiaPifana (p.430— •447*) of Cardinal Noris. 

The Athenian ftudies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, A.D 
510, No. 3. from a fpurious De Difciplina Scholarum), and the 
term of eighteen years is doubtlefs too long : but the ftmple fadl of a 
vifit to Athens is juftified by much internal evidence (Brucker, Hift. 

Crit. Philofoph. tom. iii. p. 5^4 — 5^7-)> and by an expreflion (though 
vague and ambiguous) of his friend Caffiodorius (Var. i. 45.), « long© 
politas Athenas introifti/^ 

difciples. 





4 + 

chap. 

XXXIX. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


difciples. ' The reafon and piety of their Roman 
pupil were fortunately faved from the contagion 
of myftery and magic, which polluted the groves 
of the academy ; but he imbibed the fpirit, and 
imitated the method of his dead and living maf* 
ters, who attempted to reconcile the ftrong and 
fubtle fenfe of Ariftotle with the devout con- 
templation and fublime fancy of Plato. After 
his return to Rome, and his marriage with the 
daughter of his friend, the patrician Symmachus, 
Boethius ftill continued, in a palace of ivory and 
marble, to profecute the fame ftudies The 
church was edified by his profound defence of 
the orthodox. creed againil the Arian, the Euty- 
chian, and fee Neftorian herefies; and the Catho- 
lic unity was explained or expofed in a formal 
treatife by the indifference of three diftina though 
confubftantial perfons. For the benefit of his 
Latin readers, his genius fubmitted to teach the 
firft elements of the arts and fciences of Greece. 
The geometry of Euclid, the mufic of Pythar 
goras^the arithmetic of Nicomachus, the mecha- 
nics of Archimedes, the aftronomy of Ptolemy, 
the theology of Plato, and the logic of Ariftotle, 
viith the commentary of Porphyry, were tranf. 
lated and illuftrated by the indefatigable pen of 
the Roman fenator. And he alone was efteemed 
capable of defcribing the wonders of art, a fun- 


5* BlbliothecEe comptos ebore ac vitro parietes, &c. (Confpl. Phil. 1. i. 
nrof. V. p. 74 .) The Epiffles of Ennodius (■«. 6 . vii. 13 . viu. i. 3i- 37- 
'40.) and Caffiodorius (Var. i. 39- iv. 6 . ix. ai.) afford nmy proofs of 
the high reputation which he enjoyed in his own tunes. It is true, mt 
the Bifliop of Pavia wanted to purchafe of him an old home at Milan, 
and praife nught be tendered and accepted in part of payment. 

n dial. 
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dial, a water-clock, or a fphere which reprefented CHAP, 
the motions of the planets. From thefe abftrufe 
Ipeculations, Boethius Hooped, or, to fpeak more 
truly, he rofe to the focial duties of public and 
private life: the indigent were relieved by his 
liberality ; and his eloquence, which flattery 
might compare to the voice of Demofthenes 
or Cicero, was uniformly exerted in the caufe 
of innocence and humanity. §iuch confpicuous 
merit was felt and rewarded by n ’difcerning 
prince ; the dignity of Boethius wftS adorned with 
the titles of conful and patrici$n, and his talents 
were ufefully employed in the important ftation of 
mailer of the offices. Notwithftanding the equal 
claims of the Fall and Weft, his two fons were 
created, in their tender youth, the confuls of the 
fame year”. On the memorable day of their inau- 
guration, they proceeded in folemn pomp from 
their palace to the forum, amidft the applaufe of 
the fenate and people ; and thieiif joyful father, 
the true conful of Rome, after pronouncing an 
oration in the praife of his royal benefa6lor, dift 
tributed a triumphal largefs in the games of the 
circus. Profperous in his fame and fortunes, in 
his public honours and private alliances, in the 
cultivation of fcience and the confcioufnefs of 
virtue, Boethius might have been ftyled happy, 
if that precarious epithet could be fafely applied 
before the laft term of the life of man. 

Pagi, Muratorl> &c. are agreed that Boethius himfelf was conful" 
in the year 510, his two fons in 5 a a? and in 437^ perhaps, his 
A dcfire of afcribijig the laft of thefe confulftiips to the philofopher,ha 4 
perplexed the chronology of his life. In his honours, alliances, children, 
he celebrates Ms o^n felicity — his palj; felicity (p* xxoi)* 

A philo- 
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C H A ?. A philofbpher, liberal of his wealth and parfi^ 
XXXIX. j]j0]jioug of his time, might be infenfible to the 
His patri- common allurements of ambition, the third, of 
otifin. gold and employment. And fome credit may be 
due to the affeveration of Boethius, that he had 
reluaantly obeyed the divine Plato, who enjoins 
every virtuous citizen to relcue the date from the 
ulurpation of vice and ignorance. Por the inte- 
grity of his public conduft he appeals to the me- 
mory of his country. His authority had rediained 
the pride and oppreffion of the royal officers, and 
his eloquence had delivered Paulianus from the 
dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
often relieved, the didrefs of the provincials, 
whofe fortunes were exhauded by public and pri- 
vate rapine j and Boethius alone had courage to 
oppofe the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by 
couqued, excited by avarice, and as he complains, 
encouraged by impunity. In thefe honouiable 
conteds, his fpirit foared above the confideration 
of danger, and perhaps ofprudence; and we may 

learn from the example of Cato, tnat a dial a6ter 

of pure and infldtible virtue is the mod apt to be 
mided by prejudice, to be heated by enthufiafm, 
and to confound private enmities with public 
jUdice. The difciple of Plato might exagge- 
rate the infirmities of nature, and the imper- 
fedions of fociety ; and the milded form of a 
Gothic kingdom, even the weight of allegi- 
ance and gratitude, mud be infupportable to 
the free fpirit of a Roman patriot. But the fa- 
vour and fidelity of Boethius declined in jud pro- 
portion with the public happinefs; and an un- 
• c k lo. worthy 
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•worthy colleague was impofed, to divide and c H A P* 
controul the power of the mafter of the ofi&ces. XXXIX. 
In the laft gloomy feafon of Theodoric, he indig- 
nantly felt that he was a Have j but as his mafter 
had only power over his life, he ftood without 
arms and without fear againft the face of an 
angry Barbarian, who had been provoked to be- 
lieve that the fafety of the fenate was incompati- 
ble with his own. The fenator Albinus was Heisac- 
accufed and already convicted on the- prefump- cufedof 
tion of hoping, as it was faid, the litlerty of Rome. 

^ If Albinus be criminal,” exclaimed the orator, 

“ the fenate and myfelf are all guilty of the fame 
“ crime. If we are innocent, Albinus is equally 
“ entitled to the prote6lion of the laws.” Thefe 
laws might not have punilhed the Ample and 
barren wilh of an unattainable bleffing ; but they 
would have fliewn lefs indulgence to the rafh 
confeffion of Boethius, that, had he known of a 
confpiracy, the tyrant never fliould’*. The ad- 
vocate of Albinus was foon involved in the 
danger and perhaps the guilt of his client j their 
lignature (which they denied as a forgery) was 
affixed to the original addrefs, inviting the Em- 
peror to deliver Italy from the Goths ; and three 
witnefles of honourable rank,perhaps of infamous 
reputation, attefted the treafonable defigns of the 
Roman patrician®'. Yet his innocence muft be 

Si ego fciflem tu nefcHT^^. Boethius adopts this anfwer(Li. prof. 4. 
p. 53.) of Julius Canus, whofe pHIofophic death is .defcribed by Seneca 
(De Tranquillitate Animij c. 14.). 

The chara< 5 i:ers of his two delators, Bafilius (Var. ii. 10, ii. ir. 
and Opilio (v. 41. viii. 16.), are iliuftrated, not much to their honcmr^ 
in the Epiftles of Caffiodorius, which iikewife mention Becoratua. 
worthlefs colleague of Boethius (h iii* prof. 4. p. X93.). 

pre- 
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prefupied, fince he was deprived by Theodorid 
of the means of juftification, and rigoroufly con- 
fined in the tower of Pavia, while the fenate, at 
the diftance of five hundred miles, pronounced 
a fentence of confifcation and death againft the 
mofl; illuftrious of its members. At the com- 
mand of the Barbarians, the occult fcience of a 
philofopher was ftigmatized with the names of 
facrilege and magic A devopt and dutiful 
attachment to the fenate was condemned as cri- 
minal by the trembling voices of the fenatois 
themfelves j and their ingratitude deferved the 
whh or piied|.^iop. of Boethius, that, after him, 
none fhould be found guilty of the fame offence 


His impri- 
ibnment 
and deathj 
A*D. 524- 


A fevere inquiry was inftituted into the crime of magic (Var.iv. 
aa, a 3 . ix. i 3 .): believed that many necromancer^, had 

cfcaped by making their gaolers mad; for I fliould read drnnL 
97 Boethius had compofed his own Apology (p. 53 .), perhaps more, 
interelling than his confplation. We muil be content with the general 
view of his honours, principles, perfecution, &c. (hi. prof.iv. p. 4 Ci— 
which may be compared with the fliort; and weighty words of the Vale- 
fian Fragment (p. 72i30‘ ^ anonymous writer (Sinner, Catalog. MSS. 
Bibliot. Bern. tom.i. charges him home with honourable, and 

patriotic treafon. 
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She taught him to Gompare his long profperity 
and his recent diftrefs, and to conceive new 
hopes fi’om the inconftancy of fortune. Rea- 
fon had informed him of the precarious condi- 
tion of her gifts ; experience had fatisfied him of 
their real value ; he had enjoyed them without 
guilt ; he might refign them without a ligh, and 
calmly difdain the impotent malice of his ene- 
mies, who had left him happinefSj fince they 
had left him virtue. From the earth, Boethius 
afcended to heaven in fearch of the supreme 
GOOD; explored the metaphyfical labyrinth of 
chance and deftiny, of prefcience and free will, 
of time and eternity ; and generoufly attempted 
to reconcile the perfect attributes of the Deity 
with the apparent diforders of his moral and 
phyfical government. Such topics of confolation, 
fo obvious, fo vague, or fo abftrufe, . are ineffec- 
tual to fubdue the feelings of human nature. 
Yet the fenfe of misfortune may be diverted by 
the labour of thought ; and the fage who could 
artfully combine in the fame work the various 
riches of philofophy, poetry, and eloquence, 
muft already have poffeffedthe intrepid calmnefs 
which he affedled to feek. Sufpenfe, the word 
of evils, was at length determined by the ininit 
ters of death, who executed, and perhaps ex- 
ceeded, the inhuman mandate of Theodoric. 
A ftrong cord was faftened round the head of 
Boethius, and forcibly tightened, till his eyes 
almoft ftarted from their fockets;' and fome 
mercy may be difcovered in the milder torture 

VOL. VII. E of 
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of beating him with clubs till he expired But 
his genius furvived to diffufe a ray of knowledge 
over the darkell ages of the Latin world ; the 
writings of the philofopher were tranflated by 
the moft glorious of the Englifti kings '>% and 
the third emperor of the name of Otho removed 
to a more honourable tomb the bones of a 
Catholic faint, who, from his Arian perfecutors, 
had acquired the honours of martyrdom, and 
the fame of miracles In the laft houi's of 
Boethius, he derived fome comfort from the 
fafety of his two fons, of his wife, and of his 
father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. But 
the grief of Symmachus was indifcreetj, and per- 
haps difrefpefilful: heTiad prefumed to lament, 
he, might dare to revenge, the death of an injured 
friend. He was dragged in chains from Borne 
to the palace of Ravenna ; and the lufpicions 

He was executed in Agro Calventiano (Calvenzano> between Ma* 
rignano and Pavia), Anonym. Vales, p. 723. by order of Eufebius 
count of Ticinum or Pavia. The place of his confinement is ftyled the 
habtiftery, an edifice and name peculiar to cathedrals. It is claimed 
by the perpetual tradition of the church of Pavia. The tower of 
Boetdiius fubiifted till the year 1584, and the draught is yet preferved 
(Tirabofchi, tom. iii* p. 47, 48). 

^ See the Biographica Britannica, Alfred, tom. i. p, 80. ad edi- 
tion. The work is ftill more honourable if performed under the 
learned eye of Alfred by his foreign and domefiic do(£lors. For the 
reputation of Boethius in the middle ages, confult Brucker (Hifi. Crit. 
Philofoph. tom. 3. p. 565, 566.). 

The infcription on his new tomb was compofed by the preceptor 
of Otho the third, the learned Pope Silvefter II. who, like Boethius 
himfelf, was ftyled a magician by the ignorance of the times. The Catho- 
lic martyr had canded his head in his hands a confiderable way (Baronins, 
jA* D. 5a6, No# 17, 18.); yet on a fimilar tale, a lady of my acquain- 
tance once obferved, « La difiance n^y fait rien; il tlj a que ie pre- 
mier paaqui'coute.’^ 
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of ThelScloric could only be appeafed by the G H a p. 
blood of .an innocent and aged fenatOr 

HiuPanity will be difpofed to encourage any re- Remorfe 
port which teftifies the jurifdidtion of confcience 
and the remorfe Of kings 5 and philofophy is not done, 
ignorant that the moft horrid fpefilres are fome- a' 
times created by the powers of a difordered 
fancy, and the weaknefs of a diftempered body. 

After a life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was 
now defcending with fliame and guilt into the 
grave i his mind was humbled by the contrail of 
the paft, and juftly alarmed by the invifible ter- 
rors of futurity. One evening, as it is related, 
when the head of a large fiih was ferved on the 
royal table he fuddenly exclaimed that he be- 
held the angry countenance of Symmachus, his 
eyes glaring fury and revenge, and his mouth 
armed with long iharp teeth, which threatened to 
devour him. The monarch inilantly retired to his 
chamber, and, as he lay, trembling with aguifli 
cold, under a weight of bed-clothes, he expreifed 
in broken murmurs to his phyfician Elpidius, his 
deep repentance for the murders of Boethius and 

.. Boethius applauds the virtiiesofIiisfather-in-law (l.L prof. 4, p. 59, 

L ii. prof. 4. p. 1 18.). Procopius (Goth. 1 . i. g. i.), the Valefian Fragment 
(p. 7a4.)>andthe Hiftoria Mifcella ( 1 . xv. p. io5.)> agreem praiiing the 
fuperior innocence or fan(5lity of Symmachus; and in the eftimation 
of the legend, the guilt of his murder is equal to the imprifonment of 
a pope. 

In the fanciful eloquence of Cafliodorius the variety of fea and 
river fifh are an evidence of extenhve dominion; and thofe of the Rhine, 
of Sicily, and of the Danube, were ferved on the table of Theodcaric 
(Var. xii. 14.)* The monftrous tui’bot of Domitian (Juvenal. Sa** 
dr. hi, 39.) had been caught on the Ihores of the Adriatic. 

E 2 Symma- 
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CHAP. Symmachus'*^ His malady increafed, and after 
^ a dyfentery which continued three days, he ex- 
pired in the palace of Ravenna, in the thirty- 
third, or, if we compute from the invafion of 
Italy, in the thirty-feventh year of his reign. 
Confcious of his approaching end, he divided his 
treafures and provinces between his two grand- 
fons, and fixed the Rhone as their common 
boundary Amalaric was reftored to the 
throne of Spain. Italy, with all the conquefts 
of the Oftrogoths, was bequeathed to Athalaric ; 
whofe age did not exceed ten yeai’s, but who 
was cherilhed as the laft male offspring of the 
line of Amali, by the fliort-lived marriage of his 
mother Amalafuntha with a royal fugitive of the 
fame blood ’°L In the prefence of the dying 
monarch, the Gothic chiefs and Italian magiC- 
trates mutnally engaged their faith and loyalty 
to the young prince, and to his guardian mother; 
and received in the fame awful moment, his laft 
falutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love the 

Procoplusj Goth, Li- .c- 1. But he might have informed us, 
whether he had received this curious anecdote from common report, 
or from the^ mouth of the royal phyfician. 

Procopius, Goth. L i. c. i, it. I3, 13. This partition had beett 
dire<Sted by Theodoric, though it was not executed till after his death. 
Regni hereditatem fuperftes reliquit (Ifidor, Chron. p. 721, edit. 
'Grot*).' - ■ ■ 

Berimund, the third in defcent fromHurmanric, King of the Oftro- 
goths,. had retired into Spain, where he lived and died in obfcurity (Jor- 
nandes, c. 33. p. ao2. edit. Murator.). See the difcovery, nuptials, and 
death of his grandfon Eutharic (c.58. p. a2o.> His Roman garnet 
might render him popular (Cafliodor. in Chron.), but Eutharic was 
afper in religione* (Anonym. Vales, p. 722, 723.). 

^5 
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ienate and people of Eome, and to cultivate chap. 
with decent revei'ence the friendfhip of the 
Emperor The monument of Theodoric was 
eredted by his daughter Amalafuntha, in a con- 
Ipicuous lituation, which commanded the city 
of Ravenna, the harbour, and the adjacent 
coaft. A chapel of a circular form, thirty feet 
in diameter, is crowned by a dome of one entire 
piece of granite : fi'om the centre of the dome, 
four columns arofe, which fupported, in a 
vafe of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic 
king, furrounded by the brazen ftatues of the 
twelve apoftles His fpirit, after fome previous 

expiation, might have been permitted to mingle 
with the benefa6lors of mankind, if an Italian 
hermit had not been witnefs in a vifion to the 
damnation of Theodoric”®, whofe foul was 
plunged, by the niinifters of divine vengeance, 
into the vulcano of Lipari, one of the flaming 
mouths of the infernal world 


See the counfels of Theodonc, and the pitieflions of his fuccef- 
for, in Procopius (Goth. hi. c. i, a.)t Jornandes (c. 59, p. aao, and 
Cafliodorius (Var. viii. i — 7.). Thefe epiities are the triumph of his 
minifterial eloquence. 

*07 Anonym, Vales p. 724* Agnellus de Vitis Pont. Raven, in Mu- 
ratori Script. Rerum Ital. tom. ii. P. i. p. 67. Alberti Befcrittione 
d’ltalia, p. 311* 

This legend is related by Gregory 1 . (Dialog, iv. 3 6.), and approved 
by Baronius (A. D. 5^6. No. a8.); and both the Pope and Cardinal are 
grave do<£lors, fufficient to eftablilh a probable opinion. 

Theodoric himfelf, or rather Caffiodorius, had defcribed in tragic 
ftrains the vulcanos of Lipari (Cluver. Sicilia, p. 406—410.), and Ve- 
fuvius (iv.50.). 
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CHAP. XL. 

Elevation ofjyfiin the Elder. Reign of Juftin 

nian ; — I. The Emprefs Theodord . — -11. Fac- 
tions of the Circits, and Sedition of Conftan- 
tinople . — III. Trade and MannfaMure of Silk. 
— IV. Finances and Taxes . — V. Ed fees qf 
Jtfiinian. Church of St. Sophia. For- 

tifications and Frontiers of the Eqjlern Empire. 

Abolition of the Schools of' Athens, and , 

the Confid/hi'p of Rome. 

''J[’HE Emperor Jullinian was born ' near the 
ruins of Sardica (the modern Sophia), of an 
obfeure race * of Barbarians % the inhabitants of 
a wild and defolate country, to which the names 
of Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have 
been fucceffively applied. His elevation was 
prepared by the adventurous fpirit of his uncle 
Juftin, who, with two other peafants of the 
fame village, deferted for the profeffion of arms 
the moi*e ufefpl employment of hulbandmen of 

There is fome difficulty in the date of his birth (Ludewig in Vit. 
jufiinlani, p. laj-); none in the place ^ — the diftridt Bederiana — the vil- 
lage Taurefium, which he afterwards decorated with his name and fplen- 
dour (D’Anville, Hift. de. EAcad. &c. tom. xxxi. p. 387-?— 

* The names of thefe Dardanian peafants are Gothic, and almoft En- 
glifti: Jvfiinian is a tranflation of upraudu {upright)'^ his father Saba-* 
tins (in Grseco-barbarous language was flyled in his village IJiock 
(Stock); his mother Bigleniza was foftened into Vigilantia. 

3 Ludewig (p. 137 — 135*) attempts to juftify the Anician name of 
Juftinian and Theodora, and to conned them with a family from which 
the houfe of Auftrijt has been derived* 

Ihep- 




I 


I 






fliepherds On foot, with a fcanty provifion chap. 
of bifcuit in their knapfaeks, the three youths , ^ j 
followed the high road of Conftantinople, and 
were fooii enrolled, for their ftrength and: ttature, 
among the guards of the Emperor Leo. Under 
the two fucceeding reigns, the fortumate pea- 
fant emerged to wealth and honours ; and his ’ 

efcape from fome dangers which threatened his 
life was afterwards afcribed to the guardian 
angel who watches over the fate of kings. His 
long and laudable fervice in the Ifaurian and 
Perfian wars would not have preferved from 
oblivion the name of Juftin ; yet they might 
warrant the military promotion, which in the 
courfe of fifty years he gradually obtained ; the 
rank of tribune, of count, and of general, the 
dignity of fenator, and the command of the 
guards, who obeyed him as their chief, at the 
important crifis when the Emperor Anallafiiis 
was removed from the world. The powerful 
ktnfmen whom he had raifed and enriched were 
excluded from the throne; and the eunuch 
Amantius, who reigned in the palace, had 
fecretly refolved to fix the diadem on the head 
of the moll obfequious of his creatures. A li- 
beral donative, to conciliate the fuffrage of the 
guards, was entrulled for that purpofe in the 
hands of their commander. But thefe weighty 
arguments were treacherouflyemployed by Juftin 


4 See the anecdotes of Procopius (c. 6.) with the notes of N. Ale- 
mannus. The fatirift would, not have finihj in: the vague and. decent 
appellation of the jSyjcoXO and of Zonaras, Yefc- 

why are thofe names difgraceful? — and what Geraian baroa would . 
not be proud to defcend from the Eumseus of the Odyfiey P 
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in his own favour; and as no competitor pre- 
fumed to appear, the Dacian peafant was in- 
vefted with the purple, by the unanimous con- 
fent of the foldiers who knew him to be brave 
and gentle, of the clergy and people who be- 
lieved him to be orthodox, and of the provin- 
cials who yielded a blind and implicit liib- 
miffion to the will of the capital. The elder 
Juftin, as he is diftinguilhed from another em- 
peror of the fame family and name, afcended 
the Byzantine throne at the age of fixty- 
eight years ; and, had he been left to his own 
guidance, every moment of a nine years reign 
muft have expofed to his fubjedts the impropriety 
of their choice. His ignorance was fimilar to 
that of Theodoric ; and it is remarkable, that in 
an age not deftitute of learning, two contem- 
porary monarchs had never been inftrudted in 
the knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius 
of Juftin was far inferior to that of the Gothic 
king: the experience of a foldier had not quali- 
fied him for the government of an empire ; and, 
though perfonally brave, the confcioufnefs of his 
own weaknefs was naturally attended with doubt, 
diftruft, and political apprehenfion. But the of- 
ficial bufinefs of the ftate was diligently and faith- 
fully tranfadted by the quseftor Proclus®; and the 
aged Emperor adopted the talents and anabition 
of his nephew Juftinian, an alpiring youth, whom 
his uncle had drawn from the ruftic folitude of 

5 His ^rtues are praifed by Procopius (Perfic. L i. c. 1 1 .). The quseftor 
Proclus was the friend of Juflinian, and the enemy of every other 
adoption. 
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Dacia, and educated at Conllantinople, as the c h a p. 
heir of his private fortune, and at length of the ^ ^ 
Eaftern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been de- Adoption 
fi-auded of his money; it became neceffary to 
deprive him of his life. The talk was eafily 
accomplilhed by the charge of a real or li6bitious 
conlpiracy ; and the judges were informed, as 
an accumulation of guilt, that he was fecretly 
addidled to the Manichaeanherefy®. Amantius 
loft his head ; three of his companions, the firft 
domeftics of the palace, were puhilhed either 
with death or exile and their unfortunate candi- 
date for the purple was call into a deep dungeon, 
overwhelmed with ftones, and ignominioufly 
thrown, without burial, into the fea. The ruin 
of Vitalian was a work of more difficulty and 
danger. That Gothic chief had rendered him- 
felf popular by the civil war which he boldly 
waged againft Anaftafius for the defence of the 
orthodox faith, and after the conclufion of an 
advantageous treaty, he ftill remained in the 
neighbourhood of Conftantinople at the head of 
a formidable and vi6lorious army of barbarians. 

By the frail fecurity of oaths, he was tempted to 
relinquifti this advantageous fituation, and to 
truft his perfon within the walls of a city, whofe 
inhabitants particularly the fa6tion, were 
artfully incenfed againft him by the remem- 

^ Manichsean figiiifies Eutycluan. Hear the fiirious acclamations oiP 
Conftantinople and Tyre, the former no more than fix days after the 
deceafe of Anaftafius. T/iej; produced, the latter applauded, the eu- 
nuch’s death (Baronius. A. D. 51S. P* ii. No. 15. Fleury, Hift.KccIef. 

• tom. vii. p. aoo. from the Councils, tom. v. p. iSz* ao;. 

brance 
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CHAP, brance even of his pious hollilities. The Em« 

"VT ' ' ' ' ' ' -I ' 

. ^ ‘ , peror and his nephew embraced him as the 

faithful and worthy champion of the church and 
flatej and gratefully adorned their favourite 
with the titles of conful and general ; but in the 
feventh month of his confuhhip, Vitalian was 
ftabbed with feventeen wounds at the royal ban- 
quet and Juftinian, who inherited the fpoil, 
vras accufed as the affaflin of a fpiritual brother, 
to whom he had recently pledged his faith in 
the participation of the Chriftian myfteries 
, After .the fall of his rival, he was promoted, 
without any claim of military fervice, to the 
office of ma&er-general of the Eaftern armies, 
whom it was his duty to lead into the field 
againft the public enemy. But, in the purfuit 
of fame, Juftinian might have loft his prefent 
dominion over the age and weaknefs of his uncle ; 
and inftead of acquiring by Scythian or Per- 
fian trophies the applaufe of his 001101171060’, 
the prudent warrior folicited their favour in the 
churches, the circus, and the fenate, of Conftan- 
tinople. The Catholics were attached to the ne- 

His power, charadler, and intentions, are perfetSlly explained by 
tbe Count de Buafc(fom. ix. p*54 — 8i.)* He was great-grandfon of 
Afpar, hereditary prince in the Lefier Scythia, and count of the Go^- 
thic f ^derail of Thrace. The Befii, whom he could influence, are the 
minor Goths of Jornandes (c. 51.). 

^ Juftiniani palricu- fa(Si:ione dicitur interfe< 51 :us fuifle (Vi£lor Tunu- 
nenfis, Ghron. in Thefaur. Temp, Scaliger, P. ii, p. 7.). Procopius 
(Anecdot. c. 7,) %les him a tyrant, but acknowledges the 
which is well explained by Alemannus. 

9 In his earlieft youth (plane adolefcens) he had paiTed fome time 
as an hoftage wfth Theodoric. For this curious fad, Alemannus (ad 
Procop, Anecdot, c. 9. p. 34. of the firft edition) quotes a MS, hiftory 
' of Juftinian, by his preceptor Theophilus. Ludewig (p. 143.) wilhes to 

make him: a iblditirv 
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pliew of Juftin, who, between the Neftorian and e H A P, 

Eutychian herelies, trod the narrow path of in- j 

flexible and intolerant orthodoxy In the firft 
days of the new reign, he prompted and gratified 
the popular enthufiafm againft the memory of the 
deceafed Emperor. After a fchifm of thirty-four 
years, he reconciled the proud and angry fpirit 
of the Roman pontitF, and fpread among the 
Latins a favourable report of his pious refpe61: ' 
for the apoftolic fee. The thrones of the Eaft 
were filled with Catholic bifliops devoted to his 
interefl, the clergy and the monks were gained 
by his liberality, and the people were taught to 
pray for their future fovereign, the hope and 
pillar of the true religion. The magnificence of 
Juftinian was difplayed in the fuperior pomp of 
his public fpe6lacles, an objedt not lefs facred 
and important in the eyes of the m ultitude than 
the creed of Nice or Chalcedon ; the expence 
of his confullhip was efteemed at two hundred 
and eighty-eight thoulknd pieces of gold; twenty 
lions, and thirty leopards, were produced at the 
fame time in the amphitheatre, and a numerous 
train of horfes, with their rich trappings, was 
bellowed as an extraordinary gift on the vidlo- 
rious charioteers of the circus. While he in- 
dulged the people of Conllantinople, and re- 
ceived the addrefles of foreign kings, the nephew 
of Juftin afliduoufly cultivated the friendlhip of 
the fenat^. That venerable name feemed to 

The ecclefiaftical hiflorjr of JuMiilan wiil be ihewxi hereafter. See 
Baronius# A.D. 518— 5 ai? and the copious ^r^ch Jufitnlanus in Ijxe 
index to the viith Yolume of his Annals. - -#, « • 

. ■ ’ f 
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qualify its members to declare the fenfe of the 
nation, and to regulate the fucceffion of the 
Imperial throne : the feeble Anaflafius had per- 
mitted the vigour of government to degenerate 
into the form or fubftance of an ariftocracy ; 
and the military officers who had obtained the 
fenatorial rank, were followed by their domeftic 
guards, a band of veterans, whofe arms or accla- 
mations might fix in a tumultuous moment the 
diadem of the Eaft. The treafures of the ftate 
W'ere laviftied to procure the voices of the fena- 
tors, and their unanimous wifti, that he would 
be pleafed to adopt Juftinian for his colleague, 
was communicated to the Emperor. But this 
requeft, which too clearly admonifhed him of his 
approaching end, was unwelcome to the jealous 
temper of an aged monarch, defirous to retain 
the power which he was incapable of exercifing ; 
and Juftin, holding his purple Muth both his 
hands, advifed them to prefer, fince an eledtion 
was fo profitable, fome older candidate. Not- 
withftanding this reproach, the fenate proceeded 
to decorate Juftinian with the royal epithet of 
nohiUffmm ; and their decree was ratified by the 
affedtion or the fears of his uncle. After fome 
time the languor of mind and body, to which 
he was reduced by an incurable wound in his 
thigh, indifpenfably required the aid of a guar- 
dian. He fummoned the patriarch and fena- 
tors ; and in their prefence foleirtnly placed the 
diadem on the head of his nephew, who was 
conducted from the palace to the circus, and 
ffiluted by the loud and joyful applaufe of the 

people. 
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people. The life of Juftin was prolonged about chap. 
four months, but from the inftant of this eere- , , 

mony, he was confidered as dead to the empire, 
which acknowledged Juftinian, in the forty-fifth 
year of his age, for the lawful fovereign of the 


From his elevation to his death, Juftinian 
governed the Roman empire thirty-eight years, 
feven months, and thirteen days. The events 
of his reign, which excite our curious attention 
by their number, variety, and importance, are 
diligently delated by the fecretary of Belifarius, 
a rhetorician whom eloquence had promoted to 
the rank of fenator and prmfedl of Conftanti- 


The reign 
of Juftiiii- 
an, A, JD. 
5^7, April 
I.— A.D* 
565, Nov. 
14. 


nople. According to the viciffitudes of courage 
or fervitude, of favour or difgrace, Procopious charaaer 


fucceffively compofed the ki/iory, the panegyric, 
and the Jatire of his own times. The eight copius. ™ 
books of the Perfian, Vandalic, and Gothic 


wars which are continued in the five books of 


** The reign of the elder Juftin may be found in the three Chroni- 
cles of Marcellinus, Vicftor, and John Malala (tom. ii.p. 130 — -150.), 
the laft of “whom (in fpite of Hody, Prolegom. No. i4. 39. edit. Oxon.) 
Tved foon after Juftinian (Jortin’s Remarks, &c. vol. iv. p.383.), in the 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Evagrius (L iv. c. i, a, 3. 9.), and the Ex- 
cerpta of Theodorus (Le<ftor. No. 37.), and in Cedrenus (p.36a — 366.) 
and Zonaras ( 1 . xiv. p. 58 — 61.), who may pafs for an original. 

*** See the charaifters of Procopius and Agathias in .La Mothe le 
Vayer (tom- viii. p* 144— -174.), Voftius - (de Hiftoricis Grsecis, 1. il 
c. a 2.), and Fabricius (Bibliot. Grsec. 1 . v. c. 5. tom vi. p. 248 — a 7 8.). 
Their religion, an honourable problem, betrays occafional conformity, 
with a fecret attachment to Paganifm and Philofophy. 

In the feven firft books, two Perfic, two Vandalic, and three 
Gothic, Procopius has borrowed from Appian the divilion of provinces 
and wars ; the viiith book, though it bears the name of Gothic, is a 
mifcellaneous and general fupplement down to the fpring of the year 
533, from whence it is continued by Agathias till 559 (Pagi, Critica, 
A.D. 579, No. 5,). 

Agathias, 
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Agathias, deferve our efteem as a laborious and 
fuccefsful imitation of the Attic^ or at leatl of 
the Afiatic writers of ancient Greece. His fa6ls 
are colleaed from the perfonal experience and 
free converfation of a foldier, a ftatefinan, and 
a traveller; his ft}de continually afpires, and 
often attains, to the merit of ftrength and ele- 
gance; his reflexions, more efpecially in the 
ijpeeches which he too fi’equently inferts, con- 
tain a rich fund of political knowledge ; and the 
hiftorian,- excited by the generous ambition of 
pleafing and inftruXing pofterity, appears to dif- 
dain the prejudices of the people, and the flat- 
tery of courts. The writings of Procopius 
were read and applauded by his contempora- 
ries but, although he refpeafully laid them 
at the foot of the throne, the pride of Juftinian 
muft have been wounded by the praife of ail 
hero, who perpetually eclipfes the glory of his 

The literary fate of Procopius has been fomewhat unlucky. i._ His 
books de Bello Gothico were Men by Leonard Aretin, and publilhed 
(Fulgihii, 1470. Venet. 1471- apud Janfon. Mattaire, Annul. Typo- 
eraph. tom. i. edit, pofterior, p. 290. 304. 279' ®99-) ® 

(See Voffips de Hift. Lat. 1. iii. c. 5. and the feeble defence of the Venice 

GiomaledeLetterati,tom.xbr. p.soy.)- a. His works were mutilated 
bv the fiift Latin tranflators, Chiftopher Perfona (Giomale, tom. xix. 
p. ,40—248.) and Raphael de Volaterra (Huet, de Claris. Interpre- 
tibus, p. idd.'Who did not even confult the IMS. of the Vatican library, 
of which they were prsefefts (Aleman, in Prsfat. Anecdot.). 3. The 
Greek text was not printed till 1607, hy Hoc-fchelius of Augiburg 
(Diffionaire de Bayle, tom. ii. p. 7S»-)- 4. The Paris edition was im- 
perfedtly executed by Claude Maltret, a Jefuitof Thouloufe (m 1663), 
far diftant from the Louvre prefs and the Vatican MS., from whiA, 
however, he obtained fome fupplemcnts. His promlfed commentaries, 
&c. have never appeared The Agathias of Leyden (1594) has been, 
wifely reprinted by the Paris e&or, with the Latin veriioii of Bona- 
ventura Vulcamus, a learned interpreter (Huet, p. 176.). 

‘s Agathias in Praefat. p, 7 , 8 . 1. iv. p. 137- Evagrius, I. iv. c. Ii4 
See Ukewife Photius, cod. Ixiii. p. 65. . „ . 

^ , 10 inaXivfi 
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inadlive fovereign. The confcious dignity of e H A p. 
independence was iiibdued by the hopes and 
fears of a flave 5 and the fecretary of Belifarius 
laboured for pardon and reward in the fix books 
of the Imperial edifices. He had dextroufly 
chofen a fubjedt of apparent fplendour in which 
he could loudly celebrate the genius, the mu- 
nificence, and the piety of a prince, who, both 
as a conqueror and legiflator, had furpafled the 
puerile virtues of Themiftocles and Cyrus 
Difappointment might urge the flatterer to fe- 
cret revenge ; and the firfl; glance of favour 
might again tempt him to fufpend and fupp refs 
a libel ■% in which the Roman Cyrus is de- 
graded into an odious and contemptible tyrant, 
in which both the Emperor and his confort 
Theodora are ferioufly reprefented as two 
deemons, who had aflumed an human form for 
the deftrudlion of mankind Such bafe in- 
confiftency mull doubtlefs fully the reputation, 
and detraft from the credit, of Procopius : yet. 


K'jpH (fays lie, Prajfat. ad i. de Edificiis ^riarimrm) is 

no more than Ktps — a pun I In tliefe five books, Procopius 
affedls a Chrifiian as well as a courtly ftyle. 

Procopius difclofes himfelf (Prjefat ad Anecdot. c. i, a. 5.), and 
the anecdotes are reckoned as the ixth bookby Suidas (tom. iii. p* 186. 
edit. Kufter). The filence of Evagrius is a poor objedlion. Baronins 
(A. D. 548, No. a4.) regrets the lofs of this fecret hiftory ; it was then 
in the Vatican library, in Ms own cuftody, and was firfl publilhed 
fixteen years after Ms death, with the learned, but partial, notes of 

Nicholas Alemannus (Lugd. i6a3.)» 

Juftinian an ass — the perfetSl likenefs of Donfitian- — (Anecdot. 
c. 8.) — Theodora’s lovers driven from her bed by rival daemons— her 
marriage foretold with a great daemon — a monk faw the prince of the 
daemons, inftead of Juftinian, on the throne — the fervants who watched 


beheld a face without features, a body walking without a head, &c. 
Procopius declares his own and his friends’ belief iu thefe diabofical 


ftories (c. X3.}. 



after 
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CHAP, after the venom of his malignity has been fuf- 
feted to exhale, the refidue of the anecdotes, 

' even the moft difgraceful fa6ls, fome of ^v'hich 
had been tenderly hinted in his public hiftory, 
are eftabliflied by their internal evidence, or 
the authentic monuments of the times From 
thefe various materials, I fliall now proceed to 
defcribe the reign of Juftinian, which will de- 
ferve and occupy an ample fpace. The prefent 
chapter will explain the elevation and charafiler 
of Theodora, the fa6lions of the circus, and the 
peaceful adminiftration of the fovereign of the 
Eafl. In the three fucceeding chapters, I lhall 
relate the wars of Juftinian which atchieved the 
conqueft of Africa and Italy ; and I lhall follow 
the vidlories of Belilarius and Narfes, without 
difguifing the vanity of their ti’iumphs, or the 
hoftile virtue of the Perfian and Gothic heroes. 
The feries of this and the following volume will 
embrace the jurilprudence and theology of the 
Emperor ; the controverfies and fecfts which ftill 
divide the Oriental church the reformation of 
the Roman law which is obeyed or refpeaed by 


Divifion 
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reign of 
Juftinian, 
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ftratige elevation cannot be applauded as tbe chap. 
triumph of female virtue. Under the reign of 
Anaftafius, the care of the wild beads main- 
tained by the green fadlion of Conftantinople, 
was entrulled to Acacius, a native of the ifle of 
Gyprus, who, from his employment, was fur- 
named the mafter of the bears. This honour- 
able office was given after his death to another 
candidate, notwithftanding the diligence of his 
widow, who had already provided a hujOband and 
a fucceffor. Acacius had left three daughters, 

Comito ”, Theodora, and Anaftalia, the eldeft 
of whom did not then exceed the age of feven . 
years. On a folemn feftival, thefe helplefs or- 
phans were fent by their diftrelTed and indig- 
nant mother, in the garb of fuppliants, into tb<p 
raidft of the theatre : the green fadlion received 
them with contempt, the blues with corapaflion ; 
and this difference, which funk deep into the 
mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in 
the adminiftration of the empire. As they im- 
proved in age and beauty, the three fitters were 
iucceflively devoted to the publick and private 
pleafures of the Byzantine people ; and Theo- 
dora, after following Comito on the ftage in the 
drefs of a Have, with a ttool on her head, was at 
length permitted to exercife her independent 
talents. She neither danced, nor fung, nor 
played on the flute ; her fkill was confined to the 

Comito was afterwards married to Sittas Duke of Armenia, the 
father, perhaps, at leaft fhe might be the mother, of the Emprefs Sophia, 

Two nephews of Theodora may be the fons of Ajaaftafia {Aleman, 
p.30, 31.). 

¥01., yii, F pantomime 
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CHAP, pantomime arts ; flie excelled in buffoon clia- 
^ rasters, and as often as the comedian fwelled 

her cheeks, and complained with a ridiculous 
tone and gefture of the blows that were infliSled, 
the whole theati'e of Conftantinople refounded 
with laughter and applaufe. The beauty of 
Theodora’’'‘ was the fubjeSt of more flattering 
praife, and the fource of more exquifite delight. 
Her features were delicate and regular ; her 
complexion, though fomewhat pale, was tinged 
with a natural colour ; every fenfation was in- 
ftantly expreffed by the vivacity of her eyes ; 
her ealy motions dilplayed the graces of a fmall 
but elegant figure and either love or adulation 
might proclaim, that painting and poetry were 
incapable of delineating the matchlels excellence 
of her form. But this form was degraded by the 
facility with which it was expofed to the public 
eye, and proflituted to licentious defire. Her 
venal charms were abandoned to a promifcuous 
crowd of citizens and flrangers, of every rank, 
and of every profeflion ; the fortunate lover who 
had been proraifed a night of enjoyment, was 
often driven from her bed by a ftronger or more 
wealthy favourite *, and when Ihe paffed through 
the ftr^ets, her prefence was avoided by all who 
wilhed to efcape either the fcandal or the temp- 
tation. The fatirical hillorian has not bltiflied^^ 

to 

Her llatue was raifed at Conftantinople, on a porphyry column. 
See Procopius (de Edif. l. i. c. ii.), who gives her portrait in the Anec^ 
dotes (c. JO*)* Aleman (p.47‘) produces one from a'Mofaic at Ravennat 
loaded with pearls and jewels, and yet handfome. 

A fragment of the Anecdotes (c. 9 .) fomewhat too naked, was 
fuppreffed by Aiemaimus, though extant in the Vatican MS*; nor has 

the 
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to defcribe the naked fcenes which Theodora chap. 
was not afliamed to exhibit in the theatre^*^, ^ . 

After exhaufting the arts of fenfual pleafure^’, 

Ihe moft ungratefully murmured againft the par- 
fimony of Nature*®: but her murmurs, her plea- 
fures, and her arts, muft be veiled in the obfcu- 
rity of a learned language. After reigning for 
fome time, the delight and contempt of the 
capital, flie condefcended to accompany Ece- 
bolus, a native of Tyre, who had obtained the 
government of the African Pentapolis. But 
this union was frail and tranfient: Ecebolus 
foon rejected an expenfive or faithlefs concu- 
bine ; Are was reduced at Alexandria to extreme 
diftrefs; and in her laborious return to Con- 
ftantinople, every city of the Eafi admired and 
enjoyed the fair Cyprian, whofe merit appeared 
to juftify her defcent from the peculiar ifland of, 

the defeiSl been fuippiied in the Paris or Venice editions. La Moidie le 
Vayer (tom viii. p*i55*) gave the firfi: hint of this chrions and genuine 
paffage (Jortin^s Remarks, vol. iv. p.366.), wJiich he had recdved from 
Rome, and it has been fiiice publilhed in the Menagiana p.a54 

—-259.), with a Latin veidion. 

After the mention of a narrow girdle (as none could appear ftark- 
naked in the theatre), Procopius thus proceeds : ava'vs'rroKDia te ev ra 
uVria ExstTo. Onn^ rmq • . * . dvrn uVspSsy twv 

EpprTTTov aj h o; oi s? tuto ’?rapE£rp^Ei;acrjijtEvoi. Evtuy^ayov toij' 

VP/AacTiy eiQev^e aara /Atav avEXo^Evot siu^iov* I have heard that a learned 
prelate,” now deceafed, was fond of quoting this paiTage in converfation. 

Theodora furpaffed the Crifpa of Aufonius (Epigram Ixxi.), who 
imitated the capitalis luxus of the females of Nola. See Quintilian In- 
mtut. viii. 6. and Torrentius ad Herat. Sermon. 1 . i. fat. 2, v. loi. 

At a memorable fupper, thirty (laves waited round the table j ten 
young men feafted with Theodora. Her charity was unimerfaL 
Et lafTata viris, necdum fatiata, receliit- 

HSe kccix Tptaiv rpVTTVi^txTdDV Epyafo/xgyr} evsxcpAs* (pverst ^vcr^opiifAi}i^'ati 
ju.>5 Jtat avrn svpvrspoy n wy sicn r’pvTvvjf ^vveers un xjzt m&m 

spyci^Ecr 9 <xi» She wifhed for a fourth altar, ‘ cm which'ihe might pour 
libations to the god of love. 
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under the name of his uncle. Perhaps the con- c h a p. 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which Ihe 
had fo often laviflied on the meanell of mankind j 
perhaps fhe inflamed, at firft by modefl delays, 
and at laft by fenliial allurements, the defires of a 
lover, who from nature or devotion was addicted 
to long vigils and abftemious diet. When his firft. 
tranfports had fubfided, the Hill maintained the 
fame afcendant over his mind, by the more fblid 
merit of temper and underftanding. Juftinian 
delighted to ennoble and enrich the objedt of bis 
afieftion; the treafures of the Eaft were poured - 
at her feet, and the nephew of Juitin w^as deter- 
mined, perhaps by religious fcruples, to befllow 
on his concubine the facred and legal character 
of a wife. But the laws of Rome exprefsly pro- 
hibited the marriage of a fenator with any female 
who had been difhonoured by a fervile origin or 
theatrical profeflion ; the Eraprefs Lupicina, . or 
Euphemia, a barbarian of ruftic manners, but 
of irreproachable virtue, refufed to accept a 
proftitute for her niece ; and even Vigilantia, 
the fuperftitious mother of Juftinian, though 
fhe acknowledged the wit and beauty of Theo- 
dora, was ferioufly apprehenfive, left the levity 
and arrogance of that artful paramour might 
corrupt the piety and happinefs of her fon. 

Thefe obftacles were removed by the inflexible 
eonftancy of Juftinian. He patiently expected 
the death of the Eraprefs ; he defpifed the tears 
of his mother, who foon funk under the weight 
of her afflidlion ; and a law was promulgated in 
the name of the Emperor Juftin, which abolifhed 
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F. the rigid jurifprudence of antiquity. A glorious 
j repentance (the words of the edisSl) was left 
open for the unhappy females ■who had profti- 
tuted their perfons on the theatre, and they 
■were permitted to contradl a legal union ■vvdth 
the moll illuftrious of the Romans®®. This 
indulgence "was fpeedily followed by the folemn 
nuptials of Juftinian and Theodora ; her dignity 
was gradually exalted with that of her lover ; 
and, as foon as Juftin had invefted his nephew 
with the purple, the patriarch of Conftantinople 
placed the diadem on the heads of the Emperor 
and Emprefs of the Eaft. But the ufual honours 
which the fe^verity of Roman manners had 
allowed to the . wives of princes, could not 
fatisfy either the ambition of Theodora or the 
fondnefs of Juftinian. He feated her on the 
throne as an equal and independent colleague 
in the fovereignty of the empire, and an oath 
of allegiance ■was impofed on the governors of 
the provinces in the joint names of Juftinian 
and Theodora The Eaftern world fell prof- 
trate before the genius and fortune of the 
daughter of Acacius. The proftitute who, in 
the prefence of innumerable fpefitators, had 

.:r 

^ See the old law in Juftinlan^s Code ( 1 . v. tit. v. leg. 7. tit. xxvii* 
leg . % ) under, tbe years 336 and 454. The new edi< 5 t (about the year s^l 
or 5^2. Aleman, p. 38. 96.) very awkwardly repeals no more than the 
daufe of mulieres fcentca^ lihertinse, tabernarije. See the novels 89 and 
1 1 7. and a Greek refcript from Juftinian to thebifhops (Aleman. p. 4 i 0 * 
^ I fwear by the Father, &c. by the Virgin Mary, by the four Gof- 
pels, quae in manibus teneo, and by the holy Archangels Michael and 
Gabriel, puram confcientiam germanumque fervitium me fervaturum, 
iacratiflimis DDKN. Juftiniano etTheodorae conjugi ejus fN'ovell, viii^ 
tit. 3.), Would the oath have been binding in favour of the widow ? 
Communes tituli et trlumphi, (Aleman. p.47j 48.). 
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polluted the theatre of Conllantinople, was c 
adored as a queen in the fame city, by grave ^ 
magiftrates, orthodox biftiops, viftorious gene- 
rals, and captive monarchs 

Thofe who believe that the female mind is 
totally depraved by the lofs of chaftity, will 
eagerly liften to all the invedlives of private 
envy or popular refentment, which have dif- 
fembled the virtues of Theodora, exaggerated 
her vices, and condemned with rigour the venal 
or voluntary fins of the youthful harlot. From a 
motive of fliame, or contempt, file often declined 
the fervile homage of the multitude, efcaped 
from the odious light of the capital, and paffcd 
the greateft part of the year in the palaces and 
gardens which were pleafantly feated on the lea- 
coaft of the Propontis and the Bofphorus. Her 
private hours were devoted to the prudent as wel I 
as grateful care of her beauty, the luxury of 
the bath and table, and the long flumber of the 
evening andthe morning. Her fecret apart- 
ments were occupied by the favourite women 
and eunuchs, whofe interefts and paffions file 
indulged at the expence of juftice j the moft 
iliuftrious perfonages of the ftate were crowded 
into a dark and fultry antichamber, and when at 
laft, after tedious attendance, they were admit- 
ted to kils the feet of Theodora, they expe- 
rienced, as her humour might fuggefl, the filent 
arrogance of an emprefs, or the capricious levity 

« Let greatnefs own her, and (he’s mean no more,’^ &c. 

Without Warburton^s critical telefcope, I fhould never have feen, in the 
general pidure of triumphant vice, any perfonal alludon to Theodora,' 
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CHAP, of a comedian. Her rapacious avarice to accu- 
, mulate an immenfe treafure, may be excufed by 
the apprehenfiion of her hutband’s death, which 
could leave no alternative between ruin and the 
throne > and fear as well as ambition might ex- 
afperate Theodora againft two generals, who du- 
ring a malady of the Emperor had raflily de- 
clared that they were not difpofed to acquiefce in 
the choice of the capital. But the reproach of 
cruelty, fo repugnant even to her fofter vices, 
has left an indelible Itain on the memory of 
Theodora. Her numerous fpies obferved, and 
zealoufly reported, every action, or word, or 
look, injurious to their royal miflrefs. Whom- 
foever they accufed were caft into her peculiar 
prifons inacceifible to the inquiries of juftice ; 
and it was rumoured, that the torture of the 
rack, or fcourge, had been inflidled in the pre- 
fenfe of a female tyrant, infenfible to the voice 
of prayer or of pity Some of thefe unhappy 
vidlims perifhed in deep unwholefome dungeons,^ 
while others were permitted, after the lofs of 
their limbs, their reafon, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her 
vengeance, which was commonly extended to 
the children of thofe whom fhe had fufpeaed or 
injured. The fenator or bifliop, whofe death or 
exile Theodora had pronounced, was delivered 
to a trully meffenger, and his diligence was 

3* Her prifons, a labyrinth, a Tartarus (Anecdot* c. 4»> were under 
the palace. Darknefs is propitious to cruelty, but it is likesvife favour- 
able to calumny and fi<51:ion. ^ ^ ^ , 

A more jocular whipping was inflicted on Saturnius, for premming 
to fay that his -wife, a favourite of the Emprefe, had not been found 

„r,,^sj(Anecdot.c.i7.> quickencd 
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quickened by a menace from her own mouth, c h a. p. 
« If you fail in the execution of my commands, , 

“ I fwear by him who liveth for ever, that your 
‘‘ ikin lhall be flayed from your body 

If the creed of Theodora had not been tainted w- 
with herefy, her exemplary devotion might have 
atoned, in the opinion of her contemporaries, for 
pride, avarice, and cruelty. But if file employed 
her influence to afluage the intolerant fury of the 
Emperor, the prefent age will allow fome merit 
to her religion, and much indulgence to her 
fpeculative errors The name of Theodora 
was introduced, with equal honour, in all the 
pious and charitable foundations of Juftinian ; and 
the moft benevolent inflitution of his reign may 
be afcribed to the fympathy of the Eraprefs for 
her lefs fortunate fillers, who had been reduced or 
compelled to embrace the trade of prollitution. 

A palace, on the Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, was 
converted into a ftately and fpacious monallery, 
and a liberal maintenance was affigned to five 
hundred women, who had been colledled from 
the ftreets and brothels of Conllantinople. In 
this fafe and holy retreat, they were devoted to 
perpetual confinement ; and the defpair of forae, 
who threw themfelves headlong into the fea, 
was lofl in the gratitude of the penitents, who 
had been delivered from fin and mifery by their 
generous benefadlrefs ’A The prudence of Theo- 
dora 

3 ^ Per vlventem in fecula excoriari te faciam. Anaftafius de Viti* 

Pont, in Roman, in Vigilio, p. 40* 

LudewigJ’ p. 1 61— 166. I give him credit for the charkable 
attempt, although he hath not much charity in his temper, ^ - 

35 Compare the Anecdotes (c. 17.) with the Edifices ( 1 . he. 9.) — how 

differently 
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P. doi'a is celebrated by Juflinian himfelf ; and bis 
laws are attributed to the fage counfels of his 
moft reverend wife, whom he had received as 
the gift of the Deity^®. Her courage was dif- 
played amidft the tumult of the people and the 
terrors of the court. Her chaftity, from the mo- 
ment of her union with Juflinian, is founded on 
the filence of her implacable enemies ; and, al- 
though the daughter of Acacius might be fa- 
tiated with love, yet fome appiaufe is due to the 
firmnefe of a mind which could facrifice pleafure 
and habit to the flronger fenfe either of duty or 
intereft. The wiflies and prayers of Theodora 
could never obtain the blefling of a lawful fbn, 
and Ihe buried an infant daughter, the foie oft» 
j5)ring of her marriage Notwithflanding this 
difappointment, her dominion was permanent 
and abfolute ; Ihe preferved, by art or merit, the 
affedlions of Juflinian; and their feeming dif- 
fenfions were always fatal to the courtiers who 
believed them to be fincere. Perhaps her health 
had been impaired by the licentioufnefs of her 
youth ; but it was always delicate, and Ihe was 
directed by her phyficians to ufe the Pythian 
warm baths. In this journey, the Emprefs was 
followed by the praetorian praefedl, the great 
treafurer, feveral counts and patricians, and a 

differently may the fame fa(Sl be ftated I John Malak (tom. ii. p.i74i 
175.) obferves, that on this, or a fimilax occafion, ihe releafed and clothecj 
the girls whomfhe had purchafed from the ftews at five aurei a-piece. 

Kovel, viii. i. An allufion to Theodora. Her enemies read the 
name Dsemonodora (Aleman, p. 66.). 

St. Sabas refufed to pray for a fon of Theodora, left he fhonld 
prove an heretic woife than Anaftafins himfelf (Cyril in Vit. St.Sab3e. 
apud Aleman, p. 70* X09.). 
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Iplendid train o£ four tlioufand attendants ; the c H A P. 
highways were repaired at her approach ; a pa- , . 

lace was erected for her reception j and as the 
paffed through Bithynia, lire diftributed liberal 
alms to the churches, the monafteries, and the 
hofpitals, that they might implore heaven for 
the reftoration of her health At length, in the and death, 
twenty- fourth year of her marriage, and 
twenty-fecond of her reign, fee was confumed 
by a cancer”; and the irreparable lofs was de- 
plored by her hufeand, who, in the room of a 
theatrical proftitute, might have felefiled the 
purefl and moll noble virgin of the Eafl'''’., 

II. A material dificrcnce may be obferved in Thefac- 
the games of antiquity : the moft. eminent of the ch-cas° * 
Greeks were a6lors, the Romans were merely 
fpe6lators. The Olympic ftadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition ; and if the can- 
didates could depend on their perlbnal Ikill and 
a6livity, they might purfue the footfteps of Dio- 
mede and Menelaus, and conduct their own 
horfes in the rapid career Ten, twenty, forty;, 

chariots, 

3 '* See John Malala* tom. ii. p. 174- Theophaaes^ p. 158. Proco- 
pius de Edific. I. v. c. 3. 

Theodora Chalcedonenhs fynodi Inimica canceris plaga toto cor- 
pore perfufa vitam prodigiofe finivit (Victor Tununenfis in Chron*). 

On fuch occafions, an orthodox mind is fteeled againft pity. Aleman- 
nus (p. 12 ) 13.) underftands the of Theophanes as 

civil language, which does not imply either piety or repentance ; yet 
two years after her death, St. Theodora is celebrated by Paul, Silen*- 
tiarlus (in Proem, v. 58 — 6 a.). 

As Ihe perfecuted the popes, and rejedted a council, Baronius ex- 
haufts the names of Eve, DaliIa,Herodiafi, &c.: after wluchhe has recourfe 
to his mfernal'didtionary: civisinferni — alumna daemonum — fatanlco 
agitata fplrku — aeftro, percita diabolico, 8cc. &c. (A. D. 548, 24.^ * 

Read and feel the xxiiid book of the Iliad, a living pdlure of 
manussrs, palTiom, and the whole form and jpint of 
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chariots, were allowed to ftart at the fame irr- 
itant ; a crown of leaves was the reward of the 
vi6tor; and his fame, with that of his family 
and country, was chaunted in lyric drains more 
durable than monuments of brafs and marble. 
But a fenator, or even a citizen, confcious of 
his dignity, would have bluftied to expofe his 
perfon or his horfes in the circus of Rome. The 
games were exhibited at the expence of the re- 
public, the magiftrates, or the emperors : but 
the reins were abandoned to fervile hands ; and 
if the profits of a favourite charioteer fometimes 
exceeded thofe of an advocate, they mud be con- 
fidered as the effects of popular extravagance, 
and the high wages of a difgraceful profeffion. 
The race, in its fird inditution, was a fimple 
conted of two chariots, whofe drivers were dif- 
tingurfiied by 'white and red liveries ; two addi- 
tional colours, a light green, and a caerulean 
bhie, were afterwards introduced; and as the 
races were repeated twenty-five times, one hun- 
dred chariots contributed in the fame day to the 
pomp of the circus. The four fadiom foon ac- 
quired a legal edablilhment, and a myderious 
origin, and their fanciful colours were derived 
from the various appearances of nature in the 
four feafons of the year ; the red dog-dar of 
dimmer, the fnows of winter, the deep diades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the fpring 

Another 

!Weft^s DlfTertation on the Olympic Games (feet, xii-— xrii.) affords 
much curious and authentic information. 

The four colours, albatiy ruffatij frajinh ^eneth reprefent the 
four feafons, according to Caliiodorius (Var* iii. 51,), who lavifhcs much 
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Another interpretation preferred the elements to G H A p. 
the feafons, and the ftruggle of the green and blue 
was fuppofed to reprefent the conflict of the earth 
and fea. Their refpe6live vidlories announced 
either a plentiful harvell or a profperous naviga- 
tion, and the hoftility of the hufbandmen and 
mariners was fomewhatlefs abfurd than the blind 
ardour of the Roman people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
efpoufed. Such folly was difJained and indulged 
by the wifeft princes ; but the names of Caligula, 

Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla, 
and Elagabalus, were enrolled in the blue or 
green factions of the circus : they frequented Ro«c, 
their llables, applauded their favourites, chat 
tifed their antagonifts, and deferved the efteem 
of the populace, by the natural or affedted imita- 
tion of their manners. The bloody and tumultu- 
ous contell continued to dillurb the public fefti- 
vity, till the laft age of the lpe6tacles of Rome ; 
and Theodoric, from a motive of juftice or affec- 
tion, interpofed his authority to protedl the 
greens againft the violence of a conful and a 
patrician, who were paffionately addi6led to the 
blue faction of the circus 

Conftantinople adopted the follies, though not Theydif. 
the virtues, of ancient Rome ; and the fame fac- 

wit and eloquence on this theatrical myftery. Of thefe colours, the 
three firft may be fairly tranflated red^ and Venetus is ex- 

plained hycoirukusi a word various and vague: it is properly the fky 
reSeiSted in the fea; but cuftom and convenience may allow as an 
equivalent (Robert. Stephan, fub voce. Spence’s Polymetis, p. aaS.). 

See Onuphrius Panvinius de Ludis Circenhbus, Li. c* lo, ii.; 
the xviith Annotation on Mafcou’s Hiftory of the Germans; and Ale- 
man, ad. c.Yii»' ' ■ " " 

tions 
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CHAP, tions which had agitated the circus, raged with 
^ . redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the 

reign of Anallafius, this popular frenzy was in- 
flamed by religious zeal ; and the greens, who 
had treacheroufly concealed ftones and daggers 
under balkets of fruit, maflacred, at a folemn fef- 
tival, three thoufand of their blue adverfaries 
From the capital, this peftilence was diffufed 
into the provinces and cities of the Eafl, and 
the fportive diftinfition of two colours produced 
two ftrong and irreconcileable factions, which 
Ihook the foundations of a feeble government 
The popular diflenfions, founded on the mofl 
ferious intereft, or holy pretence, have fcarcely 
equalled the obftinacy of this wanton difcord, 
which invaded the peace of families, divided 
^ friends and brothers, and tempted the female 

fex, though feldom feen in the circus, to efpoufe 
the inclinations of their lovers, or to contradidl 
the wilhes of their hufbands. Every law, either 
human or divine, was trampled under foot, and 
as long as the party was fuccefsful, its deluded 
followers appeared carelefs of private diftrefs or 
public calamity. The licence, without the free- 
dom, of democracy, "was revived at Antioch and 
Conftantinople, and the fupport of a faftion be- 

Marcellin. in Chron. p. 47- Inftead of the vulgar word wnefa^ 
he nfes the more exqnifite terms of carulea and coirealis, Boronius 
(A. I> 5oij No. 4> 6.) is fatisfied that the blues were orthodox ; 

but THiemont is angry at the fuppofition? and will not allow any mar- 
tyrs in a playhoufe (Hift. des. Emp. tend* vi.' p. 554.). 

See Procopius, Perfic. 1 . i, c, 24- In deferibing the vices of the 
fadlions and of the government, public, is not more favourable than 
the /ecret, hiftorian. Aleman, (p. a 6 .) has quoted a fine pafiage from 
Gregory Nazianzen, which proves the inveteracy of the evil. 
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came neceflary to every candidate for civil or c h a r 
ecclefiaftical honours. A fecret attachment to XL. 
the family or fedt of Anaftafius was imputed to ' 
the greens ; the blues were zealoufly devoted to 
the caufe of orthodoxy and Juftinian and their 
grateful patron protedled, above five years, the favours the 
diforders of a fadlion, whofe feafonable tumults 
overawed the palace, the fenate, and the capitals 
oftheEaft. Infolent with royal favour, the blues 
affe6led to ftrike terror by a peculiar and Bar- 
baric drefs, the long hair of the Huns, their clofe 
fleeves and ample garments, a lofty ftep, and a 
fonorous voice. In the day they concealed their 
two-edged poynards,but in the night they boldly 
affembled in arms, and in numerous bands, pre- 
pared for evei’y a6t of violence and rapine. 

Their adverfaries of the green fadlion, or even 
inoffenfive citizens, were ftripped and often mur- 
dered by thefe nodlurnal robbers, and it became 
dangerous to wear any gold buttons or girdles, 
or to appear at a late hour in the ftreets of a 
peaceful capital. A daring fpirit, rifing with 
impunity, proceeded to violate the lafeguard of 
private houfes; and fire was employed to faci- 
litate the attack, or to conceal the crimes of thefe 
fa6lious rioters. No place was fafe or facred 
from their depredations ; to gratify either ava- 
rice or revenge, they profufely fpilt the blood of 
the innocent; churches and altars were polluted 
by atrocious murders ; and it was the boaft of the 

The partiality of Jiiftinian for the blues (Auecdot. c. 7.) is at- 
tefted by Evagrius (Hift. Eccles. I. iv. c. 35^.), John Malala (torn# ii. 
p. I38> I39-)> erpeciaily for Antioch ; and llieophaiies (p* 1455-)* 

aflaffins, 
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affaffins, that their dexterity could always inflict' 
a mortal wound with a fingle ftroke of their 
dagger. The diffolute youth of Conftantinople 
adopted the blue livery of diforder ; the laws 
were lllent, and the bonds of fociety were re- 
laxed ; creditors were compelled to refign their 
obligations ; judges to reverfe their fentence ; 
mailers to enfranchife their Haves ; fathers to 
fupply the extravagance of their children ; noble 
matrons were prollituted to the lull of their fer- 
vants ; beautiful boys were torn from the arras of 
their parents ; and wives, unlefs they preferred a 
voluntary death, were raviflied in the prefenee of 
their hulbands The delpair of the greens, 
who were perfecuted by their enemies, and de- 
ferted by the magiftrate, affumed the privilege 
of defence, perhaps of retaliation : but thofe 
who furvived the combat were dragged to exe- 
cution, and the unhappy fugitives, efcaping to 
woods and caverns, preyed without mercy on 
the fociety .from whence they were expelled. 
Thofe minifters of jullice who had courage to 
punilh the crimes, and to brave the refentraent 
of the blues j became the vicSlitns of their indif- 
creet zeal ; a prgefefil of Conftantihople fled for 
refuge to the holy fepulchre, a count of the Ball 
was ignominioufly whipped, and a governor of 
Cilicia was hanged, by the order of Theodora, 
on the tomb of two affaffins whom he had con- 

A wife (fays Procopius)? who was feized and almoft raviihed by a 
blue coat, threw herfelf into the Bofphonis. The bilhops of the fecond 
Syria (^eman. p. 26,) deplore a fiinilar fuicide, the guilt or glory of ■ 
female chaftity, and name the herome- 
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demned for the murder of his groom, and a c H A p. 
daring attack upon his own life '^®. An afpiring , 

candidate may be tempted to build his greatnefs 
on the public confufion, but it is the interell as 
well as duty of a fovereign to maintain the au- 
thority of the laws. The firll edi6l of Juftinian, 
which was often repeated, and fometimes exe- 
cuted, announced his firm refolution to fupport 
the innocent, and to chaftife the guilty of every 
denomination and cotowr. Yet the balance of 
jullice was fliil inclined in favour of the blue 
fadlion, by the fecret affedtion, the habits, and 
the fears of the Emperor ; his equity, after an 
apparent ftruggle, Ibbmitted, without reluc- 
tance, to the implacable paliions of Theodora, 
and the Emprefs never forgot, or forgave, the 
injuries of the comedian. At the acceffion of 
the younger Jullin, the proclamation of equal and 
rigorous jullice indirectly condemned the parti- 
ality of the former reign. “ Ye blues, Juftinian 
“ is no more ! ye greens, he is Hill alive !” 

A feditiou, which almoll laid Conftantinople Sedition of 
in allies, was excited by the mutual hatred and 

t . nople, fur- 

momentary reconciliation ot the two lactions. named 

In the fifth year of his reign, Juftinian celebra- ^ 

ted the feftival of the ides of January: the janu^!*' 

games were iiiceffantly difturbed by the cla- 

The doubtful credit of Procopius (Anecdot, c. 17 .) is fupported 
by the lefs partial Evagrius, who confirms the fa<£l, and fpecifies the 
names. The tragic fate of the pr®fe«Sl of Conftantmople is related by 
John Maiala (tom. iu p. I390* 

See John Maiala (tom. il. p. I47*)> yet he' owns that Juftinian 
was attached to the blues. The feeming difeord of the Emperor and 
Theodora, is perhaps viewed with iwo much jealoufy and refinement 
by Procopius (Anecdot. c. 10 .). Sec Aleman. Prasfht p. 6 . 
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morous difcpntent of the greens; till the twenty- 
fecond race, the Emperor maintained his filent 
gravity ; at length, yielding to his impatience, 
he condefcended to hold, in abrupt fenten- 
ces, and by the voice of a cryer, the moft 
fingular dialogue that ever paffed between a 
prince and his fubjd6ls. Their firft complaints 
were refpefitful and modeft; they accufed the 
fubordinate minifters of oppreffion, and pro- 
claimed their wilhes for the long life and vidlory 
of the Emperor. “ Be patient and attentive, ye 
“ infolent railers !” exclaimed Juftinian be 
“ mute, ye Jews, Samaritans, and Manichaeans!” 
The greens flill attempted to awaken his com- 
paflGon. “ We are poor, we are innocent, we are 
" injured, we dare not pafs through the ftreets : 

a general perfecution is exercifed againft our 
“ name and colour. Let us die, O Emperor ! 
‘' but let us die by your command, and for your 
“ fervice !” But the repetition of partial and paf 
fionate invectives degraded, in their eyes, the 
majelly of the purple ; they renounced allegiance 
to the prince who refufed juftice to his people ; 
lamented that the father of Juftinian had been 
. born ; and branded his fon with the opprobrious 
names of an homicide, an afs, and a peijured 
tyrant. “ Do jou defpife your lives ?” cried 
the indignant monarch : the blues rofe with fury 
from their feats ; their hoftile clamours thundered 
-in the hippodrome ; and their adverfaries, de- 

This dialogue, which Theophanes has preferved, exhibits the po- 
pular language, as well as the manners, of Conftantinople in the vith 
century. Their Greek is mingled with many itrange and barbarous 
words, for wliich,Ducange cannot always find a meaning or etymology. 
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ferting the unequal conteft, fpread terror and de- C -H A P. 
fpair through the ftreets of Gonftantinople. At . . 

this dangerous moment, feven notorious aflaflins 
of both fadtions, who had been condemned by 
the prmfedfe, were carried round the city, and 
afterwards tranlported to the place of execution 
in the fuburb of Pera. Four were immediately 
beheaded; a fifth was hanged : but M'hen the 
fame punifliment was infli6led on the remaining 
two, the rope broke, they fell alive to the ground, 
the populace applauded their efcape, and the 
monks of St. Conon, ilTuing from the neigh- 
bouring convent, conveyed them in a boat to 
the fandluary of the church As one of thefe 
criminals was of the blue, and the other of the 
green livery, the two fa6lions were equally pro- 
voked by the cruelty of their oppreiibr, or the 
ingratitude of their patron ; and a fliort truce 
was concluded till they had delivered their 
prifoners, and fatisfied their revenge. The pa- 
lace of the praefedl, who withllood the feditious 
torrent, was inilantly burnt, his officers and 
guards were maffacred, the prifons were forced 
open, and freedom was reftored to thofe who 
could only ufe it for the public deftrudtion. A 
military force, which, had been difpatched to 
the aid of the civil migiftrate, was fiercely 
encountered by an armed multitude, whofe 
numbers and boldnefs continually increafed; 
and the Heruli, the wildeft Barbarians in the 
fervice of the empire, overturned the priefts and 

5' See diurch and raaaafter7 in Ducangey C* P. Chriftiana, I if. 

G a their 
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their relics, which, from a pious motive, had 
been rafhly interpofed to feparate the bloofiy 
conflidt. The tumult was exafperated by this 
facrilege, the people fought with enthuliafm in 
the caufe of God ; the women, from the roofs 
and windows, fhowered ftones on the heads of 
the foldiers ; who darted firebrands againtl the 
houfes ; and the various flames, which had been 
kindled by the hands of citizens and llrangers, 
Ipread without controul over the face of the city. 
The conflagration involved the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, the baths of Zeuxippus, a part of the 
palace, from the firll entrance to the altar of 
Mars, and the long portico from the palace to 
the forum of Conflantine ; a large hofpital, with 
the fick patients, was confumed ; many churches 
and flately edifices were deftroyed, and an 
immenfe treafure of gold and filver was either 
melted or loll. From fuch fcenes of horror and 
dillrefs, the wife and wealthy citizens efcaped 
over the Bofphorus to the Afiatic fide; and 
during five days Conftantinople was abandoned 
to the fadlions; whofe watch-wor d, Nika , >oanquiJli I 
has given a name to this memorable fedition 

As long as the fa6lions were divided, the tri- 
umphant blues, and defponding greens, appeared 
to behold with the fame indifference the difor- 
ders of the Hate. They agreed to cenfure the 
corrupt management of juftice and the finance ; 
and the two refponfible miniHers, the artful 

5= The hlftory of the Wika fedition is extracted from Marcellmus (in 
Chron.), Procopius (Perfic. 1. i. c. a6.), John Malala (tom. ii. p. * 
a 1 8.), Chron. Pafchal. (p. 336 — 340.), Theophanes (Chronograph* 
p. 154— '158.), and Zonaras (I. xiv. p. 6I"-h53.). 
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Triboniaii, and the rapacious John of Cappa-f C H AP, 
docia, were loudly arraigned as the authors of . 
the public mifery. The peaceful murmurs of 
the people would have been difregarded : they 
were heard with refpedt when the city was in 
flames ; the quaeftor, and the prsefedt, were 
inftantly removed, and their offices were filled 
by two fenators of blamelefs integrity. After 
this popular conceffion, Juftinian proceeded to 
th e hippodrome to confefs his own errors, and to ‘ 

accept the repentanceof his grateful fubjedls; but 
they diftrulled his aflurances, though folemnly 
pronounced in the prefence of the holy gofpels ; 
and the Emperor, alarmed by their diflruft, re* 
treated with precipitation to the ftrong fortrefs 
of the palace. The obllinacy of the tumult was 
now imputed to a fecret and ambitious confpi- 
racy, and a ftifpicion was entertained, that the 
infurgents, more efpecially the green fa6lion, 
had been fupplied with arms and money by Hy- 
patius and Pompey, two patricians, who could 
neither forget with honour, nor remember with 
fafety, that they were the nephews of the Em- 
peror Anaftafius. Capricioufly trufted, dif. 
graced, and pardoned, by the jealous levity of 
the monarch, they had appeared as loyal fer- 
vants before the throne ; and, during five days 
of the tumult, they were detained as important 
hoftages ; till at length, the fears of Jullinian 
prevailing over his prudence, he viewed the two 
brothers in the light of fpies, perhaps of alTaflins, 
and fternly commanded them to depart from the 
palace. After a fruitlefs reprefentation, that 
6 3 obe- 
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obedience might lead to involuntary treafon, 
they retired to their houfes, and in the morning 
of the fixth day.Hypatius was furrounded and 
feized by the people, who, regardlefs of his vir- 
tuous refiftance, and the tears of his wife, tianf- 
ported their favourite to the forum of Conftan- 
tine, and inllead of a diadem, placed a rich col- 
lar on his head. If the ufurper, who afterwards 
pleaded the merit of his delay, had complied 
with the advice of his fenate, and urged the fuiy 
of the multitude, their firft. irrefiftible effort might 
have oppreffed or expelled his trembling compe- 
titor. The Byzantine palace enjoyed a free 
communication with the fea ; veffels lay ready 
at the garden flairs j and a fecret refolution was 
already formed, to convey theBmperor with his 
family and treafures to a fafe retreat, at fbme 
diflance from the capital. 

Juflinian was loft, if the proftitute whom he 
raifed from the theatre had not renounced the 
timidity, as well as the virtues, of her fex. In 
the midft of a council, where Belifarius was pre- 
fent, Theodora alone difplayed the fpirit of an 
hero j and fhe alone, without apprehending his 
future hatred, could fave the Emperor from the 
imminent danger, and his unworthy fears, “ If 
« flight,” faid the confort of Juftinian, “ were 
« the only means of fafety, yet I fhould difdain 
“ to fly. Death is the condition of our birth ; 
“ but they who have reigned fliould never fur- 
“ vive the lofs of dignity and dominion. I iin- 
plore heaven, that I may never be feen, not a 
“ day, without my. diadem and purple j that I 

1,5 « may 
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“ may no longer behold the light, when I'ceafe c h 
“ to be fainted with the name of Queen. If you ^ 

“ refolve, O Gsefar ! to fly, you have treafures j 
“ behold the fea, you have fliips j but tremble 
“ left; the defire of life fliould expofe you to 
“ wretched exile and ignominious deaths For 
“ my own part, I adhere to the maxim of anti- 
“ quity, that the throne is a glorioHS fepulchre.’* 
The firmnefs of a woman reftored the courage to 
deliberate and a6t, and courage foon difcovers 
the refources of the inoft defperate fituation. It 
was an eafy and a decifive meafure to revive the 
animofity of the fa6lions ; the blue were afto- 
nilhed at their own guilt and folly, that a tri- 
fling injury Ihould provoke them to confpire 
with their implacable enemies againft a gracious 
and liberal benefaftor ; they again proclaimed The 
the majefty of Juftinian, and the greens, with 
their upftart emperor, were left alone in the hip- 
podrome. The fidelity of the guards was doubt- 
ful j but the military force of Juftinian confifted 
in three thoufand veterans, who had been trained 
to valour and difcipline in the Perfian and Illy- 
rian wars. Under the command of Belifarius 
and Mundus, they filently marched in two divi- 
fions from the palace, forced their obfcure way 
through narrow paflTages, expiring flames, and 
falling edifices, and burft open at the fame mo- 
ment the two oppofite gates of the hippodrome. 

In this narrow fp ace, the difoi'derly and affrighted 
crowd was incapable of refifting on either fide a 
firm and regular attack ; the blues fignalized the 
fury of their repentance ; and it is computed, that 
G 4 above 
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CHAP, above thirty thoufand perfons were llain in the 
. . mercilefs and proinifcuous carnage of the day. 

Hypatius was dragged from his throne, and con- 
duced with his brother Poinpey to the feet of 
the Emperor : they implored bis clemency ; but 
their crime was manifeft, their innocence uncer- 
tain, and Juftinian had been too much terrified 
to forgive. The next morning the two nephews 
of Anaftafius, with eighteen accom- 

plices, of patrician or confular rank, were pri- 
vately executed by the foldiers; their bodies 
were thrown into the fea, their palaces razed, 
and their fortunes confifcated. The hippodrome 
itfelf was condemned, during feveral years, to a 
mournful lilence : with the reftoration of the 
games, the fame diforders revived ; and theblue 
and green faCions continued to affliC the reign 
of Juftinian, and to difturb the tranquillity of 
the Eaftern empire 

Agricui- III. That empire, after Rome was barbarous, 
ftill embraced the nations whom flie had con- 
tures of quei’ed beyond the Hadriatic, and as far as the 
frontiers of ^Ethiopia and Perfia. Juftinian 
reigned oyer fixty-four provinces, and nine hun- 
dred and thirty-five cities^*; his dominions were 
blelTed by nature with the advantages of foil, fitu- 
ation, and climate: and the improvements of hu- 
man art had been perpetually difflifed along the 

53 fays m general terms, innumens populis m circo tru-, 

cldatis* Procopius numbers 30,000 vidlims: and the 35,000 of Theo- 
phanes are fwoUed to 40,000 by the more recent Zonaras. Such is the 
ufual progrefs of exaggeration. 

5*1 Hierocles, a contemporary of Juftinian, compofed his 
(Itineraria, p.63l.), or review of the eaftern provinces and cities, before 
the year 535 (Wefleling. in Pr^fat, and Not. ad p. 6^3, acc.). 

16 coaft 
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coall of the Mediterranean and the banks of the chap. 
Nile, from ancient Troy to the Egyptian Thebes. 
Abraham^® had been relieved by the well-known 
plenty of Egypt ; the fame country, a fraall and 
populous tradl, was ftill capable of exporting, 
each year, two hundred and fixty thoufand quar- 
ters of wheat for the ule of Conftantinople=*; 
and the capital of Juftinian was fupplied with 
the manufa6lures of Sidon, fifteen centuries 
after they had been celebrated in the poems 
of Homer”. The annual powers of vegetation, 
inftead of being exhaufted by two thoufand har- 
vefts, were renewed and invigorated by fkilful huf- 
bandry, rich manure, and feafonable repofe. The 
breed of domeftic animals w'as infinitely multi- 
pjjied. Plantations, buildings, and the inftru- 
ments of labour and luxury, which are more 
durable than the term of human life, were accu- 
mulated by the care of fucceffive generations. 
Tradition preferved, and experience fimplified, 
the humble pradlice of the arts: fociety was en- 
riched by the divifion of labour and the facility 
of exchange; and every Roman was lodged, 
clothed, and fubfilled, by the induftry of a thou- 
fand hands. The invention of the loom and dif- 

See the Book of Genefis (xu. io.)> and the adminlfeationof Jofepil. 

The annais of the Greeks and Hebrews agree in the early arts and 
plenty of JEgypt: but this antiquity fuppofes a long feries of improve- 
ments : and WarburtQU, who is almoft IHfled by the Hebrew, calls aloud 
for the Samaritan chronology (Divine Legation, voLiii p, 519, &c.). 

Eight millions of Roman modii, belides a contribution of 80,006 
aurei for the expences of w’^ater^arrkge, from which the fubjedl was 
gracioufly excufed. See the xiiith Edi^ of JuRmian : the numbers are 
checked and verified by the agreement of the Greek and Latin texts. 

Homer’s Iliad, vi. a 8 9. Thefe veils, were the 

work of the Sidonian w^omen* But this pallage is more honourable to 
the manufadtures than to the navigation of Phoenicia, from whence 
they had been imported to Troy in Phrygian bottoms. 

■ ’ taft’ 
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CHAP. tafF has been pioufty afcribed to the gods. In 
every age, a variety of animal and vegetable pi’o- 
du6lions, hair, Ikins, wool, flax, cotton, and at 
length have been fkilfully maniifaiStnjred to 
hide or adorn the human body; they were ftained 
with an infufion of permanent colours ; and the 
pencil was fuccefsfully employed to improve the 
labours of the loom. In the choice of thofe co- 
lours*® which imitate the beauties of nature, the 
freedom of tafte and falhion was indulged ; but 
the deep purple which the Phoenicians extrafiled 
from a fliell-fifli, was regained to the facred per- 
fon and palace of the emperor; and the penalties 
of treafon were denounced againft the ambitious 
fubje6ls, who dared to ufurp the prerogative of 
the throne‘°. 

The ufe of I need not explain that is originally fpun 
rLuL** bowels of a caterpillar, and that it com- 

pofes the golden tomb from whence a worm 

emerges 


5 ® See in Ovid (de Arte Amandi, lii. 269, &c.) a poetical lift of 
twelve colours borrowed from flowers, the elements, &c. But it is al- 
moft impoflible to difcriminate by words all the nice and various 
fliades both of ait and nature. 

59 By the difcovery of cochineal, &c. we far furpafs the colours of 
antiquity. Their royal purple had a ftrong fmell, and a dark caft as 
deep as bull’s blood — obfcuritas rubens (fays Cafliodorius, Var. i, a.) 
nigredo fangninea. The prefident Goguet (Origine des Loix et des 
Arts, part ii. 1 . H. c. a. p. 184 — 215.) will amufe and fatisfy the reader. 
I doubt whether his book, efpecially in England, is as well known as 
it deferves to be. 

'’^Hiftorical proofs of this jealoufy have been occaflonally introduced, 
and many more might have been added: but the arbitrary atfts of def* 
potifm were juftified by the fober and general declarations of law (Codex 
Theodofian. 1 . x. tit. ai. leg. 3. Codex Juftinian. Lxi. tit. 8. leg, 5.). 
An inglorious permifiion, and neceflary reftri< 5 Hon, was applied to the 
the female dancers (Cod. Theodos. I. xv. tit. 7. leg. ii.). 

In the hiftory of infe<fts (far more wonderful than Ovid’s Metamor- 
phofes) the filk-worm holds a confpicuous place. The bombyx of the 
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emerges in the form of a butterfly. Till the reign CRAP, 
of Juftinian, the filk-worms who feed on the leaves , , 

of the white mulberry-tree, were confined to 
China; thofe of the pine, the oak, and the alh, 
were common in the forefts both of Afia and Eu- 
rope ; but as their education is more difficult, and 
their produce more uncertain,they were generally 
neglected, except in the little ifland of Ceos, near 
the Goaft of Attica. A thin gauze was procured 
from their webs, and this Cean manufacture, 
the invention of a woman, for female ufe, was 
long admired both in the Eall and at Rome. 
Whatever fufpicions may be raifed by the gar- 
ments of the Medes and Affyrians, Virgil is the 
moll ancient writer, who exprefsly mentions 
the foft wool which was combed from the trees 
of the Seres or Chinefe ^'^ ; and this natural 
error, lefs marvellous than the truth, was flowly 
corrected by the knowledge of a valuable infeCl, 
the firft artificer of the luxury of nations. That 
rare and elegant luxury was cenfured in the 
reign of Tiberius, by the graved of the Romans ; 
and Pliny, in affected though forcible language, 
has condemned the third of gain, which ex- 
plored the lad confines of the earth, for the 
pernicious purpofe of expofing to the public 

ifle of Ceos, as defcribed by Pliny (Hift. Natur.xL 47* with the notes 
of tbft two learnedJefuits, Hardouin and Brotier), may be iiluftrated 
by a fimilar fpecies in China (Memoires fur les Chinois, tom. ii. p. 575 
— 598.),- blit our filk-worm, as well as the white mulberry-tree, were 
unknown to Theophraftus and Pliny. 

Georgic. ii. lai. Serica quando venerittt in ufum planllEme non 
fcio : fufpicor tamen in Julii Csefaris sevo, nam ante non invenio, fays 
Julius Lipfius (Excurfus i. ad Tacit Annai. ii. 34,), See Dion Caffius 
(L xHii. p. 358. edit. Reimar), and Paufanias (1. vi* p. s^ 9 *)> 
who defcrxbes, however llrangely, the Seric iufedl. 

eye 
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eye naked draperies and tranfparent matrons 
A drefs which fliewed the turn of the limbs> 
and colour of the Ikin, might gratify vanity, or 
provoke defire j the filks which had been clofely 
woven in China, were fometimes unravelled by 
the Phoenician women, and the precious mate- 
rials were multiplied by a loofer texture, and 
the intermixture of linen threads*"^. Two hun- 
dred years after the age of Pliny, the ufe of 
pure or even of mixed filks was confined to the 
female fex, till the opulent citizens of Rome 
and the provinces were infenfibly familiarized 
with the example of Elagabalus, the firft who, 
by this effeminate habit, had fullied the dignity 
of an emperor and a man. Aurelian complained, 
that a pound of filk was fold at Rome for twelve 
ounces of gold; but the fupply increafed with 
the demand, and the price diminiflied with the 
fupply. If accident or monopoly fometimes 
raifed the value even above the ftandard of 
Aurelian, the manufactures of Tyre and Berytus 
w’^ere fometimes compelled, by the operation of 
the fame caufes, to content themfelves with a 
ninth part of that extravagant rate*^ A law 

Tatnidngmqiio orbepetlturj Ut in publico matrona txanfluceat .... 
ut denudetfosminas veftis (Piin. vi. ao, xi. ai.). Varro and Publius Syrus 
had already played on the Toga vetrea, ventus texilis, and nebula linea 
(Horat. Sermon, i. a. loi. witi the notes of Torrentius and Dacier). 

On the texture, colours, names, and ufe of the filk, half filk and 
linen garments of antiquity, fee the profound, diffufe, and obfciire re- 
fearches of the great Salmafius (in Hifi. Auguft. p.iay. 309, 310. 339. 
341, 34a. 344* 388 — 391. 395. who was ignorant of the moft 
common trades of Dijon or Leyden. 

Flavius Vopifcus in Aurelian. c. 45 • m Hift. Auguft. p. See 
Salmafius ad Hifi:. Aug- p. 392. and Plinian. Exercitat. in Solinum, 
p. 694, 695. The Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 25.) ftate a partial and 
hnperfedl rate of the price of filk in the time of Juftinian. 
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was thought neceflary to difcriminate the drefs chap. 
of comedians from that of fenators ; and of , j 
the filk exported from its native country, the far 
greater part was confumed by the fubjedls of 
Jullinian. They were ftill more intimately ac- 
quainted with a Ihell-fifli of the Mediterranean, 
furnamed the filk-worm of the fea j the fine 
wool or hair by which the mother-of-pearl affixes 
itfelf to the rock, is now manufaEured for 
curiofity rather than ufe ; and a robe obtained 
from the fame Angular materials, was the gift of 
the Koman Emperor to the fatraps^of Armenia®*. 

A valuable merchandize of fmall bulk is ca- importa- 
pable of defraying the expence of land carriage ; 
and the caravans traverfed the whole latitude of land and 
Afia in two hundred and forty-three days from 
the Ghinefe ocean to the fea-coaft of Syria. Silk 
was immediately delivered to the Romans by the 
Perfian merchants*^ who frequented the fairs of 
Armenia and Nifibis : but this trade, which in 
the intervals of truce was oppreffed by avarice 
and jealoufy, was totally interrupted by the long 
wars of the rival monarchies. The great king 
might proudly number Sogdiana, and even (Sm'ca, 
among the provinces of his empire ; but his real 
dominion was bounded by the Oxus, and his 
ufeful intercourfe with the Sogdoites, beyond the 

Procopius de Edif* L Hi* c. I • Thefe are found near 

Smyrna, Sicily, Corfica, and Minorca ; and a pair of gloves of their 
filfc was prefented to Pope Benedidl XIV. 

Procopius Perfic. 1 . i. c. ao. 1 . H* c* ns* OotHc* Liv. c. xy. Me- 
nander in Excerpt* Legat. p* 107, Of the Parthian or Perfian empire, 
ifidore of Charax (in Stathmis Partliicis, p. 7, 8* in Hudfon, Geograph* 

Minor* tom. ii.) has marked the roads, and Ammianus Marceiiinus 
(1* xxiii. c. 6. p. 400.) has enumerated the provinces* 
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river, depended on the pleafure of their con^ 
querors, the white Huns, and the Turks, who 
fucceffively reigned over that induftrious people. 
Yet the moll lavage dominion has not extirpated 
the feeds of agriculture and commerce, in a re- 
gion which is celebrated as one of the four gar- 
dens of Alia; the cities of Samarcand and Bo- 
chara are advantageoully feated for the exchange 
of its various productions ; and their merchants 
purchafed from the Ghinefe the raw or manu- 
factured lilk which they tranlported into Perlia 
for the ufe of the Roman empire. In the vain, 
capital of China, the Sogdiaii caravans were 
entertained as the fuppliant emballies of tributary 
kingdoms, and if they returned in fafety, the, 
bold adventure was rewarded with exorbitant 
gain. But the difficult and perilous march from 
Samarcand to the firll town of Shenli, could not- 
be performed in lefs than lixty, eighty, or one 
hundred days ; as foon as they had paffed the 
Jazartes, they entered the delert ; and the wan- 
dering hords, unlefs they are rellrained by armies- 
and garrifons, have always confidered the citizen 
and the traveller as the objeCls of lawful rapine. 
To efcape the Tartar robbers, and the tyrants 
of Perlia, the lilk caravans explored a more 

The blind admiration of the Jefuits confounds the different periods 
of the Chinefe hiftory. They are more critically diftinguifhed by M. de 
Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom. i. part i. in the Tables, part ii. in the 
Geography. Memoires de l^Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xxxli..' 
xxxyi. xlii. xliiL), who difcovers the gradual progrefs of the truth of the 
annals and the extent of the monarchy, till the Chriftian sera. He has 
fearched, with a curious eye, the conneiSlions of the Chinefe with the 
nations of the Weft : but thefe connexions are flight, cafual, and ob- 
fcure ; nor did the Romans entertain a fufpicion that the Seres or Sinse 
poflelTed an empire not inferior to their own. 


fouthern 
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fouthern road ; they traverfed the mountains of e h a p. 
Thibet, defeended the ftreams of the Ganges 
or the Indus, and patiently expelled, in the ' ' 

ports of Guzerat and Malabar, the annual fleets 
of the Weft ®’. But the dangers of the defert 
were found lefs intolerable than toil, hunger, 
and the lofs of tiinej the attempt was feldotn 
renewed, and the only European who has palled 
that unfrequented way, applauds his own dili- 
gence, that in nine nionths after his departure 
from Pekin, he reached the mouth of the In- 
dus. The ocean, however, was open to the 
free communication of mankind. From the 
great river to the tropic of Cancer, the pro- 
vinces of China were fubdued and civilized by 
the emperors of the North ; the}^ were filled 
about the time of the Chrlftian mra with cities 
and men, mulberry-trees and their precious in- 
habitants; and if the Chinefe, with the know- 
ledge of the compafs, had poflelfed the genius of 
the Greeks or Phoenicians, they might have 
fpread their difcovcries over the fouthern he- 
mifphere. I am not qualified to examine, and I 
am not difpofed to believe, their diftant voyages 
to the Perlian gulf, or the Cape of Good' Hope : 
but their anceftors might equal the labours and 
fuccels of the prefent race, and the Iphere of 
their navigation might extend from the ifles of 
Japan to the ftreights of Malacca, the pillars, if 

The roads from GMna to Perfia and Hindoftan may be invefti- 
^ated m the relationsof HackluytandThevenot (the ambalTadors of Sha- 
rokh, Anthony Jenkinfon, the Pere Oreuber, &c. See likewife Man- 
way's Travels, voLi. p. 345 — 357.). A communication through Thi- 
bet has been lately explored by the Engliih fovereigns of Bengal. , 

we 
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we may apply that name, of 

cules’°. Without lofing fight of land, they 

might fail along the coaft to the o^me pro- 
montory of Achin, which is annually vxfited by 
ten or twelve fhips laden with the produaions, 
the manufaaures, and even the^ artificers,^of 
China ; the ifland of Sumatra and the oppofite 
peninfula, are faintly delineated^' as the regions 
of gold and filver •, and the trading cities named 
in the geography of Ptolemy, may indicate, that 
this wealth was not folely derived from the 
mines. The direa interval between Sumatra 
and Ceylon is about tliree hundred leagues; the 
Chinefe and Indian navigators were conduaed 
by the flight of birds and periodical winds, and 
the ocean might be ^curely traverfed in fquare- 
built fhips, which, inftead of iron, were fewed 
too-ether with the ftrong thread of the cocoa- 
nut. Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana, was. di- 
vided between two hoftile princes; one of whom 
poffefled the mountains, the elephants, and the 
luminous carbuncle, and the other enjoj-ed the 
more folid riches of domeftic induftry, foreign 

r> Por tKe CHnefe navigation to Malacca and Achin, perhaps to 
.sr. 1 Ppmiidot on the two Mahometan Travellers, p.8 il. 

(vol. it p. X36.), the Hill Philofophi- 

qL des deux Indes (tom. i. p. 98-). G^nerales dee Voy- 

Ttetoowledge^or rather ignorances of Strabo, Plmy, Ptolemy, 
AmarMST &c. of the countries eaftward of Cape Comonn, is 
finely fflnftrated by d’Anville (Antiquite Geographique de 1 Inde, efpe- 
Llly p. 161—198.). Our geography of India is unproved by com- 
merL Ll conqneft ; and has been iUuftrated by the excellent maps and 
memoirs of IVHjor Fennel. If he extends *e fphere of his 
with the fame critical knowledge and fagacity, he will fucceed, and 
may furpafs, the firft of modern geographers. 
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trader and the' capacious harbour of Trinque- C H A p 
male, which received and difiniffed the fleets of 
the Eaft and Weft. In this hofpitable ifle, at an 
equal diftance (as it was computed) from their 
refpe6live countries, the fdk raerehants of Chinaj 
who had cohered in their voyages aloes, cloves, 
nutmeg, and fantal wood, maintained a free and 
beneficial commerce with the inhabitants of the 
Perfian Gulf. The fubjefts of the great king 
exalted, without a rival, his power and magni- 
ficence ; and the Roman, who Confounded their 
vanity by comparing his paltry coin with a gold 
medal of the Emperor Anaftafius, had failed to 
Ceylon in an \diithiopian ihip, as a Ample paf- 
fenger'^ 

As filk became of indifpenfable ufe, the Em- fotroduc- 
peror juftinian faw, with concern, that the Per- 
fians had occupied by land and fea the monopoly into 
of this important fupply, and that the wealth of 
his fubje(as was continually drained by a nation of 
enemies and idolatersi An active government 
would have reftored the trade of Egypt and the 
navigation of the Red Sea, which had decayed 
with the pfofperity of the empire ; and the Ro- 
man veffels might have failed, for the purchafe of 
filk, to the ports of Ceylon, of Malacca, or even 
of China. Juftinian embraced a more humble ex- 
pedient, and folicited the aid of his Chriftian 

The Taprohane of Pliny (vL ^^4.), Solinus (c. 53.)> and Salmas* 
PlinianseExercitat:. (p. 7815 and moft of the aifcients, who often 
confound the iflands of Ceylon and Sumatra, is more clearly defcribed 
by Cofmas Indicopieuftes ; yet even the Chriftian topographer has exag- 
gerated its dimenfions. His information on the Indian and Chinefe 
trade is rare and curious (I ii. p* 138*1. xi* p*337? 338* edit* Montfaucon). 

von. VII. H allies, 
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CHAP, allies, the jSlthiopians of Abyffinia, who hid fd- 
, cently accj^uired the ai ts of navigation, the fpirit 
of trade, and the fea-port of Adulis”, ftill deco- 
rated with the trophies' of a Grecian conquer or. 
Along* the African coaft, they penetrated to the 
equator in fearch of gold,- emeralds, and aroma- 
tics; but they wifely declined an unequal compe- 
tition in which they muft be always prevented' by 
the vicinity of the Perfians to the markets of 
India ; and the Emperor fubraitted to the difap- 
pointment til his willies were gratified by an un- 
expe6led event. The gofpel had been preached 
to the Indians : a bi'lbop already governed the. 
Ghriftians'df St.Thomas on the pepper-coaft of 
Malabar ; a church was planted in Ceylon, and 
the miffionaries purfued the footfteps of com- 
merce to the extremities of Alia^*. Two Perfian 
monks had long relided in China, perhaps in the 
royal city of Nankin, the feat of a monarch ad- 
diiSled to foreign fuperllitions, and who actually 
received an embally from the ifle of Ceylon. 
Amidll their pious occupations, they viewed 
with a curious eye the common drefs of the 
Chinefe, the manufadlures of filk, and the my- 
riads of filk-worms, whofe education (either on 
trees or in houfes) had once been confidered as 

” See Procopius, Perfic. (1. li. c. 20.). Cofmas aiibrds fome intereft-*’ 
ing knowledge of the port and infcriptlon of Adulis (Topograph. 
Chrift. I, ii. p. 138. 140 — 143*)? Axumites 

along the African coafts of Barbaria or Zingi (p, I39.), and as 

far as Taprobane ( 1 , xi. p. 339.). 

Seethe Chriliian mifiions in India? in Cofmas (L hi. p. 178? 179. 
1. xi. p, 337.}? and confult AfTewanc Bibliot, Orient, (tom* iy. p« 413 — 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. • gg 

tlie labour of queens They foon difcovered C H A p,- 
that it was impra6licable to tranfport the fliorfc^ ^_ . 
lived infedl:, but that in the eggs a numerous pro- 
geny might be preferved and multiplied in a dif- 
tant climate. Religion or intereft had more 
power over the Perfian monks than the love of 
their country; after a long journey, they arrived 
at Gonftantinople, imparted their project to the 
. Emperor, and were liberally encouraged by the 
gifts and promifes of Juftinian, To the hillo- 
rians of that prince, a campaign at the foot of 
mount Gaucafus has feemed more deferving of a 
minute relation than the labours of thefe mif- 
fionaries of commerce, who again entered China, 
deceived a jealous people by concealing the eggs 
of the filk-worm in a hollow cane, and returned 
in triumph with the Qjoils of the Eaft. Under 
their direfilion, the eggs were hatched at the 
proper feafon by the artificial heat of dung ; the 
worms were fed with mulberry leaves ; they 
lived and laboured in a foreign climate : a fuflS- 
cient number of butterflies was fa^ed to' propa- 
gate the race, and trees were planted to fupply 
the nourlflnnent of the riling generations. Ex- 
perience and refle6lion corredted the errors of a 
new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambafliidors ac- 
knowledged, in the fucceeding reign, that the’ 

Romans were not inferior to the natives of China 
in the education of the infedls, and the manu-- 


The invcntionj maniifaifliure, mid general ufe of filk in Cliihd» 
may be fcen in Duhdcie (Defcription Generale de la Chine, tom. ii* 
p. 165. 205 — 2x3.)* province of Chekian is iJie moft renowrietl 

both for quantity and quality. 
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failures of filk’®, in which both China and’ Con- 
ftantinople have been furpalfed by the induftry 
of modern Europe. I am not infenfible of the be- 
nefits of elegant luxury ; yet I reflet with fame 
pain, that if the importers of filk had introduced 
the art of printing, already pradlifed by the Chi- 
nefe, the comedies of Menander and the entire 
decads of Livy would have been perpetuated in 
the editions of the fixth century. A larger view 
of the globe might at leaft have promoted the 
improvement oflpeculativefcience, buttheChrif 
tian geography was forcibly extradled from texts 
of Scripture, and the ftudy of nature was the 
fiireft fymptom of an unbelieving mind. The or* 
thodox faith confined the habitable world to one 
temperate zone, and reprefented the earth as an 
oblong furface, four hundred days journey in 
length, two hundred in breadth, encompaffed by 
the ocean, and covered by the folid cryftal of 
the firmament”. 

Procopius, I. viii* Gotluc. iv. c, 17* Theophanes, Byzant. apud 
Phot. Cod. ixxxiv. p. 38. Zonarasj tom. ii. 1 . xiv. p. 69. Pagi 
(tom. ii. p. 60Z.) affigHs to the year 55a this memorable impoitation. 
Menander (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107.) mentions the admiration of the 
Sogdoites; and TheophylatSt Simocatta (I. vii. c. 9.) darkly reprefents 
the two rival kingdoms in f China) the country of filk. 

‘7 Cofmas, furnamed Indicopleuftes, or the Indian navigator, per- 
formed his voyage about the year and compofed at Alexandria, be- 
tween 535 and 547, Chriffian Topography (Montfaucon, Prsefat. c. i.), 
in which he refutes the impious opinion, that' the earth is a globe ; and 
Photius had read this work (Cod. xxxvi. p. 9, 10.), which difplays the 
prejudices of a monk, with the knowledge of a merchant; the moft va- 
luable part has been given in French, and in Greek by Melchifedec The- 
venot (Relations Curieufes, part i.), and the whole is lince publiihed in 
a Iplendid edition by the Pere Monfaucon (Nova CoUectio Patrum, Pa- 
ris, 1707, % vols. in fol. tom. ii. p. 113 — 346.). But the editor, a theo- 
logian, might bluih at not difcovering the Neftorian herefy of Cofmas, 
which has been detedled by la Croze (Chriftianifme des Indes, tom. i* 
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ly. The fubjefils of Juftinian were diffatisfied 
%ith the times, and with the government. Eu- 
rope was over-run by the barbarians, and Afia 
by the monks : the poverty of the "Weft difcou- 
raged the trade and manufa6tures of the Eaft : 
the produce of labour was confumed by the un- 
profitable fervants of the church, the ftate, and 
the army ; and a rapid decreafe was felt in the 
fixed and circulating capitals which conftitute the 
national wealth. The public diftrefs had been al- 
leviated by the oeconomy of Anaftafius, and that 
prudent Emperor accumulated an immenfe trea- 
fure while he delivered his people from the mofi; 
odious or oppreffive taxes. Th ejr gratitude uni- 
verfally applauded the abolition of the gold of 
efdidion, a perfonal tribute on the induftry of the 
poor’®, but more intolerable, as it lliould feera, 
in the form than in the fubftance, fince the flou- 
riftiing city of Edefl’apaid only one hundred and 
forty pounds of gold, which was collected in four 
years from ten thoufand artificers ’®. Yet fuch 
was the parfimonywhichfupported this liberal dif- 
pofition, that, in a reign of twenty -feven years, 
Anaftafius faved, from his annual revenue, the 

Evagrius ( 1 . iii. c. 39? 40.) is minute and grateful, but angry with 
Zofimus for calumniating the great Conftan^-ine. In colie6ling ail the 
bonds and records of the taxj the humanity of Anaftafius was diligent and 
artful; fathers were fometimes compelled to proftitute their daughters 
(Zofim. Hift. L ii. c. 38. p. 165, 166. Lipfiae, i784)‘ Timotheue of 
Gaza chofe fuch an event for the fubjedt of a tragedy (Suidas, tom. iii. 
p. 475.), which contributed to the abolition of the tax(Cedrenus, p. 35.), 
-—an happy inftance (if it be true) of the ufe of the theatre. 

See Jofua Stylites, in the Bibliotheca Oriptalis of AlTeman 
(tom. i. p. z68.). This capitation tax is flightly mentioned in the 

I Chronicle of Edefia* 
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enormous fum of thirteen million fterling, or^ 
three hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of 
gold®°. His example was negledled, and his 
treafure was abufed, by the nephew of Juftin. 
•The richesof Juftinian were fpeedilyexhaufied by 
alms and buildings, by ambitious wars, and ig- 
nominious treaties. His reveniies were found in- 
adequate to his expences. Every art was tried to 
extort from the people the gold and filver which 
he fcattered with a lavifh hand from Perfia to 
France®' ; his reign was marked by the viciffi- 
tudes, or rather by the combat, of rapacioufnefs 
and avarice, of fplendour and poverty ; he lived 
■with the reputation of hidden treafiires®®, and 
bequeathed to his fucceffor the payment of his 
debts®’.' Such a charadler has been juftly ac- 
cufed by the voice of the people and of pofterity : 
but public difcontent is credulous ; private malice 
is bold ; and a lover of truth will perufe with a 
fufpicious eye the inftrudtive anecdotes of Pro- 
copius. The fecret hiftorian reprefents only the 
Vices of Juftinian, and thofe vices are darkened by 


Procopius Anecdot. c. 19-) this fum from the report of the 
treafufers themfelves. Tiberius had vicies ter milhes; but far different 
was his empire from that of Anaftafms. _ j . j 

EvaEtius a. iv. c. 30.), in the next generaUon, was moderate and 
well infomedi and Zonaras ( 1 . xiy. c. 61.), in the xiith century, had 
read with care, and thought without prejudice: yet tlieu- colours are al- 
moft as black as thofe of the Anecdotes. 

Procopius (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle conjeAures of the 
Tlip death of Juftinian, fays the fecret hiftorian, will cxpole 


■Jiis wealth or poverty. , . o f . 

' See Corippus de Laudihus Juftiiu Aug. 1 . u. 260, &c. 3 S 4 > 

« Plurima funt vivo nimiuin negledla parenti, 

« Unde tot exhauflus contraxit dehita fifcus.” 

Centenaries of gold werelirought by ftrong arms into the Iiippodrom,;, 
«Debita genitoris perfolvit, cauta recepit.” 

Ins 
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bis malevolent pencil. Arabiguousa 6 bions ate ira- G; H A 
puted to the -worfl motives ; error is confounded . , 

with guilt, accident with defign, and laws with 
abufes;thepartialiHjufliceofamoiiiie.ntisdex- 
troufly applied as the general maxim of a reign of 
thirty-two years; the Emperor alone is made re- 
fponfible for the faults of his officers, the diforders 
of the times, and the corruption of his fubje(3:s ; 
and even the calamities of nature, plagues, earth- 
quakes, and inundations, are imputed to the 
prince of the daemons, who had mifchievoufly 
aflumed the form of JuftinianH 

After this precaution, I fhallbi'iefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under the fol- 
lowing heads ; I. Juftinian was fo profufe that he Pemicious 
could not be liberal. The civil and military offi- flings, 
cers, when they were admitted into the feryice of 
the palace, obtained an humble rank and a mo- 
derate llipend ; they afcended by feniority to a ' 
ftation of affluence and repofe ; the annual pen- 
lions, of which the moft honourable clafs was 
aboliffied by Juftinian, amounted to four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds ; and this domeftic oeco- 
nomy was deplored by the venal or indigent cour- 
tiers as the laft outrage on the majefty of the 
empire. The pofts, the Hilaries of phylicians,- 
and the no 6 lurnal illuminations, were objedts of 
more general concern ; and the cities might juftly 
complain,that he ufurped the municipal revenues 
which had been appropriated to thefe ufeful inftir 
tutions. Even the foldiers were injured j and fuch 

The Anecdotes (c, 11—14. 18. 20—30.) fupply many fails and 
Eioie complaints. 

H 4 . was 
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was the decay of military fpirit, that they y^ere 
injured with impunity. The Emperor refuled, 
at the return of each fifth year, the cuftomary do, 
native of five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans 
to beg their bread, and fuffered unpaid m-inies 
to melt away in the wars of Italy and Perfia. 
II. The humanity of his predeceffors had always 
remitted,in fome aufpicious circumftance of their 
reign, the arrears of the public tribute ; and they 
dextroufly affumed the merit of refigmng thofe 
claims which it was impraamable to enforce, 

« Jullinian, in the fpace of thirtyrtwo years, has 
never granted a fimilar indulgence j an many 
« of his fubjeas have renounced the poffeffion oi 
« thofe lands whofe value is infufficient to fatisfy 
« the demands of the treafury. To the cibes 
« which had fuffered by hoftile inroads, Anafta- 
fius promifed a general exemption of feven 
years; the provinces of Jullinian have been 
« ravaged by the Perfians and Arabs, the Huns 
“ and Sclavonians ; but his vain and ridiculous 
« difpenfation of a Angle year has been confined 
to thofe places which were aaually taken by 
« the enemy J' Such is the language of the 
fecret hiftorian, who exprefsly denies that an^ 
indulgence was granted to Paleftine after the re- 
volt of the Samaritans; a falfe and odious charge, 
confuted by the authentic record, which attefts 
a relief of thirteen centenaries of gold (fifty-two 
thoufand pounds) obtained for that defolate pro, 

vince by the intercefiion qf St. Sabas*®. HI. I lo- 

copius 


ss One to Scytiopolis, capital of the fecond Paleltine, and tvrelw 
ipt the reft of the province. Aleman, (p. 59-) honeftly produces to 
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copius has not condefcended to explain the C H A p, 
fyftem of taxation, which fell like a hail-ftorm , , 

upon the land,- like a devouring peftilence on 
its inhabitants ; but we fliiould become the ac^ 
complicesofhismalignity,ifweimputedtoJuf- 
tinian alone the ancient though rigorous prin- 
ciple, that a whole diftri<Sl: fhould be condemned 
to fuftain the partial lofs of the perfons or pro- 
perty of individuals. The Anom, or fupply of Taxes, 
corn for the ufe of the army and capital, was a 
grievous and arbitrary exa6lion, which exceeded, 
perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the ability of 
the fai'merj and his dillrefs was aggravated by 
the partial injullice of weights and meafures, and 
the expence and labour of diftant cai'riage. In 
a time of fcarcity, an extraordinary requifition 
was made to the adjacent provinces of Thrace, 

Bithy nia, and Phrygia j but the proprietors, after 
a wearifome journey and a perilous navigation, 
received fo inadequate a compenfation, thatthey 
would have chofen the alternative of delivering 
both the corn and price at the doors of their gra- 
naries. Thefe precautions might indicate a ten- 
der folicitudefpr the welfare of the capital ; yet 
Conftantinople did not efcape the rapacious def- 
potifm of Juflinian. Till his reign, the ftreights 
of the Bofphorus and Hellefpont were open to the 
freedom of trade, and nothing was prohibited ex- 
cept the exportation of arms for the fervice of the 
barbarians. At each of thefe gates of the city, 

faftfrom a MS. life of St. Sabas, by his difcipk Cyril, ill the Vajicaa 
library, and fince publilhed by Cotelerius. 
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a prastor was ftatloned, the minifter of Imperial 
avarice^ feeavy cufloms were impofed on the veC- 
fels and their mei'chandize ; the oppreffion was 
retaliated on the helplefs confumer : the poorwere 
afilidled by tbe artificial fear city, and exorbitant 
price of the market ; and a people, accuftomed 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
fometimes complain of the deficiency of water and 
bread The aerial tribute without a name, a 
law, or a definite objedt, was an annual gift of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, which 
the Emperor accepted from his PrjEtorian prse- 
fedl ; and the means of payment were abandoned 
to the diferetion of that powerful magiftrate. IV. 
Eyen fuch a tax was lefs intolerable than the pri- 
vilege of monopolies, which checked the fair com- 
petitioii of induftry, and for the fake of a final! 
and diflioneft gain, impofed an arbitrary burthen 
on the wants and luxury of the fubjedl. “ As 
“ foon (I tranferibe the anecdotes) as the ex- 
“ clufive fale of filk was ufurped by the Imperial 
“ treafurer, a whole people, the manufadlurers of 
“ Tyre and Berytus, was reduced to extreme 
“ mifery, and either perilhed with hunger, or 
fled to the hoftile dominions of Perfia.” A 
province might fulFer by the decay of its manur 
fadtures, but in this example of filk, Procopius 
has partially overlooked the ineftimable and 
lading benefit which the empire received from 
the curiofity of Juftinian, His addition of one- 

John Malala (tom. ii. p, 4321.) mentions the want of breads anj 
Zonaras (1. jdv. p* 63.} the leaden pipes, which Juftinian, or his fer^ 
vants, ftole from the aquedutfts. 

feventh 
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feveKth to tlie ordinary price of copper-money c H A p, 
may be interpreted with the feme candour; and . 

the alteration, which might be wife, appears to 
have been innocent; fince he neither allayed the 
purity, nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin'‘% 
the legal meafure of public and private pay- 
ments. V. The ample jiirifdidtion required by venality. 
the farmers of the revenue to accomplifli their 
engagements, might be placed in an odious light, 
as if they had purchafed from the Emperor the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. And a 
more direct fele of honours and offices was tranf- 
a£ted in the palace, with the permiffion, or at 
leaft with the connivance, of Juftinian and Theo- 
dora. The claims of merit, even thofe of favour, 
were difregarded, and it was almoft reafonable 
to expedt, that the bold adventurer, who had 
undertaken the trade of a magiftrate, ffiould find 
a rich compenfetion for infamy, labour, danger, 
the debts which he had contracted, and the 
heavy intereft which he paid. A foofo of the 
difgrace and mifchief of this venal practice, at 
length awakened the numbering virtue of Juf- 
tinian; and he attempted, by the fanCtion of 
oaths'*® and penalties, to guard the integrity of 


For an aureus, one fixtli o£ an ounce of gold, inftead of aio, he 
gave no more than ? So folles, or otinces of copper. A difproportion of 
the mint, below the market price, muft have foon produced a fcarcity of 
imali money. In England, pence in copper would fell for no 

more than /even pence (Smith’s Inquiry into the Wealth of Nations, 
voL i. p. 49.> For Juftinian’s gold coin, fee Evagrius ( 1 . iv* c. 30.). 

The oath is conceived in the moft formidable words (Novell, viii. 
tit. 3.). The defaulters imprecate on themfelves, quicquid habent te- 
iorum armamentaria coeli: the part of Judas, the leprofy of Giezi, the 
Kemor of Cain, 3cc, befides ail temporal pains, 

hii 
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his government : but at the end of a year of 
perjury, his rigorous edi6l was fufpended, and 
corruption licentioufly abufed her triumph over 
the impotence of the laws. VI. The teftament 
of Eulalius, count of the domeftics, declared the 
Emperor his foie heir, on condition, however, 
that he ihould difcharge his debts and legacies, 
allow to his three daughters a decent main- 
tenance, and beftow each of them in marriage, 
with a portion of ten pounds of gold. But the 
fplendid fortune of Eulalius had been confumed 
by fire ; and the inventory of his goods did not 
exceed the trifling fum of fivehupdred and fixty- 
four pieces of gold. A fimilar inftance, in 
Grecian hiftory, admonilhed the Emperor of the 
honourable part prefcribed for his imitation. 
He checked the felfifii murmurs of the treafury, 
applauded the confidence of his friend, dif- 
charged the legacies and debts, educated the 
three virgins under the eye of the Emprefs Theo- 
dora, and doubled the marriage portion which 
had fatisfied the tendernefs of their father 
The humanity of a prince (for princes cannot be 
generous) is entitled to fome praife ; yet even 
in this afit of virtue we may difcover the invete- 
rate cuflom of fupplanting the legal or natural 
heirs, which Procopius imputes to the reign of 
Juftinian, His charge is fupported by eminent 
names and fcandalous examples ; peither widows 
nor orphans were fpared ; and the art of foli- 

A fimilar or more generous of friendlhlp is related by Lucian of 
Eudamidas of Corinth (in Toxare, c* ^3. tom. ii. p* 530.)? and the 
flory has produced aningenious, though feeble, coine^ of Fontenelle; 

citings 
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citing, or extorting, or fuppoling teftaments, was CHAP, 
beneficially pra^ifed by the agents of the palace. , 

This bafe and inifchievous tyranny invades the 
fecurity of private life ; and the monarch who 
has indulged an appetite for gain will foon be 
tempted to anticipate the moment of fucceflion, 
to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilt, and 
to proceed, from the claim of inheritance, to the 
power of confifcation. VII. Among the forms of 
rapine, a philofopher may be permitted to name 
the convei’fion of Pagan or heretical riches to 
the life of the faithful ; but in the time of Jufti- 
nian this holy plunder was condemned by the 
fefilaries alone, who became the vidlims of his 
orthodox avarice 

Dilhonour might be ultimately reflected on The nanif- 
the charadler of Juftinian ; but much of the 
guilt, and ilill more of the profit, was intercepted 
by the minifters, who were feldom promoted for 
their virtues, and not always fele^ed for their 
talents ®'. The merits of Tribonian the quaeftor 
will hereafter be weighed in the reformation of 
the Roman law ; but the oeconomy of the Eafl 
was fubordinate to the Prastorian prsefedl, and 
Procopius has juftified his anecdotes by the 
portrait which he expofes in his public hiftory, 
of the notorious vices of John of Cappadocia 

His 


John Malala, tom. ii. p. iol» ioa> 103. 

One of thefe, AnatoliuS) perifhed in an earthquake — doubtlefs a 
judgment I The complaints and clamours of the people in Agathias 
( 1 . V. p. 146, 147.) are almoft an echo of the anecdote. The aliena pe- 
cunia reddenda of Corippus (L ii. aSx, &c-) is not very honourable . to 
Juftinian^s memory. 

See the hiftory and charadler of John of Cappadocia in Procopius 
(Perfic. L i, c. a4, L ii. c. 30* Vandal L i. c. Anecdot. c. s. 
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CHAP. His knowledge was not borrowed from the 
, ^ , fcliools®% and hisftyle was fcarcely legible ; but 

John of he excelled in the powers of native genius, to 

Cappa- fuggeft the wifeft counfels, and to find expe- 

dients in the moft delperate fituations. The 
corruption of his heart was equal to the vigour 
of his underftanding. Although he was fuf- 
pe6led of magic and Pagan fuperftition, he ap- 
peared infenfible to the fear of God or the re- 
pi'oaches of man; and his afpiring fortune was 
raifed on the death of thoufands, the poverty of 
millions, the ruin of cities, and the defolatiou 
of provinces. Prom . the dawn of light to the 
moment of dinner, he affiduoufly laboured to 
enrich his mafter and hiinfelf at the expence of 
the Roman world ; the remainder of the day was 
fpent in fenfual and obfeene pleafures, and the 
lilent hours of the night were interrupted by tlie 
perpetual dread of the juftice of an affaflin. His 
abilities, perhaps his vices, recommended him to 
the lafling friendfhip of Juftinian : the Emperor 
yielded with reludlance to the fury of the people; 
his viftory was difplayed by the immediate re- 
floration of their enemy; and they felt above ten 
years, under his oppreflive adminiftration, that 
he was llimulated by revenge, rathef than in- 
ltru6led by misfortune. Their murmurs ferved 
only to fortify the refolution of Juftinian ; but 
the prmfe^l, in the infolence of favour, provoked 
the refentraent of Theodora, difdained a power 

17. The agreement of the hiftory and anecdotes is a mortal 
wound to the reputation of the prsefedt. 

Ou fyoc-p aPtAo ahif sg (ponc^v SjUfStGev ot* 

KOik roiV'Tct, jcajta xaHwj forcible exprefiion# 

n before 


or THE RO-MAN EMPIRE. in 

btfore wHch every knee was bent, and attempted c H A P. 
to fow the feeds of difcord between the Emperor , 

and his beloved confort. Even Theodora herfelf 
was conftrained to dilfemble, to wait a favour- 
able moment, and by an artful confpiracy to 
render John of Cappadocia the accomplice of 
his own deflrudlion. At a time when Belifarius, 
unlefs he had been a hero, mull have fliewn him- 
felf a rebel, his wife Antonina, who enjoyed the 
fecret confidence of the Emprefs, communicated 
his feigned difcontent to Euphemia, the daughter 
of the prasfe£l; the credulous virgin imparted to 
her father the dangerous projedl, and John, who 
might have known the value of oaths and pro- 
mifes was tempted to accept a no6lurnal, and 
almoft treafonable, interview with the wife of 
Belifarius. An ambufcade of guards and eunuchs 
had been polled by the command of Theodora ; 
they rulhed with drawn fwords to feize or punilh 
the guilty miniller : he was faved by the fidelity 
of his attendants ; but inllead of appealing to a 
gracious fovereign, who had privately warned 
him of his danger, he pufillanimoufly fled to the 
fandluary of the church. The favourite of Juf- 
tinian was facrificed to conjugal tendernels or 
domeftic tranquillity ; the converfion of a prae- 
fedl into a priefl extiiigiiilhed his ambitious 
hopes, but the friendfliip of the Emperor alle- 
viated his difgrace, and he retained in the mild 
exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of his riches. 

Such imperfedl revenge could not fatisfy the un- . 
relenting hatred of Theodora ; the murder of 
his old enemy, the bilhop of Cyzicus, afforded 

a decent 
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a decent pretence; and John of Cappadocia, 
whofe actions had deferved a thoufand death, 
was at laft condemned for a crime of which he 
was innocent. A great miniller, who had been 
invefted with the honours of conful and patri- 
cian, was ignoininioully fcdurged like the vileft 
of malefactors; a tattered cloak was the foie 
remnant of his fortunes ; he was tranfported in 
a bark to the place of* his banifliment at Anti- 
nopolis in Upper Egypt; and the praefeCt of the 
Eall begged his bread through the cities which 
had trembled at his name. During an exile of 
leven years, his life was protraS:ed and threat- 
ened by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora ; 
and when her death permitted the Emperor to 
recal a fervant wdiom he had abandoned with re- 
gret, the ambition of John of Cappadocia was 
reduced to the humble duties of the facerdotal 
profeflion. His fucceffors convinced the fub- 
jeCts of Juftinian, that the arts of oppreffion 
might ftill be improved by experience and in- 
duftry ; the frauds of a Syrian banker were in- 
troduced into the adminiftration of the hnances;. 
and the example of the prffifeCt was diligently 
copied by the qussftor, the public and private 
treafui’er, the governors of provinces, and the 
principal magiftrates of the Eallern empire ® ^ 

The chronology of Procopius is loofe and obfcure ; but with tSe 
;aid of Pagi, I can difcern that John was appointed Prsetorian praefedl: 
of the Eaft in the year 530; tliat he was removed in January 53a — 
^^jftored before June 533 — baniflied in ^41 — and recalled between 
Tune 548 and April i, 549, Aleman, (p. 96, 97.) gives -the iiit of his 
tea fucGeirors««— a rapid ferxes in a part jof a Angle reign. 
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’Sf > ThQ edvfkes of Juftinian were cemented C H A P. 
witli the blood and treafure of his people ; but , . 

thofe llately flru6tiires appeared to announce the His edifi- 
prolperity of the empire, and a6lually difplayed 
the fltill of their architects. Both the theory and ** 
practice of the arts which depend on mathema- 
tical fcience and mechanical power were culti- 
vated under the patronage of the emperors ; the 
fame of Archimedes was rivalled by Proclus and 
Anthemius; and if their mimcfes had been re- 
lated by intelligent fpeCtators, they might now 
enlarge the fpeculations, inftead of exciting the 
diftruft, of philofophera. A tradition has pre- 
vailed, that the Roman fleet was reduced to allies 
in the port of Syracufe by the burning-glafles, of 
Archimedes®*; and it is aflerted that a fimilar 
expedientwas employed by Proclus to deftroy the 
Gothic velTels in the harbour of Conftantinople^ 
and to protect his benefaCtor Anaftalius againll 
the bold enterprife of Vitalian*®. A machine was 
fixed on the walls of the city, confiding of an 
hexagon mirror of poliflied brafs, with many 
fmaller and moveable polygons to receive and 
reflect the rays of the meridian fun ; and a con- 
fuming flame was darted, to the diftance, per? 

This conflagration is hinted by Lucian (in Hippia> €.a-) and Galen 
(I. Hi. de temperamcntis, tom. i. p. 8i. edit. Bafil) in the fecond cen- 
tury. A thoufand years afterwards, it is pofitively affirmed by Zo- 
naras ( 1 . ix. p. 424.) on the faith of Dion Caffius, by Tzetzes- (Chi- 
Had ii. 119, &c.), Euftathius (ad Iliad. E. p. 338.), and the fcholiaft 
of Lucian. See Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec.h Hi. c. ass* .torn. , ii. p, 55 
5^2.), to whom I am more or lefs indebted for fe veral of thefe quotations. 

Zonaras ( 1 . xiv. p. 55.) affirms the Without quoting aJif 
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haps, of two hundred feet The truth of thefe 
two extraordinary fadls is invalidated by the fi- 
lence of the moft authentic hiftorians ; and the 
ufe of burning-glaffes was never adopted in the 
attack or defence of places’^ Yet the admirable 
experiments of a French philofopher®’ have de- 
raonftrated the poffibility of fuch a mirror ; and, 
lince it is poffible, I am more difpofed to attribute 
the art to the greateft mathematicians of anti- 
quity, than to give the merit of the iifilion to the 
idle fancy of a monk or a fophift. According 
to another ftory, Proclus applied fulphur to the 
deftruclion of the Gothic fleet j in a modern 
imagination, tlie name of fulphur is inftantly 
connected with the fufpicion of gun-powder, and 
that fufpicion is propagated by the fecret arts of 
his difciple Anthemius *“■. A citizen of Tralles 
in Afia had five fons, who were all diftinguiflied 

Tzetzes defcribes the artifice of thefe buming-glaffes, -which he 
had read, perhaps with no learned eyes, in a mathematical treatife of 
Ahthemius. That treatife, wfpt has been lately 

publiihed, tranilated, and illuftrated, by M. Dupuys, a fcholar and a 
(Memoires de I’Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xlu. 

»nn't 1 « i'ege of Svracufe, by the filence of Polybius, Plutarch, 
Li-ry; in the fiege of Conftantinople, by that of Marcellinus and aU 
the contemporaries of the vith century. _ 

Without any previous knowledge of Tzetzes or Antnemius> the 
immortal Bufton imagined and executed a fet of burning glaffes, with 
which he could inaame pUnks at the diftance of aoo feet (Supplement 
a FHia. Naturelle, tom. i. p. 3S9 -4 83* quarto edition). What mira- 
cles would not his genius have performed for the public fervice, with 
royal expence> and in theftrongfun of Conftantinople or Syrccufe ? 

John Makla (tom. iup. lao— i24*)i*ektes the fad: buthefeems 
to confound the names or perfons of Proclus and Marinus. 

Agathias^ h v. p. 149-— 152. The merit of Anthemius as an ar- 
ehitedl is loudly praifed by Procopius (de Edif. I. i. c. i.) and Paulus 
Siicntiarius (parti. I 34 > 
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i'll their refpeftive profeffions by merit and fuc* CHAP, 
cefs. Olympius excelled in the knowledge and , 

pradlice of the Roman jurifprudence. Diof- 
Gorus and Alexander became learned phyficians ; 
but the Ikill of the former was exercifed for the 
benefit of his fellow citizens, while his more am- 
bitious brothers acquired wealth and reputation 
at Rome. The fame of Metrodorus the gram- 
marian, and of Anthemius the mathematician and 
architefit, reached the ears of the Emperor Jufti- 
nian, who invited them to Conftantinople ; and 
while the one inllruiRed the rifing generation in 
the fchools of eloquence, the other filled the ca- 
pital and provinces with more lafting monuments 
of his art. In a trifling difpute relative to the 
walls or w'indows of their contiguous houfes, he 
had been vanquifl^ed by the eloquence of his 
neighbour Zeno ; but the orator was defeated in 
his turn by the mailer of mechanics, whofe ma- 
licious, though harmlefs, llratagems are darkly 
reprefented by the ignorance of Agathias. In 
a lower room, Anthemius arranged feveralvef- 
fels or cauldrons of water, each of them covered 
by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, which 
rofe to a narrow top, and was artificially con- 
veyed among the joills and rafters of the adjacent 
building. A fire was kindled beneath the caul- 
dron ; the fleam of the boiling water afcended 
through the tubes ; the houfe was fliaken by the 
efforts of imprifoned air, and its trembling in- 
habitants might wonder that the city was uncon- 
fcious of the earthquake which they had felt. 

At another time, the friends of Zeno, as they fat 
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c H A p. at table, were dazzled by the intolerable light 
which flalhed in their eyes from the refle6ting 
mirrors of Anthemius ; they were aftonilhed by 
the noife which he produced from a collifion of 
certaiti minute and fonorous particles ; and the 
orator declared in tragic ftyle to the fenate, that 
a mere mortal mull yield to the power of an an- 
tagonift, who fhook the earth with the trident of 
Neptune, and imitated the thunder and lightning 
of Jove himfelf. The genius of Anthemius and 
his colleague Ifidore the Milefian, was excited 
and employed by a prince, whofe tafte for archi- 
tedture had degenerated into a inifchievous and 
coftly paffion. His favourite architects fubmit- 
ted their defigns and difficulties to Juftinian, and 
difcreetly confeffed how much their laborious 
meditations were furpaffed by the intuitive know- 
ledge or celeftial infpiration of an Emperor, whofe 
views were always directed to the benefit of his 
people, the glory of his reign, and the falvation 
of his foul 

Founda principal church which was dedicated by 

tion of the the founder of Conftantinople to Saint Sophia, or 
chwch of tjig eternal wifdora, had been twice deftroyed by 
t. op la. exile of John Chryfoftom, and 

during the Nika of the blue and green factions. 
No fooner did the tumult fubfide, than the Chrif- 
tian populace deplored their facrilegious rafli- 
nefs ; but they might have rejoiced in the cala- 

See Procopius (de Edificils, Li. c. i, a. LiL c. 3.). He relates a 
coincidence of dreams wLich fuppofes feme fraud in Juftinian or his 
archited. They both faw, in a vifton, the fame plan for ftopping an 
inundation at Dara. A ftone quarry near Jenifalem was revealed to 
the Emperor (L v. c. 6.): an angel was tricked into the perpetual cuftody 
of St. Sophia (Anonym, de Antiq. C. P. L iv. p. 70.). 

tnity. 
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mity, bad they forefeen the glory of the new tem- chap. 
pie which at the end of forty days was ftrenuoufly 
undertaken by thepiety of Jnftinian"'^ The ruins 
were cleared away, a more fpacious plan was de- 
fcribed, and as it required the coiifent of fome 
proprietors of ground, they obtained the moft 
exorbitant terras from the eager defires and timo- 
rous confcience of the monarch. Anthemius 
formed the defign, and his genius diredled the 
hands of ten thoufand workmen, whofe payment 
in pieces of fine filver was never delayed beyond 
the evening. The Emperor himfelf^ clad in a 
linen tunic, furveyed each day their rapid pro- 
grefs, and encouraged their diligence by his fa- 
miliarity, his zeal, and his rewai’ds. The new 
cathedral of St, Sophia was confecrated by the 
patriarch, five years, eleven months, and ten 
days from the firfl foundation j and in the midft 
of the foleran feftival, Juftinian exclaimed with 
devout vanity, “ Glory be to God, who hath 
“ thought me worthy to accomplifli fo great a 

Among the crowd of ancients and moderns who have celebrated 
the edifice of St.Spphia> I ihalI diftingnilh and follow, i* Eour origmal 
fpedlators and Mflorians: Procopius (de Edific. l. u c, i*), Agatliias 
(L V. p. 15 a, 1 53.), Paul Silentiarius (in a poem of 10 %$ hexameters, ad 
calcem Annse Comnem. (Alexiad.), and Evagrius ( 1 . iv. c. 3 1.). Two 

legendary Greeks of a later period: George Codinus (de Origin C. P. 
p. 64 — 74.), and the anonymous writer of Baudiiri (Imp. Orient, tom. iv . 

I. iv. p. 65 — So. 3. The great Byzantine antiquarian, Ducange (Com- 
ment, ad Paul Silentiar. p. 5»5'~598. and C.P. Chrift. l.hi. p* 5 “-^ 

7S.). 4. Two FrenchTravellers — the one Peter Gyllius (de Topograph. 

C. P. 1 . ii. c. 3, 4.) in the xvith; the other, Grelot (Voyage de C. P. 
p, — 1^4. Paris, 1680, in 4to: he has given plans, profpedls, and in- 
fide-views of St. Sophia; and his plans, though on a fmaHer fcale, 
appear more corred than thofe of Ducange* I have adopted and 
reduced the meafures of Grelot: but as no ChriAian tan now afcend 
the dome, the height is borrowed from coiUparedwlth 6yl- 

lius, Greaves, and the Oriental Geographer. 
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“ worTc; I have vanquifhed thee, O Solomon’”'*!” 
But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before 
twenty years had elapfed, was humbled by an 
earthquake, which overthrew the eaftern part of 
the dome. Its fplendour was again reftored by 
the perfeverance of the fame prince ; and in the 
thirty -fixth year of his r eign, Juftinian celebrated 
the fecond dedication of a temple, which remains, 
after twelve centuries, a ftately monument of his 
fame. The architeelore of St, Sophia, which is 
now converted into the principal raofch, has been 
imitated by the Turkifli fultans, and that vene- 
rable pile continues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiofity of 
European travellers. The eye of the Ipedlator is 
difappointed by an irregular profpedt of half- 
domes and {helving roofs : the weftern front, the 
principal approach, is deftitute of firaplicity and 
magnificence: and the fcale of dimenfions has 
been much furpafied by feveral of the Latin ca- 
thedrals. But the architect who firft ei'e6ted an 
aerial cupbla, is entitled to the praife of bold 
defign and ikilful execution. The dome of St. So- 
phia, illuminated by fdur-and-twenty windows is 
formed with fo fmall a curve, that the depth is 
equal only to one-fixth of its diameter ; the mea- 
fure of that diameter is one hundred and fifteen 
feet, and the lofty centre, where a crefcent has 

SoIomon^s temple was ilirrounded with courts, porticoes, &:c. ; 
but the proper ilrucSlure of the houfe of God was no more (if we take 
the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit inches) than 55 feet in height, 3 6| 
in breadth, and iio in’ length — a fmall parilh church, fays Prideaux 
(Conne<Stlon, voL L p. 144. folio); but few fandluaries could he y$lued 
at four or five millions fterling ! 
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fupplanted the crofs, rifes to the perpendicular c h a p. 
height of one hundred and eighty feet above the , 

pavement. The circle wliich eneompaffes the 
dome, lightly repofes on four ftrong arches, and 
their weight is firmly fupported by four maffy 
piles, whofe ftrength is affifted on the northern 
and fouthern fides by four columns of Egyptian 
granite. A Greek crofs, infcribed in a quad- 
rangle, reprefents the form of the edifice j the 
exa6t breadth is two hundred and forty-three 
feet, and two hundred and fixty-nine may be 
afligned for the extreme length from the lanc- 
tuary in the eall to the nine weftern doors which 
open into the vellibule, and from thence into the 
narthej! or exterior portico. That portico was 
the humble ftation of the penitents. The nave 
or body of the church was filled by the congre- 
gation of the faithful ; but the twm fexes were pru- 
dently diftinguifhed, and the upper and lower 
galleries were allotted for the more private de- 
votion of the women. Beyond the northern and 
fouthern piles, a baluflrade, terminated on either 
fide by the thrones of the emperor and the patri- 
arch, divided the nave from the choir: and the 
fpace, as far as the fleps of the altar, was occu- 
pied by the clergy and fingers. The altar itfelf, 
a name which infenfibly became familiar to Chrif- 
tian ears, was placed in the eaftern recefs, arti- 
ficially built in the form of a derai-cylinder ; and ' 
this fan<Sluary communicated by feveral doors 
with the facrifty, the veftry, the baptiftery, and 
the contiguous buildings, fubfervient either to 
the pomp of worlhip, or the private ufe.of the, 

I 4 ecclct 
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CHAP. 

XL. 



Marbles. 


ecclefiaflical minifters. The memory of paft cai 
lamities infpired Juftinian with a wife refolution, 
that no wood, except for the doors, lliould be ad- 
mitted into the new edifice ; and the choice of 
the materials was applied to the ftrength, the 
lightnefs, or the fplendour of the refpedtive parts. 
The folid piles which fuftained the cupola were 
compofed of huge blocks of freeftone, hewn into 
fquares and triangles, fortified by circles of iron, 
and firmly cemented by the infufion of lead and 
quicklime: but the weight of the cupola was 
diminiflied by the levity of its fubftance, which 
confifls either of puraice-ftone that floats in the 
water, or of bricks from the ifle of Rhodes, five 
times lefs ponderous than the ordinary fort. The 
whole frame of the edifice was conflrudted of 
brick; but thofe bafe materials were concealed 
by a cruft of marble; and the infide of St. Sophia, 
the cupola, the two larger, and the fix fmaller, 
femi-domes, the walls, the hundred columns, 
and the pavement, delight even the eyes of 
barbarians, with a rich and variegated picture. 
A poet'^, .who beheld the primitive luftre of 
St. Sophia, enumerates the colours, the fliades, 
and the fpots of ten or twelve marbles, jaf- 

Pau Silentiarius, in dark and poetic language? defcribes the variout> 
f^ones and marbles that were employed in the edifice of St. Sophia (P. ii. 
p.ia9- 133* &c. &c.): i. The CaryjVmn — pale, with iron veins. 3. The 
Phrygian — of two forts, both of a rofy hue ; the one with a white lhade, 
the other purple, with filver flowers . 3. The Porphyry of Mgypt — with 
fmallftars. 4. The green marble of Laconia, 5. The Carian — from 
Mount laffls, with oblique veins, white and red. 6. The Lydian — pale, 
with a red flower. 7* The African or Mauritanian-^ dl a gqld or 
faiFron hue. S. The Celtic — black, with white veins. 9, The Bojphovic 
-—white, with black edges. Befides the Proconnejan^ which formed the 
pavements Theffalian^ Molojftani &c. which are lefs difl:in< 5 tly painted^ 

pers. 
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pers, and porphyries, which nature had profufely CHAP. 

diverfified, and which were blended and con- , ■ 

^ 

traded as it were by a Ikilful painter. The tri- 
umph of Chrift was adored with the laft fpoils 
of Paganifra, but the greater part of thefe coftly 
ftones was extra6ted from the quarries of Afia 
Minor, the ifles and continent of Greece, Egypt, 

Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, 
which Aiirelian had placed in the temple of the 
fun, were offered by the piety of a Roman ma- 
tron ; eight others of green marble were prefented 
by the ambitious zeal of the magiftrates of Ephe- 
fus : both are admu'able by their fee and beauty, 
but every order of architedlure difclaims their 
fantaftic capitals. A variety of ornaments and 
figures was curioufly exprefied in mofaic ; and the 
images of Chrifl;, of the Virgin, of faints, and of 
angels, which have been defaced by Turkilh fana- 
ticifm, were dangeroufly expofed to the fuper- 
flition of the Greeks. According to the fan<ftity 
of each objeft, the precious metals were diftri- 
buted in thin leaves or in folid mafles. The 
baluftrade of the choir, the capitals of the pillars, 
the ornaments of the doors and galleries, were 
of gilt bronze ; the fpe6lator was dazzled by the 
glittering afpedt of the cupola; the fan^tuary 
contained forty thouland pound w'eight of filver ; 
and the holy vafes and veftments of the altar 
were of the pureft gold, enriched with ineftimable 
gems. Before the flrudture of the church had 
rifen two cubits above the ground, forty-five 
thoufand two hundred pounds were already con- 
fumed ; and the whole expence amounted to 

three 
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three hundred and twentythoufand: each reader, 
according to the.meafure of his belief, may 
eftimate their value either in gold or filvef ; but 
the fum of one million fterling is the refult of 
the loweft computation. A magnificent temple 
is a laudable monument of national tafte and 
religion, and 'the enthufiaft who entered the 
dome of St. Sophia, might be tempted to fuppofe 
that it was the refidence, or even the workman- 
fliip, of the Deity. Yet how dull is the artifice, 
how infignificant is the labour, if it be compared 
with the formation of the vileil infe6l that crawls 
upon the furface of the temple ! 

So minute a defcription of an edifice which 
time has refpefiled, may attell the truth, and 
exciife the relation of the innumerable works, 
both in the capital and provinces, which Jullinian 
conftru6ted on a fmaller fcale and lefs dui'able 
foundations '”*. In Conftantinople alone, and 
the adjacent fuburbs, he dedicated twenty-five 
churches to the honour of Chrill, the Virgin, 
and the faints: moft of thefe churches were 
decorated with marble and gold; and theii;_ 
various fituation was flcilfully chofen in a popu- 
lous fquare, or a pleafant grove ; on the margin of 
the fea-lliore, or on fome lofty eminence which 
overlooked the continents of Europe and Afia. 
The church of the Holy Apoftles at Conflanti- 
nople, and that of St. John at Ephefus, appear 

^°^The fix books of the Edifices of Pi:ocopiiis are thus difirlbuted : the 
firji is confined to Conftantinople ; tjjie ficond includes Mefopotamia and 
Syria; the thirds Armenia and the Euxine; th.Q fourth-, Europe; the 
fifth, Afia Minor and Paleftine ; ^tfixtb, Egypt and Africa- Italy is 
forgot by the Emperor or the hiftorian> who publiihed this work of adu-i 
kti^n before the date (A.D. -555.) of its final conqueft. 

‘ . lo 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 133 

to have been framed on the fame model; their CHAP, 
domes afpiredto imitate the cupolas of St. Sophia j . 
but the altar was more judicioufly placed under 
the centre of the dome, at the junction of four 
ftately porticoes, which more accurately ex- 
preffed the figure of the Greek crofs. The 
Virgin of Jerufalem might exult in the temple 
eredled by her In)perial votary on a mod un- 
grateful fpot, which afforded neither ground nor 
materials to the archite61:, A level was formed, 
by railing part of a deep t^alley to the height of 
the mountain. The Hones of a neighbouring 
quarry were hewn into regular forms 5 each block 
was fixed on a peculiar carriage drawn by forty 
of the ftrongeft oxen, and the roads were widened 
for the paffage of fuch enormous weights. Lebar 
non furnilhed her loftiell cedars for the timbers 
of the church ; and the feafonable difcovery of 
a vein of red marble, fupplied its beautiful 
columns, two of which, the fuppbrters of the 
exterior portico, were efteemed the largell in the 
world. The pious munificence of the Emperor 
was dilFufed over the Holy Land j and if realbn 
fhould condemn the monafleries of both fexes 
which were built or reflored by Juftinian, yet 
charity mull applaud the wells which he funk, 
and the hofpitals which he founded for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The fchifmatical temper 
of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty; but 
in Syria and Africa fome remedies Were applied 
to the difafters of wars and earthquakes, and 
both Carthage and Antioch, emerging from their 
ruins, might revere the name of their gracious 

■ bene- 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


124 

CHAP, benefactor "’h Atmoft every faint in the calendar 

-w-r ' 

. ‘ ■ acquired the honours of a temple ; alinoft every 

city of the empire obtained the folid advantages 
of bridges, hofpitals, and aqueduCls ; but the 
Jevere liberality of the monarch difdained to 
indulge hisfubjeCts in the popular luxury of baths 
■and theatres. While Juftinian laboured for the 
public fervice, he was not unmindful of his own 
dignity and eafe. The Byzantine palace, which 
had been damaged by the conflagration was re- 
ftored with new magnificence ; and fomc notion 
may be conceived of the whole edifice, by the 
yeftibule or hall, which, from the doors perhaps, 
or the roof, was furnaraed choice, or the brazen. 
The dome of a fpacious quadrangle was fupported 
by malfy pillars; the pavement and walls were en- 
crufted with many-coloured marbles — the eme- 
rald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and the 
white Phrygian flone interfered with veins of 
a fea-green hue: tlie mofaic paintings of the 
dome and fides reprefented the glories of the 
African and Italian triumphs. On the Afiatic 
fliore of the Propontis, at a fmall diftance to 
the eaft of Chalcedon, the coftly palace and 
gardens of Hermum were prepared for the 
fummer refidence of Juftinian, and more efpe- 
cially of Theodora. The poets of the age have 
celebrated the rare alliance of nature and art, 

Juftinian once gave forty-five centenaries of gold {180,000/.) 
for the repairs of Antioch after the earthquake (John Malala, tom. ii. 

p.146— 1490- 

For the Heraeum, the palace of Theodora, fee Gyllius (de Bof- 
poro Thracio, Liii. c-xi.), Aleman. (Not, ad Anecdot. p. 80, 81. who 
quotes feveral epigrams of the Anthology), and Ducange (C. F. Chrift. 

lav. c. 13.P.175J 
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the harmony of the nymphs of the groves, the G H A p. 
fountains, and the waves; yet the crowd of , . 

attendants wlio followed the court complained of 
their inconvenient lodgings ‘“’j and the nymphs, 
were too often alarmed by the famous Porphyrio, 
a whale of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in 
length, w'ho was flranded at the mouth of the 
river Sangaris after he had infefted more than 
half a century the feas of Conftantinople 
The fortifications of Europe and Afia were Fortifica- 
niultiplied by juftinian ; but the repetition of 
thofe timid and fruitlefs precautions expofes to 
aphilofophic eye the debility of the empire 
From Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux 
of the Save to the mouth of the Danube, a chain 
of above fourfcore fortified places was extended 
along the banks of the great river. Single watch« 
towers were changed into fpacious citadels ; va- 
cant walls, which the engineers contracted or 
enlarged according to the nature of the ground, 
were filled with colonies or garrifons ; a ftrong 
fortrefs defended the ruins of Trajan’s bridge 

and 

109 Compare, hi the Edifices (!. h c. ii.) and in the Anecdotes (ci 8* 

15.), the diiferent ftyles of adulation and malevolence ; ftript of the 
paint or cleanfed from the dirt, the objedl appears to be the fame. 

Procopius, 1 . viil- 219; moll probably a flranger and wanderer, as 
the Mediterranean does not breed whales. Balsenee quoque in noftra 
maria peiietrant (Plin. Hill. Natur. ix. a*). Between the polar circle and 
the tropic, the cetaceous animals of the ocean grow to the length of 50, 

80, or 100 feet (Hill, des Voyages, tom. xv. p. ^89. PennanPs Britilh- 
Zoology, voL hi. p. 35.). 

Montefquieu obferves (tom. hi. p. 503. Confiderations fur h 
Grandeur et la Decadence des Remains, c. xx.) that Juftinian’s em- 
pire was like France in the time of the Norman inroads-— -never fb 
weak as when every village was fortified. 

Procopius affirms ( 1 . iv. c. 6.) that the Danube was Hopped by the 
ruins of the bridge. Had Apollodorus, the Architedli left a deferiptbn 

• ■ ' o£ 
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and feveral military ftations atFe6led to fpread 
beyond '"the Danube the pride of the Roman 
name. But that name was divefted of its ter- 
rors ; the Barbarians, in their annual inroads, 
paffed and contemptuoufly repaired, before thele 
ufelefs bulwarks; and the inhabitants of the 
frontier, inllead of repoling under the lhadow of 
the general defence, were compelled to guard, 
with inceffant vigilance, their feparate habita- 
tions. The folitude of ancient cities was re- 
pleniflied; the new foundations of Jullinian ac- 
quired, perhaps too haftily, the epithets of im- 
pregnable and populous ; and the aufpicious 
place of his own nativity attradled the grateful 
I'everence of the vain ell of princes. Under the 
name oi Juftiniana frima, the obfcure village of 
Taurelium became the feat of an archbilhop ah^ 
a pragfe6l, whofe jurifdidlion extended over feven 
warlike provinces of Illyricum ; and the cor- 
rupt appellation of Gmjiendil Hill indicates, 
about twenty miles to the fouth of Sophia, the 
refidence of a Turkilh fanjak For the rife of 
the Emperor’s countrymen, a cathedral, a palace, 

of Hs own workj the fabulous wonders of Dion Caflius (1. Ixviii. 
p.xisi9>) would have been corredted by the genuine pidturey Trajan’s 
bridge conMed of twenty or twenty-two flone piles wifh wooden 
arches ; the river is ihallow, the current gentle, and the whole inter- 
val no more than 443 (Reimer ad Dion, from Marfigli) or 515 toifes 
(d’Anville Geographic Ancienne, tom. i. p. 305.)* 

Of the two Dacias, Mediterranea and Riperifis^ Dardai)tia, Prse- 
valitana, the fecond Msefia, and the fecond Macedonia. See Juftinian 
(Novell, xi.), who fpeaks of his caftles beyond the Danube, and of 
homines Temper bellicus fudoribus inhserentes. 

See d’Anville (Memoiresde 1 ’ Academic, &;c. tom.X|CJi:J. p 389, 
»90.), Rycaut (Prefent State of theTurkifli Empire, p. 97. 3x6.}, Mar- 
figli (Stato Militare del Imperio Ottomano, p. 130.). The fanjak of 
Giuftendil is one if the t%venty under the beglerbeg of Rumeiia, and 
his diilricl: mamtains 48 zaims and 588 timwdoU* 

and 
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and an aqueclu6t, were fpeedily conftru6led; the chap. 
public and private edifices were adapted to the . . 

greatnefs of a royal city 5 and the ftrength of the 
walls refilled, during the life-time of Juftinian, 
the imlkilful aflaults of the Huns and Sclavo- 
nians. Their progrefs was fometimes retarded, 
and their hopes of rapine were difappointed, 
by the innumerable caftles, which, in the pro- 
vinces of Dacia, Epirus, Theflaly, Macedonia, 
and Thrace, appeared to cover the whole face of 
the country. Six hundred of thefe forts were 
built or repaired by the Emperor: but it feems 
reafonable to believe, that the far greater part 
confifted only of a fione or brick towei', in the 
midft of a fquare or circular area, which was 
furrounded by a wall and ditch, and aftbrded in 
a moment of danger fome protedlion to the pea- 
fants and cattle of the neighbouring villages 
Yet thefe military works, which exhaufled the 
public treafure, could not remove the juft ap- 
prehenfions of Juftinian and his European fub- 
jedls. The warm baths of Anchialus in Thrace 
were rendered as fafe as they were falutary ; but 
the rich paftures of Theffalonica were foraged 
by the Scythian cavalry ; the delicious vale of 
Tempe, three hundred miles from the Danube, 

Was continually alarmed by the found of war ; 
and no unfortified fpot, however diftant or foli- 


Tliefe fortifications may be compared to the cafties in Mingrelia 
(Chardin? Voyages en Perfe, torn.!, p. 6o. 1 3 i.~a natural pi<51:ure» 
The valley of Tempe is fituate along the river Peneus? between the 
hills of OiTa and Olympus : it is only five miles long, and iii fome places 
no more than lao feet in breadth. Its verdant beauties are elegantly 
defcribed by Pliny (Hift, Natur, 1. iv. x 5.)? and more diffufely by JElian 
|Hift. Var. 1. iii. c. 1)* / ^ 

'tary, 
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P. tary, could fecurely enjoy the bleffings of peace. 
The ftreights of Thermopylje, which feemed to 
protect, but which had fo often betrayed, the 
fafety of Greece, were diligently ftrengthened 
by the labour's of Juftinian. From the edge of 
the fea-fliore, through the foreft and Vallies, and 
as far as the fuminit of the Theffalian mountains, 
a ftrong wall was continued, which occupied 
every practicable entrance. Inftead of an hafty 
crowd of peafants, a garrifon of two thoufand 
fbldiers was llationed along the rampart ; grana- 
ties of corn, and refervoirs of water, were pro- 
vided for their ufe ; and by a precaution that in- 
fpired the cowardice which it forefaw, conve- 
nient fortreffes were ereCled for their retreat. 
The walls of Corinth, overthrown by an earth- 
quake. and the mouldering bulwarks Of Athens 
and Platsea, were carefully reftored ; the Barba- 
rians were difcouraged by the profpeCl of fuc- 
ceffive and painful fieges ; and the naked cities 
of Peloponnefus were covered by the fortifica- 
tions of the ifthraus of Corinth. At the extremity 
of Europe, another peninfula, the Thracian Cher- 
fonefus, runs three days journey into the fea, to 
form, with the adjacent lliores of Afia, the 
ftreights of the Hellefpont. The intervals be- 
tween eleven populous towns were filled by lofty 
woods, fair paftures, and arable lands : and the 
iflhmus, or thirty-feven ftadia or furlongs, had 
been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 
years before the reign of JuHinian In an age 

Xenophon Hellenic. 1. iii. c. a. After a long and tedious conver- 
fation with the Byzantine declaimers, how refrefliing is the truths the 
the elegance of an Attic writer! 
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of freedom and valour, the flighteft rampart may c h a P. 1,1' 

prevent a furprife ; and Procopius appears infen-' XL- 
fible of the fuperiority of ancient times, 1)911116 he 
pi'aifes the folid conftrudlion and double parapet 
of a wail, whofe long arms flretched on either 
fide into the lea ; but v9hofe ftrength was deemed 
infufficient to guard the Cherfonefus, if each city, 
and particularly Galipoli and Seftus, had not 
been fecured by their peculiar fortifications. The 
Jong wall, as it was emphatically ftyled, was a 
work as difgraceful in the obje^, as it was re- 
Ipedtable in the execution. The riches of a ca- 
pital diffufe themfelves over the neighbouring 
country, and the territory of Conftantinople, a 
paradife of nature, was adorned with the luxurious 
gardens and villas of the fenators and opulent 
citizens. But their wealth ferved only to attract 
the bold and rapacious barbarians ; the noblell of 
the Romans, in the bofom of peaceful indolenccj 
were led away into Scythian captivity, and their 
fovereign might view, from his palace, the hoftile 
flames which were infolently fpread to the gates 
of the Imperial city. At the diftance only of 
forty miles, Anaftafius was conftrained to efta- 
blilh a laft frontier ; his long wall, of fixty miles 
from the Propontis to the Euxine, proclaimed 
the impotence of his arms ; and as the danger 
became more imminent, new fortifications were 
added by the indefatigable prudence of Jufti- 
nian . 

Afia Minor, after the fubmiflion of the Ilatt- Secontj- of 

, ^ ^ A{ia> aftec 

See the long wall ill Evagrius (1. iv. c. 38#). This whole article i«' 
drawn from tlie fourth book of theEdificesj except Anchialus (I»m. c. 7*). 

VOL. VII. K rians. 
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riatis remamed without enemies and without 

fortifications. Thofe bold favages, who haMif- 

dained to be the fubjeas of Gallienns, perfifted 
two hundred and thirty years in a hfe^ of inde- 
pendence and rapine. The moft fuccrfs&l 
princes refpeaed the flrength of the^mountains 
Ind the defpair of the natives ; their fierce fpirit 
was fometimes foothed with gifts, and fometimes 
reftrained by terror ; and a military count, with 
three legions, fixed his permanent and igno- 
minious ftation in the heart of the Roman pro- 
vinces But no fooner was the vigilance of 
power relaxed or diverted, than the light-armed 
fbuadrons defcended from the hills, and invaded 
the peaceful plenty of Afia. Although the Ifau- 
rians were not remarkable for flature or bravery, 
want rendered them bold, and experience made 
them fkilful in the exercife of predatory war. 
They advanced with fecrecy and fpeed to the at- 
tack of villages and defencelefs towns j their fly- 
ina: parties have fometimes touched the Heilef- 
pont, the Euxine, and the gates of Tarfus, An- 
tioch, or Damafcus ; and the fpoil was lodged 
in their inacceflible mountains, before the Roman 
troops had received their orders, or the diftant 
province had computed its lofs. The guilt of 

Turn bacfc to vol. i. p. 454- In the courfe of this I have 

fometimes mentioned, and much oftener flighted, the hafty inroads 
of the Ifiurians, which were not attended with any confeq,uences. 

TrebelUus Pollio in Hift. Auguft, p.107. who hved undw Dio- 
cletiin, or Conftantine. See likewife Pancirolus ad Not. Imp. Onen . 
c. lij.' 141. See Cod. Theodof. l.ix. tit._35. leg. 37. tvith a copious 
colleaive Annotation of Godefroy, tom. iii. _ 

See the ftfl and wide extent of their inroads m Philoftorgius (tiilt.- 
Ecclef. I. xi. c. 8 ), with Godefroy’s learned DilTertations. 
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rebellion and robbery excluded them from the c h ap, 
rights of national enemies j and the magillrates 
were inlirudled by an edidt, that the trial or pu- 
nilhment of an Ifaurian, even on the feftival of 
Eafter, was a meritorious act of juftice and 
piety If the captives were condemned to do- 
meftic flavery, they maintained j with their fword 
or dagger, the private quarrel of their inafters ; 
and it was found expedient for the public tran- 
quillity, to prohibit the fervice of fueh danger- 
ous retainers. When their countryman Tarca- 
liflinus or Zeno afcended the throne, he invited 
a faithful and formidable band of Ifaurians, who 
infulted the court and city, and were rewarded 
by an annual tribute of five thoufand pounds of 
gold. But the hopes of fortune depopulated the 
mountains, luxury enervated the hardinefs of 
their minds and bodies, and in proportion as 
they mixed with mankind, they became lefs qua- 
lified for the enjoyment of poor and folitary 
freedom. After the death of Zeno, his fucceffor 
Anadafiiis fupprefied their penfions, expofed 
their perfons to the revenge of the people, ba- 
nifhed them from Conftantinople, and prepared 
to fuflain a war, which left only the alternative 
of vi6tory or fervitude. ' A brother of the laft 
emperor ufurped the title of Auguflus, his caufe 
was powerfully fupported by the arms, the trea- 
fures, and the magazines collected by Zeno 5 and 
the native Ifaurians mufl have formed the fmall- 

Cod. Juftinlan. 1. ix. tit. la. leg. lo. The pimilhments are fevere' 

' — a fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradation, and even death. 

The public peace might aiford a pretence, but Zeno ^vas defirous of 
monopolizing the valour and fervice cf the Ifaurians. 
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eft portion of the hundred and fifty thoufand 
barbarians under his ftandard, which was fan6li- 
fied, for the firft time, by the prefence of a fight- 
ing bilhop. Their diforderly numbers were van- 
quiftied in the plains of Phrygia by the valour 
and difcipline of the Goths ; but a war of fix 
years almoft exhaufted the courage of the Em- 
peror The Ifauriaiis retired to their moun- 
tains ; their fortreffes were fucceflively befieged 
and ruined •, their communication with the fea 
was intercepted; the braved; of their leaders died 
in arms ; the furviving chiefs, before their exe- 
cution, were dragged in chains through the hip- 
podrome; a colony of their youth was tranf- 
planted into Thrace, and the remnant of the 
people fubmitted to the Roman government. 
Yet forae generations elapfed before their minds 
were reduced to the level of flavery. The popu- 
lous villages of Mount Taurus were filled with 
horfemen and archers ; they refifted the impo- 
fition of tributes, but they recruited the armies 
of Juftinian ; and his civil magiftrates, the pro- 
conful of Cappadocia, the Count of Ifauria, and 
the praetors of Lycaonia and Pifidia, were in- 
vefted with military power to reftrain the licen- 
tious pra6lice of rapes and aflafflnations 

The ifaurian war and the triumph of Anaftafms are briefly and 
darkly reprefented by John Malala (tom. ii. p. io6> io7.)> Evagrius (L ill. 
c»35*)> Theophanss (p. ii 3 — -lao.), and the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

*24 Fortes ea regio (fays Juftinian) viros habet, nec in ullo difFert ab 
Ifauria, though Procopius (Perfic. I. i. c. 18.) marks an efientkl difle- 
rence between their military characfter; yet in former times the Lycao- 
nians and Pifidians had defended their liberty againft the gi'eat King 
(Xenophon. Aliabafis, L hi. c. a.). Juftinian introduces fome falfe and 
ridiculous erudition of the ancient empire of the Pifidians, and of Lycaon, 
who, after vifiting Rome (long before -®neas), gave a name an.d peo^ 
pie to Lycaonia (Novell. »4, 55. 30.). 
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If we extend our view from the tropic to the c H A p. 
mouthofthe TanaiSj We may obferve on one hand , . 

the precautions of Jullinian to curb the lavages Portifica- 
of jiEthiopia and on the other, the long walls nons of the 
which he conftrudled in Crimasa for the protec- 
tion of his friendly Goths, a colony of three thou- 
fand fhepherds and warriors From that pen- From the 

infula to Trebizond, the eaftern curve of the 

n rerliaa 

Euxine was fecured by forts, by alliance, or by frontier, 
religion: and the pplTeffion of Lazica^ t\\e 
Colchos of ancient, the Mingrelia of modern 
geography, foon became tlie obje6t of an impor- 
tant war. Trebizond, in after-times the feat of 
a romantic empire, was indebted to the liberality 
of Juftinian for a church, an aqueduft, and a 
caftle, whole ditches are hewn in the folid rock. 

From that maritime city, a frontier line of five 
hundred miles may be drawn to the fortrefs of 
Circeliura, the lall Roman ttation on the Eu- 
phrates*”. Above Trebizond immediately, and 
five days journey to the fouth, the country rifes 
into dark forefts and craggy mountains, as favage 
though not fo lofty as the Alps and the*Pyrenees. 


See Procopius, Perfic. 1 . i. c. 19. The altar of national concord, 
of annual facrifice and oaths, which Diocletian had ereaed in the ifle 
of Elephantine, was demollOied by Juftinian with lefs policy than zeal. 

Procopius de Edificiis, l.iii. c. 7. Hift. 1 . viii. c. 3, 4. Thefe un- 
ambitious Goths had refufed to follow the ftandard of Theodoric As 
late as the xvth and xvith century, the name and nation might be dif- 
covered between Cafta and the Streights of Azoph (d^Aimiie Memoires 
derAcademie,tom.xxx, p.240.). They well deferved the curiofity of 
Bufbequius (p. 321 — 326.): butfeem to have vanilhed in the more re- 
cent account of the Millions du Levant (tom. i.), Tott, Peyfibnel, Ac* 
For the geography and' archite< 5 lure of thisArmeman border, fee 
|:he Perfian Wars and Edifices (l.ii. c.4 —7. hiii. €*2—7.] o£ Procopius. 
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In this rigorous climate where the fnows fel- 
dom melt, the fruits are tardy and tallelefs, even 
honey is poifonous ; the moft induftrious tillage 
would be confined to fome pleafant vallies ; and 
the paftoral tribes obtained a fcanty fuftenance 
from the flefli and milk of their cattle. The 
Chalyhians^^^ derived their name and temper 
from the iron quality of the foil ; and, fince 
the days of Cyrus, they might produce, under 
the various appellations of Chaldteans and Za- 
nians, an uninterrupted prefeription of war and 
rapine. Under the reign of Juftinian, they ac- 
knowledged the God and the Emperor of the 
Romans, and feven fortrelfes were built in the 
moft acceflible paffes, to exclude the ambi- 
tion of the Perfian monarch’^®. The principal 
fource of the Euphrates defeends from the Cha- 
lybian mountains, and feeras to flow towards 
the weft and the Euxine ; bending to the fouth- 
weft, the river pafles under the walls of Satala, 

The country is deferibedbyToumefort (Voyage au Levant, tom. iii* 
jettre xvii* xviii.). That Ikilful botanift foon difeovered the plant that in- 
fects the honey (PHn. xxi. 44, 45:.). He obferves, that the foldiers of 
Luculliis might indeed be aftonifhed at the cold, fiiice, even in the plain 
of Erzerum, fnow fometimes falls in June, and the harvell: is feldom 
fijiilhed before September- The hills of Armenia are below the fortieth 
degree of latitude; but in the mountainous country which I inhabit, it 
is well known that an afc.ent of fome hours carries the traveller from the 
climate of Languedoc to that of Norway, and a general theory has been 
introduced, that under the line an elevation of 2400 toifes is equiva- 
lent to the cold of the polar circle (Remond, Obfervations fur les Voy- 
ages de Coxe dans la Suifle, tom.ii. p.104.). 

The identity or proximity of the Chalyblans, or Chaldacans, may 
be iaveftigated in Strabo ( 1 . xih p* 825, 826.), Cellarius (Geograph. An- 
tiq. tom. ii. p. aoa — 204.), and Freret (Mem. dc FAcademie, tom. iv, 
,p.594.). Xenophon fuppofes, in his romance (Cyropsed. I hi.), the fame 
^Barbarians againft whom he had fought in his retreat (Anabahs, 1 . iv.). 

Procopius, Perfic. i. i. c. 15. DeEdific. Liii» c. 6. 
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and Melitene (which were reftored by Juftinian 
as the bulwarks of the lefler Armenia), and gra- 
dually approaches the Mediterranean fea ; till at 
length, repelled by Mount Taurus”', the Eu- 
phrates inclines his long and flexible courfe to the 
fouth-eall and the Gulph of Perfia. Among the 
Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we dif- 
tinguilh two recent foundations, which were 
named from Theodofius, and the relics of the 
martyrs ; and two capitals, Amida and EdeflTa, 
which are celebrated in the hiftory of every age. 
Their ftrength was proportioned by Juftinian to 
the danger of their fituation. A ditch and pali- 
fade might be fufficient to refill the artlefs force 
of the cavalry of Scythia; but more elaborate 
works were required to fuftain a regular liege 
againft the arras and treafures of the great King. 
His Ikilfol engineers underftood the methods of 
conducting deep mines, and of railing platforms 
to the level of the rampart; he lliook the ftrongeft 
battlements with his military engines, and fome- 
times advanced to the affault with a line of move- 
able turrets on the backs of elephants. In the 
great cities of the Eaft, the difiidvantage of fpace, 
perhaps of polition, was compenlated by the zeal 
of the people, who feconded the garrifon in the 
defence of their country and religion ; and the 
fabulous promife of the Son of God, that Edefla 
jdiould never be taken, filled the citizens with 


13 j Xaurus obftct hi noftra njuna veiiturus fFompomus Mela> 

hi. 8 .). Pliny, a poet as as a naturallft (y. so«), perfonifies the river 
and mountain, and defcribes their combat. See the courfe of the 71 * 
gris and Euphrates, in the excellent treatife of JD’Anville. 

K4 valiant 
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CHAP, valiant confidence, and chilled the befiegers with 
doubt and difmay'’^. The fubordinate towns 
of Armenia and Mefopotamia were diligently 
ftrengthened, and the polls which appeared to 
have any command of ground or water, were 
occupied by numerous forts, fubllantially built 
of Hone, or more hallily ere6led with the ob- 
vious materials of earth and brick. The eye 
of Juftinian inveftigated every Ipot ; and his 
cruel precautions might attradl the war into 
fome lonely vale, whole peaceful natives, con- 
nected by trade and marriage, were ignorant 
of national difcord and the quarrels of princes. 
Weft ward of the Euphrates, a fandy defert ex- 
tends above fix hundred miles to the Red Sea. 
Nature had interpofed a vacant folitude between 
the ainbition of two rival empires : the Arabians, 
till Mahomet arofe, were formidable only as rob- 
bers: and in the proud fecurity of peace, the 
fortifications of Syria were negleCt.ed on the mofi; 
vulnerable fide. 

But the national enmity, at leaft the effeCts of 
that enmity, had been fufpended by a truce, 
which continued above fourfcore years. An am- 
A.iD.’488. balfador from the Emperor Zeno accompanied 
the rafli and unfortunate Perozes, in his expedi- 
tion againft the Nepthalites or white Huns, whofe 
conquefts had been llretched from the Cafpian to 


X)eatli of 
Perozes, 
King of 
Perfia, 


Procopius (Perfic. 1 . ii. c. 12.} tells the ftory with the tone half 
fceptical, half fuperflitious, of Herodotus. The promife was not in the 
primitive lye of Eufebius, but dates at leaft from the year 400, and a 
third lye, the Veronica, was foon raifed on the two former (Evagrius, 
|. iv.' c. 57.). As EdeiTa has been taken, Tillemont mufi difclaim the 
promife ^Mem.Eccles. tom. i. p. 36a. 383. 617.}. 

the 
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the Keart of India, whofe throne was enriched chap, 

with emeralds and whofe cavalry was fup- 

ported by a line of two thOufand elephants’'®^ 

The Perfians were twice circumvented, in a fitu- 
ation which made valour ufelefs and flight im- 
poflible ; and the double vidtory of the Huns was 
atchieved by military flratagem. They difmifled 
their royal captive after he had Submitted to 
adore the majefty of a barbarian ; and the humili- 
ation was poorly evaded by the cafuiftical fubtilty 
of the Magi, who inftrufiled Perozes to direft 
his attention to the riling fun. The indignant 
fucceflbr of Cyrus forgot his danger and his 
gratitude ;■ he renewed the attack with head- 
ftrong fury, and loft, both his army and his life*®®. 

The death of Perozes abandoned Perlia to her 
foreign and domeftic enemies : and twelve years 


* 3 They were purchafed from the merchants of Adulis who traded 
to India (Cofmas, Topograph, Chrift, L xL p. S39*)y the efti- 

mate of precious ftones, the Scythian emerald was the firfi, the Bac- 
trian the iecond, the iEthiopian only the third (Hill’s Theophraftns, 
p. 6x, See* ()z»y The produdlioiij mines, 5cc, of emeralds, are Involved 
in darknefs ; and it is doubtful whether we poffefs any of the twelve 
forts knowui to the ancients (Goguet, Origine des Loix, part. ii. 
L ii. c. a. art. 3,). In this war the Huns got, or at leaft Perozes loft, the 
fineft pearl in the world, of which Procopius relates a ridiculous fable. 
The Indo-ScytliEe continued to reign from tlie time of Auguftua 
(Dionyf. Perieget. 1088, with the Commentary of Euilathius, in Hud- 
fon, Geograph, Minor, tom. iv ) to that of the elder Juftln (Coftiias, 
Topograph. Chrift. 1, xi. p- 3 38, 3 39-)« On their origin and conquefts, 
fee D’Anville (fur I’Inde, p. 18. 45- &c, 69. 85. 89.)* In the fecond 
century they w’ere mafters of Larice or Guzerat. 

» See the fate of Phirouz or Perozes, and its confequenees, in Pro^ 
copius (Perfic. l.i. c. 3 — 6.), who maybe compaiedwiih the iTagments 
of Oriental hiftoi'y (d’Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 351. and l exeira* 
liiftory of Perfia, tranllated or abridged by Stephens, 1. i* c. p* 13% 
: — 138.). The chronology is ably afeertained bjr Aifeman# (Bibliot. Ori*i« 
iii p, 396 — 43^7*) • 
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C H A P. 
XL. 

The Per- 
hail war, 

A. D. 

50a — ^505. 


of confufionr elapfed before his fon Cabades or 
Kobad could embrace any deligns of ambition 
or revenge. The unkind parfiinony of Anaftafius 
was the motive or pretence of a Roman war'^® j 
the Huns and Arabs marched under the Perfian 
flandard, and the fortifications of Armenia and 
Mefopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
imperfedt condition. The Emperor returned his 
thanks to the governor and people of Marty- 
ropolis, for the prompt furrender of a city which 
could not be fuccefsfully defended, and the con- 
flagration of Theodofiopolis might juftify the 
conduct of their prudent neighbours. Amida 
fuftained a long and deftru6live fiege : at the 
end of three months the lofs of fifty thoufand 
of the foldiers of Cabades was not balanced by 
any profpefit of fuccefs, and it was in vain that 
the Magi deduced a flattering prediction from 
the indecency of the women on the ramparts, 
who had revealed their moil fecret charms to the 
eyes of the aflailants. At length, in a filent 
night, they afcended the moil acceflible tower, 
which was guarded only by fome monks, op- 
preffed, after the duties of a feftival, with fleep 
and wine. Scaling ladders were applied at the 
dawn of day, the prefence of Cabades, his Hern 
command, and his drawn fword, compelled the 
Perfians to vanquiih ; and before it was flieathed, 
fourfcore thoufand of the inhabitants had ex- 

The Periian war, under the reigns of Anallafms and Juftin, may 
be colledfced from Procopius (Perfic. h i. c. 7, 8, 9.) Theophanes (in 
Chi'onograph. p. i%4 — Evagrius (L hi. c. 37.), Marcellinus (in 
Chron. p. 47 *)» Stylites (apud AiTem^U. tom. i. p. zyz — 

piated 
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piated tlie blood of their companions. After c h a p. 
the liege of Amida, the war continued three j 
years, and the unhappy frontier tailed the full 
meafure of its calamities. The gold of Anaflafius 
was offered too late, the number of his troops 
was defeated by the number of their generals ; 
the country Avas llripped of its inhabitants, and 
both the living and the dead were abandoned to 
the wild beads of the defert. The refillance of 
EdelTa, and the deficiency of fpoil, inclined the 
mind of Cabades to peace ; he fold his conquefts 
for an exorbitant price : and the fame line, though 
marked with flaughter and devaftation, dill 
feparated the two empires. To avert the repe- 
tition of the fame evils, Anallafius refolved to 
found a new colony, fo ftrong, that it fliould 
defy the power of the Perfian, fo far advanced 
towards Aflyria, that its llationary troops might 
defend the province by the menace or operation 
of offenlive war. For this purpofe, the town of Fortifica- 
Dara fourteen miles from Nilibis, and four 
days journey from the Tigris, was peopled and 
adorned ; the hally works of Anallaliiis were im- 
proved by the perfeverance of Jullinian ; and 
without infilling on places lefs important, the 
fortifications of Dara may reprefent the military 
archite6lure of the age. The city was furrounded 
with two walls, and the interval between them, 
of fifty paces, afforded a retreat to the cattle of 

m defcrlption of Dara is amply and corredlly given by Procopius 
(Perfic- I.L c. lo. Liu c, 13. De Edific. Liu c.i, ii, 3. Liiu c- 5*). See 
the fituation in D’Anville (EEuplirate et le Tigre, p.53, 54, 55*), though 
he feems to double the interval between Dara and Nifibis. 
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the befieged. The inner wall was a monument 
of ftrengtb and beauty : it meafured fixty feet 
from the ground, and the height of the towers 
was one hundred feet; the loop-holes, from 
whence aii enemy might be annoyed with miffile 
weapons, were fraall, but numerous : the foldiers 
were planted along the rampart, under the 
Ihelter of double galleries, and a third platform, 
Ipacious and feeure, was raifed on the fummit 
of the towers. The exterior wall appears to 
have been left lofty, but more folid ; and each 
tower was protected by a quadrangular bulwark. 
A hard rocky foil refilled the tools of the miners, 
and on the fouth-eaft, where the ground was more 
tradlable, their approach was retarded by a new 
work, which advanced in the lhape of an half- 
moon. The double and treble ditches were 
filled with a ftream of water ; and in the manage- 
ment of the river, the moll Ikilful labour was 
employed to fupply the inhabitants, to diftreft 
the befiegers, and to prevent the mifchiefs of a 
natural or artificial inundation. Dara continued 
more than fixty years to fulfil the wilhes of its 
founders, and to pi’ovoke the jealoufy of the 
Perfians, who incefiTantly complained, that this 
impregnable fortrefs had been conftrudled in 
manifeft violation of the treaty of peace between 
the two empires. 

Between the Euxine and the Cafpian, the 
countries of Colchos, Iberia, and Albania, are 
interfedled in every diredlion by the branches of 
Mount Caucafus; and the two principal or 
paffes, from north to fouth, have been frequently 

# con- 
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confounded in thegeography both of the ancients chap. 
and moderns. The name of Cafpim ot Albinian , , 

gates is properly applied to Derbend which 
occupies a ihort declivity between the mountains 
and the fea ; the city, if we give credit to local 
tradition, had been founded by the Greeks ; and 
this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Perfia, with a mole, double walls, and doors 
of iron. The Iberian gates’^’ are formed by 
a narrow paflage of fix miles in Mount Cau- 
cafus, which opens from the northern fide of 
Iberia or Georgia, into the plain that reaches to 
the Tanais and the Volga. A fortrefs, defigned 
by Alexander perhaps, or one of his fucceffors, 
to command that important pafs, had defcended 
by.right of conqueft or inheritance to a prince of 
the Huns, who offered it for a moderate price to 
the Emperor ; but while Anaftafius paufed, while 
he timoroufly computed the coft and the dif- 
tance, a more vigilant rival interpofed, and Ca- 
bades forcibly occupied the flreights of Caucafus. 

The Albinian and Iberian gates excluded the 
horfemen tjf Scythia from the fhortefl and moll 
pra6licable roads, and the whole front of the 
mountains was covered by the rampart of Gog 
and Magog, the long wall which has excited the 

For the city and pafs of Derbend, fee D’Herbelot Bibliot, Orient. 

(p. I? 7. 29 1. 807.), Petite de la Croix (Hift. de Gengifcan, 1 . iv. c.9.), 
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curiofity of an Arabian caliph and a Ruffian 
conqueror "*'. According to a recent defcrip- 
tion, huge ftones feven feet thick, twenty-one 
feet in length, or height, are artificially joined 
■without iron or cement, to compofe a wall, 
•which runs above three hundred miles from the 
fliores of Derbend, over the hills and through the 
vallies of Dagheftan and Georgia. Without a 
•Vifion, fuch a work might be undertaken by the 
policy of Cabades ; without a miracle, it might 
be accomplifiied by his fon, fo formidable to the 
Romans under the name of Chofroes ; fo dear to 
the Orientals, under the appellation of .Nulhir- 
yran. The Perfian monarch held in his hand 
the keys both of peace and war ; but he ftipu- 
lated, in every treaty, that Juftinian fliould con- 
tribute to the expence of a common barrier, 
■which equally protedled the two empires from 
the inroads of the Scythians '■’h 
VII. Juftinian fuppreffed the fchools of Athens 
and the confulfliip of Rome, which had given fo 
many fages and heroes to mankind. Both thefe 
inftitutions had long fince degenerated from their 

The imaginary rampart of Gog and Magog, which was ferioufly 
explored and believed by a caliph of the ixth century, appears to be 
derived from the gates of Mount Caiicafus, and a vague report of the 
Wall of China (Geograph. Nubienlis, p. 5t67 — 270. Memoires de FAca- 
demie, tom. xxxi. p. aio — 1^19.). 

’^ 5 * See a learned difiertation of Baier, de muro Caucafeo^ in Comment- 
Acad. Petropol. ann. 17316, tom. i. p. 4^5- — 463.; but it is deilituve of 
a map or plan. When the Czar Peter J. became maftcr of Derbend in 
the year 172^, the meafure of the wall was found to be 3^85 Ruffian 
or fathom, each of feven feet Englilh; in the whole fomewhat 
more than four miles in length. 

See the fortifications and treaties of Chofroes or NufhirvFan, in 
Procopius (Perfic. 1 . L c. 16. ax* h ii*) and D’Herbelot (p. 682*). 

primitive 
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primitive glory; yet fome reproach may be juftly C H A F. 
infli61:ed on the avarice and jealoufy of a prince, 
by whofe hand fuch venerable ruins were de- 
ftroyed. 

Athens, after her Perfian triumphs, adopted The 
the philofophy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily ; 
and thefe ftudies became the patrimony of a city 
whofe inhabitants, about thirty thoufand males, 
condenfed, within the period of a Angle life, the 
genius of age and millions. Our fenfe of the 
dignity of human nature is exalted by the Ample 
recolle6lion, that Ifocrates was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon ; that he affifted, perhaps 
with the hiftorian Thucydides, at the Arft repre- 
fentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides ; and that his pupils 
.iEfchines and Demofthenes contended for the 
crown of patriotifra in the prefence of AriAotle, 
the mafter of Theophraftus,whotaught at Athens 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 
fe6ls The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 

the beneAts of their domeftic education, which 
was communicated without envy to the rival 
cities. Two thoufand difciples heard the leAbns 
of Theophraftus ; the fchools of rhetoric muft 


The life of Ifocrates extends from Olymp. IxxxvL r. to cx. 3. 
(ante Clirift.436 — 338,). See Dionyf. Halicam. tom. ii. p. 149, 150^ 
edit. Hudfon. Plutarch (five anonymous), in Vit. X. Oratorem, p. 1538 
-^1543. edit. H. Steph. Phot. cod. celix. p. 1453. 

The fchools of Athens are copioufiy though concifely reprefented 
in the Fortuna Attica of Meurfius (c. viii. p. 59 — 73* in tom. i. 0 pp.). 
For the jfiate and arts of the city, fee the firft book of Paufanias, and 
a fmall trad! of Dicsearchus (in the fecond volume of Hudfon’s Geogra- 
phers), who wrote about Olymp. cxvii. DodwelFs Diflertat. fed. 4.}. 

Diogen. Laert. de. Vit* Philofoph. 1 . v. fegm. 37* p* %dg, 

have 


144 

G H A P. 
XL. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

have been Hill more populous than thofe of philo-j 
fophy ; and a rapid fucceffion of ftudents diffufed 
the fame of their teachers as far as the utmoft 
limits of the Grecian language and name. Thofe 
limits were enlarged by the victories of Alex- 
ander ; the arts of xithens furvived her freedom 
and dominion; and the Greek colonies which the 
Macedonians planted in Egypt, and fcattered 
over Afia, undertook long and frequent pilgrim- 
ages to worfhip the Mufes in their favourite 
temple on thebanks of the Iliffus. The Latin con- 
querors relpedtfully liflened to the inflru6lions 
of their fubjefts and captives ; the names of 
Cicero and Horace were enrolled in the fchools 
of Athens ; and after the perfe6l fettlement of 
the Roman empire, the natives of Italy, of Af- 
rica, and of Britain, converfed in the groves of 
the academy with their fellow-ftudents of the 
Eaft. The fludies of philofophy and eloquence 
are congenial to a popular ftate, which encou- 
rages the freedom of inquiry, and fubmits only 
to the force of perfuafion. In the republics of 
Greece and Rome, the art of fpeaking was the 
powerful engine of patriotifm or ambition ; and 
the fchools of rhetoric poured forth a colony of 
llatefmen and legiflators. When the liberty 
of public debate was fuppi'elfed, the orator, in 
the honourable profellion of an advocate, might 
plead the caufe of innocence and juftice ; he 
might abufe his talents in the more profitable 
trade of panegyric ; and the fame precepts 
continued to dictate the fanciful declamations 
of the fophift, and the chafter beauties of hif- 
lo torical 
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torical Gompofition. The fyftems which pro- chap. 
felTed to unfold the nature of God, of man, and , 

of the univerfe, entertained the curiofity of the 
philofophic Undent; and according to the tem- 
per of his mind, he might doubt with the fcep- 
tics, or decide with the floics, fublimely fpeculate 
with Plato, or feverely argue with Ariftotle. The 
pride of the adverfe fedts had fixed an unat- 
tainable term of moral happinefs and perfedlion : 
but the race was glorious and falutary ; the dif- 
ciples of Zeno, and even thofe of Epicurus, were 
taught both to adfc and to fuffer ; and tlie death of 
Petronius was not lefs efiFedtual than that of Se- 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the difcovery of his 
impotence. The light of fcience could not in- 
deed be confined within the wmlls of Athens. 

Her incomparable writers addi'efs themfelves to 
the human race ; the living mailers emigrated to 
Italy and Alia ; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the lludy of the law; aftronomy and 
phylicwerecultivatedinthemufaeumofAlex- 
andria;buttheAtticfchoolsofrhetoricandphi- 
lofophy maintained their fuperior reputation from 
the Peloponnelian war to the reign of Jullinian. 

Athens, though fituate in a barren, foil, poflefled 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That facred retirement w'as fel- 
dom dillurbed by the bufinefs of trade or go- 
vernment; and the laH of the Athenians were 
dillinguilhed by their lively wit, the purity of 
their talle and language, their focial manners, 
and fome traces, at leaft in difcourfe, of the mag- 
nanimity of their fathers.- In the fuburhs of the 
VOL. VII. L city, 

1 
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city, the academy of the Platonifts, daelyccsum of 
the Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics, and 
the garden of the Epicureans, were planted with 
trees and decorated with flatues : and the philo- 
fophers, inftead of being immured in a cloifter, 
delivered their inftru6tions in fpacious and 
pleafant walks, which, at different hours, were 
confecrated to the exercifes of the mind and 
body. The genius of the founders Ml lived in 
thofe venerable feats; the ambition of fucceeding 
to the mailers of human reafon, excited a gene- 
rous emulation ; and the merit of the candidates 
was determined, on each vacancy, by the free 
voices of an enlightened people. The Athenian 
profeffors were paid by their difciples : according 
to their mutual wants and abilities, the price 
appears to have varied from a mina to a talent ; 
and Ifocrates himfelf, who derides the avarice of 
the fophifts, required in his fchool of rhetoric, 
about thirty pounds from each of his hundred 
pupils. The wages of induflry are juft and 
honourable, yet the fame Ifocrates fhed tears at 
the firft receipt of a ftipend ; the Stoic might 
blufh when he was hired to preach the contempt 
of money; and I fiiould be forry to difcover, 
that Ariftotle or Plato fo far degenerated from 
the example of Socrates, as to exchange know- 
ledge for gold. But fome property of lands and 
houfes was fettled by the permilfion of the laws, 
and the legacies of deceafed friends, on the phi- 
lofophic chairs of Athens. Epicurus bequeathed 
to his difciples the gardens which he had pur- 
chafed for eighty minse or two hundred and fifty 

pounds. 
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pounds, with a fund fufficient for their frugal chap. 
fubfiftence’ and monthly feftivals’'*®; and the pa- 
triinony of Plato afforded an annual rent, which, 
in eight centuries, was gradually increafed from 
three to one thoufand pieces of gold'*’’. The 
fchools of Athens were protected by the •wdfeft 
and moll virtuous of the Roman princes. The 
library which Hadrian founded, was placed in a 
portico adorned with pifilures, ftatues, and a roof 
of alabafter, and fupported by one hundred co- 
lumns of Phrygian marble. Tlie public Hilaries 
were afligned by the generous fpirit of the An- 
tonines; and each profeffor, of politics, of rhe- 
toric, of the Platonic, tlie Peripatetic, the Stoic, 
and the Epicurean philofophy, received an an- 
nual ftipend of ten thoufand drachmae, or more 
than three hundred pounds flerling After 
the death of Marcus, thefe liberal donations, and 
the privileges attacheji to the thrones of fcience, 
were abolilhed and revived, dirainillied and en- 
larged : but forae veil ige of royal bounty may be 
found under the fucceffors of Conftantine ; and 
their arbitrary choice of an unworthy candidate 
might tempt the philofophers of Athens to re- 


See tlie teftament of Epicurus in Diogen, Laert. 1 . x.fegm. i6 — 
ao. p* 6iij 6ia* A fingle epUtle (ad Familiaries, xiii. i.) difplays the in- 
juftice of the Areopagus, the fidelity of the Epicureans, the dextrous po- 
iitenefs of Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and efteem with which 
the Roman fenators confidered the philofophy and philofophers of Greece. 

Damafcius, in Vit. Ifidor. apud Fhotium, cod. ccxlii. p. 1054. 

See Lucian (in Eunech. tom. ii. p- 350—359. edit. Reitz), Fhilo- 
Ifratus (in Vit Sophift. 1 . ii. c. a.), and Dion Gaffius, or Xiphilin (Llxxi. 
p. 1195 ,). with their edlt^m Du Soul, Olearius, and Relmar, and, above 
all, Salmafius (ad Hift. Augufi. p. 72.)- A judicious philofopher (Smith's 
Wealth of Nations, VoL ii. p.340 — 374*) prefers the free contribution 
of the fiudents to a fixed fiipend for tlie profeflbr* 

3L 2 gret 
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gret the days of independence and poverty''*’. 
It is remarkable, that the impartial favour of the 
Antonines was beltowed on the four adverfe 
fe6ls of philofophy, which they confidered as 
equally ufeful or at leaft as equally innocent. 
Socrates had formerly been the glory and the 
reproach of his country ; and the firft leflbns of 
Epicurus fo llrangely fcandalized the pious ears 
of the Athenians, that by his exile, and that of 
his antagonifts, they filenced all vain difputes 
concerning the nature of the gods.] But in the 
enfuing year they recalled the hafty decree, re- 
flored the liberty of the fchools, and were con'* 
vinced, by the experience of ages, that the mo- 
ral chara6ler of philofophers is not affe6ted by 
the diverfityoftheir theological fpeculations'^°. 

The Gothic arms were lefs fatal to the fchools of 
Athens than the eflablilhment of a new religion, 
whofe minifters fuperfeded the exercife of reafon, 
relblved every queftion by an article of faith, and 
condemnedtheinfidel or fceptic to eternal flames. 
In many a volume of laborious controverfy, they 
expofed the weaknefs of the underftanding and 
the corruption of the heart, infilled human na- 
ture in the fages of antiquity, and profcrib'ed the 
fpirit of philofophical inquiry, fo repugnant to the 

Brncker, Hill. Crk. Philofopb. tom. ii. p. 31O) See. 

The birth of Epicurus is fixed to the year 34:^ before Chrlfl 
(Bayle.), Olympiad cix. 3.; and he opened his fchool at Athens, Olymp* 
cxviii. 3. 306 years before the fame sera. This intolerent law (Athe- 
nseus, 1 . xiii. p. 6io. Diogen. Laertius, l.v. f, 38. p.-290. Julius Pol- 
lux, ix.,5, was enaded in the fame, 01: the fucceeding year (Sigonius, 
Opp. tom. V. p. 6s. Meaagius, ad Diogen. Laert. p. 204. Corfmi 
Falli Attici, tom. iv. p. 67, 68.). Theophradus, shief of the Peripa- 
tetics, and difciple of AriHotle, was involved in the faoae exile. 
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doctrine, or at lead to the temper, of an humble c H A F. 
believer. The fumving fe6t of the Platonifts, . 

whom Plato would have blulhed to acknowledge, 
extravagantly mingled a fubliine theory with the 
pra6lice of fuperftition and magic ; and as they 
remained alone in the midll of a Chrillian world, 
they indulged a fecret rancour againft the go- 
vernment of the church and date ; whofe feverity 
was ftill fufpended over their heads. About a 
century after the reign of Julian Procius '®* Produs. 
was permitted to teach in the philofophic chair 
of the academy, and fuch W'as his induftry that 
he frequently, in the fame day, pronounced five 
leffons, and compofed feven hundred lines. His 
fugacious mind explored the deepell queftions of 
morals and raetaphyfics, and he ventured to u rge 
eighteen arguments againfl the Chriftian doc- 
trine of the creation of the world. But in the 


intervals of ftudy, he perfonaUy com&vkA with 
Pan, JEfculapius, and Minerva, in whole myf- 
teries he was fecretly initiated, and whofe prod 
trate flatues he adored ; in the devout perfuafion 
that the philofopher, who is a citizen of the uni- 
verfe, flrould be the prieft of its various deities. 
An eclipfe of the fun announced his approaching 
end ; and his life, with that of his fcholar Ifi- 


This is no fanciful lera: the Pagans reckoned their calamities from 
the reign of their hero. Proclus, whofe nativity is marked by his hora* 
fcope (A. B. 4i:jj February 8, at C. P.), died 1x4 years e&Tro laXtayy 
A. D. 4^5* (Marin, in Vita Procli, c. 36.). 

The life of Proclus, by Marinus, was publifhed by Fabricius 
(Hamburgh, 1700, et ad calcem Bibliot. Latin. Lond. 1703). See Sui- 
das (tom. iii. p. 185, 186.). Fabricius (Bibliot. Grsec. 1 , v, c. 
p. 449 — $$%•)% and Brucker (Hift. Crit. Philofoph. tom. ii. p. 319 — 
346.). ' > 
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CHAP, dore compiled by two of their moll learned 
. . difciples, exhibits a deplorable pi6lure of the 

His fuc- fecond childhood of human reafon. Yet the 
a!d?’ golden chain, as it was fondly ftyled, of the 
485 — ^5*9. Platonic fucceffion, continued foi'ty-four years 
from the death of Proclus to the edi6l of Juf- 
tinian which impofed a perpetual filence on 
■the fchools of Athens, and excited the grief 
and indignation of the few remaining votaries 
of Grecian fcience and fuperftition. Seven 
friends and philofophers, Diogenes and Her- 
mias, Eulalius and Prifcian, Damafcius, Ifidore, 
and Simplicius, who diffented from the religion 
of their fovereign, embraced the refolution of 
fceking in a foreign land the freedom which was 
denied in their native country. They had heard, 
and they creduloully believed, that the republic 
of Plato was realized in the defpotic government 
of Perfia, and that a patriot king reigned over 
the happieft and moll virtuous of nations. They 
were foon aftonilhed by the natural difcovery, 
that Perfia refembled the other countries of the 
globe ; that Chofroes, who alfedted the name of 
a philofopher, was vain, cruel, and ambitious ; 
that bigotry, and a fpirit of intolerance, prevailed 
among the Magi ; that the nobles were haughty, 
the courtiers ferviie, and the magillrates unjuft ; 
that the guilty fometimes efcaped, and that the 

The life of Ifidore was compofed by Damafcius (apud Photium, 
cod. ccxlii. p. ioa8 — 1076*). See the laft age of the Pagan philofo- 
phers in Brucker (tom. ii. p. 341 — 351.)* 

The fupprelHon of the fchools of Athens is recorded by John Ma- 
lala (tom. ii. p. 187. fur Decio Cof. Sol), and an anonymous Chronicle 
in the Vatican library (apud Aleman, p. 106.)- 
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innocent were often oppreffed. The difappoint- CHAP, 
ment of the philofophers provoked them to over- 
look the real virtues of the Perfians; and they 
were fcandalized, more deeply perhaps than be- 
came their profeffion, with the plurality of wives 
and concubines, the inceftuous marriages, and 
the cuftora of expofing dead bodies to the dogs 

and vultures, inftead of hiding them in the earth, 

or confuining them with fire. Their repentance 
was expreffed by a precipitate return, and they 
loudly declared that they had ratlier die on the 
borders of the empire, than enjoy the wealth and 
favour of the Barbarian. From this journey, 
however, they derived a benefit which reflefts 
the pureft luflre on the character of Chofroes. 

He required, that the feven fages who had vifited 
the court of Perfia, fliould be exempted from the 
penal laws which Juftinian enabled againft his 
Pagan fubje6ls ; and this privilege, exprefsly 
ftipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by 
the vigilance of a powerful mediator's*. Sim- The M of 
plicius and his companions, ended their lives in 
peace and obfcurity ; and as they left no difci- 
ples, they terminate the long lift of Grecian 
philofophers, who may be juftly praifed, notwith- 
ftanding their defedls, as the wifeft and moft vir- 
tuous of their contemporaries. The writings of 
Simplicius are now extant. His phyfical and 
metaphyfical commentaries on Ariftotle have 

AgatMus (1. li, p. 69, 70, 7 1.) relates this curious flory* Chofroes 
afcended the throne in the year 531, and made his firft peace with the 
Romans in the beginning of 533, a date moft compatible with his 
young fame and the old age of Ifidore (Aifeman. Bibliot. Orient 
tom. iii. p. 404* 3Pagi, tom. ii* p- 543* 

h 4 ° paffed 
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paffed away with the faftiion of the times ; but 
his moral interpretation of Epiftetus is preferved 
in the library of nations, as a claflic book, moft 
excellently adapted to direct the will, to purify 
the heart, and to confirm the underftanding, by 
a juft confidence in the nature both of God and 
man. 

About the fame time that Pythagoras firft in- 
vented the appellation of philofopher, liberty 
and the confullhip were founded at Rome by 
the elder Brutus. The revolutions of the con- 
fular office, which may be viewed in the fuccef- 
five lights of a fubftance, a lhadow, and a name, 
have been occafionally mentioned in the prefent 
hiftory. The firft magiftrates of the republic had 
' been chofen by the people, to exercife, in the 
fenate and in the camp, the powers of peace and 
war, which were afterwards tranflated to the em- 
perors. But the tradition of ancient dignity was 
long revered by the Romans and Barbarians. A 
Gothic hiftorian applauds the confullhip of Theo- 
doric as the height of all temporal glory and 
greatnefs‘5®-, the King of Italy himfelf congratu- 
lates thofe annual favourites of fortune, who, 
without the cares, enjoyed the Iplendour of the 
throne ; and at the end of a thoufand years, 
two confuls were created by the fovereigns of 
Rome and Conftantinople, for the foie purpofe 
of giving a date to the year, and a feftival to 
the people. But the expences of this feftival, 
in which the wealthy and the vain alpired to fur- 

Cafiidor. Variarum Epljft. vL i. Jornandesj c, 5^* p. 696. edit. 
Grot, Quod fummum bonum primunKjue in mundo decus edicitur* 
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pafs their predeceffors, infenfibly arofe to the chap. 
enormous fum of fourfcore thoufand pounds -, — 

the wifeft fenators declined an ufelefs honour, '“■'“v— ' 
which involved the certain ruin of their families ; 
and to this reluctance I Ihould impute the fre- 
quent chafms in the lall age, of the confular 
Fq^L The predeceffors of Juftinian had aflilled 
from the public treafures the dignity of the lefs 
opulent candidates ; the avarice ©f that prince 
preferred the cheaper and more convenient 
method of advice and regulation A Seven jpro- 
cejfions or fpeCtacles were the number to which 
his edict confined the horfe and chariot races, 
the athletic fports, the mufic, and pantomimes 
of the theatre, and the hunting of wild beafts ; 
and fmall pieces of filver were difcreetly fub- 
llituted to the gold medals, which had always 
excited tumult and drunkennefs, when they were 
fcattered with a profufe hand dmong the popu- 
lace. Nothwithflanding thefe prerautions, and 
his own example, the fucceflion m confuls finally 
ceafed in the thirteenth year of Juftinian, whofe 
delpotic temper might be gratified by the filent 
extinction of a title wdiich admoniflied the 
Romans of their ancient freedom Yet the 
annual confullhip ftill lived in the minds of the 
people ; they fondly expeCted its *fpeedy re- 
ftorationj they Tapplauded the gracious conde- 

See the regulations of Juftinian (Novell. cv.)j dated at Conftanti-, 
nople, July 5, and addrelTed to Strategius> treafurer of the empire# 

Procopiusj in Anecdot. c. a6. Aleman, p. 106. In the xviiith year 
after the confullhip , of Bafilius, according to the reckoning of Marcelli*. 
nus, Vi<ftor, Marius, &c. the fecret hiftory was compofed, and, in the 
eyes of Procopius, the confullhip was ftnally aboUlhed. 
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fceiifion of fucceffive princes, by whom it was 
affumed in the firft year of their reign ; and 
three centuries elapfed, after the death 
nian, before that obfolete dignity, which ha 
been fuppreffed by cudom, could be aboliflmd 
by law The imperfedt mode of didinginlhing 
each year by the name of a magiftrate, was 
ufually fupplied by the date of a permanent 
£era : the creation of the world, according to 
the feptuagint verfion, was adopted by the 
Greeks ; and the Latins, lince^ the age oi 
Charlemagne, have computed their time from 
the birth of Chrift ’"h 

«S5 Bv Leo’tie phUofopher (Novell, xciv. A. D. *86— 9ii-> See 

Paei (Differtaf. Hypatica, p- 3^5 — 361.) and Ducange ( os. rsec. 
p 1636.). Even the title was vilified; confulatus codicilh 

f Spntpmber, <; to8 years, three months, and twenty-five days befoie the 
n^^iftYfee Pezron, AntiqOit^ des Terns defendUe, p. ao— a8.); 
tbt ShK^ufed by the Greeks, the Oriental Chriftians, and 
m”, “ iu .li .( ,.rM. k.-v» 

arbitrary, is clear and convenient. 0£ the 7296 years which are fup- 
arbima^, s c „eation, we lhall find 3000 of ignorance and 

pofed to el p fetulous or doubtful; 1000 of ancient hiftory, 

• 1000 from the fall of the Roman empire m the weft to the dil - 

cover, rfAnw^: sndthe remeiniog ejS^Katooftcom^^th^ 

m teraof theworldhasprevailedintheEaftfincethe VIA 

r •i/’A n /tSil In the Weft AeChriftianffira was firft invented 

m the vitH ceniu y t' r 

^"fegal Srpopdar; See I’Art de verifier les Dates, Diflert. Preli- 
minairefp. iii. zdi-^ Diaioiiaire Diplomatique, tom. i. p. 3*9— 337- • 
reworks of a laborious fociety of Benediaine monks. 
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CHAP.XLI. 

Conquejls of Jiijiinian in the Weft. — Char after 
and frjl Carmpaigm of Belifarhis. — He iti- 
mdes and fubdties the Vandal Kmgdo7n of 
Africa. — His Triumph. — The Gothic War. 

— He recovers Sicilij, Naples, and lioteie . — 

Siege of Rome hy the Goths.— - Their Retreat ' 

■ and Lojfes. — Surrender of Bavetina.— -Glory 
of Bell farms. — His do^nefic Shame and Mf- 
for limes. 

HEN Juflinian afeended the throne, about CHAP, 
fifty years after the fall of the Wellern , 
empire, the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals juftinian 
had obtained a folid, and as it might feein, o 
legal eftablilhment both in Europe and Africa. Africa, 
The titles which Homan vilSory had inferibed, ■^•0.533. 
were erazed with equal juftice by the fword of the 
Barbarians ; and their fuccefsful rapine derived a 
more venerable fandlion from time, from treaties, 
and from the oaths of fidelity, already I’epeated 
by a fecond or third generation of obedient fub- 
jedts. Experience and Chriftianity had refuted 
the fuperftitious hope, that Rome Was founded 
by the gods to reign for ever over the nations of 
the earth. But the proud claim of perpetual 
and indefeafible dominion, which her foldiers 
could no longer maintain, was firmly afferted by 
her ftatefraen and lawyers, whbfe opinions have 
been fometimes revived and propagated in the 

modern 
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modern fchools of jurifprudence. After Rome 
herfelf had been dripped of the Imperial purple, 
the princes of Conftantinople affumed the foie 
and facred fceptre of the monarchy ; demanded, 
as their rightful inheritance, the provinces which 
had been fubdued by the confuls, or poifeffed 
by the Csefars ; and feebly afpired to deliver 
their faithful fubjefts of the Weft from the 
ufurpation of heretics and barbarians. The 
execution of this fplen did defign was in fome 
degree referved for Juftinian. During the five 
firft years of his reign, he reludlantly waged a 
coftly and unprofitable war againft the Perfians ; 
till his pride fubmitted to his ambition, and he 
purchafed, at the |)rice of four hundred and, 
forty thoufand pounds fterling, the benefit of a 
precarious truce, which, in the language of both 
nations, was dignified with the appellation of the 
endlefs peace. The fafety of the Eaft enabled the 
Emperor to employ his forces againft the Van- 
dals ; and the internal ftate of Africa afforded an 
honourable motive, and promifed a powerful fup- 
port, to the Roman arms 

According to the teftament of the founder, the 
African kingdom had lineally defeended to Hil- 
deric the eldeft of the Vandal princes. A mild 
difpofition inclined the fon of a tyrant, the grand- 

* The complete feries of the Vandal war is related by Procopius in 
a regular and elegant narrative (1. i. c. 9 — 25. 1. ii. c. i — 13.); and hap- 
py would be my lot, could I always tread in the footfteps of fuch a 
guide* From the entire and diligent perufal of the Greek text, I have a, 
right to pronounce that the Latin and French verfions of Grotius and 
Coufin may not be implicitly trufted ; yet the prefident Coufin has been 
often praifed, and Hugo Grotius was the firft fchoiar of a learned age. 

fon 
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fon of a conqueror, to prefer the cqunfels of cle- 
mency and peace ; and his acceflion was marked 
by the falutary edi6l, which reftored two hun- 
dred bithops to their churches, and allow'ed the 
fi’ee profeffion of the Athaiiafian creed'*. But 
the Catholics accepted, with cold and tranfient 
gratitude, a favour fo inadequate to their preten- 
fions, and the virtues of Hilderic offended the 
prejudices of his countrymen. The Arian clergy 
prefumed to infinuate that he had renounced the 
faith, and the foidiers more loudly complained 
that he had degenerated from the courage, of his 
anceftors. , His ambafladors were fufpe6led of a 
fecret and difgraceful negociation in the Byzan- 
tine court ; and his general the Achilles % as he 
was named, of the Vandals, loll a battle againft 
the naked and diforderly Moors. The public 
difcontent was exafperated by Gelimer, whofe 
age, defcent, and military fame gave him an ap- 
parent title to the fucceliioii : he affumed, with 
the confent of the nation, the reins of govern- 
ment; and his unfortunate fovereign funk with- 
out a llruggle from the throne to a dungeon, 
where he was ftridlly guarded with a faithful 


. =* See Rumart, Hift Perfeciit. Vandal, c. xii. 5S9. His bell evidence 

is drawn from the life of St. Fulgentius, compofed by one of Ms difcl- 
ples, tranfcribed in a great meafure in the annals of Baronins, and 
printed in feveral gi'eat colledtions (Catalog. Bibliot. Bunavisense, toin.i. 
voi.iif p. I'a58.).' 

3 For what quality of the mind or body? For fpeed or beauty, or 
:Valour?"^Inwhat language did the Vandals readHomer? — Did he fpeak 
German ?— The Latins had four verfions (Fabric, tom. i. I ii. c. 3. 
p. ^97.); yet in fpite of the praifes of Seneca (ConfoL c. a6.), they 
appear to have been more fuccefsful in imitating than in tranflating 
the Greek poets. But the name of Achilles might be famous and popu- 
lar, even among the illiterate Barbarians. 

coun- 
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counfellorj and his unpopular nephew the Achil- 
les of the Vandals. But the indulgence which 
Hilderic had Ihewn to his Catholic fubjeas had 
powerfully recommended him to thfe fiivour of 
Juftinian who, for the benefit of his own fea, 
could acknowledge the ufe and juflice of leh- 
mom toleration: their alliance, while the nephew 
of Jullin remained in a private llation, was ce- 
mented by the mutual exchange of gifts and 
letters; and the Emperor Juftinian afferted the 
cavfte royalty and friendfhip. In two fuc- 
ceffive embaffies, he adraoniftied the ufurper to 
repent of his treafon, or to abftain, at leaft, from 
any further yiolence, which might provoke the 
difpleaftire of God and of the Eomans ; to re- 
verence the laws of kindred and fucceffion, and 
to fuffer an infirm old man peaceably to end his 
days, either on the throne of Carthage, or in 
the palace of Conftantinople. The paflions or 
even the prudence of Gelimer compelled him 
to rejea thefe requefts, which were urged in 
the haughty tone of menace and command ; and 
he juftified his ambition in a language rarely 
fpoken in the Byzantine court, by alleging the 
right of a free people to remove or punifh their 
chief magiftrate, who had failed in the execution 
of the kingly office. After this fruitlefs expoftu- 
lation, the captive monarch was more rigoroully 
treated, his nephew was deprived of his eyes, 
and the cruel Vandal, confident in his ftrength 
and diftance, derided the vain threats and flow- 
preparations of the Emperor of the Eaft. Jufti- 
nian refolved to deliver or revenge his friend, 

Gelimer 
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Gelimer to maintain his ufurpation ; and the war C H A P. 
was preceded, according to the praftice of civi- , ^ 

lized nations, l?y the moft folemn proteftations 
that each party was fincerely defirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only Debates 
to the vain and idle populace of Conllantinople, 
whofe poverty exempted them from tribute, and war. 
whofe cowardice was feldom expofed to military 
fervice. But the wifer citizens, who judged of 
the future by the paft, revolved in their memory 
the immenfe lofs, both of men and money, which 
the empire had fuftained in the expedition of 
Bafilifcus. The troops, which after five labori- 
ous campaigns, had been recalled from the Per- 
lian frontier, dreaded the fea, the climate, and 
the arras of an unknown enemy. The minifters 
of the finances computed, as far as they might 
compute, the demands of an African war; the 
taxes which muft,be found and levied to fupply 
thofe infatiate demands ; and the danger, left 
their own lives, or at leatt their lucrative employ- 
ments, fliould be made refponfible for the defi- 
ciency of“ the fupply. Inlpired by fuch felfifli 
motives (for we may not fufpedt him of any zeal 
for the public good), John of Cappadocia ven- 
tured to oppofe in full council the inclinations 
of his matter. He confeflTed, that a victory of 
fuch importance could not be too dearly pur- 
chafed ; but he reprefented in a grave difcourfe 
the certain difiiculties and the uncertain event. 

“ You undertake,” faid the praefefil, “ to be- 
fiege Carthage by land, the dittance is not left 
than one hundred and forty days journey ; on 

“ the 
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« the fea, a whole yeat ^ muft elapfe before you 
“ can receive any intelligence from your ee • 

« If Africa Ihould be reduced, it cannoL be 

« preferved without the additional conquefl of 

« Sicily and Italy. Succefs will 
« obligation of new labours; a Angle misfortune 
« will attraa the Barbarians into the ^ewt ®f 
« your exhaufted empire.” Juftinian felt the 
weight of this falutary advice ; he was con- 
founded by the unwonted fi'eedom of an obfe- 
quious feiwLt; and the defign of the war would 
perhaps have been relinquiflied, ^ ^ 

Ld not been revived by a voice which file^^^^ 

the doubts of profane reafon. “ I have feen 
« vifion,” cried an artful or fanatic bifhop of the 
Eafl “ It is the will of heaven, O Emperor . 

« that you fhould not abandon your holy enter- 
« prife for the deliverance of the African church. 

“ The God of battles will march before your 
ftandard, and difperfe your enemies, who are 

« the enemies of his Son.” The Emperor might 

be tempted, and his counfellors were conftrained, 
to give credit to this feafonable revelation: but 
they'^erived more rational hope from the revolt, 
which the adherents of Hilderic or Athan^us 
had already excited on the borders of the yan- 
dal monarchy. Pudentius, an African fubjea, 
had-privately fignifiedhis loyal intentions, and 
a' finall military aid reftored the province of 

4 ^ «ar-abfurd exaggeration! The conqueft of Aftica may be 
dated/ D. 53?. September 14- Itiscelebratedby J^imanm Aepre- 
Sfto hi! Mtutes, which were publilhed November ai. of the to 
year. Including the voyage and. return, fuch a computation mig 
truly applied to our Iitdian empire* Trinoli 
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Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. The 
government of Sardinia had been entrufted to 
Godas, a valiant barbarian ; he fufpended the 
payment of tribute, difclaimed his allegiance 
to the ufurper, and gave audience to the emif- 
faries of Juftinian, who found him mailer of that 
fruitful ifland, at the head of his guards, and 
proudly invefled with the enfigns of royalty. 
The forces of the Vandals were diminiilred by 
difcord and fufpicion ; the Roman armies were 
animated by the fpirit of Belifarius j one of thofe 
heroic names which are familiar to every age and 
to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was born, and 
perhaps educated, among the Thracian peafants', 
without any of thofe advantages which had form- 
ed the virtues of the eider and the younger Sci- 
pio; a noble origin, liberal iludies, and the emu- 
lation of a free Hate. The lilence of a loquacious- 
fecretary may be admitted, to prove that the 
youth of Belifarius could not afford any fubjefil 
of praife : he ferved, moil affuredly with valour' 
and reputation, among the private guards of 
Juflinian ; and when his patron became Em- 
peror, the domeftic was promoted to military 
command. After a bold inroad into Perfar- 
menia, in which his glory was fliared by a col- 
league, and his progrefs was checked by 'an 

® ^ 0 BsXtiTcipt^ ex. Fspju-ayiai'j n ©paxuyTE i^£roc,^v 

KEircci (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c. ii.). Aleman (K 6 t. ad Anecdot. p. 5 .}, 
an Italian, could eafily rejedl the German vanity of Gipltanius and Vel* 
ferus, who wiftied to claim the hero; but his Gerltaia, a metropolis 
of Thrace, I cannot find in any civil or ecclefiaftical lifts of ..the pro- 
vinces and cities. 
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chap, enemy, Belifarius'rfipaired to the important fta- 
XLi. tion of Dara, where he firft accepted the fervice 

trX" of Procopius, the faithful corapamon, and dili- 
vices in the ggnt' hiftoriau oT his exploits". The Mirranes of 
Perfxan advaaced, with forty thoufand of her heft 

'"a.d. troops, to raze the fortifications of Dara v and 
5 * 9 — 53a- fieni^dthedayand the hour onwhich the citizens 
Ihould prepare a bath for his refrefliment after 
the toils of viaory. He encountered an adver- 
fary equal to himfelt; by the new title of General 
of the Eaft ; his fuperior in the fcience of war, 
buf much inferior in the number and quality of 
his troops, wfiich amounted only to twenty-five 
thoufand Eomans an d ftrangers, rekxed in their 
difcipline, and humbled by recent difafters. As 
the level plain of Data refufed all fhelter to ftra- 
tagem and ambufh, Belifaiius proteded his froift 
with a deep trench, which was prolonged at fiift 
4 n perpendicular, and afterwards in parallel hues, 
to cover the wings of cavalry advantageoufly 
pofted to command the flanks and rear of the 
enemy. When the Roman centre was fhaken, 
their well-timed and rapid charge decided the 
conflia ; the ftandard of Perfia fell •, the mmor- 
taU fled ; the infantry threw away their bucklers, 
and eight thoufand of the yanquilhed were left 
on the field of battle. In the next campaign, 
Syria was invaded on the fide of the defertj and 
Belifiirius, with twenty thoufand men, haftened 
from Dara to the relief of the province. During 
' the whole fummer, the dfefigns .of the enemy 

« The. two feft Periian campaigns of Belilarius are fairl^' aad co- 
ploufly related by his fecretary (Perfic. 1. x. c.ia— iS.t 
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were baffled by his ikilful difpofitions : he preffed C H A P.‘ 
their retrgat, occupied each night their camp of . , 

the preceding day, and wopld have fecured a 
bloodlefs victory, if he could have refifted the im- 
patience of his own ti’oops. Their valiant pro- 
inife was faintly fupported in the hour of battle j 
the right wing was expofed by the treacfiterous or 
cowardly defertion of the Chriftian Amhs ; the 
Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred wlfrriors, 
were opprefled by fuperior numbers ; the flight of 
the Ifaurians w'as intercepted ; but the Roman in- 
fantry ftood firm on the left, for BIlifarius him- 
felf, difmounting from his horfe, ihewed thein 
that intrepid defpair was their only fafety. They 
turned their backs to the Euphrates, and their 
faces to the enemy; innumerable arrows glanced 
without effect from the compact and flielving 
order of their bucklers ; an impenetrable line 
of pikes was oppofed to the repeated aflautts 
of the Perfian cavalry ; and after a reliftance 
of many hours, the remaining troops were Ikil- 
fully embarked under the lhadow of the night. 

The Perfian commander retired with diforder 
and difgrace, to anfwer a ftrifil account of the 
lives of fo many foldiers which he had confirmed 
in a barren vi^oiy. But the fame of Belifarius 
was not fullied by a defeat, in which alone he had 
faived his army from "the confequences of their 
own raftinefs: the approach of peace relieved him 
from the guard of the eallerh frontier, and hi^ 
condofit in the fedition of Gonftantinople amply 
difcharged hi^- obligations to the Emperor. 

When the African war became the topic ^f po- 
pular difcourfe and fecret deliberation, each of 

M2 the 
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the Eoman generals was apprelienfive, rather 
than ambitions, of the dangerous honour; but 
as foon as Juftinian had declared his preference 
of fuperior merit, their envy was rekindled by 
the unanimous applaufe which was given to the 
choice of Belifarius. The temper of the Byzan- 
tine court may encourage a fufpicion, that the 
hero was darkly affifted by the intrigues of his 
wife, the fair and fubtile Antonina, who alter- 
nately enjoyed the confidence, and incurred the 
hatred, of the Emprefs Theodora. The birth 
of Antonina was ignoble, fhe defcended from a 
family of charioteers ; and her chaflity has been 
flained with the fouleft. reproach. Yet fhe 
reigned witli long and abfolute power over the 
mind of her illuflrious hufband ; and if Anto- 
nina difdained the merit of conjugal fidelity, fhe 
expreffed a manly f riendfliip to Belifarius, whom 
fhe accompanied w'ith undaunted refolution in 
all the hardfhips and dangers of a military life L 
The preparations for the African war were not 
unworthy of the lafl contefl between Eome and 
Carthage. The pride and flower of the array con- 
fifted of the guards of Belifarius, who, according 
to the pernicious indulgenceof the times, devoted 
themfelves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
fervice of their patron . Their flrength andftature, 
for which they had been cfirioufly feledled, the 
goodnefs of their horfes and argiour, and the affi- 
duous praaice (ril’all the exerdifes of war, enabled 
themtoadt whatever their courage might prompt; 


0 


7 See the birth and charaaer of Anttmina, in the Anecdotes, c. 1. aad 
. notes of Alemannu^ p* - 
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and their courage was- exalted by the focial ho- c H A K 
nour of their rank, and the perfonal ambition of 
favour and fortune. Four hundred of the bi’aveft 
of the Hei'uH marched under the banner of 
the faithful and adlive Pharas ; their yntradtable 
valour was more highly prized than the tame fup- 
miffion of the Greeks and Syrians ; and of fuch 
importance was it deemed to procure a reinforce- 
ment of fix hundred Mafiagetm, or Huns, that 
they were allured by fraud and deceit to engage 
in a naval expedition. Five thoufand horfe and 
ten thoufand foot were embarked at Contlanti- 
nople for the conqueft of Africa, but the infantry, 
for the moft part levied ifi Thrace and Ifaiiria, 
yielded to the more prevailing ufe and reputation 
of the cavalry ; and the Scythian bow was the 
weapon on which the armies of Rome were now 
reduced to place their principal dependence. 

From a laudable defire to aflert the dignity of 
his theme, Procopius defends the foldiers of his 
own time againft the morofe critics, who confined 
that refpeftable name to the heavy-armed war- 
riors of antiquity, and malicioufly obferved tliat 
the word archer is introduced by Homer® as a 
term of contempt. “ Such contempt might per- 
“ haps be due to the naked youths who appeared 
“ on foot in the fields of Troy, and, lurking be- 
hind a tomb-ftone, or the Ihield of a friend. 


* See tlie preface of Procopius. The enemies of archery might quote 
the reproaches of Diomede (Iliad? A. 385? &G.)^jand the permittere vul- 
nera ventis of Lucan (viii. 384.): yet the Romans could not defpife the 
arrows of the Parthians ; and in the fiege of Troy? Pandarus, Paris, and 
Teucer, pierced thofe haughty wamors who iniulted them as women 
or children. 
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thoufand foldiers and failors, of five tlioufand chap, 
horfes, of arms, engines, and military ftores, and 
of a fufiicient dock of water and provifions for a 
voyage, perhaps, of three months. The proud 
gallies, which in foriner ages fwept the Mediter- 
ranean with fo many hundred oars, had long 
fince difappeared j and the fleet of Juftinian was 
elcorted only by ninety-two light brigantines, 
covered from the miflile weapons of the enemy, 
and rowed by two thoufand of the brave and 
robuft youth of Conftantinople. Twen|y-two 
generals are named, moft of whom were after- 
wards diftinguiflied in the wars of Africa and' 

Italy : but the fupreme command, both by land 
and fea, was delegated to Belifarius alone, with 
a boundlefs power of adting according to his dif- 
cretion as if the Emperor himfelf were prefent. 

The feparation of the naval and military profel- 
fions is at once the eifedl and the caufe of the 
modern improvements in the fcience of naviga- 
tion and raaiitime war. 

In the* feventh year of the reign of Juftiniaa, Departure 
and about the time of the fumraer Iblllice, the 
whole fleet of fix hundred fliips was ranged in a.d. sn- 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. 

The patriarch pronounced his benedidtion, the 
Emperor fignified his laft commands, thegeneral’s 
trumpet gave the fignal of departure, and every 
heart, according to its fears or wilhes, explored 

an oration of Dinarchus (contra Demoftlieneixij in Heilke Orator. Orsec. * 

tom. iv. P. ii. p. 34.)* % reducing the number of fhips from 500 to 50, 

and tranfiatihg %ymines-i or pounds, QmM has generoufly 

allowed 500 tons- for the whole of the Imperial he neter 

think? 

with 
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with anxious curiofity the omens of misfortune 

and luccefs. The firft. halt was made at PerinthuS' 

or Heraclea, where Belifarius waited five days to 
receive fome Thracian horfes, a military gift of 
his fovereign. From thence the fleet purfued their 
courfe through the midfl of the Propontis; but as 
they flruggled to pafs the Streights of the Helle- 
fpont, an unfavourable wind detained them four 
days at Abydus, where the general exhibited a 

memorable leffon of firmnefs and feverity. Two 

of the Huns, who in a drunken quarrel had flam 
one of their fellow-foldiers, were inftantly Ihewn 
to the army fufpended on a lofty gibbet. The na- 
tional indignity was refented by their country- 
men, who difclaimed the fervile laws of the em- 
pire, rfnd aflerted the free privilege of Scythia, 
where a fmall fine was allowed to expiate the 
hafly rallies of intemperance and anger. Their 
Gomplaints were fpecious, their clamours were 
loud, and the Romans were not averfe to the 
example of diforder and impunity. But the 
rifing fedition was appeafed by the authority 
and eloquence of the general: and he repre- 
fented to the aflembled troops the obligation of 
3 uftice,the importance of difcipline, the rewards 
of piety and virtue, and the unpardonable guilt 
of murder, which, id his apprehenfion, was ag- 
gravated rather than excufed by the vice of 
intoxication". In the navigation from the 
Hellefpont to Peloponnefus, which the Greeks, 

” I have read of a Greek legiflator, who infliaed a double penalty on 
the crimes committed in a ftate of intoxication; but it feems agreed 
that this was rather a political than a moral law* 

T after 
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after the fiege of Troy had performed in four c H A P- 
days ’®, the fleet of Belifarius was guided in their , , 

courfebyhisinafl:.er-galley,conQ)icuousinthe day 
by the redhefs of the fails^and in the night by the 
torches blazing from the maft-head. It was the 
duty of the pilots, as they fleered between the 
iflands, and turned the capes of Malea and Taena- 
rium, to preferve the jufl order and regular inter- 
vals of fuch a multitude of Ihips ; as the wind 
.was fair and moderate, their labours were not 
unfuccefsful, and the troops were fafely dif- 
embarked at Methone on the Meflenian coaft, 
to repofe themfelves for a while after the fatigues 
• of the fea. In this place they experienced how 
avarice, invefted with authority, may fport with 
the lives of thoufands which are bravely expofed 
for the public fervice. According to military 
5 pradlice, the bread or bifcuit of the Homans 

was twice prepared in the oven, and a diminu- 
tion of one-fourth was cheerfully allowed for the 
lo%of weight. To gain this miferable profit, 
and to fave the expence of wood, the prsefedl , , 

John of Cappadocia had given orders that the 
flour Ihould be flightly baked by the fame fire 
’ which warmed the baths of Conftantinople : and 

when the facks were opened, a foft and mouldy 
i pafle was diftributed to the army. Such unwhole- 

fome food, aflifted by the heat of the climate 

Or even in three days, fince they anchored the firfl evening in the 
jieighbounng ifle of Tenedos: the fecond day they failed to Lefbos, the 
third to the promontory of Euboea, and on the fourth they reached Ar- 
gos (Homer, Odyfs T. 130 — 183. Wood^s Effay on Homer, p. 40 — 

46.). A pirate failed from the Heliefpont to the feaport at Sparta in 
three days (Xenophon, Hellen. L ii* c« 
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CHAP, and fealbn, foon produced an epidemical difeafe, 
which fwept away five hundred foldiers. Their 
health was reftoredby the diligence of Belifarius, 
who provided frefli bread at Methone, and 
boldly expreffed his juft and humane indigna- 
tion : the Emperor heard his complaint; the gene- 
ral was praifed; but the minifter was not pu- 
nifhed. From the port of Methone, the pilots 
fleered along the weftern coaft of Peloponnefus, 
as far as the ifle of Zacynthus or Zant, before . 
they undertook the voyage (in their eyes a moft 
arduous voyage) of one hundred leagues over 
the Ionian fea. As the fleet was furprifed by a 
calm, fixteen days were confumed in the flow 
navigation; and even the general would have 
fuffered thb intolerable hardfhip of thirft, if the 
ingenuity of Antonina had not preferved the 
water in glafs bottles, which flie buried deep in 
the fand in a part of the flfip impervious to the 
rays of the fun. At length the harbour of 
Caucana’% on the fouthern fide of Sicily, afforded 
a fecure and hofpitable fhelter. The Gothic 
officers who governed the ifland in the name of 
the daughter and gi-andfon of Theodoric obeyed 
their imprudent orders, to receive the troops of 

Juftinian like friends and allies; provifions were 

liberally fupplied, the cavalry was remounted^ 
and Procopius foon returned from Syracufe with 

« Caucana, near Camarina, is at leaft 50 miles (350 or 400 ftadia) 
from SrracufefClnver, Sicil a Antiqna, p. 191.)* . . , . 

■4 pJocopius, Gothic. 1 . L c. 3. Tibi toffithinmtum apta^quatogis 
equa, in the Sicilian paftures of Grofphus (Horat. Caim. u. x 6 .). Acra- 
ms .... magnanimUni quondam generator equomin (Vnp 
li. 704.). Thero's horfes, whofe -riaories are unmortahzed by Pmdar, 

we bred in this country. COrrea 
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correfil information of the ftate and defigus of th e chap. 
Vandals. His intelligence determined Belifarius 
to haften bis operations, and his wife impatience 
was feconded by the winds. The fleet loft light 
of Sicily, paffed before the ijfle of Malta, dif- 
covered the capes of Africa, ran along the coafl 
with a flrong gale from the north-eaft, and finally 
cad anchor at the promontory of Caput Vada, 
about five days journey to the fouth of Carthage ' h 
IfGelimer had been informed of the approach 
of the enemy, he muft have delayed the conquefi the coaft 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per- 
fon and kingdom. A detachment of five thou- tember. 
fand foldiers, and one hundred and twenty gallies, 
would have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals ; and the defcendant of Genferic might 
have furprifed and opprefled a fleet of deep-laden 
tranlports incapable of a^ition, and of light bri- 
gantines that feemed only qualified for flight. Be- 
lifarius had fecretly trembled when be overheard ‘ 
his foldiers, in the paflage, emboldening each 
other to confefs their apprehenfions : if they 
were once on fliore, they hoped to maintain the 
honour of their arms ; but if they Ihould be 
attacked at fea they did not blufli to acknowledge 
that they w'anted courage to contend at the fame 
time with the winds, the weaves, and the Bai‘- 
harians ■*. The knowledge of their fentiments 

Tlie Gaput vada of Procopius (where Juilmian aftei*wards founded 
a city—de Edific. 1 . vi. c. 6,) is the promontory of Ammon in Strabo, 
the Brachodes of Ptolemy, the Capaudia of the moderns, a long narrow 
ilip that runs into the fea (Shaw’s Travels, p. iii,). ■ 

A centurion of Mark Antony exprefTed, though in a more manly 
ftrain, the fame diflike to the fea and to naval combats (Ply tarch 4 n An- 
tonio, p. 1736. edit. Hen. Steph.)^ 

decided 
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CHAP, decided Belifarius to feize the firft opportunity of 
' landing them on the coaft of Africa ; and he 
prudently rejedted, in a council of war, the pro- 
pofal of failing with the fleet and army into the 
port of Carthage. Three months after their de- 
parture from Conftantinople, the men and horfes, 
the arms and military ftores, were fafely difera- 
barked, and five foldiers were left as a guard on 
board each of the fliips, which were difpofed in 
the form of a femicircle. The remainder of the 
troops occupied a camp on the fea-flrore, which 
they fortified, according to ancient difcipline, 
with a ditch and rampart; and the difcovery of 
a fource of frefli water, while it allayed the thirft, 
excited the fuperftitious confidence, of the Ro- 
mans. The next morning, fome of the neigh- 
bouring gardens were pillaged ; and Belifarius 
after chaftifingthe offenders, embraced the flight 
occafion, but the decifive moment, of inculcating 
the maxims of juftice, moderation, and genuine 
policy. “ When I firft accepted the commiflion 
‘‘ of fubduing Africa, I depended much lefs,” 
faid the general, “ on the numbers, or even the 
“ bravery, of my troops, than upon the friendly 
“ difpofition of the natives, and their immortal 
“ hatred to the Vandals. You alone can deprive 
“ me of this hope : if you continue to extort by 
“ rapine wliat might be purchafed for a little 
“ money, fuch adts of violence will reconcile 
“ thefe implacable enemies, and unite them in a 
“ juft and holy league againft the invaders of 
“ their count^\^” Thefe exhortations were en- 

■ ■ ^ - ... V. : •• 'V 

forced by a rigid difcipline, of which tlie foldiers 

them- 
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themfelves foon felt and praifed the falutary ef- CHAP, 
feffcs. Tbe inhabitants, inftead of deferting their ■ ■ i 

houfes, or hiding their corn, fupplied the Eo- 
nians with a fair and liberal market : the civil 
officers of the province continued to exercife 
their functions in the name of Juftinian ; and the 
clergy, from motives of confcience and intereft, 
affiduoufly laboured to promote the caufe of a 
Catholic Emperor. The fmall town of Sulle6le 
one day’s journey from the camp, had the honour, 
of being foremoft to open her gates, and to re- 
fume her ancient allegiance : the larger cities of 
Leptis and Adruraetum imitated the example of 
loyalty as foon as Belifarius appeared ; and he 
advanced w'ithout oppofition as far as Graffe, a 
palace of the Vandal kings, at the diftance of 
fifty miles from Gai'thage. The weary Romans 

1 indulged themfelves in the refrefhment of fhady 

groves, cool fountains, and delicious fruits ; and 
the preference which Procopius allows to thefe 
gardens over any that he had feen, either in the 
Eail or Weft, may be afcribed either to the tafte 
I or the fatigue of the hiftorian. In three genera- 

; tions prolperity and a warm climate had dilfolved 

the hardy virtue of the Vandals, who infenfibly 
became the moft luxurious of mankind. In their 
villas and gardens', which might deferve the Per- 

I 

Sulle<£le is perhaps theTurri Hannibalis, an old building, now as 
large as the Tower of London. The march of BeliCirius to Leptis, 

Adrumetum, &c. is illuftrated by the campaign of Csefar (Hirtius, de 
Bello Africano, with the Analyfe of Guichardt.)» and Shawls Travels 
(p. io5“— 113.) .in the fame country. 

fian 
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c H A P. fian name of paradife they enjoyed a cool and 

^ , elegant repofe ; and, after the daily ufe of the 

bath, the Barbarians Tvcre feated at a table pro- 
fufely fpread with the delicacies of the land and 
fea. " Their filken robes, loofely flowing after the 
fafhion of the Medes, were embroidered^ with 
gold : love and hunting were the labours of their 
life, and their vacant hour's were ainiifed by pan- 
tomimes, chariot-races, and the mufic and dances 
of the theatre. 

Defeats In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance 

the Van- Bgiifarius was conflantly awake and a6live 
firft battle, againft his unfeeji enemies, by ■whom in eveiy 
place, and at every hour, he might be fuddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, 
John the Armenian, led the vanguard of three 
hundred horfe ; fix hundred Maflagetm covered 
at a certain diftance the left flank ; and the whole 
fleet fleering along the coafl, feldoni loft fight 
of the army, which moved each day about twelve 
miles, and lodged in the evening in ftrong camps, 
or in friendly towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer 
' with anxiety and terror. He prudently wifhed to 
protraa the war till his brother, with his veteran 
troops, Ihould return from the conqueft of Sar- 
dinia ; and he now lamented the rafh policy of 
his anceftors, who, by deftroying the fortifica- 

- * nasaJsKros wtWus-o! m nfMS icr;xE». The par?difes, a 

' name and felhion adopted ftom Perfia, may be reprefented by the royal 

garden of lfpahatf(Voyage d’Olearius, p. 774.)- ^ See, in the Greek ro- 
malices, their moft perfedl model (Longus, Paftoral. 1 . ir- p. 99 lot* 
Achillus Tatius, 1 . L p. aa, asO- . . 

tions 
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tions of Africa, had left him only the dangerous chap. 
refource of rilking a battle in the neighbourhood , , 

of his capital. The Vandal conquerors, from 
their original number of fifty r thoufand, were 
multiplied, without including their women and 
children, to one hundred and lixty thoufand 
fighting men; and fuch forces, animated ^ith 
valour and union, might have crulhied, at their 
firft landing, the feeble and exhaufted bands of 
the Roman general. But the friends of the cap- 
tive king were more inclined to accept the invi- 
tations, than to refill the progrefs, of Belifarius ; 
and many a proud Barbarian difguifed his aver- 
fion to war under the more fpecious name of his 
hatred to the ufurper. Yet the authority and 
promifes of Gelimer colledled a formidable army, 
and his plans were concerted with fome degree 
of military Ikilh An ordef was difpatched to 
his brother Ammatas, to colleft all the forces of 
Carthage, and to encounter the van of the Ro- 
man army at the diftance of ten miles from the 
city ; his nephew Gibamund, with two thoufand 
horfe, was dellined to attack their left, when the 
monarch himfelf, who filently followed, Ihould 
charge their rear, in a fituation which excluded 
them from the aid or even the view of their fleet. 

But the ralhnefs of Ammatas was fatal to himfelf 
and his country. He anticipated the hour of at- 
tack, outflripped his tardy followers, and was 
pierced with a mortal wound, after he had flain 
with his own hand twelve of hist boldeft anta- 
gonifts. His Vandals fled to Carthage ; the 
highway, almoft. milSs, was ftrewed with 

dead 
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dead bodies j and it feenied incredible that fuch 
multitudes could be flaughtered by the fwords 
of three hundred Romans. The nephew of Ge- 
limer was defeated after a flight combat by the 
fix hundred Maffagetae : they did not equal the 
third part of his numbers : but each Scythian was 
fired by the example of his chief, who glorioufly 
exercifed the privilege of his family, by riding 
foremoft and alone to fhoot the firfl arrow againft 
the enemy. In the meanwhile, Gelimer himfelf, 
ignorant of the event, and mifguided by the 
windings of the hills, inadvertently pafl'ed the 
Roman- army, and reached the fcene of adtion 
where Ammatas hM fallen. He wept the fate 
of his brother and of Carthage, charged with 
irrefiftible fury the advancing fquadrons, and 
might have purfued, and perhaps decided the 
vi6lory, if he had not walled thofe ineftimable 
moments in the difcharge of a vain, though 
pious, duty to the dead. While his fpirit was 
broken by this mournful office, he heard the 
trumpet of Belifarius, who leaving Antonina 
and his infantry in the camp, prefled forwards 
with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry 
to rally his flying troops, and to reftore the for- 
tune of the day. Much room could not be found 
in this di&rderly battle for the talents of a ge- 
neral ; but the king fled before the hero ; and the 
Vandals, accuftomed only to a Moorifli enemy, 
were incapable of withftanding the arms and dif- 
cipline of the Romans. Gelimer, retired with 
bally lleps towards the defert of Numidia; but 
he had foon the confdlation of learning that his 

private 






private orders for the execution of Hilderic and CHAP, 
his Captive friends had been faithfully obeyed. , 

The tyrant’s revenge was ufeful only to his 
enemies. The death of a lawful, prince excited j 
the companion of his people ; his life might have 
perplexed the vi6lorious Romans ; an^ the lieu- 
tenant of Juftinian, by a crime of which he w^ 
innocent, was relieved faem the painful alterna- 
tive of forfeiting his honour or nelimpiiftiing his 
conquefts. 

As foon as th^ tumult had fublided, the feveral Reduc- 
parts of the army informed eacfi other of the 
accidents of the day ; and Belifarius pitched his A. D.533, 
camp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 
mile-flone from Carthage had applied the Latin 
appellation of decitnus. From a wife fufpicion of 
the flratagems and refources of the Vandals, he 
marched the nex^ay in ord^ of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and 
allowed a night Of repofe, that he might not, in 
darknefs and diforder, expofe the city to the li- 
cenfe of the foldiers, or the foldiers themfelves to 
the fecret ambufti of the city. But as the fears 
of Belifarius were the refult of calm and intrepid 
reafon, he was foon fatisfied that he might con- 
fide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly 
afpedl of the capital. Carthage blazed with in- 
numerable torches, the fignals of the public joy ; 
the chain was removed that guarded the^ntrance 
of the portj the gates were thrown open, and 
the people, with acclamations of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defeat 
of the Vandals, and the freedom of Africa, were 

VOL, VII. N announced 
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CHAP, announced to tl36 city on the eve of St. Cyprian, 

, . when tlie churches were already adorned and illu- 

minated for the feftival of the martyr, whom three 
centuries of fuperftition had almofl raifed to a 
local deity. The Arians, confcious that their 
reign had expired, refigned the temple to the 
Catholics, who refcued their faint from profane 
handl, performed the holy rights, and loudly pro- 
claimed tlje creed of Athanafius and Juftinian. 
One awful hour reverfed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. The fuppliant Vandals, who had 
fo lately indulged the vices of conquerors, fought 
an humble refuge in the fandluary of the church ; 
while the merch^ts of the Eaft were delivered 
• from the deeped dungeon of^the palace by their 
affrighted keeper, who impfored the protedlioil 
of his captives, and Ihewed them, through ah 
aperture in the wall, the fails of the Roman fleet. 
After their feparation from the army, the naval 
commanders had proceeded with flow caution 
along the coad, till they reached the Herrarean 
promontory, and obtained the fird intelligence 
of the vidtory of Belifariijs. Faithful to his in- 
ftrudtions, they would have cad anchor about 
twenty miles from Carthage, if the more Ikilful 
feamen had not reprefented the perils of the. 
fhore, and the figns of an impending temped. 
Still ignqj-ant of the revolution, they declined, 
however^ the rafli attempt of forcing the chain 
of the portj and the adjacent harbour and 
fuburb of Mandracium were infulted only by the 
rapine of a private officer who difobeyed and de- 
fei’ted his leaders. But the Imperial fleet, ad- 
■ ^ u: .vancing 
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vancing with a fair wind, fteered througli the chap. 
narrow entrance of the Goletta, and occupied . 

in the deep and capacious lake of Tunis a fecure 
ftation about five miles from the capital'®. Na 
fooner was Belifarius informed of their arrival, 
than he difpatched orders that the greateft part 
of the mariners Ihould be immei^iately landed 
to join the triumph, and to fwell thf^apparent 
numbers of the Eomans; B^ore J^e allowed 
them to enter the gates of Carthage, he exhorted 
them, in a difbourfe worthy of himfelf and the 
occafion, not to difgrace the glory of their arms ; • 
and to remember that the Vandals had been the 
tyrants, but that they were the deliverers of the 
Africans, who mull now be refpe6led as the vo- 
luntary and alfefilionate fubje6ls of their common 
fovereign. The Romans marched through the 
llreets in clofe i^ks, prepared for battle if an 
endimy had appeared j the ftridb order maintain- 
ed by the genei%l imprinted on their minds the 
duty of obedience; and in an age in which cuftom 
and impunity alraoft fandlified the abufe of con- 
quell, the genius of one man repreffed the paf- 
lions of a vi6lorious army. The voice of menace 
and complaint was filent ; the trade of Carthage 
was not interrupted ; while Africa changed her 



The neighbourhood of Carthage, thefea, the IsiiM, and thetivers, 
are changed altnbft as much as the works of man. The i|lhmus, oi^eck, 
of the city is now confounded with the continent; the harbour is a dry 
plain; . and the lake, or ftagnum, no more than a morafs, with fix or fe- 
vea feet water in the mid-channel. See D’Anville (Geogmphie Anci- 
enne, tom. iii. p. 8a.), Shaw (Travels, p. 77 — 84.), Marmol (Defcrip- 
tion de TAfrique, tom. ii» p. 465.), and Thuauus (iviii. 

P- 3340 * # ' ' 
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mafter and her government, the fhops continued 
open and b^yfy ; and the foldiers, after fu cien 
guards had been pofted, modeftly deprted to the 
hdufes which were allotted for their reception, 
Belifarius fixed his refidence in the palace ; feated 
himfelf on the throne of Genferic ; accepted and 
diftributed the Barbaric fpoil j 
lives to the fuppliant Vandals j and laboured to 
repair the damage which the fuburb of Mandra- 
cium had fuftained in the preceding mg . _ 

flipper he entertained his principal officers with 
the form and magnificence of a royal banquet . 
The vifilor was refpefilfully ferved by the captive 
officers of the houfehold •, and in the moments ot 
Teftivity, when the impartial fpefitators applauded 
the fortune and merit of Belifarius, his envious 
flatterers fecretly ftied their venom on every word 
and gefture which might alarm the fufpicions of 
a jealous monarch. One day was given to thefe 
pompous fcenes, which may not be defpifed as 
ufelefs if they attradled the popular veneration ; 
but the adtive mind of Belifarius, which 1*^ 
pride of victory could fuppofe a defeat, had al- 
ready refolved, that the Roman empire in Africa, 
fliould not depend on the chance of arms, or the 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted from the general 
prescription •, but in the reign ofninety-five years 
th^were fuffered to decay by the thoughtlefs 

“ From'Delplu, the name of Delphkum -was given, both in Greek 

V T itri, toa^tricod: and, by an eafy analogy, the fame appellation 

was extended at Rome, Conftantiaople, and tothage, 

Wquetingroo«(Aocoplus,Vandd.L..c.»l.Ducange,Glofs.Ch^ 

4. p, j;^77. ad Alexiad. p* 
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ted indolerit^ A wifer conqueror re- chap. 

ilored with incredible difpatch the walls and , , 

ditches of the city. His liberality'encouraged 
the workmen ; the foldiers, the mariners, and 
the citizens, vied with each other in the falutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had feared to truft his 
perfon in an open town, beheld with aftoniftiment 
and defpair the fifing ftrength of an impregnable 
fortrefs. 

That unfortunate monarch, after the lofs of his Enai de- 
eapital, applied himfelfto collect the remains of 
an army fcattered, rather than deftroyed, by the and the 
preceding battle; and the hopes of pillage at- 
trailed fome Mporfifli bands to the ftandard of November. 
Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage ; infulted the 
capital, which he deprived of the ufe of an aque- 
du 6 l ; propofed an high reward for the head of 
every Roman ; affe 6 ted to fpare the perfons and 
property of his African fubje<Si:s, and fecretly ne- 
gotiated with the Arian fe^laries and the con.- 
federate Huns. Under thefe circumftances, the 
conquefl of Sardinia ferved only to aggravate his 
diftrefs ; he refle9;ed with the deepefl anguifti, 
that he had wafted, in that ufelefs enterprife, five 
thoufand of his braveft troops ; and he read, with 
grief and lhame, the vi 6 torious letters of his bro- * 
ther Zano, who exprefled a fanguine confidence 
that the King, after the example of their «^n- 
ceftors, has already chaftifed the ralhnefs of the 
Roman invader. “ Alas ! my brother,” replied 
Gelimer, “ Heaven has declared againft our unr 

happy nation. While you have fubdued Sar- 
N 3 ** dinia. 
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c H A P. « dinia, we have loft Africa. No fooner did 

XLL ^ « 5eiifarius appear with a handful of foMiers, 

« than courage and profperity defertedthe caule 
« of the Vandals. Your nephew Gibamund,your 
« brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to d^th 
« by the cowardice of their followers. - Our 
« horfes, our fliips, Carthage itfelf, and all Afn- 
« ca, are in the power of the enemy. Yet 
« the Vandalaftill prefer an ignominious repofe 
« at the expence of their wives and children, 

« their wealth and liberty. Nothing now re- 
« mains, except the field of Bulla, and the hope 
« of your valour. Abandon Sardinia; fly to our 
« relief; reftore our empir% or perifh by our 
*« fide.” On the receipt of this epiftle, Zano 
imparted h;^ grief to the principal Vandas ; but 

the intelligence vi^as prudently concealedfromthe 

natives of the ifland. The troops embarked m 
one hundred and twenty gallies at the port of 
Cagliari, call anchor the third day on the coii- 
fines of Mauritania, and haftily purfued their 
march to join the royal ftandard in the camp of 
Bulla. Mournful was the interview : the two 
brothers embraced; they wept in filence; no 
queftions were afked of the Sardinian vi^ory ; 
no inquiries were made of the African misfor- 
tunes : they faw before their eyes the whole ex- 
tent of their calamities ; and the abfence of their 
wives and children afforded a melancholy proof, 
that either death or captivity had been their lot. 
The languid fpirit of the Vandals was at length 
awakened and united by the entreaties of their 
King, the example of Zano, and the inftant 
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danger which threatened their monarchy and re- c H a p. 
ligion. The military ftrength of the nation ad- . . 

vanced to battle ; andTuch was’the rapid increafe, 
that, before their army reached Tricaraeron, 
about twbnty miles from^ Carthage, ^hey might 
boaft, perhaps with fdme exaggeration, that they 
furpaffed, in a tenfold proportiorf, the diminutive 
powers of the Rpmaus. But thefe powers were 
under the coipmand of Belifarius : and, as h§ 
w,^ confcious of their fuperior merit, he pe*'- 
mitted the barbarians to furpriftlhira at an un- 
feafonable hour. The Romans were inftantly 
under arms : a rivulet covered their front ; the 
cavalry formed the firft line, which Belifarius 
fuppoi'ted in the centre, at the head of five hun- 
dred guards ; the infantry, at feme diflan ce, was 
polled in the fecond line ; and the vigilance of 
the general watched the feparate ftartion and am- 
biguous faith of the MalTaget®, who fecretly re- 
ferved their aid for the conquerors. The hifto- 
rian has inferted, and the reader may eafily fup- 
ply, the fpeeches” of the commanders, who, by 
arguments the moll appofite to their lituation, 
inculcated the importance of victory, and the 
contempt of life. Zano, with the troops which 
had followed him to the conqueft of Sardinia, 
was placed in the centre ; and the throne of Gen- 
feric might have Rood, if the multitude of Van- 
dals had instated their intrepid refolution. Call- 
ing away their lances and milfile weapons, they 

Thefe orations always exprefs the fenfe of the times, and fome- 
times of the adlors* I have condenfed that fenfe; and thrown away 
declamation. | ^ " 

N 4 drew 
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drew their fwords andexpe6led the charge : the 
Roman cavalry thrice paffed the rivulet} they 
wete thrice I’epulfed } and the confli6t-was firmly 
maintained till Zano fell, and the ftandard of Be- 
lifarius was difplayed. Gelimer retreated to his 
camp} the Huns joined the purfuit-, and the 
victors defpoiled the bodies of the flain. "Vet 
no more than fifty Romans, and eight hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle } fo 
inconfiderable was the carnage of a day,* which 
estinguiflied amation, and transferred the empire 
of Africa. In the evening Belifarius led his in- 
fantry to the attack of the camp } and the pufil- 
lanimous flighf of Gelimer expofed the vanity of 
his recent declarations, that, to the vanquHhed, 
death was a relief, life a burthen, and infamy the 
only objefit'^f terror. His departure was fecret j 
but as foott »s the Vandals difcovered that their 
King had deferted them, they haftily difperfed, 
anxious only for their perfonal fafety, and carelefs 
of every obje6t that is dear or valuable to man- 
kind. The Romans entered the camp without 
refiftance } and the wildeft fcenes of diforder were 
veiled in the darknefs and confufion of the night. 
Every Barbarian who met their fwords was inr 
humanly mafifacred } their widows and daughters, 
as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em- 
braced by the licentious foldiers } and avarice it- 
felf was almoft latiated with the treafures of gold 
and filver, the accumulated fruits of conqueft or 
(economy in a long period of profperity and 
peace. In this frantic fearch, the troops even of 
^elifarius forgot their caution and relpe^. In? 
A $oxicate4 
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tdxicated with luft and rapine, they exploded in chap. 
fmall parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the 
woods, the rocks, and the clvems, that might 
poffibly conceal any defirable prize : laden with 
booty, they deferted their ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on the high cd&d to Carthage ; 
and if the flying enemies had oared to return, 
very few of the conquerors would have efcaped. ' 

Deeply fenfible of the difgrace and danger-, Beli- 
* fiiHUS faffed an apprehenfive night on* the field of 
vidlory; at the dawn of day, lie planted his i. 
ftandard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve- 
terans, and gradually reflored the modefty and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con- 
cern of the Roman general to fubdue the hoftile, 
and to fave the proftrate Barbarian; and the fup. 
pliant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were protedted by his authority, dif- 
armed, and feparately confined, that they might 
neither difturb the public peace, nor become the 
vidlims of popular revenge. After dilpatching a 
light detachment to tread the footlleps of Geli- 
raer, he advanced with his whole army, about 
ten days march, as far as Hippo Regius, which 
no longer poffeffed the relics of St. Auguftin". 

The 

The relics of St .Aiiguftin were carried by the African bifhops to 
their Sardinian exile (A, D. 500); and it was believed in the viiith cen- 
tury, that Liutprand, King of the Lombards, tranfported them (A. D. 
fzx) from Sardinia to Pavia. In the year 1695, the Auguftan friars of 
that city found a brick arch, marble coffin, filver cafe, iilk wrapper, 
bones, blood, &c. and perhaps an infcription of Agoffino in Gothic let-* 
ters.'^Biit this ufeful difcovery has been difputed byreafonandjealoufy 
(Baronius, Aanal. A.D. 725. No. a — 9. Tillemont, Mem. Eccles:* 
tom. xiii. p. 944. Montfaucon, Diarium Ital# p. a6 — 30. Muratori, 

ItaL Medii JEvi, tpm*v* diiTert. iviu* p» 9. who had compofed 

a feparate 
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CHAP. The feafon, and the certain intelligence that the 
Vandal had fled to the inacceflible country of the 
’ Moors, determined Belifarius to reUnquilh the 
vain purfuit, and to flx his winter-quarters at 
Carthage. From thence he difpatched his piin- 
cipal lieutenant, to inform the Emperor, that in 
the fpace of three months he hadatchieved the 

conqueft of Africa. r rp, 

Conouefk Belifai'ius fpoke the language of truth, fhe 
Vandals yielded, without refiftance, 
and their freedom: the neighhourhood 
fubmitted to his prefence ; and the 
were fucceffively fubdued 
by tlie report of his viaory. Tripoli was con- 
^rmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and 
Corfica furrendered to an officer, who earned, 
inllead of a fword, the head of the valiant Zano j 
and the ifles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica, 
confented to remain an humble appendage of the 
African kingdom. Cmfarea, a royal city, which 
in loofer geopraphy may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was fituate thirty days march 
to the weftward of Carthage : by land, the load 
was infefted by the Moors ; but the fea was open, 
and the Romans were now mafters of the fea. 

’ An aSiive and difereet tribune failed as far as the 
Streights, where he occupied Septemor Ceuta"^ 

a feparate treatife before tbe decree of the bifliop of Pavia, and Pope 

Benedi£l XIII.). • cj wj'c 

« Ta Tfls ffoMnias ie the expreffion of Procopius (de Eific. 

I. vi. c. 7.). Ceuta, which has been defaced by the Portuguefe, flou- 
rilhed in nobles and palaces, in agriculture and reanufeaures, under 
the more profpemus reign of the Arabs (I’Afrique de Marmol, tom. u. 


of Africa fui’viving 
by Belifa- .a 

Zb, their arms 
A.D. 534- of Carthage 

more diftant provinces 
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#hich rifes oppolite to Gibraltar on tbe African chap. 
coaft; that remote place was afterwards adorned 
and fortified by Juftinian ; and he feems to have 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 
pire to the columns of Hercules. He received 
the meflengers of vi61>ory at tb^ time when he 
was preparing to publifti the pandedts of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous Emperor 
celebrated the divine goodnefs, and confeffed, in 
filence,'the meritof his fuccefsful general®'*. Im- 
patient to abolifli the temporal and fpiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded, without 
delay, to the full eftablilhment of the Catholic 
church. Her jurifdi6lion, wealth, and immu- 
nities, perhaps the raoft elfential part of epif- 
copal religion, were reftored and amplified with a 
liberal hand ; the Arian worfliip was fupprefled ; 
the Donatift meetings were profcribed ; and 
the fynod of Carthage, by the voice of two hun- 
dred and feventeen bilhops ®*, applauded the juft 
meafure of pious retaliation. On fuch an oc- 
cafion, it may not be prefuraed, that many 
orthodox prelates were abfent ; but the compara- 
tive fmallnefs of their number, which in ancient 


See the fecond and third preambles to the Dlgeft, or Pandedts, pro- 
mulgated A* D. 533, December i 6 . To the titles of Vandalicus and 
Africanus<i Juftinian, or rather Belifarins, had acquired a juft claim; Go- 
thicuswzs premature, ^xidiFrancictis falfe, and offenfive to a great nation* 
^5 See the original adts in Baronins (A. D. 535, No* an — ^54.). The 
Emperor appUiids his own clemency to the heretics, cum fufficiat m 
yivere. 

Dupin (Geograph. Sacra Africana, p. Ik. ad Optat. Milev,) (ib* 
ferves and bewails this epifcopal decay. In the mim profperons 
the church, he had noticed 690 bilhoprics,* but however minute were 
the dioccfes, it is not probable that they dl exifted at the fame 

councils 
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p. councils bad been twice or even tbrice multiplied, 
moft clearlyindicates the decay both of the church 
and ftate. While Juftinian approved himfelf the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his victorious lieutenantwould fpeedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of his dominion to 
the fpace which they occupied before the invafion 
of the Moors and Vandals ; and Belifarius was 
inftruCted to eftablilh dukes or commanders 
in the convenient ftations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Cmfarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatines or borders that 
might be fufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The hingdomof the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the prefence of a Praetorian praefeCl ; and four 
confulars, three prefidents, were appointed to ad- 
minifter the feven provinces under his civil jurit 

diaion. The numberoftheirfubordinate officers, 

clerks, meffengers, or affiftants, was minutely ex- 
preffedj three hundred and ninety-fix for the 
prmfea himfelf, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees and falaries 
was more effeaual to confirm the right, than to 
prevent the abufe, Thefe magiffirates might be 
oppfgfiive, but they were not idle, and the fubtile 
qLftions of juftice and revenue were infinitely 
propagated under the new government, which 
profefled to revive the freedom and equity of the 
Roman republic. The conqueror was felicitous 
to exaa a prompt and plentiful fupply from his 
African fubjeas ; and he allowed them to claim, 
even in the third degree, and from the collateral 

line, the houfes and lands of which their families 

had 
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lad been unjuftly defpoiled by the Vandals, 
After the departure’of Belifarius, who afited by 
an high and fpecial commiffion, no ordinary pro- 
vifion was made for a mafter-generalof the forcesj 
but the office of Praetorian praefedl was intruded 
to a foldier j the civil and military powers were 
united^ according to the pra®ice of Judinian, in 
the chief governor; and the reprefentative of the 
Emperor in Africa, as well as in Italy, was foon 
didinguilhed by the appellation of Exa^ch*^ 

Yet the conqued of Africa was imperfect, till 
her former fovereign was delivered, either alive 
or dead, into the hands of the Romans. Doubt- 
ful of the event, Gelimer had given fecret orders 
that a part of his treafure diould be tranfported 
to Spain, where he hoped to find a fecure refuge 
at the court of the King of the Vifigoths. But 
thefe intentions were difappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable purfuft of his 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the fea- 
Ihore, and chafed the unfortunate monarch, with 
fome faithful followers, to the inacceflible moun- 

■ ■ B ■ ■ _ 

tain of Papua in the inland country of Numidia. 
He was immediately befieged by Pharas, an of- 
ficer whofe truth and fobriety were the more ap- 
plauded, as fuch qualities could feldom be found 
among the Heruli, the moll corrupt of the Bar- 

The African laws of Juftinian are illufbated by his German bio- 
grapher (Cod. I i. tit. ay. Novell. 36, 37. 131. Vit. Juftinian, p. 349 
— 377.). 

Mount Papua is placed by D’Anville (tom.iii. p, 9 a. and Tabul. 
Imp. Rom. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and thefea; yet this fitua- 
tion ill agrees with the long 'pttfTuit beyond Hippo, and the wo^ of 
Procopius ( 1 . ii, c. 4.), tv 70 tg 
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barian tribes. To his vigilance Belifarius had 
entrufted this important charge ; and after a 
bold attempt to fcale the mountain, in which he 
loft an hundred and ten foldiers, Pharas ex- 
pe6ted, during a winter flege, the operation of 
diftrefs and famine on the mind of the Vandal 
king. From the fofteft habits of pleafure, from 
the unbounded command of induftry and wealth, 
he was reduced to lliare the poverty of the 
Moors*®, fupportable only to themfelves by their 
ignorance of a happier condition. In their rude 
hovels, of mud and hurdles, which confined the 
fmoke and excluded the light, they promifcuoufly 
’*flept on the ground^ perhaps on a Iheep-lkin, with 
their wives, their children, and their cattle. Sor- 
did and fcanty%ere their garments ; the life of 
])read and wine was unknown ; and their oaten 
or barley cakes, imperfedtly baked in the allies, 
were devoured almoft in a crude Hate by the 
hungry favages. The health of Gelimer mull 
.have funk under thefe ftrange and unwonted 
hardlhips, from whatfoever caufe they had been 
endured ; but his adtual mifery was embittered 
by the recolledlion of pall greatnefs, the daily in- 
folence of his protedlors, and the juft apprehen- 
lion, that the light and venal Moors might be 
tempted to betray the rights of holpitality. The 
knowledge of his fituation dictated the humane 

^ Sliaw (Travels, p. aao.) moft accurately reprefents the maniaers of 
the Bedonjreens audKabyles, the bifi: c£ whom, by their language, are the 
rernnaut of tisie Motors : yet how chainged«--hc>w civilized are thefe mo** 
dem are pfeaty aitioug thesm,. aiid breaA 

m 
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and friendly epillle qf Pharas. “ Like yourfelf,” chap. 
faid the chief of the Heruli, “ I am an illiterate . . 

“ Barbarian, but I fpeak the language of plain 
“ fenfe and an honell heart. Why will you 
“ perfift in hopelefs obftinacy ? Why will you 
“ ruin yourfelf, your family, and nation ? The 
“ love of freedom and abhorrence of llavery ? 

Alas! my deareft Cxelimer, are you not already 
“ the worft of flaves, the flave of the vile nation 
of the Moors? Would it not be preferable to 
fullain at .Conftantinople a life of poverty 
“ and fervitude, rather than to reign the un- 
“ doubted monarch of the mountain of Papua ? 

“ Do you think it a difgrace to be the fubjeSt 
“ of Jullinian ? Belifarius is his fubje6t; and we 
ourfelves, whofe birth is not inferior to your 
“ own, are not afliamed of our obedience to the 
Roman Emperor. That generous prince will 
“ grant you a rich inheritance of lands, a place 
in the fenate, and the dignity of Patrician : 

“*fuch are his gracious intentions, and you may 
“ depend with full affurance on the word of Be- 
“ lifarius. So long as heaven has condemned us 
to fuffer, patience is a virtue ; but if we reject 
“ the proffered deliverance, it degenerates into 
“ blind and ftupid defpair.” “ I am not infen- 
fible,” replied the King of the Vandals, “ how 
kind and rational is your advice. But I can- 
“ not perfuade myfelf to become the flave of an 
“ unjufl enemy, who has deferved my irapla- 
“ cable hatred. Him I had never injured either 
“ by word or deed : yet he has fent againft me^ 

I know not from whence, a certain Belifarius, 

“ who 
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who has caft me headlong from the throng 
into this abyfs of mifery. Juftinian is a man 5 
he is a prince j does he not dread for himfelf 
a fimilar reverfe of fortune ; I can write no 
more : my grief oppreffes me. Send me, I 
hefeech you, my dear Pharas, fend me, a 
lyre a fpunge, and a loaf of bread. Fiona 

te Vandal meffenger, Pharas was informed of 
le motives of this fingular requeft. It was long 
ace the King of Africa had tailed bread ; a 
efluxion had fallen on his eyes, the effea of 
iticrue or inceffant weeping ; and he widied to 
)lace the melancholy hours by fmging to the 
^re the fad ftory of his own misfortunes. The 
umanity of Pharas was moyed ; he fent the 
dree extraordinary gifts; but even his humanity 
irompted him to redouble the vigilance of his 
mard, that he might fooner compel his pnloner 
’0 embrace a refolution advantageous to the llo- 
nans, but felutary to himfelf. The obhina^ of 
3elimer at length yielded to reafon and neceflity ; 
he folemn affurances of fafety and honourable 
Teatment were ratified in the Emperor’s name, 
tty the ambaffador of BelifariuS ; and the Kipg of 
the Vandals defcended from the mountain. The 
firft public interview was in one of the fuburbs of 
^ A tbft roval captive accofted 
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had deprived Gelimer of his fenfes ; but in this chap. 
mournful ftate, unfeafonable mirth infinuated to 
more intelligerit obfervers, that the vain and tran- 
fitory fcenes of human greatnefs are unworthy of 
a ferious thought^'* 

Their contempt was foon juftified by a new Return 
example of a vulgar truth ; that flattery adheres ^ t"- 
to power, and envy to fuperiqr merit. The chiefs bTImus, 
of the Roman army prefumed to think them- A.D.J34. 
felves the rivals of an hero. Their private dit 
patches malicioufly affirmed, that the conqueror 
of Africa, ftrong in his reputation and the public 
Jove, confpired to feat himfelf on the throne of 
the Vandals. Juftinian liftened with too patient 
an ear ; and his filence was the refult of jealoufy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native, of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turning to the capital, was indeed fubmitted to the 
difcretion of Belifarius ; buthe wifely concluded, 
from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his 
foyereign’s temper, that he mull either refign his 
head,- ere6l his ftandard, or confound his enemies 
by his prefence and fubmiflion. Innocence and 
courage decided his choice : his guards, captives, 
and treafures, were diligently embarked j andfo 
profperbus was the navigation, that his arrival at 
Conftantinople preceded any certain account of 
his departure from the’ port of Carthage. Such 

Herodotus elegantly defcribes tlie ftrange eiFe^s of grief in another 
royal captive, Pfammetichus of Egypt, who wept at the lefler and wa* 
filent at the greatejft of M« calamities (L iii*' c. 14.). In interview of • 

Baulus -®miliu8 and Perfes, Belifarius might ftudy Ms part: But it is 
probable that he never read either Livy or Plutarch ; and it is certain 
that his generofity did not naed a tutor- . 

. voi. .vir. o unfuf- 
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CHAP, unfufpeaing loyalty removed the appretiemions 
of Juftinian : dnvy was filenced and inflamed by 
' the public gratitude : apd the third Africanus oh* 
tained the honours of a triumph, a ceremony 

which the city of Conftantinoplehad never feai, 

and which ancient Rome, fince the, reign of Ti- 
berius, had referved for the au/picioMS arms of 
the Csefars Trom the palace of Belifarius, the 
proceffion was conduaed through the principal 
ftreets to the hippodrome ; and this memorable 
day feemed to avenge the injuries of Gepfoic, 
and to expiate the lhame of the Romans. « Ihe 
■wealth of nations was difplayed, the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury ; rich armour, golden 
thrones, and the clmtiots of date which had been 
xifed^by the Vandal queen the maffy furniture 
of the royal banquet, the fplendour of precious 
ftones, the elegant forms of flatues and vafes, 
the more fubftantial treafure of gold, and the 
holy veflels of the Jewifh temple, which after 

their long peregrination were refpedlfully depo- 

fited in the Ghriflian Church of Jerufalem. A 
loner train of the noblefl Vandals reluftantly ex- 
pofed their lofty ftature and manly countenance. 
Gelimer flowly advanced : he was clad in a pur- 
ple robe, and dill maintained the majefly of a 

kiner.. Not a tear efcaped from his eyes, not a 
figh was heard ; but his pride or piety derived 
fome fecret confolation from the words of Solo- 
s’ After the title of im/emlor had toft the old military fenfe, and tlie 
* Roman aajWser were aholUhed by Chriftianity (fee La Bjeterie, Mem. 
de rAcademle, tom. xxi. p.joa — 33 ^')’ ^ tnumph might be given 
with left incoafiflEhcy to a private genei-?!. 

mon. 
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EBon^^ which he repeatedlypronounced, vanity! chap, 
vanity ! ALL IS VANITY ! Inftead of afcenditig a ^ , 

triumphal car drawn hy four horfes or elephants, 
the modeft conqueror marched on foot at the ■ 
head of his brave companions ; his prudence 
might dedine an honour too confpicuous for a 
fubjed: and his magnanimity might juftly dif- 
dain what had been fo often fullied by the vilell 
of tyrants. The glorious prooeffion entered the 
gate of the hippodrome ; was faluted by the ac- 
clamations of the fenate and people ; and |ialted 
before the throne where Juftinian and Theodora 
were feated to receive the homage of the captive 
monarch and the victorious hero. They both 
performed the cuftoraary adoration ; and falling 
proftrate on the ground, refpeCtfuUy touched the 
footflool of a prince who had not unfheathed his 
fword, and of a proftitute who had danced on 
the theatre: fome gentle violence was ufed to 
bend the ftubbom fpirit of the grandfon of Gen- 
feric ; and however trained to fervitude the ge- 
nius of Belifarius muft have fecretly rebelled. 

He was immediately declared conful for the en- 
fuing year, and the day of his inauguration re- ct^ui- 
fembled the pomp of a fecond triumph : his cu- 
rule chair was borne aloft on the fhoulders of January i- 
captive Vandals; and the fpoils of war, gold 

33 If the Ecclefiaftes be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like Pnor’s 
poem, a pious and moral compofition of more recent times, in his name, 
and on the fubje^t of his repentance. The latter is the opinion of the 
learned and free-fpirited Grotius (0pp. Theolog. tom. i. p. 258 .); and 
indeed the Ecclefiaftes and Proverbs difplay a larger compafs of thought 
and experience than feem to belong either to » Jew or a king# 




End of 
Gelimer 
and the 
Yandals. 


faithful execution of a treatytorwtucn msno.^u. 
had been pledged to the Kingofthe Vaiidals.The 
religious fcruples of Gelimer, who adhered to the 
Arian herefy, were incompatible with the digm y 
of fenator or patrician : but he received from the 
Emperor an ample eflate in the province of 
latia, where the abdicated monarch retire# mt 
his family and friends, to alife 
ence, and perhaps of content^^ The 
Hildericwere entertained with the refpe6lMten- 
dernefs due to their age and misfortune j and Jui- 
tinian anCTTheodora accepted the honour of edu- 
cating and enriching the female defcendants- o 
the great Theodefius. The braved of the Vandal 
youth were diftributed into five fquadrons of ca- 
valry, which adopted the name of their bene- 

faaor, andfupportedinthe Perfian wars the gW 
oftheir anceftors. Butthefe rare exceptions, the 
reward of birth or valour ; are infufficient to ex- 
plain thefate of a nation, whofe numbers, before a 
■ fhortandbloodlefs war, amountedtomore than fix 
hundred thoufand perfons. After the exile o 
their kingand nobles, thefervile crowd mightpur- 
chafe their fefety, by abjuring their charaaer, re- 
ligion, and language*, and their degenerate pofl;e- 

» In the Belifaire of Marmontel, the King and the conquteuOT of 
Africa mlet, fup, and converfe i*>ithout recoUe<amg each other. It i» 

fureV a fault of that romance, that not only the ^ 

i fi, ^^Cr.irnonflv known, appear to have loft their eyeaor 
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rity would be infenfiblymingled with the common chap; 
herd of African fubjells. Yet even in the prefent ^ 

age, and in the heart of the Moorilh tribes, a cu- 
rioustravellerhasdifeoveredthewhitecomplexion 
and long flaxen hair of a northern race and it 
was formerly believed, that the boldeft of the 
Vandals fled beyond the power, or even the 
knowledge, of the Romans, to jenjoy their folitary 
fi'eed^ on the fliores of the Atlantic oceatfe^”. 

Africa *had been their empire, it became their 
prifon ; nor could they entertain an hope, or even 
a wilh, of returning to the banks of the Elbe, 
where their brethren, of a fpirit lefs adventurous, 
ftill wandered in their native forefts. It was im- 
poflible for cowards to furmount the barriers of 
unknown feas and hoftile barbarians : it wasim- 
p<^ble for brave men to expofe their nakednefs 
and defeat before the eyes of their countrymen, 

|o defcribe the kingdoms which they had loll, 
and to claim a Ihare of the humble inheritance, 
which,* in a happier hour, they had almofl; una* 
mimoufly renounced In the country between 
the Elbe and the Oder, feveral populous villages 


Shaw, p.59* Yetlince Procopius (Uil, c. 33.) fpeaks of a people 
of mount Atlas, as already diftinguilhed by white bodies and yellow 
hair, the phsenomenon (which is likewife vifible in the Andes of Peru, 
BufFon, tom. iii. p.504.).«ia'y naturally be afcribed to the elevation of 
the ground and the temperature of the air. 

3 ^ The geographer of Ravenna (Liii. c. xi. p.ia9, 130, 13 1. Pms, 
.1688.) defcribes the Mauritania Gaditana (oppofite to Cadiz), ubi gens 
Vandalorum, a Belifario devida in Africa, fygit, et nunquam com* 
parfit* ■ ■ ■■■ ■ 

A fingle voice had protefted, and Ged&ic difmifTed, without a 
formal anfwer, the Vandals of Germa'ny, but thofe of Africa derided 
hi^ prudence, and afl^^d to defpife the pov^y of thet foreft® (Pro* 

fopiufii Vanto I* »♦ <^|t. 



of Lufatia are inhabited by the V anaais . luey 
ftill preferve their language, their cufloms, and 
the purity of their blood ; fupport with fome im- 
patience, the Saxon, or Pruffian yoke ; and ferve 
with fecret and voluntary allegiance, the defen- 
dant of their ancient kings, who in his garb and 
prefent fortune is confounded with the meaneft 
of his vaffals The name and fituation of this 
unhappy people might indicate their defcent 
from one common ftock with the conquerors of 
Africa. But the ufe of a Sclavonian dialedt more 
clearly reprefents them as the laft remnant of 
the new colonies, who fucceeded to the genuine 
Vandals, already fcattered or deftroyed in the 
age of Procopius 2’. 

If Belifarius had been tempted to hefitate in his 
allegiance, he might have urged, even againft the 
Emperor himfelf, the indifpenfable duty of faving 
Africa from an enemy more barbarous than the 
Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved 


Matmcrs 
and defeat 
of the 
Moors, 

A. D. j35 
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Libyan fliepberds ; the change of feafons and chap. 
paftures regulated their motions ; and their rude . 

huts and flender furniture were tranfported with 
the fame eafe as their arms, their families, and 
their cattle, which confifted of flieep, oxen, and 
camels'*'. During the vigour of the Roman 
power, they obferved a reipedlful diftance from 
Carthage and the fea-fhore ; under the feeble 
reign of the Vandals, they invaded the cities of 
Numidia, occupied the fea-coaft from Tangier 
to Caefarea, and pitched their camps, with im- 
punity, in the fertile province of Byzacium. 

The formidable llrengtli and artful condufil of 
Belifarius fecured the neutrality of the Moorifh 
princes, whofe vanity afpired to receive, in the 
Emperor’s name, the enfigns of their regal dig- 
nity'*’. They were aftonifhed by the rapid event, 
and trembled in the prefence of their conqueror. 

But his approaching departure loon relieved the 
apprehenfions of a lavage and liiperflitious p^ 
pie ; the number of their wives allowed them to 
difregard the fafety of their infant hollages 5 and 
when the Roman general hoifted fail in the port 
of Carthage, he heard the cries, and almoll be- 
held the flames, of the defolated province. Yet 


He quotes two columns, with a Phoenician infcrlption. I believe in the 
columns-— I doubt the infcription — and I rejedl the pedigree. 

Virgil (Georgic. iii, 339.) and Pomponius Mela (i. 8.) defcribethe 
wandering life of the African fhepherds, fimilar to that of the Arabs 
and Tartars; and Shaw (p. a^a.) is the beft commentator on the poet 
and the geographer. 

The cuftomary gifts were a fceptre, a crown or cap, a white ckak, 
a figured tunic and flioes, all adorned with gold and filver; nor were 
thefe precious metals lefs acceptable in the lhape of coin (Frbcop. Vm* 
daLLLc.a5.). ^ . 

04. he 


■ 
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CHAP, he perfifled in his refolution j and leaving only 
, . a part of his guards to reinforce the feeble gar- 

rifons, he entrufted the command of Africa to 
the eunuch Solomon who proved himfelf not 
unworthy to be the fucceffor of Belifarius. In the 
firft invafion, fome detachments, with two officers 
of merit, were furprized and intercepted ; but 
Solomon fpeedily affembled his troops, marched 
from Carthage into the heart of the country, and 
in two great battles deflroyed lixty thoufand of 
the barbarians. The Moors depended on their 
multitude, their fwiftnefs, and thsir inacceffible 
mountains j and the afpe6l and fih’ell of their 
camels are faid to have produced fome confufion 
in the Roman cavalry'*'*. But as foon as they 
were commanded to difmount, they derided this 
contemptible obftacle; as foon as the columns 
. afcended the hills, the naked and diford erly crowd 
was dazzled by glittering arms and regular evo- 
li^tionsj and the menace of their female prophets 
wias repeatedly fulfilled, that the Moors fliould be 
difcomfited by a beardlefs antagonift. The vie.- 
torions en.m}ch advanced thirteen days journey 


See the African government and warfare of Solomon? la Procopius 
(Vandal. Lii. c. jo? xi, 129 I3- 19? ao.}* He was recalled? and again 
reftored; and his laft vitSlory dates in the xiiith year of Juftinian 
A. D. 539* An accident in his childhood had rendered him an eu- 
nuch (Li. c* II.): the other Roman generals were amply fumilhed witit 
beards? irttyyovog imwXafjLmt (L ii. c. 8.). 

This natural antipathy of the horfe for the camel, is affirmed by 
the ancients (Xenophon. Cyropsed. 1 . vL p.438. L vii* p. 483. 49a. edit. 
Hutchinfon. Polyaen. Stratagem, vii. 6. PIin.Hift. Nat. viii. 26, j$llien 
de Natur. Animal. Liii. c. 7.); but it is difproved by daily experience^ 
and derided by the belt judges? the Orientals (Voyage D’OIeariui^ 

; ’ from 
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from Cartilage, to befiege mount Aurafius c H A P. 
the citadel, and at the fame time the garden of 
Numidia. The range of hills, a branch of the ' 
great Atlas, contains, within a circumference of 
one hundred and twenty miles, a rare variety of 
foil and climate ; the intermediate vallies and 
elevated plains abound with rich paftures, per- 
petual llreams, and fruits of a delicious tafte and 
uncommon magnitude. This fair folitude is de- 
corated with the ruins of Larabefa, a Roman 
city, once the feat of a legion, and the refidence 
of forty thoufand inhabitants. The Ionic temple 
of iEfculapius is encompaffed with Moorilh huts ; 
and the cattle now graze in the midft of an am- 
phitheatre, under the lhade of Corinthian co- 
lumns. A fharp perpendicular rock rifes above 
the level of the mountain, where the African 
princes depodited their wives and treafure ; and a 
proverb is familiar to the Arabs, that Ihe man may 
eat fire, who dares to attack the craggy clifts an# 
inhofpitable natives of mount Aurafius. This 
hardy enterprife was twice attempted by the 
eunuch Solomon : from the firft, he retreated 
with fome dilgrace ; and in the fecond, his pati- 
ence and provifions were almoft exhaulted ; and 
he muft again have retired, if he had not yielded 
to the impetuous courage of his troops, who 
audacioufly fcaled, to the aftonilhment of the 
Moors, the mountain, the hoftile camp, and the 

Procopius is the firft who defcribes mount Aurafius (Vandal. Ln. 

«. 13. Be Edific. L yi. c, 7*). He may be compared with Leo 
»us (dell Africa^ paite v. in Ramufio^ tom. i* foL 77. re(fto)» MaMoI 

fummit 
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CHAP, fummit of the Geminian rock. A citadel was 
, , eredled to fecure this important conqueft, and 

to remind the Barbarians of their defeat : and as 
Solomon purfued his march to the weft, the long- 
loft province of Mauritanian Sitifi waS again an- 
Bexed to the Roman empire. The Mooriih war 
continued feveral years after the departure 
Belifarius ; but the laurels which he reugned to 
a faithful lieutenant, may be juftly afcribed to 
his own triumph. 

Neutrality The experience of paft faults, which may fome- 

of the Vi- corre6l the mature age of an individual, is 

feldom profitable to the fucceflive generations of 
mankind. The nations of antiquity, carelefs of 
each other’s fafetyy were feparately vanquifhed 

- and enflaved by the Romans. This awful leffon 

might have inftruifted the Barbarians of the Weft 
to oppofe, with timely counfels and confederate 
arms, the unbounded ambition of J uftinian. Yet 
the fame error was repeated, the fame confe- 
quences were felt, and the Goths, both of Italy 
and Spain, infenfible of their approaching dangei, 
beheld with indifference, and even with joy, the 
rapid downfal of the Vandals. After the failure 
of the royal line, Theudes, a valiant and power- 
ful chief, afcended the throne of Spain, which 
he had formerly adminiftered in the name of 
Theodoric and his infant grandfon. Under his 
command, the Vifigoths befieged the fortrefs of 
Ceuta on the African coaft: but, while they 
fpent tb0 fabbath-day in peace and devotion, the 
pious feciirity, of their camp was invaded bjr a 
My from the town-, and the king hirafelf, with 
• , . fome 



fome difficulty and danger, efcaped from the c Hi 
hands of a facrilegious enemy ♦®. It was not 
long before his pride and refentment were grati* *” 
fied by a fuppliant^imbaffy from the unfortunate 
Gelimer, who implored, in his diftrefs, the aid of 
the Spanifh monarch. But infteadoffaci*ificing 
thefe unworthy paffions to the diftates of gene- 
rofity and prudence, Theudes amufed the am- 
baffadors, till he was fecretly informed of the 
lofs of Carthage, and then difmiffed them with 
obfcure and contemptuous advice, to feek in 
their native country a true knowledge of the 
ftate of the Vandals The long continuance Conqv 
of the Italian war delayed the punilliment of the 
Viligoths ; and the eyes of Theudes were clofed Spain, 
before they tafted the fruits of his millaken 
policy. After his death, the feeptre of Spain 
was difputed by a civil war. The weaker can- 
didate folicited the prote6tion of Juftinian, and 
ambitioufly fubfcribed a treaty of alliance, whicl^ r 
deeply wounded the independence and happi- 
nefs of his country. Several cities, both on the 
ocean and the Mediterranean, were ceded to the 
Roman troops, who afterwards refufed to eva- 
cuate thofe pledges, as it Ihould feem, either of 
fafety or payment ; and as they were fortified by 
perpetual fupplies from Africa, they maintained 
their impregnable ftations, for the mifchievoiti 
purpofe of inflaming the civil and religious fac- 

Ifidor. Chron. p. %%%• edit. Grot. Mariana, Hi||^ Hifpan. L v. c. B* 
p. X73. Yet according to Ifidore> the fiege of Ceu^ and the death, df 
Theudes, happened, X-®. H.^586, mdi^Qphmy^ 

defended, not by the Vandals, but by the‘R<^®iahs* ' 

*^7 Procopius, Vandal. I. he. 34* " " 

♦ tioBS 
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C-H A p. tions of the Barbarians. Seventy years elapfed 
XLi. before this painful thorn could be extirpated 
' — * — ’ from the bofonr of the monarchy and as long 
as the empetors retained any Ihare of thefe re- 
tnote ufelefs poffeffions, their vanity might 
number Spain in the lift of their provinces, aad 
the fucceffors of Alaric in the rank of their 

vaflfals'^®.' ' ■ 

The error of the Goths whd' reigned in Italy 

was lefs excufable than that -of their Spanifli 
brethren, and their puniftiment was ftill mor® 
immediate and terrible.. From a motive of pti- 
'((jittefei'enge, thi^iii^i^fe<i^hek moft dangeroi# 
enViny te##l%^®e^oft valuable allj. A 
Met om€ had been given m 

marriaJi^to^hrafiiilfmd the African King«; 

on Ais # 0 C^, the fortrefs of Lilybmum- W 
Sicily refigned to the V andals : and the 
Princefs Amalafrida was attended by a martial 
train of one thoufand nobles, and five thoufand 
fclothic foldiers, who -fignalized their valour in 
tlfe Moorifli wars, flfheir merit was oii|er'#ated 
by, 4hemfelyes, and perhaps negleaed by M * 
■a^ahdas i they viewed the country with envy, 
and th&c0n<iuerors with difidaitf; but their real 

^ See the origmja Chroiucle of Ifidore, and the and ^dth books rf 
4 ihe Hiftory of Spain by Mariana. The Romans finely expelled 
% SuintikKing of the Tifigoths (A. D. 6ai-^a6.), after their reumon 

to the Catholic church. | ^ 

i See the marriage and fate of Amalafeda m Procopius (Van^, 

: . o ,r>A m Caflloriorius fVar.ix. I.) the expoftulation of her 



i brother. Compare. aewi%theChK)mcie or victor a 

■s- Lilyhaum was bnUt by the Carthaginian® Olym. xcv. 4-! and m 
the firft Pumc war,i ftrong.fituation, an exceUent harbour, renderea 
that place an important objedl to both nations. 

or 
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or fiaitious confpiracy"¥as prevented by a maf- c 
facre ; the Gothsiwere oppreffed, and the cap# 
tivity of Amalafryi^ was fcon followed by her 
fecret and fufpicicsf death. 4Tke eloq^uent pen 
of Caffiodorius wa$ employed to-feproach the 
Vandal court with the cruel violation of every 
focial and public 4uty ; but the vengesmce which 
he threatened in thfe name of hisfoi^reign, might 
be derided with impunity, as long as Africa was 
protedled bythesfej and the Gotha weredeftitnte 
of a#avy. ifei imfotenoeof grief aad 

indignation, th(ify‘piy&|l|pfaluted the approach 
pf the Romans, witertiUBed #e tileel* of Beli- 
&rius in the ports of Sicdf,^ and were fpeedily 
delighted or alarmed by the fiii^|:iflng intelli- 
gence, that their revenge wa^ executed beyond 
the meafure of their hop^ ort]peAapS^f their 
wiihes. To their frierul&a^at^pIpjlj B^^ in« 
debted fo|the kingdom 

naight reafonably think, that they>^re entflJed 
fco nglihmo the poffeffion of a b^eii ijock^ %:|f# , 
lieutly feparated as a nuptial gift from^!]i^i%il€ 
of Sipilji. They were fooii undeceived by the 
haughty mandate of Belifarius, which excited 
their tardy and unavailing repentance. “ Tho 
“ cityc,nd promontpry of Lilybaeum,” faid the 
Roman general, “ belonged to the Vandals, and 
« I claim them by the right of conqueft. Your 
“ fubmiffion may deferve the favour of the En# 
“ peror ; your obftinacy will provoke hia dij^lea- 
“ lure, and muft kindle a war, that can terminate 
only in your utter ruin. If you compel ui| tet 
“ take up arm^we fljall coatenc^ not to re^aial 
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c H A P. “ the >poffe0ion of a lingle city, but to deprive 
XLL « you of all tbe provinces which you unjuftiy 
* “ withhold from their lawful fovereign.’* A na- 

tion of two hundred thoufand foldiers might have 
fmiled at the vain menace of J uftinian and his 
lieutenant : but a Ipirit of difcord and difaffedlion 
prevailed in Italy, and the Goths fupported, with 
reludtance, the indignity of a female reign 
Govern- The birth of Amalafontba,'^ the regent and 
ment and Queen of Italy united the two moft illuftrious 

Amaia- families of the Barbariansi Her mother, the filler 
fontha, of Clovis, was defcended from the long-haired 
° kings of the Mero'vimim't^x.e “ ; and the regal 
A- D- fueceid®n of the AJaiwfewlisillluft rated in the ele- 
5as!— 534- gentiattorfi hf he#Ather, the great Theo- 

doric, whofe m«^t Tofifliti have ennobled a pie- 
beian origin. ' The fex of his daughter excluded 
her ftomJihe Gothic throne ; but his vigilant ten- 
dernefs for his family and his people difcovered 
the laft heir of the royal line, whofe anOeftors 
had taken refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate 
Eutharic was fuddenly exalted to the rank of a 
conful and a prince.' He enjoyed only a fliort 
time the charms of Amalafontha,’and the hopes* 
®f die fucceffion ; and his widow, after the death 


Compare the different paffages of Procopius (Vandal. L 11 , c. 5* 
Gothic, I. i. c. 3.). 

For the reign and charadler of Amalafontha, fee Procopius (Gothic, 
c. a, 3» 4. and Anecdot. c. 16. with the Notes of Alemannus)^ Caf- 
liodorius (Var. viii, ix. x. and xi. i.), and Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis, 
c*59. and De SuccelKone Regnorum, in Muratori> tom. i. p. 241 *}, 
The marriage of Theodoric with Audeieda> the lifter of Clovis, 
may be placed in the year 495, foon after the conqueft of Italy (de Buat. 
Hift."def. Peuples, tom. ix. p. ^13.). The nuptials of Eutharic and 
Amalafontha were cdebrated in 515 {Caftiodor. in Chron, p*453*)- 
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of her laufband and father was left the guardian c 
of her fon Athalaric, and the kingdom of Italy, 
At the age of abouttwenty-eighty ears, the endow- 
ments of her mind andperfon had attained their 
perfect maturity. Her beauty, which, in the ap- 
prehenlion of Theodora herfelf, might have dif- 
puted the conquell of an emperor, was animated 
by manly fenfe, adlivity, and refolution. Edu- 
cation and experience had cultivated her talentsj 
her philofophic lludies were exempt from vanity; 
and, though the expreffed herfelf with equal ele- 
gance and eafe in the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Gothic tongue, the daughter of Theodoric main- 
tained in her counfels a difcreet and impene- 
trable filence. By a faithful imitation of the 
virtues fire revived the profperity of his reign : 
while fhe ftrove, with pious care, to expiate the 
faults, and to obliterate the darker memory of 
his declining age. The children of Boethius 
and Symmachus were reftored to their paternal 
inheritance : her extreme lenity never confented 
to inflift any corporal or pecuniary penalties on 
her Roman fubjedls; and fhe generoufly def- 
pifed the clamours of the Goths, who, at the end 
of forty years, flill confidered the people of Italy 
as their flaves or* fheir enemies. Her falutary 
meafures were diredled by the wifdom, and cele- 
brated by the eloquence, of Calliodorius ; fhe fo- 
licited and deferved the friendfhip of the Empe- 
ror ; and the kingdoms of Europe refpedted, both 
in peace and war, the majefty of the Gothic 
throne. But the future happinefe of the Queen 
and of Italy depended on the education of her 
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CHAP, who was deftined, by his birth, to fupport the 
2tLi. ^ different and almoft incompatible chara^ers of 
'' the chief of a Barbarian camp, andthe firft magif- 
trate of a civilized nation. From the age of ten 
years’'^, Athalaric was diligently inftru6led in the 
arts and fciences, either ufeful or ornamental for 
a Roman prince: and three venerable Goths 
were chofen to inftil the principles of honour 
and virtue into the mind of their young king. But 
the pupil who is infenfible of the' benefits, muft 
abhor the feftraints, of education ; and the foli- 
citude of the Queen, which affeaion rendered 
anxious and fevere, offended the untrafitable na- 
ture of her fon and his fubjedls. On a fblemn 
fdftival, when 'the Goths were affembled in the 
palace of Ravenna, the royal youth efcaped from 
his mother’s apartment, and, with tears of pride 
and anger, complained of a blow which his ftub- 
born difobedience had provoked her to infii6l. 
The Barbarians refented the indignity which had 
been offered to their king ; accufed the regent 
of confp&ing againft his life and crown ; and 
imperioufly demanded that the grandfon of 
Theodoric fhould be refcued from the daftardly 
difcipline of women and pedants, and edu- 
cated, like a valiant Goth, in the fociety of his 
equals, and the glorious ignorance of his an- 
ceftors. To this rude clamour, importunateljr 
« 'urged as the voice of the nation, Amalafbntha 
was compelled to yield her reafon, and the 

54 At the of Theodoric, his grandfon Athalaric is defcribed by 
Procopius as a boy about eight years old — oxto ysyows sth. Caffio- 
dorius, -with’ authority and reafon, adds tivo years to his age-r-infan- 
tulum.adhuc vis decramem. 

■ . deareft 
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deareft wiflies of her heart. The King of Italy C li A P. 
was abandoned to wine, to women, and to ruftic 
iports ; and the indifcreet contempt of the un- 
grateful youth, betrayed the mifchievous defigns 
of bis favourites and her enemies. Encompatfed 
with domeftic foes, flie entered into a fecret nego- 
tiation with the Emperor Jullinian ; obtained the 
affuranceof a friendly reception, and liad adlually 
depofited at Dyrachium in Epirus, a trealure of 
forty thoulknd pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and fafety, if flie had 
calmly retired from barbarous fadlion, to the 
peace and fplendour of Conllantinople. But the 
mind of Amalal'ontha was inflamed by ambition 
and revenge ; and while her fliips lay at anchor 
in the port, flie waited for the fuccefs of a crime 
which her paffions excufed or applauded as an 
adt of j uftice. Three of the moft dangerous male- 
contents had been feparately removed, under the 
pretence of trull and command, to the frontiers 
of Italy ; they were affallinated by hefr private 
emiflaries ; and the blood of thefe noble Goths 
rendered the Queen-mother abfolute in the court ■ 
of Ravenna, and juftly odious to a free people. 

But if flie had lamented the diforders of her ibn, 
flie foon wept his irreparable lofs ; and the death 
of Athalaric, who, at the age of fixteen, was con- 
fumed by premature intemperance, left her def- 
titute of any firm fupport or legal authority. 

Inllead of fubraitting to the laws 6f her country, 
which held as a fundamental maxim, that the 
fucceffion could never pafs from the lance to the 
diftalf, the daughter of Theodoric conceived the 
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CHAP. impi'a6fcica'ble defign of fharing, _ 

xll. couflns, the regal tide, and of refervi g 
— own hands ‘he fnhft-e of ^ 



atteaed ffrautuae ^ nuu. 

announMd to the fenate and 

Amalafontha and Theodatus had afcended the 

tone of Italy. His birth (for his mother was 

the filler of Theodoric) might confidered 

an imperfea title ; and the choice of Amalafontha 

was more flrongly direaed by 

his avarice and pufillanimity, which had deprived 

him of the love of the Italians, and the efteem of 

the barbarians. But Theodatus was e^afperated 

by the contempt which he deferved: ^er juftice 

hLrepreffed and reproached theoppreffion which 

he exercifed againft his Tufcan neighbouis^; and 
the principal Goths, united by common guilt 
and LentLnt, confpired to inftigate his flow 

Her exile and timid difpofitiou. The letters of 

and death, , j j. fcarcely dlfpatched before the Quee 

fpS-r o ntaty was imprlLed in a fmall tod of the 
lake of Bolfena^S where, after a Ihort confine- 
ment, fhe was firangled in the bath, by t e 
order, or with the connivance, of the new King, 
who inftruaed his turbulent fubjeas to Ihed the 
blood of their fovereigns. 

S'. The lake, from the neighbouring towns of 
either Vuffinienfis (now of Bolfena) or Tarquimenfis. 

S white rocks, U ftorad with fiih and J“ujer 

^moderns! YeJ fince PUny, the ifland may have been fixed by new 
andgrad,alf«cceffions. Juftiniaii 
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Juftinian beheld with joy the diffenfions of the c H A P. 
Goths y and the mediation of an ally concealed . ■ 

and promoted the ambitious views of the conque- BeHfanus 
ror. His ambafladors, in their public audience, 
demanded the fortrefs of Lilybseum, ten barba- dues Sicily, 
rian fugitives, and a juft compenfation for the 
pillage of a fmall town on the Illyrian borders ; 
but they fecretly negotiated with Theodatus to 
betray the province of Tufcany, and tempted 
Amalafontha to extricate herfelf from danger and 
perplexity, by a free furrender of the kingdom 
of Italy. A falie and fervile epiftle was fubfcribed 
by the reludlant hand of the captive Queen : but 
the confeffion of the Roman fenators, who were 
fent to Conftantinople, revealed the truth of her 
deplorable fituation ; and Juftinian, by the voice 
of a new ambaffador, moft powerfully interceded 
for her life and liberty. Yet the fecret inftruc- 
tions of the fame minifter were adapted to fcrve 
the cruel jealoufy of Theodora, who dreaded 
the prefence and fuperior charms of a rival : he 
prompted, with artful and ambiguous hints, the 
execution of a ci’ime fo ufeful to the Romans ** ; 
received the intelligence of her death with grief 
and indignation, and denounced, in his mafter’s. 
name, immortal war againft the perfidious afraffin. 

In Italy, as well as in Africa, the guilt of an 
ufurper appeared to juftify the arms of Juftinian ; 
but the forceswhich he prepared, were infufficient 

Yet Procopius difcredits his own evidence (Anecdot. c. 1 6.), hy con- 
fefiing that in his public hiftory he had not fpoken the truth. Seethe 
Epiilles from C 2 ueen Gundelina to the Emprefs Theodora (Var, x. ^09 
‘21. 23. and obferve a fufpicious word, de ilia perfona, ^tc.) w*th the ela- 
i?orate Commentary of By at (tom. x. p. 177 — 185.). 

P ^ . 
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for the fuhverfion. of a mighty kingdom, if their 
feeble numbers had not been multiplied by the 
name, the fpirit, and the conduct of an hero. 
A chofen troop of guards, who ferved on horfe- 
back, and were armed with lances and bucklers, 
attended the perfon of Belifarius: his cavalry 
was compofed of two hundred Huns, three hun.* 
dred Moors, and four thoufand confederates, and 
the infantry conlifled only of three thoufand 
Ifaurians. Steering the fame courfe as in his 
former expedition, the Roman conful call anchor 
before Catana in Sicily, to furvey the flrength 
of the ifland, and to decide whether he fliould 
attempt the conqueft, or peaceably purfue his 
voyage for the African coaft. He found a fruit- 
ful land and a friendly people. Notwithftanding 
the decay of agriculture, Sicily ftili fupplied the 
granaries of Rome ; the farmers were gracioufly 
exempted from the oppreffion of military quar- 
ters ; and the Goths, who trufted the defence of 
the illand to the inhabitants, had fome reafon to 
complain, that their confidence was ungratefully 
betrayed: Inftead of foliciting and expecting the 
aid of the King of Italy, they yielded to the firll 
fummons a cheerful obedience: andthis province, 
the firft fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after 
a long feparation, united to the Roman empire'^. 
The Gothic garrifon of Palermo, which alone at- 
tempted to refill, was reduced, after a fliort fiege, 
by a Angular flratagem. Belifarius introduced his 

For the conqiieft of Sicily, compare the narrative of Procopius with 
the complaints of Totila (Gothic. I. i. c. 5. L iii. c- 16.). The Gothic 
Queen had lately relieved that thanklefs iHand (Var. ix. io> ix#}. 
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fl^ips into the deepefl recefs of the harbour ; c H A p. 
their boats were laborioufly hoifted with ropes . . 

and pullies to the top-maft head, and he filled 
them with archers, who, from that fuperior 
ftation, commanded the ramparts of the city. 

After this ealy, though fuccefsful campaign, the 
conqueror entered Syracufe in triumph, at the 
head of his vidlorious bands, diftributing gold 
medals to the people, on the day which fo glori- 
oufly terminated the year of the confullhip. He 
paffed the winter-feafon in the palace of ancient 
kings amidll the ruins of a Grecian colony, 
which once extended to a circumference of two 
and twenty miles ; but in the fpring, about the 
fellival of Eafter, the profecution of his defigns 
was interrupted by a dangerous revolt of the 
African forces. Carthage was faved by the pre- 
fence of Belifarius, who fuddenly landed with 
a thoufand guards. Two thoufand foldiers of 
doubtful faith returned to the ftandard of their 
old commander : and he marched, without hefi- 
tation, above fifty miles, to feeic an enemy, 
whom he atfe6led to pity and defpife. Eight 
thoufand rebels trembled at his approach ; they 
were routed at the iirll onfet, by the dexterity 
of their matter : and this ignoble victory wmuld 
have reftored the peace of Africa, if the con- 
queror had not been hattily recalled to Sicily, 
to appeafe a fedition which was kindled during 

The ancient magnitude and fplendour of the five quarters of Syra* 
cafe, are delineated by Cicero (in Verremj adlioii. h iv. 0*52, 53.), 

Strabo ( 1 . vi. p, 4x5.)? and D' Orville Sicula (tom. in p. 1 74 — zoa.). The 
new city reftored by Auguftus, fimink towards the Hland. 
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liis abfence in his own cainp Di&ixler and 
difobedience were the common malady of the 
times: the genius to command, and the virtue 
to obey, refided only in the mind of Belifarius, 
Although Theodatus defcended from a race of 
heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averfe to 
the dangers, of war. Although he had ftiidied 
the writings of Plato and Tuliy, philofophy was 
incapable of purifying his mind from tl^ bafefl 
paffions, avarice and fear. He had purchafed a 
fceptre by ingratitude and murder : at the firfl 
menace of an enemy, he degraded his, own ma- 
jefty, and that of a nation, which already dii- 
dained their unworthy fovereign. Aftonifhed 
by the recent example of Gelimer, he faw him- 
felf dragged in chains through the ftreets of Con- 
flantinople : the terrors which Belifarius infpired, 
were heightened by the eloquence of Peter, the 
Byzantine ambaffador ; and that bold and fubtle 
advocate perfiiaded him to fign a treaty, too 
iamominious to become the foundation of a laft- 
ing peace. It was ftipulated, that in the accla- 
mations of the Eoman people, the name of the 
Emperor^ fhould be always proclaimed before 
that of the Gothic King ; and that as often as 
the ftatue of Theodatus was ere6ted in brafs or 
marble, the divine image of Juftinian fliould be 
placed on its right hand. Inftead of conferring, 
the King of Italy was reduced to folicit, the 


Procopius (Vandal. 1 . 11 . c. I 4 > 15.) lo clearly relates the return of 
Belifarius into Sicily ^p. 146. edit. Hoefchelii), that I am aftonifhed at 
the ftrange mifapprehenfion and reproaches of A learned critic (Oeuvres 
de la Mothe le Vayer, tom. viii. p. 16 a? 163.}. 
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lionours of the fenate; and the confent of the C 
Emperor was made indifpenfable before he could 
execute, againft aprieft or fenator, the fentence 
either of death or confifcation. The feeble mo- 
narch refigned the poffeffion of Sicily ; offered, 
as the annual mark of his dependence, a crown 
of gold, of the weight of three hundred pounds ; 
and promifed to fupply, at the requifition of his 
fovereign, three thou&nd Gothic auxiliaries for 
the fervice of the Empire. Satisfied with thefe 
extraordinary conceffions, the fuccelsful agent 
of Juftinian haftened his journey to Conftanti- 
nople ; but no fooner had he reached the Alban 
villa than he was recalled by the anxiety of 
Theodatus ; and the dialogue which paffed be- 
tween the King and the ambafifador deferves to 
be reprefented in its original fimplicity. “ Are 
“ you of opinion that the Emperor will ra- 
tify this treaty ? P(?r/i«ps. If he refufes, 

“ what confequence will ehfue ? War. Will 
fuch a war be juft or reafonable ? Moji af- 
“ furedly : every one Jliould ad according to Ms 
char ader. What is your meaning ? You are 
“ a philofopher — Jtyimian is Emperor of the Ro- 
“ mans : it would ill become the difciple of Plato 
“ to fied the blood of thoifands in his private 
“ quarrel: thejucceffor of Auguf us fiould vin- 
“ dicate his rights, and recover by arms the an- 
“ dent provinces of his empire.” This reafon- 

^ The ancient Alba was ruined in the firfl: age of Rome. On the 
fame fpotj or at leaf!: in the neighbourhood, fuccefiively arofe, i. The 
villa of Pompey, &c. a. A camp of the Praetorian cohorts. 3. The 
modern epifcopal city of Albanum or Albano (Procop. Goth. 1 . ii. c, 4. 
^^luver. Ital. Antiq. tom.ii. p. 914O* 
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the remainder of his days in the innocent plea- 
fures ofphilofophy andagricultui’e. Both treaties 
were entrufted to the hands of the ambaflador, 
on the frail fecurity of an oath not to produce 
the fecond till the firft had been pofitively re- 
jedled. The event may be eafily forefeen : Juf. 
tinian required and accepted the abdication of 
the Gothic King. His indefa%^^ agent re, 
turned from Cpnflantinople to Ravenna, with 
.ample inftru<Stions j and a fair epillle, which 
praifed-the wifdom and generofity of the royal 
philofopher, granted his penfion, with the af- 
furance of fuch honours, as a fubjedl and a 
catholic might enjoy; and wifely referred the 
final execution of the treaty, to the prefence and 
authority of Belihirius. But in tlie interval of 
fufpenfe, two Roman generals, who' had entered 
the province of Dalmatia, were defeated and 
llain by the Gothic troops. From blind and 
abjedl dffpair, Theodatus capricibufly rofe to 
groundlefs and fatal prefumption and dared 
to receive, with- menace and contempt, the am- 
ballador of Juftiuian ; who claimed his promife 

■ A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce— Afrlcicaptil mundus 
^mnatopenbur afentence of portentous 

which has been pnbliihed in unknown charadlers by OpfoDasus an prRtni 

of th e ora cles. The Pere_Maltret haspromifedacommentar^; but all 
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folicited the allegiance of his fubje6ls, and boldly CHAP, 
afferted the inviolable privilege of his own cha- , . 

ra6ler. The march of Belifarius difpelled this 
vifionary pride ; and as the firft campaign®’’ was 
employed in the redu6lion of Sicily, the invafion 
of Italy is applied by Procopius to the fecond 
year of the Gothic war 

After Belifarius had left fufficient garrifons in BeiiAnm 
Palermo and Syracufe, he embarked his troops 
at Meffina, and landed them, without refiftance, reduces 
on the oppofite fhores of Rhegium. ^ A Gothic 
prince, who had married the daughter of Theo- 
datus, was Rationed with an army to guard the 
entrance of Italy ; but he imitated, without fcru- 
ple, the example of a fovereign, faithlefs to his 
public and private duties. The perfidious Eber- 
mor deferted with his followers to the Roman 
camp, and was diftniffed to enjoy the fervile ho- 
nours of the %zant.ine court®*. Prom Rhegium 
to Naples, the fleet and army of Belifarius, al- 
moft always in view of each other, advanced near 
three’ hundred miles along the fea-coaft. The 
people of Bruttium, Lucania, and Campania, who 

In his chronology imitated in feme degree from Thucydides, Pro- 
copius begins each fpring the years of Juftinian and of the Gothic war; 
and his firft sera coincides with the firft of April 535, and not 536, ac- 
cording to the Annals of Baronins (Pagi Grit., tom. ii. p. ,555 . who is 
followed by Muratori and the editors of Sigoniusj. Yet in fome paf- 
fages we are at a lofs to reconcile the dates of Procopius with himfelf, 
and with the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

The feries of the firft Gothic war is reprefented by Procopius (hi, 
c. 5 — 29, L ih c. I — 30. h iii. c. i.) till the captivity of Vitiges, With 
the aid of Sigonius (Opp. tom. i. de Imp. Occident, 2 . xvii. xviii.) and 
Muratori (Annali Bltalia, tom. v.), I have gleaned fome few additional 
faefts. , . , 

Jornaiides, de Rebus Geticis, c. 60. p. 70^* edit. Grot, and tom. u 
p. aai. Muratori, de Succefs. Regm p. »4i. 

I « ; ■ abhorred 
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CHAP, abhorred the name and religion of the Goths, em- 

, , braced the fpeciousexcufe, that theirruined walls 

were incapable of defence ; the foldiers paid a 
juft equivalent for a plentiful market ; and curio- 
lity alone interrupted the peaceful occupations 
of the hulbandman or artificer. Naples, which 
has fwelled to a great and populous capital, long 
cheriflied the language and manners of a Gre- 
cian colony ** ; and the choice of Virgil had en- 
nobled this elegant retreat, which attra6led the 
lovers of repofe and ftudy, from the noife, the 
fmoke, and the laborious opulence of Rom e"% 
As foon as the place was invefted by fea and 
land, Belifarius gave audience to the deputies of 
the pwple, whb exhorted him to difregard a con- 
queft hhworthy of his arms, to feek the Gothic 
'King in a field of battle, and, after his vi<ftory, to 
claim, as the fovereign of Rome, the allegiance 
'of the dependent cities. “ When I treat with 
•“ my enemies,” replied the Roman chief, with 
an haughty fmile, “ I am more accuftomed to 
“ give than to receive counfel : but I hold in one 
“ hand inevitable ruin, and, in the other, peace 
“ and freedom, fuch as Sicily now enjoys.” The 
impatience of delay urged him to grant the moft 

^5 ;N’erd (fays T acitus/Annal. xv. 35 .) Neapolim quafi Grsecam urbem 
’ delegit. One huttdred'and fifty years afterwards, in the time of Septi- 
‘'mins' Severus, the EeUentfm of the Neapolitans is praifed by PhlIof-» 
tratus: EXXiive? mi asthcoi, o0£y xai cntuhc&i Xoyaiy EAXnvixoi sicr* 
^Icon. 1 . i. p. ^63. edit. Olear.)* 

The otium of Naples is praifed by the Roman poet% by Virgil, 
Horace, Silius Italicus, and Statius (Cluver. Ital. Ant. 1 . iv. p. 1 149, 
1150.). In an elegant epiftle (Sylv. 1 . iii. 5. p. 94 —98. edit. Markland), 
Statius undertakes the difiicult talk of drawing his wife from the plea- 
fures of Rome to that calm retreat. 


liberal 
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liberal terms ; his honour fecured their perform- chap. 
ance : but NapleAwas divided into two faftions ; 
and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their 
orators, who, with much ipirit and fome truth, 
reprefented to the multitude, that the Goths 
would puniih their defeiStion, and that Belifarius 
himfelf muft efteem their loyalty and valour. 

Their deliberations, however, were not perfectly 
free ; the city was commanded by eight hundred 
barbarians, whofe . wives and children were de-' 
tained at Ravenna as the pledge of tlieir fidelity ; 
and even tlie Jews, who were rich and numerous, 
refitted, with defperatc enthufiafin, the into- 
lerant laws of Jullinian. In a much later pe- 
riod, the circumference of Naples®^ meafured 
only two thoufand three hundred and fixty-three 
paces®; the fortifications were defended, by pre- 
cipices or the fea ; when the aqiiedudls were in- 
tercepted, a fupply of water might be drawn from 
wells and fountains ; and the flock of provifions 
was fufficient to confume the patience of the be- 
fiegers. At the end of twenty days, that of Beli- 
farius was almoft exhaufted, and he had recon- 
ciled himfelf to the difgrace of abandoning the 
fiege, that he might march, before the v.^inter 
fealbn, againft Rome and the Gothic King. But 

^7 This meafure was taken by Roger I. after the conqueft of Naples 
(A. D. ii39)> which he made the capital of his new kingdom (Gizn- 
none, Iftoria Civile, tom.ii, p. i69.)- That city, the third in Chriftiah 
Europe, is now at leaft twelve miles in circumference (Jul. Csefar Ca- 
paccii Hift. Neapol, hi. p, 47.) and contains more inhabitants (350,000) 
in a given fpace, than any other fpot in the known world* 

^ Not geometrical, but common, paces or fteps, of a a French inches 
(D’Anville, Mefures Itineraires, p. 7, 8.): the ^363 do not make an 
Englilh mile. ‘ 

' ’ Ifis 
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c H A p. his anxiety was relieved by the bold curiofity of 
. an Ifaurian, who explored the dry channel of an 

aquedufifc, and fecretly reported, that a paffage 
might be perforated to introduce a file of armed 
foldiers into the heart of the city. Whenthe woi’k 
had been filently executed, the humane general 
rifked the difcovery of his fecret, by a laft and 
fruitlefs admonition of the impending danger. 
In the darknefs of the night, four hundred Ro- 
mans entered the a,quedu6l, railed themfelves 
by a rope, which they faftened to an olive tree, 
into the houfe or garden of a folitary matron, 
founded their trumpets, furprifed the centinels, 
and gave admittance to their companions, who 
on all fides fcaled the walls, and' burft open the 
gates of the city. Every crime which is punifh- 
ed by focial juflice, was pradlifed as the rights 
of war ; the Huns were dillinguiflied by cruelty 
and facrilege, and Belifarius alone appeared in 
the ftreets and churches of Naples, to moderate 
the calamities which he predicted. “ The gold 
“ and filver,” he repeatedly exclaimed, “are the 
“ jull rewards of your valour. But fpare the in- 
“ habitants, they are Chriflians, they are fuppli- 
“ ants, they are now your fellow-fubjedts. Re- 

ftore the children to their parents, the wives 
“ to their hufbands ; and fhew them by your ge- 
“ nerolity, of what friends they have obftinately 
« deprived themfelves.” The city was faved 
by the virtue and authority of its conqueror % 

^ Belifarius was reproved by Pope Silverius for the maffacre. He 
repeopled Naples, and imported colonies of African captives into Sicily, 
Calabria, and Apulia (Hift. MifcelL 1. xvi* in Muratori? tom* i. p. io6, 
J07.> 
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and when the Neapolitans returned to their c H A P. 
houfes, they found fome confolation in the fecret 
enjoyment of their hidden treafures. The barba- 
rian garrifbn enlifted in the fervice of the Empe- 
ror ; Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the 
odious prefence of the Goths, acknowledged his 
dominion j and the tulks of the Calydonian 
boar, which were ftill Ihewn at Beneventum, 
are curioufly defcribed by the hiftorian of Be- 
lifarius’°. 

The faithful foldiers and citizens of Naples had Vitiges, 
expe<3;ed their deliverance from a prince, who ^"®°^ 
remained the inafitive and almoft indifferent fpec- A. D. 536. 
tator of their ruin. Theodatus fecured his perfon ~ 
within the walls of Rome, while his cavalry ad- * 
vanced forty miles on the Appian way, and en- 
camped in the Pomptine marflies ; which,- by a 
canal of nineteen miles in length, had been 
recently drained and converted into excellent 
pallures’'. But the principalforces of the Goths 
were difperfed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ; , 
and the feeble mind of their King was confound- 
ed by the unfuccefsful event of a divination, 
which feemed to prefage the downfall of his em- 

Beneventum was built by Diomede, tbe nephew of Meleager (CIu- 
ver. tom. ii, p. 1195, 1196.). The Calydonian hunt is a picSlure of 
favage life (Ovid, Metamorph. L viii.). Thirty or forty heroes were 
leagued againfl: a hog : the brutes (not the hog) quarrelled with a lady’ 
for the head. 

The Decennonjium is ftrangely confounded by Cluvierius (tom. iL 
^.1007.) with the river Ufens. It was in truth a canal of nineteen 
miles, from Forum Appii to Terracina, on which Horace embarked in 
the night. The Decennovium which is mentioned by Lucan, Dion Caf- 
fius, and Caffiodorius, has been fufficiently ruined, reftored, and obli- 
terated (D^Anviliej Analyfe de Fitalie, p. iSj? &c.). 

pire» 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


pire’*. The moft abjeiSt flaves have arraigned 
the guilt or weaknefs of an unfortunate mafter. 
The charafiler of Theodatus was rigoroufly fcruti- 
nized by a free and idle camp of barbarians, con- 
cious of their privilege and power : he was de- 
clai’ed unworthy of his race, his nation, and his 
throne ; and their general Vitiges, whofe valour 
had been fignalized in the Illyrian war, was 
raifed with unanimous applaufe on the bucklers of 
his companions. On the firfl I'umour, the abdi- 
cated monarch fled from the jullice of his coun- 
try ; but he was purfued by private revenge. A 
Goth whom he had injured in his love, overtook 
Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and, regardlefs 
of his unmanly cries, flaughtered him, as he lay 
proftrate on the ground, like a vi6lim (fays the 
hiflorian) at the foot of the altar. The choice of 
the people is the bell and pureft title to reign 
over them : yet fuch is the prejudice of every 
age, that Vitiges impatiently wiflied to return to 
Ravenna, where he might feize, with the reluc- 
tant hand of the daughter of Amalafontha, fome 
faint fliadow of hereditary right. A national 
council was immediately held, and the new mo- 
narch reconciled the impatient fpirit of the bar- 
barians, to a meafure of difgrace, which the' mif- 
condu6l of his predeceflbr rendered wife and 
indifpenfable. The Goths confented to retreat 

A JfW gratified his contempt and hatred for all the Chriftians, by 
dnclofing- three bandsjcach of ten hogs, and difcriminated by the names 
of Goths, » Greeks, and Romans. Of the firft, almoft all were found 
dead— almoft all the fecond were alive — of the third, half died, and 
/the refi: loll their brifiles. No imfuitablc emblem of the event. 
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in the prefence of a vifilorious enemy j to delay c h a p. 
till the next j^ring the operations of offenfive 
war ; to fummon their fcattered forces ; to relin- 
quilh their diftant poffeffions, and to truft even 
Rome itfelf to the faith of its inhabitants. Leu- 
deris, an aged warrior, was left in the capital 
with four thoufand foldiers ; a feeble garrifon, 
which might have feconded the zeal, though it 
was incapable of oppofing the wifhes, of the Ro- 
mans. But a momentary enthufiafm of religion 
and patriotifm was kindled in their minds. They 
furioufly exclaimed, that the apoftolic throne 
Ihould no longer be profaned by the triumph or 
toleration of Arianifm ; that the tombs of the 
Cmfars Ihould no longer be trampled by the 
flivages of the north; and, without refleiSling, 
that Italy muft link into a province of Conftan- 
tinople, they fondly hailed the relloration of a 
Roman emperor as a new aera of/reedora and 
profperity. The deputies of the pope and cl ergy, 
of the fenate and people, invited the lieutenant 
of Juftinian to accept their voluntary allegiance, 
and to enter the city, whofe gates would be 
thrown open for his reception. As foon as Beli- 
farius had fortified his rrew conquells, Naples 
and Cumse, he advanced about twenty miles to 
the banks of the Vulturnus, contemplated the 
decayed grandeur of Capua, and halted at the 
feparation of the Latin and Appian ways. The 
work of the cenfor, after the incelfant ufe of nine 
centuries, flill preferved its primaeval beauty, 
and not a flaw could be difcovered in the large ' 
polillied ftones, of which that folid, though nar- 
row 
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row road, was fo firmly compa6l;ed Belifarius, 
however, preferred the Latin way, which, at a 
diftance from the fea and maidhes, ikirted in a 
Ipace of one hundred and twenty miles along the 
foot of the mountains. His enemies had difap- 
peared: when he made his entrance through the 
Afinarian gate, the garrifon departed without 
moleftation along the Flaminian way ; and the 
city, after fixty years fervitude, was delivered 
from the yoke of the barbarians. Leuderis alone, 
from a motive of pride or difcontent, refufed to 
accompany the fugitives ; and the Gothic chief, 
himfelf a trophy of the vi6lory, was fent with the 
keys of Rome to the throne of the Emperor 
Juftinian”. 

The firft days, which coincided with the old 
Saturnalia, were devoted to mutual congratula« 
tion and the public joy ; and the Catholics pre- 
pared to celebrate, without a rival, the approach- 
ing feflival of the nativity of ChrilL In the 
familiar converfation of an hero, the Romans ac- 
quired fome notion of the virtues which hiftory 
afcribed to their anceftors ; they were edified by 
the apparent refpe6t; of Belifarius for the fuccelfor 

73 Bergier (Hiift. des Grands Chemms des Remains, tom. i. p. — 
fia 8 . 440 — 444.) examines the ftnnSlure and materials, while D’Anville 
(Analyfe D’ltalie, p. aoo — -a 13.) defines the geographical line. 

7 *^ Of the firft recovery of Rome, thejear (536) is certain, fr^ the 
feries of events, rather than from the corrupt, or interpolated, text of 
Procopius: the month (December) is afeertained by Evagrius ( 1 . iv. 
c. 19.); and the tenth') may be admitted on the flight evidence 

of Nicephorus Callifthus ( 1 . xvii. c. 13.). For this accurate chronology, 
we are indebted to the diligence and judgment of Pagi (tom. ii. p. 559, 
560.x ^ 
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of St. Peter, and his rigid difcipline fecured in c n A p 
the midft of war the bleffings of tranquillity and , 
juftice. They applauded the rapid fuccefsof his 
arms, which overran the adjacent country, as far 
as Narni, Perufia, and Spoleto ; but they trem- 
bled, the fenate, the clergy, and the unwarlike 
people, as foon as they underltood, that he had 
refolved, and would fpeedily be reduced, to fuf- 
tain a fiege againft the powers of the Gothic mo- 
narchy. The deligns of Vitiges were executed, 
during the winter feafon, with diligence and 
effe6l. Promtheir rullic habitations, from their 
diftant garrifons, the Goths aflembled at Raven- 
na for the defence of their country; and fuch 
were their numbers, 'tiiat after an army had been 
detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hundred 
and fifty thoufand fighting men inarched under 
the royal ftandard. According to the degrees of 
rank or merit, the Gothic King diftributed arms 
and horfes, rich gifts, and liberal promifes : he 
moved along the Flaminian way, declined the 
ufelefs fieges of Perufia and Spoleto, refpedled 
the impregnable rock of Narni, and arrived with- 
in two miles of Rome at the foot of the Milvian 
bridge. The narrow pafiage was fortified with a 
tower, and Belifarius had computed the value of 
the twenty days, which mufl be lofl in the con- 
ftru6^on of another bridge. But the confleiv 
nation of the foldiers of the tower, who either fled 
or deferted, difappointed his hopes and betrayed 
his perfon into the mofl imminent danger. At 
the head of one thoufand horfe, the Roman ge- 
neral fallied from the Flamihian gate to mark the 
VOL. vjT. 0 ground 
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. ground of an advantageous pofition, and to fuiv 
vey the camp of the barbarians ; but while he ftill 
believed them on the other fide of the Tyber, he 
was luddenly encompafled and afiTaulted by their 
innumerable fquadrons. The fate of Italy de- 
pended on his life ; and the deferters pointed to 
the confpicuous horfe, a bay”, with a white face, 
which he rode on that memorable day. “ Aim 
“ at the bay horfe,” was the univerfal cry. 
Every bow was bent, every javelin was directed, 
againll that fatal obje 6 l, and the command was 
repeated and obeyed by thoufands who w^ere ig- 
norant of its real motive. The bolder Barbarians 
advanced to the more honourable combat of 
fwords and fpears ; and the praife of an enemy 
has graced the fall of Vifandus, the ftandard- 
bearer’'', who maintained his foremoll llation, 
till he was pierced with thirteen wounds, per- 
haps by the hand of Belifarius himfelf. The Ro- 
man general was llrong, aiSlive, and dextrous : 
on every fide he difcharged his weighty and mor- 
tal llrokes : his faithful guards imitated his va- 
lour, aird defended his perfon ; and the Goths, 
after the lofs of a thoufand men, fled before the 
arras of an hero. They were ralhly purfued to 
their camp ; and the Romans opprefiTed by raid- 

An horfe of a bay or red colour was ftyled by the Greeks, 
balan by the Barbarians, and fpadix by the Romans. Honefli ipadices, 
fays Virgil (Georgic. Liii, 7 a. with the Obfervations of Martin and 
Heyne). or /Satov, lignifies a branch of the palm-tree, whofe 

name, <pom^t is fynonymous to red ( Aulus Gellius, ii. a6.)- 

I interpret not as a proper name, but an office, ftan- 

dardbearer, brom handum (vexillum), a Barbaric word adopted by the 
Greeks and Romans (Paul Diacon. 1 . i. c. p. 760. Grot. Nomina 
Gothica, p. 575. Ducange, GlofT. Latin, tom.i. p« 539? 54 o 0 ' 

. 10 titudes. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 




1 

! 


Mf 

titudes, made a gradual, and at length a preci- c H A P. 
pitate retreat to the gates of the city; the gates , . 

wei’e ihut againft the fugitives ; and the public 
terror was increafed, by the report, that Belifarius 
was ilain. His countenance was indeed dish- 
gured by fweat, dull, and blood ; his voice was 
hoarfe, his ilrength was almoft exhauffced; but 
his unconquerable fpirit ftill remained ; he im* 
parted that fpirit to his defponding companions ; 
and their laft defperate charge was felt by the fly- 
ing Barbarians, as if a new army, vigorous and en- 
tire, had been poured from the city. The Fla- Valour of 
minian gate was thi’own open to a real triumph ; 
but it was not before Belifarius had vifited every 
poll, and provided for the public fafety, that he 
could be perfuaded by his wife and friends, to 
tafte the needful refrefliments of food andlleep. 

In the more improved flate of the art of war, a 
general is feldom required or even permitted to 
diiplay the perfonal prowefs of a foldier ; and 
the example of Belifarius may be added to the 
rare examples of Henry IV. of Pyrrhus, and of 
Alexander. 

After this firft and unfuccefsful trial of their His de- 
enemies, the whole army of the Goths palled the 
Tyber, and formed the liege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the fevere com- 
pafspf the geographer define the circumference 
of Rome within a line of twelve miles and three 
hundred and forty-five paces ; and that circum- 
ference, except in the Vatican, has invariably 
been the fame from the tnumpb of A,urelian' t6' 

Q 3 the 
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^ xij peaceful but obfcure reign of the modern 

» ‘ popes”. But in the day of her greatnefs, the 

fpace within her walls was crowded with habita- 
tions and inhabitants ; and the populous, fuburbs, 
that flretched along the public roads, were dart- 
ed like fo many rays from one common centre. 
Adverlity fwept away thefe extraneous orna- 
ments, and left naked and defolate a confiderable 
part even of the feven hills. Yet Rome in its 
prefent date could fend into the field above 
thirty thoufand males of a military age ; and, 
notwithllanding the want of difcipline and exer- 
cife, the far greater part, inured to the hardfhips 
of poverty, might be capable of bearing arms for 
the defence of their country and religion. The 
prudence of Belifarius did not neglefib this im- 
portant refource. His foldiers were relieved by 
the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched 
while they flept, and laboured while they repofed ; 
he accepted the voluntary fervice of the braved 
and mod indigent of the Roman youth ; and the 
companies of townfmen fometimesreprefented,in 
a vacant pod, the prefence of the troops which 
hadbeendrawnaway tomore eflential duties. But 
his jud confidence was placed in the veterans 

M. D^Anville has given, in the Memoirs of the Academy for the 
year 1756 (tom. XXX* p. 198 — 236.), apIanofRomeonafmallerfcale, 
but far more accurate than that which he had delineated in 1738 for 
Rollings hiftory* Experience had improved his knowledge ; and in- 
Head of Rofii’s topography, he ufed the new and excellent map of . 
Kolli. Pliny’s old meafure of xiii muft be reduced to viii rnUes* It is 
eafier to alter a text, than to remove hills or buildings- 

In the year 1709, Lahat (Voyages en Italic, tom.iii. p. ai8.) 
-reckoned 138,568 Chriftian fouls, befides 8 or 10,000 Jews— without 
foTilsi— In the year 1763, the numbers exceeded i6o,ooo. 
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wlio had fought under his banner in the Perfiaii CHAP, 
and African wars ; and although that gallant , . 

band was reduced to fiv^ thoufand men, he im- 
j dertook, with fuch contemptible numbers, to de- 

I fend a circle of twelve miles, againft an army of 

one hundred and fifty thoufand Barbarians. In 
the walls of Rome, which Belifarius conllrudted 
or reftored, the materials of ancient architecture 
may be difcerned ; and the whole fortification 
was completed, except in a chafm ftill extant 
between the Pincian and Flaminian gates, which 
the prejudices of the Goths and Romans left under 
the effectual guard of St. Peter the apoftle 
The battlements or baftions were lhaped in fliarp 
angles ; a ditch, broad and deepj protected the 
foot of the rampart; and the archers on the ram-, 
part were aflifted by military engines ; the halifta^ 
a powerful crofs-bow, which darted ihort but 
mafly arrows; the oraagri, or wild afifes, which, 
on the principle of a fling, threw ftones and bul- 
= lets of an enormous fize A chain was drawn 

^ acrofs the Tyber; the arches of the aqueduCts 

were made impervious, and the mole or fepulchre 

7 ® The accurate eye of Nardim (Roma Antica> 1 . 1 . c. vlii. p. 31.) 
could diftinguilh the tumultuarie opera di Belifario. 

! The filTure and leaning in the upper part of the tvall, which Ptch 

copius obferved (Goth. 1 . i. c. 13.), is vifible to the prefent hour (Do^ 

[ nat. Roma Vetus, L L c. 17. p. 53, 54.). 

Lipfius (Opp. tom. iii. Poliorcet. 1 . iii.) was ignorant of this clear 
and confpicuous pafTage of Procopius (Goth. LL c. a I.). The engine 
was named owypoc, the wild afs, a calcitrando (Hen* Steph. Thefaut*. 

Linguae Graec. tom.ii. p. 1340, 1341. tom. Hi* p. 877*). Ihavefeen an 
I ingenious model, contrived and executed by General which 

I imitates or furpaffes the art of antiquity. 

i ft 3 ^ 
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CHAP, of Hadrian was converted, for the firft time, to 
. , the ufes of a citadel. That venerable ftrufture, 

which contained the afhes of the Antonines, was 

^ circular turret rifing from a quadrangular bafis : 
it was covered with the white marble ot Paros, 
and decoi'ated by the llatues of gods and heroes; 
and the lover of the arts muft read with a figh, 
that the works of Praxiteles or Lyfippus were 
torn from their lofty pedeftals, and hurled into 
the ditch on the heads of the befiegers To 
each of his lieutenants, Belifarius alSgned the 
defence of a gate, with the wife and peremptory 
inltruftion, that, whatever might be the alarm, 
they Ihould fleadily adhere to their refpedlive 
polls, and trull their general for the fafety of 
Rome. The formidable holl of the Goths was 
infufScient to embrace the aniple meafure of the 
city ; of the fourteen gates, feven only were in- 
veiled from the Prasnelline to the Plaminian 
way ; and Vitiges divided liis troops into fix 
camps, each of which was fortified with a ditch 
and rampart. On the Tufcan fide of the river, 
a feventh encampment was formed in the field 
or circus of the Vatican, for the important pur- 
pofe of commanding the Milvian bridge and the 

The defcription of this maufoleum, or mole, in Procopius (L u 
c. is the firft and beft. The height above the walls s? 

iSoXjjy, On NoUi’s great "plan, the fides meafure 260 Bnglifh feet* 

^3 Praxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was his own maf- 

terpiece. Rome now contains above thirty of the fame charaaen When 

the ditch of St Angelo was cleanfed under Urban VIII. the workmen 
found the fteeping Faun of the Barberini palace ; but a leg, a thigh, and 
the right arm, had been broken from that beautiful ftatue (Winkelman, 
Hift. de FArt, tom. m p. 5^^? 53* tom.iii. p. 265.). 

courfe 
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courfe of the Tyber ; but they approached with C H A P. 
devotion the adjacent church of St. Peter ; and . j 
the threfliold Uf the holy apoftles was refpefited 
during the fiege by a Chriftian enemy. In the 
ages of victory, as often as the fenate decreed 
fomediftantconqueftjtheconfuldenouncedhof- 
tilities, by unbarring, in folemn pomp, the gates 
of the temple of Janus Doineftic war now 
rendered the admonition fuperfluous, and the 
ceremony was fuperfeded by the eftablifliment 
of a new religion. But the brazen temple of 
Janus was left Handing in the forum; of a fize 
fuflRcient only to contain the ftatue of the god, 
five cubits in height, of a human form, but with 
two faces directed to the eaft and weft. The 
double gates were likewife of brafs; and afruit- 
lefs effort to turn them on their rufty hinges, re- 
vealed the fcandalous fecret, that fome Romans 
were ftill attached to the fuperftition of their 
anceftors. ’ i,. 

Eighteen days were eraplojred by the befiegers, Repuifes s 
to provide all the inftruments of attack which 
antiquity had invented. Fafcines were prepared the Goths. 


Procopius has given the belt defcription of the temple of Janus, a 
national deity of Latium (Heyne, Excurs. v* ad 1 . vii. iSneid.). It was 
once a gate in tlie pmnitive city of Romulus and Numa (Nardini, p. 13, 
S5 6 * 3 ^9.)* Virgil has defcribed the ancient rite, like a poet and an anti- 
quarian. 
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moved on wheels or rollers, and formed a fpa- 
cions platform of the level of the rampart. On 
the morning of the nineteenth day, a general at- 
tack was made from the Praenelline gate to the 
Vatican : feven Gothic columns, with their mili- 
tary engines, advanced to the aflault ; and the 
Romans who lined the ramparts, iiftened with 
doubt and anxiety to the cheerful alfnrances of 
their commander. As foon as the enemy ap- 
proached the ditch, Belifarius himfelf drew the 
hril arrow ; and fuch was his ftrength and dex- 
terity, that he transfixed the foremoft of the 
Barbarian leaders. A ftiout of applaufe and 
vidtory was re-echoed along the wall. He drewr 
a fecond arrow, and the llroke was followed with 
the fame fuccefs and the fame acclamation. The 
Roman general then gave the word, that the 
archers Ihould aim at the teams of oxen ; they 
were inftantly covered with mortal w'ounds; the 
towers w'hich they drew, remained ufelefs and 
immoveable, and a Angle moment difconcerted 
the laborious projedls of the King of the Goths. 
After this difafpointment, Vitiges ftill conti- 
nued, or feigned^ to continue the affault of the 
Salarian gfite, that he might divert the attention 
of his adverfary, while his principal forces more 
ftrenupufly attacked the Praeneftine gate and the 
fepulchre of Hadrian, at the diftance of three 
miles from each other. Near the former, the 
double walls of the Vivarium were low or 

Vmarum -was an angle in the new wall inclofed for wild beafts 
^rocopins, Goth. 1 . i. c. 23.). The fp'ot is ftill vifible in Nardini (L iv. 
C* p. *59, 160.) and Nollies great plan of Rome. 

16 broken; 
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broken; the fortifications of the latter were feebly c HAP, 
guarded: the vigour of the Goths was excited by 
the hope of victory and fpoil; and if a fingle poft " 
had given way, the Romans, and Rome itielf, 
were irrecoverably loft. This perilous day was the 
moft glorious in the life of Belifarius* Amidft tu- 
mult and difmay, the whole plan of die attack and 
defence was diftindlly prefent to his mind ; he ob- 
ferved the changes of each inftant, weighed every 
poftible advantage, tranfported his pei’fon to, the 
Icenes of danger, and communicated his fpirit in 
calm and decifive orders. The conteft was fiercely 
maintained from the morning to the OVening; the 
Goths were repulfed on allfides, and each Roman 
might boaft, that he had vanquiftied thirty Barba- 
rians, if theftrangedifproportion of numbers were 
not counterbalanced by the merit of one mao. 

Thirty thoufand Goths* according to the confel- 
fion of their owp chiefs, ,periihed in this bloody 
adtion: and the multitude of^he wounded was 
equal to that of tlie flain. When they advanced 
to the affault, their clofe difordef fuffered not a 
javelin to fall without effedl ; and as they retired, 
the populace of the city joined the purfuit, and 
flaughtered, with impunity, the backs of their fly- 
ing enemies. Belifarius inftantly fallied from the His faiiiw. 
gates; and while the foldiers chaunted his name 
and vidlory, the hoftile engines of war were re- 
duced to allies. Such was the loft and confterna- 
tion of the Goths, that, from this day, the liege 
of Rome degenerated into a tedious and indolent 
blockade; and they were incefiTantly haraffed by 
the Roman general, vrlio, in frequent Ikirmiflies,*. 

deftroyed 





the decline and fall 

CHAP deflroyed above five tlioufand of their bravefl 

. , ti'oops. Their cavalry was unprafibifed in the ufe 

of the bow; their arches ferved on foot ; and 
this divided force was incapable of contending 
with their adverfaries, whofe lances and arrows, 
at a diHance, or at hand, were alike formidable. 
The confumate Ikill of Belifarius embraced the 
favourable oppoi’tunities : and as he chofe the 
ground and the moment, as he preflTed the charge 
or founded the retreat the fquadrons which 
he detached were feldom unfuccefsful. Thefe 
partial advantages diffufed an impatient ardour 
among the foldiers and people, who began to feel 
the hardlhips of a fiege, and to difregard the 
dangers of a general engagement. Each plebeian 
conceived himfelf to be an hero, and the ’infant- 
try, who, fince the decay of difcipline, were re- 
je6led from the line of battle, afpired to the 
ancient honours of the Roman legion. Belifarius 
praifed the fpirit of his troops, condemned their 
prefumption, yielded to their clamours, and pre- 
pared the remedies of a defeat, the poffibility of 
which he alone had courage to fufpedl. In the 
quarter of the Vatican, the Romans prevailed; and 
if the irreparable moments had not been wafted 
in the pillage of the camp, they might have occu- 
pied the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic hoft. On the other 'fide of the 


For the Roman trumpet and its various notes, confult Lipfiiis> de 
Militi^ Romana (Opp. tomriil. I.iv. Dialog, x. p. 125 — 1219.). A 
mode of diftinguilhing the charge by the horfe-trumpet of folid brafs, 
and the retreat by the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood, was 
recommended by Procopius? and adopted by Belifarius (Goth. 1 . ii. 
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Tyber, Belifarius advanced from the Pincian and chap. 
Salarian gates. But his army, four thoufand fol- , , 

diers perhaps, was loft in a fpacious plain ; they 
were encompaffed and oppreffed by irefti multi- 
tudes, who continually relieved the broken ranks 
of the Barbarians. Thfe valiant leaders of the 
infantry were unlkilled to conquer ; they died : 
the retreat (an hafty retreat) was covered by the 
prudence of the general, and the victors ftarted 
back with affright from the formidable afpe 61 : of 
an armed rampart. The reputation of Belifarius 
was unfullied by a defeat ; and the ^^in confi- 
dence of the Goths was not lefs ferviceable to 
his defigns, than the repentance and modefty of 
the Roman troops. 

Prom the moment that Belifarius had deter- Diftrefecf 
mined to fuftain a fiege, his affiduous care pro- 
vided Rome ^gainft the danger of famine, more 
dreadful than<the Gothic arms. An extraordi- 
nary fupply of corn was imported from Sicily : the 
harvefts of Campania and Tufcany were forcibly 
fwept for the ufe of the city : and the rights of 
private property were infringed by the ftrong plea 
of the public fafety. It might eafily be forefeen 
that the enemy would intercept the aquedudls ; 
and the ceffation of thp water-mills was the firft 
inconvenience, which was fpeedily removed by 
mooring large veffels, and fixing mill-ftones in 
the current of the river. The ftream was foon 
embarraffed by the trunks of trees, and polluted 
with dead bodies ; yet fo effedtual were the pre- 
cautions of the Roman general, that the waters 
of the Tyber ftiU continued to give motion to 
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p. the mills and drink to the inhabitants ; the more 

^ diftant quarters were fupplied from domeftic 
wells ; and a befieged city might fupport, with- 
out impatience, the privation of her public baths. 
A large portion of Rome, from the Prasnefline 
gate to the church of St. Paul, was never in- 
veiled by the Goths; their excurfions were re- 
llrained by the a6livity of the Moorilh troops : 
the navigation of the Tyber and the Latin, 
Appian, and Ollian ways, were left free and un- 
molelled for the introdu6lioo of corn and cattle, 
or the retreat of the inhabitants, who fought a 
refuge in Campania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve 
Hmfelf from an ufelefs and devouring multitude, 
Belifarius iffued his peremptory orders for the 
inflant departure of the women, the children, and 
Haves ; required his foldiers to difmifs their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allow- 
ance, that one moiety Ihould be given in provi- 
lions, and the other in money. His forefight was 
jullified by the incr^afe of the public dillrefs, as 
foon as the Goths had occupied two important 
polls in the neighbourhood of Rome. By the lols 
of the port, or, as it is now called, the city of 
Porto, he was deprivedof the country on the right 
of the Tyber, and the bell communication with 
the fea ; and he reliedled with grief and anger, 
that three hundred men, could he have Ipared 
fuch a feeble band, might have defended its im- 
pregnable works. Seven miles from the capital, 
between the Appian and the Latin ways, two 
principal aqueducts crolling, and again crofling 
each other, inclofed within their folid and lofty 
‘ arches 
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arches a fortified fpace*% were Vitiges eilablifhed chap. 
a camp of feven thoufand Goths to intercept the 
convoys of Sicily and Campania. The granaries 
of Rome were infenfibly exhaufted, the adjacent 
country had been wafted with fire and fword ; 
fuch fcanty fupplies as might yet be obtained by 

hafty excurfions, w^ere the reward of valour, and 
the purchafe of wealth : the forage of the horfes, 
and the bread of the foldiers, never failed j but 
in the laft months of the fiege, the people were 
expofed to the miferies of fcarcity, unwholeforae 
food % and contagious diforders. Belifarius faw 
and pitied their fufferings ; but he had forefeen, 
and he watched the decay of their loyalty, and 
the progrefs of their difconteut. Adverfity had 
awakened the Romans from the dreams of gran- 
deur and freedom, and taught them the humi- 
liating lelTon, that it was of finaU moment to 
their real happinefs, whether the name of their 
mafter was derived from the Gotjhic or the Latin 
language. The lieutenant of duftinian liftened to 
their juft complaints, but he rejeaed with difdain 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; reprelTed their 
clamorous impatience for battle ; amufed them 

■ ^ Procopius (Goth. I. ii. c. 3.) has forgot to name thefe aqiiedu<Sls : 
nor can fuch a double interfedlion, at fuch a dillance from Rome, be 
clearly afcertained from the writings of Frontinus Fabretti and Efchi- 
nard, de Aquis and de Agro Romano, or from the local maps of La- 
meti and Cingolani. Seven or eight miles from the city (50 ftadia), on 
the road to Albano, between the Latin and Appian ways, I difcern the 
remains of an aquedudl (probably the Septimian), a feries (630 paces) 
of arches twenty-five feet high suayay). 

They made faufages, of mulcts flefh; unwholefome, if ; 

the animals had died of the plague. Otherwife the famous Bologna 
faufages are faid to Ipe made of afs fiefh (Voyages de Labat, tom.ii. 
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IxUeof 
Pope Syl« 
veruis, 


A.D.537. 
Kov. 17. 


DtCLlNE AKD FALL 
with the profpea of fare and fpeedy 

fecured himfelf and the city fromahe effeas of 
their defpair or treachery. Twice in each month 
he changed the flation of the officers to jwhom 
the cuftody of the gates was committed : the 
various precautions, of patroles, watc^-wor s, 
lights, and mufic, were repeatedly employed to 
difcover whatever paffed on the ramparts; out- 
..uards were polled beyond the ditch, and the 
triilly vigilance of dogs fupphedthe more doubt- 
fi il fidelity of mankind. A letter was intercepted, 
which affured the King of the Goths, that the 
Afinarian gate, adjoining to the Lateran churc , 
Ihould be fecretly opened to his troops. On the 
proof or Mpicion of treafon, feveral fenators 
were banifhed, and the Pope Sylverius was fum- 
' moned to attend the reprefentative of his fove- 
reign, athishead-quartersin thePmcian palace ^ 
The ecclefiaftics who followed their biffiop, were 
detained in the firft or fecond apartment-", and 
he alone was admitted to the prefence of Belt- 
farius. The conqueror of Rome and Carthage 
was modeftly feated at the feet of Antonina, 
who reclined on a llately couch: the general 
was filent, but the voice of reproach and menace 

*9 The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining gate, were aU 
derived from the fenatorPincius. Some recent ve&ges of tempte and 
churches are now fmoothed in the garden of the Minims of the Tnnite 
dd Snte ^ardlni, 1 . iv. c. 7- p- 196- Efchinard, P- Ae old 
plan of Bufialino, and the great plan of Nolli.). Mfarius E^d fixe_^ 
his flation between the Pincim and Salarian gates (Procop. 

i^Ftom the mention of the primum et fecund^ velum, it ftould' 
feem thatBelifarius, even in a fiege, reprefented the Emperor, and mam- 
the proud ceremoiual of the Byzantine palace. 


iffiied 
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iffued from the mouth of his imperious wife. cHiAP. 
Accufed by credible witneffes, and the evidence 
of his own fubfcription, the fucceffor of St.Peter ' 
was defpoiled of his pontifical ornaments, clad 
in the mean habit of a monk, and embarked, 
without delay, for a diftant exile in the Eaft. 

At the Emperor’s command, the clergy of Rome 
proceeded to the choice of a new bilhop ; and 
after a folemn invocation of the Holy Ghoft, 
elected the deacon Vigilius, who had purchafed 
the papal throne by a bribe of two hundred 
pounds of gold. The profit, and confequently 
the guilt, of this fimony, was imputed to Beli- 
farius ; but the hero obeyed the orders of his 
wife; Antonina ferved the pafflons of the Em- 
prefs; and Theodora lavilhed her^eafures, in 
the vain hope of obtaining a pontiif hoftile or 
indifferent to the council of Chalcedon ®'. 

The epiftle of Belifarius to the Emperor an- Deiivw- 
nounced his victory, his danger, and his refolu- 
tion, “ According to your commands, we have * 

“ entered the dominions of the Goths, and re- 
“ duced to your obedience, Sicily, Campania, 

“ and the city of Rome, but the lofs of thefe 
“ conquefts will be more dilgraceful than their 
“ acquiiition was glorious. Hitherto we have 
fuccefsfully fought againft the multitude of 
the Barbarians, but their multitudes may 
“ finally prevail. Vidlory is the gift of Provi- 

9 ^ Of this adl of facrllege, Procopius (Goth. I.L c,izs*) is a dry and 
relu< 5 i:ant wifcnefs. The narratives of Liberatus (Breviarium, c. %%,) and 
Anaftafins (de Vit, Pont. p. 39.) are chara<Si:eriJ[bc, but paffionate. Hear 
the execrations of Cardinal Baronius (A.D. $$69 No. 1^3^ A. D. 538? 
portentuiUi fafims oiiatt execratione dig^^ 

dence. 
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“ dence, but the reputation of kings and ge- 
“ nerals depends on the fuccefs or the failure 
“ of their defigns. Permit me to ipeak with 
“ freedom: if you wifli that we fliould live, 
“ fend us fubliftence ; if you defire that we- 
“ fliould conquer, fend us arms, horfes, and 
“ men. The Romans have received us as 
“ friends and deliverers : but in our prefent dif- 
“ trefs, they will be either betrayed by their- 
“ confidence, or we lhall be oppreffed by their 
“ treachery and hatred. For myfelf, my life is 
‘‘ confecrated to your fervice : it is yours to re- 
fledt, whether my death in this fituation will 
“ contribute to the glory and profperity of your 
“ reign.” Perhaps that reign would have been 
equally profperousj if the peaceful mailer of the 
Fail had abftained from the conqueil of Africa 
and Italy, but as Juilinian was ambitious of 
fame, he made fome efforts, they were feeble 
and languid, to fupport and refcue his vidloii-, 
ous general. A reinforcement of fixteen hun- 
dred Sclavonians and Huns was led by Martin 
and Valerian ; and as they had repofed during 
the winter feafon in the harbours of Greece, 
the llrength of the men and horfes was not im- 
paired by fhe fatigues of a fea-voyage ; and they 
diilingullied their valour in the firil fally againil 
the befiegers. About the time of the fummer 
folilice, Euthalius landed at Terracina with 
large films of money for the payment of the 
troops j he cautioufly proceeded along the Ap- 
pian way, and this convoy entered Rome through 
' . the- 
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the gate Capena®% while Belifariug, on the other chap 
fide, diverted the attention of the Goths by a , , 

vigorous and fuccefsful Ikirmilh. Thefefeafon- 
able aids, the ufe and reputation of which were 
dexteroufly managed by the Roman general, 
revived the courage, or at leaft the hopes of 
the foldiers and people. The hiftorian Proco- 
pius was difpatched with an important coinraif- 
fion, to colledt the troops and provilions which 
Campania could furnifii, or Conftantinople had 
fent ; and the iecretary of Belifarius was foon fol- 
lowed by Antonina herfelf”, who boldly tra- 
velled the pofts of the enemy, and returned with 
the oriental fuccours to the relief of her huiband 


and the befieged city. A fleet of three thoufand 
Ifaurians call anchor in the bay of Naples, and 
afterwards at Ollia. Above two thoufand horfe, 
of whom a part were Tliracians, landed at Ta- 
rentum ; and, after the jundlion of five hundred 
foldiers of Campania, and a train of waggons 
laden with wine and flour, they dire6led their 
march on the Appian way, from Capua to the 
neighbourhood of Rome. The forces that ar- 
rived by land and fea, were united at the mouth 
of the Tyber. Antonina convened a council of 
war : it was refolved to furmount with fails and 
oars, the adverfe ftream of the river ; and the 
Goths were apprehenfive of difturbing, by any 


The old Capena was removed by Aureliaa to, or near, the modem 
gate of St. Sebaftian (See Nollies plan). That memorable fpot has been 
confecrated by the Egerian grove, the memory of Numa, triumphal 
axxhes, the fepulchres of the Scipios, Metelii, 

The exprefliop of Proeopius has an inyidious call"— sx -rw 
rr,v Kxpx^omy (Goth. 1. ii* c. 4 .). Yet he is 

fpeaklng of a woman. 

VOL. VII. R ralh 
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CHAP, rafii hoftilities, tbe negociation to which Belifa- 
. . rius had craftily liflened. They creduloufly be- 

lieved that they faw no more than the vanguard 
of a fleet and army, which already covered the 
Ionian fea and the plains of Campania ; and the 
illufion was fupported by the haughty language 
of the Roman general, when he gave audience 
to the ambafladofs of Vitiges. After a fpecious 
difcourfe to vindicate the juftice of his caufe, 
they declared that, for the fake of peace, they 
were difpofed to renounce the poiTeflion of Si- 
cily. “ The Emperor is not lefs generous,” re- 
plied his lieutenant, with a difdainful fmile, “ in 
“ return for a gift which you no longer poflTefs : 

he prefents you with an ancient province of the 
“ empire; he i*efigns to the Goths the fovereignty 
“ of the Britifti ifland.” Belifarius reje6ted witli 
equal firmnefs and contempt the offer of a tri- 
bute ; but he allowed the Gothic ambafladors to 
feek their fate from the mouth of Juftinian him- 
felf ; and confeuted with feeming reludfancc, to 
a truce of three months, from the winter folftice 
to the equinox of fpring. Prudence might not 
fafely trufl either the oaths or hoftages of the 
barbarians, but the confcious fuperiority of the 
Roman chief was exprefled in the diflribution of 
Beiifarias his ti'oops. As foon as fear or hunger compelled 
recovers the Goths to evacuate Alba, Porto, and Centum- 
SdeJof cellm, their place was inflantly fupplied; the gar- 
itaiy. rifons of Narni,-Spoleto, and Perufia, were rein- 
forced, and the feven camps of the befiegers were 
gradually encompafled with the calamities of a 
hege. The prayers and pilgrimage of Datius, 
■i ; . IS Bilhop 
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Biftiop of Milan, were not without effeft ; and he c H A P. 
obtained one thoufand Thracians and Ifaurians, , 

to affill the revolt of Liguria againft her Arian 
tyrant. At the fame time, John the Sanguinary’’^ 
the nephew of Vitalian, was detached with two 
thoufand chofen horfe, firll to Alba on the Fucine 
lake, and afterwards to the frontiers of Picenum 
on the Hadriatic fea. “ In that province,” faid 
Belilarius, “ the Goths have depofited their 
“ families and treafures, without a guard or the 
“ fulpicion of danger. Doubtlels they will 
“ violate the truce : let them feel your prefence, 

“ before they hear of your motions. Spare the 
“ Italians ; fuffer not any fortified places to re- 
“ main hoftile in your rear ; and faithfully re- 
“ ferve the fpoil for an equal and common pai‘- 
“ tition. It would not be reafonable,” he added 
with a laugh, “ that whilft we are toiling to the 
deftru^lion of the drones, our more fortunate 
“ brethren fhould rifle and enjoy the honey.” 

The whole nation of the Oftrogoths had been TheGotiu 
affembled for the attack, and was almoft entirely 

fieg'eof 

confumed in the fiege of Rome. If any credit Rome, 
be due to an intelligent fpedtator, one-third at a . d . 538, 
leall of their enormous hoft was deftroyed, in fre- 
quent and bloody combats under the walls of the 
city. The bad fame and pernicious qualities of 
the fummer air, might already be imputed to the 
decay of agricultureandpopulation; and the evils 
of famine and peftilence were aggravated by their 
own licentioufnefs, and the unfriendly dilpofition 

9 + Anaftaflus (p.40.) has preferved this epithet of Sangumarmsf which 
might do honour to a tyger. 

Ha of 
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of tlie country. While Vitiges ftruggled with his 
fortune ; while he helitated between fliaine and 
ruin ; his retreat was haftencd by doineftic 
alarms. The King of the Goths was informed 
by trembling meffengers, that John the Sanguin- 
ary fpread the devaftations of war from the Ap- 
penine to the Hadriatic^ that the rich fpoils 
and innumerable captives of Picenmn were 
lodged in the fortifications of Rimini ; and that 
this formidable chief had defeated his uncle, in- 
fulted his capital, and feduced, by fecret corref- 
pondence, the fidelity of his wife, the imperious 
daughter ofAmalafontha. Yet, before he retired, 
Vitiges made alaft effort, either to florm or tofur- 
prife the city. A fecret patfage was difcovered 
in one of the aquedudts ; two citizens of the Va- 
tican were tempted by bribes to intoxicate the 
guards of the Aurelian gate ; an attack was me- 
ditated on the walls beyond the Tyber in a place 
which was not fortified with tow'ers ; and the 
barbarians advanced, with torches and fcaling- 
ladders, to the aflault of the Pincian gate. But 
every attempt was defeated by the intrepid vigi- 
lance of Belifarius and his band of veterans, who, 
in the moll perilous moments, did not regret the 
abfence of their companions ; and the Goths, alike 
deftitute of hope and fubfiftence, clamoroufly 
urged their departure, before the truce fliould ex- 
pire, and the. Roman cavalrj^ fliould again be 
united. One year and nine days after the com- 
jinencement of the fiege, an army fo lately ftrong 
and triumphant, burnt their tents, and tumultu- 
oufly repaffed the Milvian bridge. They repaffed 

not 
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not with impunity : their thronging multitudes c il A P: 
opprefled in a narrow paflage, were driven head- 
long into the Tyber,. by their own fears and the ’ 

purfuit of the enemy; and the Roman general j 
tallying from the Pincian gate, infli6led a fevere 
and di%raceful wmmd on their retreat. The 
•flow length of a fickly and defponding hofl was 
heavily dragged along the I’laminian way ; from 
whence tlie barbarians were fometimes com- 
pelled to deviate left they fliould encounter the 
hoftile garrifons that guarded the high road to 
Rimini and Ravenna. Yet fo powerful was this 
flying army, that Vitiges fpared ten thoufand 
men for the defence of the cities which he was 
moft felicitous to preferve, and detached his 
nephew Uraias, with an adequate force, for the 
chaftifemeut of rebellious Milan. At the head 
of his principal army, he befteged Rimini, only 
thirty-three miles diftaut from the Gothic capi- 
tal. A feeble rampart, and a fiiallow ditch, 
were maintained by the flcill and valour of John 
the Sanguinary, who fliared the danger and fa- 
tigue of the meaneft foldier, and emulated, on 
a theatre lefs illuftrious, the military virtues, of 
his great commander. The towers and batter- LofeRi- 
ing engines of the barbarians were rendered mini, 
ufelefs ; their attacks were repulfed ; and the 
tedious blockade, wliich reduced the garrifon to; 
the laft extremity of hunger, afibrded time for 
the union and inarch of the Roman forces. A' 
fleet which had furprifed Ancona, failed along 
the coaft of the Hadriatic, to the relief of the 
befieged city. The eunuqh Narfes landed in 
E 3 Picehiun. 
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CHAP. Picenum with: two thoufand Heruli and five 

XLi. ^ thonfand of the braveft troops of the Eafl. The 
rock of the Appenine was forced ; ten thoufand 
veterans moved round the foot of the mountains, 

under the command of Belifarius himfelf ; and a 

new army^ whofe encampment blazed with in- 
numerable lights, apjpenrec? to advance along the 

Flaminian way. Overwhelmed with aftoniih- 
ment and defpair, the Goths abandoned the fiege 

of Rimini, their tents, their ftandards, and their 

leaders ; and Vitiges, who gave or foUowed the 
Retire to example of flight, never halted till he found a 
Rayenna. Ihelter within the walls and moraffes of Ravenna, 
jeaioufy To thefe walls, and to forae fortrefles deflitute 
of the Ro- of any mutual fupport, the Gothic monarchy was 
X Td now reduced. The provinces of Italy had em- 
538. ’ ’ braced the party of the Emperor ; and his army, 
o-radually recruited to the number of twenty 
thouiand men, inuft have atchieved an ealy and 
J-apid conquell, if their invincible powers had 
not been weakened by the difcord of the Ro- 
man chiefs. Before the end of the fiege, an 
a 6 t of blood, ambiguous and indifcreet, fullied 
the fair fame of Belifarius. Prefidius, a loyal 
Italian, as he fled from Ravenna to Rome, was 
rudely flopped by Conflantine, the militaiy go- 
vernor of Spoleto, and defpoiled, even in a 
church, of two daggers richly inlaid with gold 
and precious ftones. As foon as the public 
danger had fubfided, Prefidius complained of 
the iofs and injury : his complaint was heard, 
but the order of reflitution was difobeyed by 
the pride and avarice of the offender. Exafpe- 

A:ated 
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I’ated by the delay, Prefidius boldly arrefted the chap. 
general’s horfe as he paffed through the forum j . . 

and with the fpirit of a citizen, demanded the 
common benefit of the Roman laws. The 
honour of Belifarius was engaged ; he fum- 
inoned a council ; claimed the obedience of his 
fubordinate officer; and was provoked, by an 
infolent reply, to call hallily for the prefence of 
his guards. Conftantine, viewing their entrance 
as the fignal of death, di’ew h is fword, and ruflied 
on the general, who nimbly eluded the ftroke, and 
was prote 6 led by his friends ; while the defperate 
affaffin was difarraed, dragged into a neighbour- 
ing chamber, and executed, or rather murdered, 
by the guards, at the arbitrary command of Be- 
lifarius In this hafty a 6 t of violence, the guilt Death of 

of Conftantine was no longer remembered ; the 
defpair and death of that valiant officer were 
fecretly imputed to the revenge of Antonina ; 
and each of his colleagues, confcious of the fame 
rapine, was apprehenfive of the fanoie fate. The 
fear of a common enemy fufpended the effeSts 
of their envy and difcontent ; but in the confi- 
dence of approaching vi(3;ory, they infligated a 
powerful rival to oppofe the conqueror of Rome 
and Africa. From the domeftic fervice of the The eu- 
palace, and the adminiftration of the private re- ^arfes. 
venue, Narfes the eunuch was fuddenly exalted 

This tranfadion is related in the public hiftory (Goth. l.ii. c.8*) 
with candour or caution; in the Anecdotes (c. 7.) with malevolence 
or freedom ; but Marcellinus, or rather his continuator (in Chron.), cafts 
a jfhade of premeditated alTailination over the death of Conftantine. He 
had performed good fervice at Rome and Spoloto (Procop. Goth. 1 . i. 
c. 7. 14.); but Aleynannus confounds him with a Conftantianus comes 
ftabuli. 

B 4 to 
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and the fpirit of an 


c H A p. to the head of an army ; 

hero, who afterwards equalled the merit and 
glory of Belifarius, ferved only to perplex the 
operations of the Gothic war. To his prudent 
counfels, the relief of Rimini was afcribed by 
the'leaders of the difcoutented faction, who ex- 
horted Narles to affurae an independent and fe- 
pai’ate command. The epiftle of Jullinian had 
indeed enjoined his obedience to the general ; 
but the dangerous exception, “ as far as may be 
“ advantageous to the public fervice,” referved 
forae freedom of judgment to the difcreet fa- 
vourite, who had fo lately departed from the 
J'acred and familiar converfation of his fovereign. 
In the exercife of this doubtful right, the eunuch 
perpetually diffented from the opinions of Beli- 
farius; and, after yielding with reluctance to the 
liege of Urbino, he defertedhis colleague in the 
night, and marched away to the conqueft of the 
JEmelian province. The fierce and formidable 
bands of the Heruli were attached tothc perfon 
of Narfes'’®; ten thoufand Romans and confe- 
derates were perfuaded to march under his ban- 
ners; every malecontent embraced the fair op- 
portunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs ; and the remaining troops of Belifarius 
were divided and dilperfed from the garrifons of 
Sicily to the lliores of the Hadriatic. His Mil 
and perfeverance overcame every obllacle : Ur- 


Firmnefs 
and autho- 
rity of 
Belifarius, 


TKey refufed to ferve after his departure ; fold their captives and, 
cattle to the Goths; and fwore never to fight againft them. Proco- 
pius introduces a cmious digreffion on the manners and adventures of 
this wandering nation, a part of whom finally emigrated to Thule or 
Scandinavia (Goth, l.ii, c.14, 15.}, 

bino 
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bino was taken, the fieges of Faeful®, Orvieto, chap. 
and Auximum, were undertaken and vigoronfly , 

profecuted ; and the eunuch Narfes was at length 
recalled to tlie domeftic cares.of the palace. All 
diffenlions were healed, and all oppofition was 
fubdued, by the temperate authority of the 
Roman general, to whom his enemies could not 
refufc their efteem; and Belifarius inculcated 
the falutary leffon, that the forces of the Hate 
fliould compofe one body, and be animated by 
one foul. But in the interval of difcord, the 
Goths were permitted to breathe ; an important 
feafon was loft, Milan was deftroyed, and tlie 
northern provinces of Italy were afflicted by an 
inundation of the Franks. 

When Juftinian firft meditated the conqueft of 
Italy, he fent arabaffadors to the kings of the of Italy 
Franks, and abjured them, by the common ties of 
alliance and religion, to join in the holy enter- a.d. 
prifef againft "the Arians. The Goths, as their 
wants were more urgent, employed a more effec- 
tual mode of perfuafion, and vainly ftrove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchafe the 
friendfhip, or at leaft the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation But the arms of Belifa- 
rius, and the revolt of the Italians, had no fooner 
fliaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodebert 
of Auftrafia, the moft powerful and warlike of 
the Merovingian kings, wasperfuadedtofuccour 
their dittrefs by an indiredl and feafonablg aid. 

This national reproach of perfidy (Procop, Goth, 1 . ii. c. aj.) offends 
die ear of La Mothe le Vayer (tom. viii, p. 163- — 165*)? who criticifesf 
as if he had not read, the Greek hiftorian. 



Without 
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CHAP. 

XLL 



Deftruc* 
tion of Mi- 
lan. 


Without expe6ling the confent of theii' fovereign, 
ten thoufand Burgundians, his recent fubjedls, 
defcended from t’ne Alps, and joined the troops 
which Vitiges had fent to cliaftife the revolt of 
Milan. After an obllinate fiege, the capital of 
Liguria 'w&s reduced by famine, but no capitula- 
tion could be obtained, except for the fafe retreat 
of the Roman garrifon. Datius, the orthodox 
bifhop, who had feduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion*® and ruin, efcaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court**; but the clergy, perhaps 
the Arian clergy, were flaughtered at the foot of 
their own altars by the defenders of the Catholic 
faith. Three hundred thoufand males were re- 
ported to be flain *°° ; the female fex, and the 
more precious fpoil, was refigned to the Bur- 
gundians ; and the houfes, or at leafl the walls of 
Milan, were levelled with the ground. The 
Goths, in their lafl moments, were revenged by 
the deflru(Slion of a city, fecond only to Rome in 
fize and opulence, in the fplendour of its build- 
dings, or the number of its inhabitants; and 
Belifarius fympathized alone in the fate of his 
deferted and devoted friends. Encouraged by 

5 *^ Baroniua applauds liis treafon, and juftifies the Catholic biHiops — 
qui ne fub heretico principe degant omnem lapidem movent — an ufeful 
caution. The more rational Muratori (Annali d’ltalia, tom. v.p,54.) 

■ hints at the guilt of perjury, and blames at leaft the imprudence of t>a£xL$, 
St. Datius was more fuccefsful againft devils than againft Barba- 
rians. He travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied at Corinth 
a large houfe (Baronius, A. D. 538, No. 89. A.D. 539, No. 20.}. 

IviDpafe Tpio&xovToi (compare Procopius, Gt>th. 1 . ii, c. 7. ai*). 
Yet fuch population Is incredible j and the fecond or third city of Italy 
need not repine if we only decimate the nuhabers of the prefent text. 
Both Milan and Genoa revived in lefs than thirty years (Paul Diacon. 
de Geftis Langobard* Lii. c. 38.}. 


this 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


this fuccefsful inroad, Theodebert himfelf, in the chap, 
enfuing fpring, invaded the plains of Italy with ^ 

an army of one hundred thoufand Barbarians 
The King, and fome chofen followers, were 
inounted on horfeback, amd armed with lances ; 
the infantry, without bows or ibears, were fatisfied 
with a Ihield, a fword, and a double-edged battle- 
axe, which, in their hands, became a deadly and 
unerring weapon. Italy trembled at the march 
of the Franks ; and both the Gothic prince and 
the Roman generai, alike ignorant of their de- 
%ns, folicited with hope and terror, the friend- 
Ihip of thefe dangerous allies. Till he had fecured 
the paflage of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, the 
gran^on of Clovis diflembled his intentions, 
which he at length declared, by aflaulting, almoft 
at the fame inftant, the hollile camps of the 
Romans and Goths. Inftead of uniting their 
arms, they fled with equal precipitation ; and the 
fertile, though defolate provinces of Liguria and 
iEmilia, were abandoned to a licentious hoft. of 
Barbarians, whofe rage was not mitigated by any h 

thoughts of fettlement or conqueft. Among the 
cities which they ruined, Genoa, not yet con- 
flru6led of marble, is particularly enumerated : 
and the deaths of thoufands, according to the 
regular pra6tice of war, appear to have excited 
left horror than fome idolatrous facrifices of 
women and children, which were preformed 
with impunity in the camp of the moll Chiillian 

Befides Procopius, perhaps too Roman, fee the Chronicles of Ma- \ 

rixis and Marceliinus, Jomande.s (inSuccefs. Regn, in Muratori, tom.i. 
p. 241.), and Gregory of Tours (h iii. c. 32. in tom. h. of the Hiftonans t 

of France). Gregory fuppofes a defeat of Belifarius, who, in Aimoin, 

(de Geflis Franc. 1 . ii. c. 23. in tom. iii. p»59p)? is flain by the Franks, 

king. ; 
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king. If it were not a melancholy truth, tnat 
the fii'ft and moft cruel fufferings muffc be thelot 
of the innocent and helplefs, hiftory might exult 
in the inifery of the conquerors, who^ in the 
midft of riches, were left deftitute of bread or 
wine, reduced to drink the waters of the Po, and 
to feed on the fleflr of diftenipered cattle. The 
dyfentery fwept away one-third of their army ; 
and the clamours of his fubjedts, who were im- 
patient to pafs the Alps, dilpofed Theodebertto 
liften with refpe6t to the mild exhortations of 
Belifarius. The memory of this inglorious and 
dellrudlive warfare was perpetuatedon themedals 
of Gaul; and juftinian, without unflieathing his 
fword, alfumed the title of conqueror of the 
ITanks. Tlie Merovingian prince was offended 
by the vanity of the Emperor ; he afledted to 
pity the fallen fortunes of the Goths ; and his 
infidious offer of a fbederal union was fortified 
by the promife or menace of defcending from 
the Alps at the head of five hundred thoufand 
men. His plans of conqueft were boundlefs 
and perhaps chimerical. The King of Auftrafia. 
threatened to chaflife Juflinian, and to march to 
the gates of Conftantinople : he was over- 
thrown and flain by a wild bull as he hunted 
in the Belgic or German forefts. 

As 

Agathias, I. i. p. 14, 15. Could he have feduced or fubdued the 
Gepidse or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greek hillorian is confident that 
he muft have been deftroyed in Thrace. 

103 pointed his fpear — the bull overturned a tree on his 

head — he expired the fame day. Such is theftory of Agathias; but 
the original hifiorians of France (tom. ii. p. 202. 403. 558. 667.) impute 
his death to a fever. 

*^4 Without lofing myfelf in a labyrinth of fpecies and names — tlie 
aurochs, urus, bifons, bubalus, bonafus, buffalo, 6cc. (BufFon, Hifi. Nat. 
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■ As foon as Belifarius was delivered from his c i-i A p. - 
foreign and domeftic enemies, he ferioully applied . 

his forces to the final reduction of Italy. In the Belifarius 
liege of Ofimo, the general was nearly tranf- 
pierced with an arrow, if the inortal ftroke had not ‘ 
been intercepted by one of his guards, who loft, in 
that pious office, the life of his hand. The Goths 
of Ofimo, four thoufiind warriors, with thofe of 
Fmfulm and the Cottian Alps, were among the laft 
who maintained their independence; and their 
gallantrefiftance, which almoft tired the patience, 
dclerved the efteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refufed to fubfcribe the fafe condudl which 
theyalked, to join their brethren of Ravenna; but 
the-y faved, by an honourable capitulation, one 
moietyatleaftoftheirwealth,withthefreealtei’- 
native of retiring peaceably to their eftates, or 
enlifting to ferve the Emperor in his Perlian wars. 

The multitudes which yet adhered to the ftand- 
ard of Vitigcs, far furpafied the number of the Ho- 
man troops; but neither prayers, nor defiance, 
nor the extreme danger of his inoft faithful fub- 
jc6ls, could tempt the Gothic King beyond the 
fortifications of Ravenna. Thefe fortifications 
were, indeed, impregnable to the alTaults of art or 
violence; and when Belifarius invefted the capi- 
tal, he was foon convince that famine only could 
tame the ftubborn fpirit of the Barbarians. The 
fea, the land, and the channels of the Po, were 
guarded by the vigilance of the Roman general ; 

tom. XU and Supplement? tom. iii. vi.)? it is certain, that in the fixth cen- 
tuiy a large wild fpecies of horned cattle was hunted in the great forefts 
of the Vofges in Lon-aine? and the Ardennes (Greg. Turon. tom. ii. |. -x. 

C. 10. p. 369.). “ ' ■ . i. 


and 
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and his morality extended the rights of war to the 
pra6tice of poifoning the waters and fecretly 
firingthe granaries”^ of a befieged city While 
he preffed the blockade of Ravenna, he was fur- 
prifed by the arrival of two ambafiadors from- 
Conftantinople, with a treaty of peace, which 
Juftinian had imprudently figned, widiout 
deigning to confult the author of his viaoiy. 
By this difgraceful and precarious agreement, 
Italy and the Gothic treafure were divided, and 
the provinces beyond the Po were left with the 
regal title to the fucceffor of Theodonc. The 
ambafiadors were eager to accomplifh their fa- 
lutarycommiffion; the captive Vitiges accepted, 
with tranfport, the unexpefted offer of a crown; 
honour was lefs prevalent among the Goths, 
than the want and appetite of food; and the Ro- 
man chiefs, who murmured at the continuance 
of the war, profefled implicit fubmiflion to the 
commands of the Emperor. If Belifarius had 

Jn the fiege of Auxiraum, he firft laboured to demoli^ an old 
aauedu(a, and then cafl: into the ftream? i. dead bodies; a. mifchievous 
herbs; and 3. quicklime, which is named (fays Procopius, 1 . m c. ^9.) 
„™.o;bythealcients; by fte modems 

ufed as fynonimous in Galen, Diofcondes, and Lucian (Hen. Steph. 

Thefaur. Ling. Grac, tom. iii. p. 748. • .t. -e 

The Goths Mpefted Mathafuintha as_ an accomplice m the mil- 

chief, ■which perhaps -was occalioned by accidental lightning. 

°an ftria philofophy, a Hmltation of the nghts of warfeems to im- 
ply nonfenfe and contradiaion. Grotius himfelf is loft m an idle dis- 
tinalonbetween the jus nature and *e jus gentium, between P°*" ^ 
infealon. He balances iaone fcale the paffages of Homer(Odyir. A. 259. 
&c.) and Florus ( 1 . n. c. 20. No. 7. nit-);, and in the oAer, the examples 

of Solon(Paufanias,l. x.c. 37 .)andBelilarius. See his great work e 

Jure Belli^t Pads, Liu. c. 4. L ^ 6 , 17. and in Baibeyrac s yerfion- 
tom. ii. p. 257 , &c.). Yet I can underftand the benefit and vabity of 

aiiagre«nent,tadtorexprefs,mutuallytoabftdnfromcertammodesof 

hoftflity. See the AmEhidyomc oath in Efchmes, de Falsa 

pofieliea 
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poiTeffed only the courage of a foldier, the laurel chap. 
would have been fnatched from his hand by . . 

timid and envious counfels; but in this decifive 
moment, he refolved, with the magnanimity of a 
llatefman,‘to fuftain alone the danger andmeritof 
generous difobedience. " Each of his officers gave 
a written opinion, that the fi^^e of Ravenna was 
impradlicabie and hopelefs: the general thenje- 
jefted the treaty of partition, , and declared his 
own refolution of leading Vitiges in chains to the 
feet of Juftinian. The Goths retired with doubt* 
and difmay: this peremptory refufal deprived 
them of the only fignature which they could trull, 
and filled their minds with a juft apprehenfion, 
that a fagacious enemy had difeovered the full ex- 
tent of their deplorable ftate. They compared the 
fame and fortune of Belifarius with the weaknefs 
of their ill-fated king; and the comparifbn fug- 
gelled an extraordinary projedl, to which Viti- 
ges, with apparent refignation, was compelled to 
acquiefee. Partition would ruin the ftrength, 
exile would difgracc the honour, of the nation; 
but they offered their arms, their treafures, and 
the fortifications of Ravenna, if Belifarius would 
difclaim the authority of a mafter, accept the 
choice of the Goths, and afliime, as he had de- 
ferved, the kingdom of Italy. If the falfe luftre of 
adiadem could have tempted the loyalty of afaith- 
ful fubjedl, his prudence muft have forefeen the 
inconftancy of the Barbarians, and his rational 
ambition would prefer the fafe and honourable 
Ration of a. Roman general. Even the patience 
and feeming fatisfadlion with which he enter- 
tained 
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tained a proj^fal of treafon, might be fufceptible 
of a mldignant interpretation. But the lieutenant 
of JufUnian was confcious of his own re6litude; 
he entered into a dark and crooked path, as it 
might lead to the voluntary fubmiffion of the 
Goths; and his dexterous policy perfuaded them 
that he was difpofed to comply with their wilhes, 
without engaging an oath or a promife for the per- 
formance of a treaty which he fecretly abhorred. 
The day of the furrender of Ravenna -was llipu- 
lated by the Gothic ambaffadors; a fleet, laden 
with provifions, failed as a welcome guell into 
the deepeft recefs of the harbour : the gates were 
opefled to the fancied King of Italy ; and Beli- 
farius, without meeting an enemy, triumphantly 
marched through the ftreets of an impregnable 
city'"®. The Romans were aftoniflied by their 
fuccefs; the multitude of tall and robuft Barba- 
rians were confounded by the image of their own 
patience; and the mafculine females, fpitting in 
the faces of their fons andhulbands, moft bitterly 
reproached themfor betraying their dominionand 
freedom to thefe pygmies of the fouth, contempt- 
ible in their numbers, diminutive in theirftature. 
Before the Goths could recover from the firft 
furprife, and claim the accomplifliment of their 
doubtful hopes, the vi<Slor eftabliflied his power 

Ilavenna was taken, not in tbe year 540, but In the latter end of 
539; and Pagi (tom. ii. p*5 69.) is redified by Murat ori (Annali dltalia, 
tom.v. p, 62.), who proves, from an original ad on papyrus (Anti- 
quit. Italice Medii JSvi, tom.ii. diflert. xxxii. p. 999 — 1007. Maffei, 
Iftoria Diplomat, p. 155 — 160.), that before the third of January 540, 
peace and free correfpondence were rellored between Ravenna and 
Faenza. 
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in Ravenna, beyond the danger ofrepentanpeand CHAP, 
revolt. Vitiges,, who perhaps had attempted to , 
efcape, was honourably guarded in his palace'°'> ; captivity 
the flower of theGothic youth was feledled for the of vwges. 
fervice of the Emperor j the remainder cfl' the peo- 
ple was difmiffed to their peaceful habitations in 
the fouthern provinces ; and a colppy of Italians 
was invited to replenifli the dept^ulated city. 

. The fubmiflion of the capital was iinitate^d in the 
towns and villages of Italy, which had dot been 
fubdued, or even vifited, by the Romans ; and 
the independent Goths who remained in arms at 
Pavia and Verona, were ambitious only to become 
the fubjedls of Belifarius. But his inflexible loy- 
alty rejedled, except as the fubftitute of Juftinian, 
their oaths of allegiance ; and he was not offend- 
ed by the reproach of their deputies, that he 
rather chofe to be a flave than a king. 

After thefecondvidtory of Belifarius, envy again Return 
whifpered, Juftinian liftened, and the hero was of 
recalled. “ The remnant of the Gothic war was nus. 

“ no longer worthy of his prefence : a gracious 
“ fovereign was impatient to reward his fervices, 

“ and to conlult his wifdom ; and he alone was 
capable of defending the Eaft againft the innu- 
“ merable armies of Perlia.” Belifarius under- 
ftood the fufpicion, accepted the excufe, em- 
barked at Ravenna his fpoils and trophies ; and 




He was feized by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or facrament 
was pledged for his fafety in the Bafilica Julii (Hift. Mifcell. 1 . xvii. in, 
Muratori, tom. i. p. 107.). Anallafius (in Vit. Pont, p.40.) gives a dark 
but probable account. Montfaucon is quoted by Mafcou (Hift. of the 
Germans, xii. ai.) for a votive fbield reprefenting the captivity of Vi- 
tiges, and now in the colleiftion of Signor Lancft at Rome. 

VOL. vii. s proved 
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proved by his ready obedience, that fuch an 
abrupt removal from the government of Italy 
was notlefsunjuft than it might have been indif- 
creet. The Emperor received with honourable 
courtefy, both Vitiges and his more noble con- 
fbrt: and as the King of the Goths conformed 
to the Athanafian faith, he obtained, with a rich 
inheritance of lands in Alia, the rank of fenator 
and patrician Every fpefilator admired, '^vith- 
out peril, the ftrength and ftature of the young 
barbarians: they adored the ftrength and majefty 
of the- throne, and promifed to Ihed their blood 
in the fervice of their benefactor. Juftinian de- 
pofited in the Byzantine palace the treafures of 
the Gothic monarchy. A flattering fenate was 
fometimes admitted to gaze on the magnificent 
fpeClacle ; but it was envioully fecluded from the 
public view ; and the conqueror of Italy re- 
nounced, without a murmur, perhaps without a 
figh, the well-earned honours of afecond triumph. 
His glory was indeed exalted above all external 
pomp ; and the faint and hollow praifes of the 
court wer§ fupplied, even in a fervile age, by the 
refpeCt and admiration of his country. When- 
ever he appeared in the ftreets and public places 
of Conftantinople, Belifarius attracted and fatis'- 
fied the eyes of the people. His lofty ftature and 
majeftic countenance fulfilled their expectations 
of an hero ; the meaneft of his fellow-citizens 

«« Vidges lived two years at Conftantinople, and imperatoiis in af- 
comiiBus (or conjnndlus) rebus excelJit humanis. His widow, 
Mathafitmta^ the wife and mother of the patricians, the elder and 
younger Germanus, united the ftreams of Anician and Amali blood 
(Jornandes, c. 6o. p. aai. in Muratori, tom. i.). 


were 
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Were emboldened by his gentle and gracious de- .C. HAP. 
meanour ; and the martial train which attended . ^ 

his footfteps, left his perfon more acceflible than 
in a day of battle. Seven thoufand horfemen, 
matchlefs for beauty and valour, were maintain- 
ed in the fervice, and at the. private expence, of 
the general Their prowefs was always con- 
fpicuous in Angle combats, or in the foremoft 
I'anks; and both parties confeffed, that in the 
fiege of Rome, the guards of Belifarius had alone 
vanquiihed the Barbarian hoft. Their numbers 
were continually augmented by the braveft and 
moft faithful of the enemy; and his fortunate 
captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and the Goths^ 
emulated the attachment of his domellic fol- 
lowers. By the union of liberality and juflice, 
he acquired the love of the foldiers, without alien- 
ating the affections of the people. The fick and 
wounded were relieved with medicines and 
money; and ftill more efficacioufly, by the heal- 
ing vifits and fmiles of their commander. The 
lofs of a weapon or an horfe was inftantly re- 
paired, and each deed of valour was rewarded by 
the rich and honourable gifts of a bracelet or a 
collar, which were rendered more precious by 
the judgment of Belifarius. He was endeared to 
the hulbandmen, by the peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed under the fliadow of his ftandard. 

Inftead of being injured, the country was en- 


Procopius, Goth. Liii. c. i. Aimoin, a French monk of the xitJi 
century, who had obtained, and has disfigured, fbme authentic infomia^ 
tion of Belifarius, mentions, in his name, x%iQooptieri or flaves— -quoft 
propriis alimus ftipendiis — befides 18,000 foldiers (Hiftorians of France, 
toxp. In* De Geflis Franc, i. ii. c. 6. p. 48.). 
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CHAP, riched by the march of the Roman armies ; and 

. . fuch was the rigid difcipline of their camp, that 

not an apple was gathered from the tree, not a 
path could be traced in the fields of corn. Beli- 
farius was chafle and fober. In the licence of a 
military life, none could boaft that they had feen 
him intoxicated with wine : the moll beautiful 
captives of Gothic or Vandal race were offered 
to his embraces ; but he turned afide from their 
charms, and the hufband of Antonina was never 
fufpe6ted of violating the laws of conjugal fide- 
lity. TheQ)edtator and hillorian of his exploits 
has obferved, that amidft the perils of war, he was 
daring without rafhnefs, prudent without fear, 
flow or rapid according to the exigences of the 
moment ; that in the deepeft diftrefs, he was ani- 
mated by real or apparent hope, but that he was 
modeft and humble in the moft profperous for- 
tune. By thefe virtues, he equalled or excelled 
the ancient mailers of the military art. Vi6lory, 
by fea and land, attended his arms. He fubdued 
Africa, Italy, and the adjacent iflands, led away 
captives the fucceffors of Genferic and Theo- 
doric ; filled Conftantinople with the Ipoils of 
their palaces, and in the fpace of fix years reco- 
vered half the provinces of the Weftern empire. 
In his fame and merit, in wealth and power, he 
remained, without a rival, the firft of the Homan 
fubjedls : the voice of envy could only magnify 
his dangerous importance; and the Emperor 
^ might applaud his own difeerning fpirit which 
had difeovered and raifed the genius of Beli- 
larius, ' ' 
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It was tlie cuftom of the Roman triumphs, that CHAP- 
a flave fliould be placed behind the chariot to re- ■ . 

mind the conqueror of the inftability of fortune. Secret his- 
and the infirmities of human nature. Procopius, 
in his Anecdotes, lias affumed that fervile and tonini. 
ungrateful oifice. Th e generous reader may call 
away the libel, but the evidence of fafils will ad- 
here to his memory ; and he will reludtantly con- 
fefs, that the fame, and even the virtue of Beli- 
farius, were polluted by the lull and cruelty of 
his wife; and that the hero deferved an appel- 
lation which may not drop from the pen of the 
decent hillorian. The mother of Antonina 
was a theatrical proflitute, and both her father 
and grandfather exercifed at Theflalonica and 
Conllantinople, the vile, though lucrative pro- 
fefiion of charioteers. In the various lituations 
of their fortune, Ihe became the companion,' the 
enemy, the fervant, and the favourite of the 
Emprefs Theodora ; thefe loofe and ambitious 
females had been connefiled by limilar pleafures; 
they were feparated by the jealoufy of vice, and 
at length reconciled by the partnerlhip of guilt. 

Before her marriage with Belifarius, Antonina 
had one hulband and many lovers ; Photius, the 
fon of her former nuptials, was of an age to dif- 
tinguilli himfelf at the liege of Naples ; and it was 
not till the autumn of her age and beauty that 
* Ihe 

The diligence of Alemanntis could add but little to the four firft 
and moft curious chapters of the Anecdotes. Of thefe ftrange Anec- 
dotes> a part may be true, becaufe pi'obable — and u part true, be- 
caufe improbable. Procopius muft have km<von the former, and the 
latter he could fcarcely : 

Procopius infinuates (Anecdot. c.4.) that, when Belifarius returned 
to Italy (A.D. 543), Antonina w’'as fixty years of, age. A forced, but 
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file indulged a fcandalous attachment to a Thra- 
cian youth. Theodoliiis had been educated in the 
Eunoinian hereiy ; the African voyage was con- 
fecrated by the baptifm and auipicious name of 
the firft foldier who embarked ; and the profelyte 
was adopted into the family of his fpiritual pa- 
rents Belifarius and Antonina. Before they 
touched the fhores of Africa, this holy kindred 
degenerated into fenfual love ; and as Antonina 
foon overleaped the bounds of modefty tind cau- 
tion, the Roman general was alone ignorant of 
his own dilhonour. During their refidence at 
Carthage, he furprifed the two lovers in a fub- 
terraneous chamber, folitary, warm, and almoft 
naked. Anger flaflied from his eyes. “ With 
“ the help of this young man,” laid the unblufli- 
ing Antonina, “ I was fecreting our moft pre- 
“ cious effefils from the knowledge of Juftinian.” 
The youth refumed his garments, and the pious 
hufband confented to difbelieve the evidence of 
his own fenfes. From this pleafing and perhaps 
voluntary delufion, Belifarius was awakened at 
Syracufe, by the officious information of Mace- 
donia; and that female attendant, after requiring 
an oath for her fecurity, produced two chamber, 
lains, who, like herfelf, had often beheld the 
adulteries of Antonina. An hafty flight into 
Afia faved Theodofius from the Juftice of an in. 

more polite conftruiStion, which refers that date to the moment when 
he was. writing (A. D. 559), would be compatible with the manhood of 
Photius (Gothic. Li c. 10.) in 536. 

Compare the Vandalic War (L i. c. iz.) with the Anecdotes (c.L) 
and Aiemanus (p. 3.). This mode of baptifmal adoption was 

revived bjr Leo philofopher. 
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jurecl hufband, who had fignified to one of his c H A P. 
guards the order of his death ; but the tears of , , 

Antonina, and her artful fedudtions, affured 
the credulous hero of her innocence ; and he 
Hopped, againft his faith and judgment, to aban- 
don thofe imprudent friends who had prefumed 
to accufe or doubt the chaftity of his wife. The 
revenge of a guilty woman is implacable and 
bloody: the unfortunate Macedonia, with the 
two witneffeB, were fecretly arrefted by the mi- 
nifter of her cruelty : their tongues were cut 
out, their bodies were hacked into fmall pieces, 
and their remains were call into the fea of Sy- 
racufe ; A ralh though judicious faying of Con- 
ftantine, “ I would fooner have punilhed the 
“ adultrefs than the boy,” was deeply remem- 
bered by Antonina: and two years afterwards, 
when delpair had armed that officer againft his 
general, her fanguinary advice decided and haf- 
tened his execution. Even the indignation of 
Photius was not forgiven by his mother j the 
exile of her fon prepared the recal of her lover; 
and Theodofius condefcended to «^cept the 
preffing and humble invitation of the conqueror 
of Italy. In the abfolute diredlion of his houfe- 
hold, and in the important commiffions of peace 
and war the favourite youth moll rapidly ac- 
quired a fortune of four hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling ; and after their return to Con- 
ftantinople, the* paffion of Antonina, at leaft. 

In November 5379 Pliotins aiTefted the pope (Libertt* Brev. c. 

Pagi* tom. ii. p. 56a.). About the end of 539# J^K&ius fent Theo* 
dofius^ — Tov T»} oiKkf aura an important and lucrativ'ft 

tomirnlSon to Ravemnt (Goth. I ii. c. 18.). 
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26 ^ the decline and fall 

CHAP continued ardent and unabated. But fear, dc- 
. ' votion, and laflitude, perhaps, infpired Theo- 

dofius with more ferious thoughts. He dreaded 
the buiy fcandal of the capital, and the indif- 
creet fondnefs of the wife of Belifarius ; efcaped 
from her embraces, and retiring to Ephefus, 
fhaved his head, and took refuge in the fanc- 
tuary of a monadic life. The defpair of the 
new Ariadne could fcareely have been excufed 
by the death of her hufband. She wept, flie 
tore her hair, llie filled the palace with her cries; 
“ fire had loft the deareft of friends, a tender, a 
faithful, a laborious friend But her warm 
entreaties, fortified by the prayers of Belifarius, 
were infufficient to draw the holy monk from 
the folitude of Ephefus. It was not till the 
general moved forward for the Perfian war, that 
Theodofius could be tempted to return to Con- 
ftantinople ; and the ftiort interval before the 
departure of Antonina herfelf was boldly de- 
voted to love and pleafure. 

A philofopher may pity and forgive the infir- 
mities of fpmale nature, from which he receives 
no real injury; but contemptible is the hufband 
who feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in 
that of his wife. Antonina purfued her fon With 
implacable hatred ; and the gallant Photius 
was expofed to her lecret perfecutions in the 
camp beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own 
wrongs, and by the dillionour of his blood, he 

THeophanes (Clironograpli. p. ^04.) ftyleshim tlieibii-* 

in-law of Belilarius ; and be is copied by the Hiftoria 
Anaftafius* . , 


Ilefent- 
ment of 
Belifarius 
and her 
fon Pho- 
tius. 
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caft away in his turn the fentiments of nature, c 
and revealed to Belifarius the turpitude of a ^ 
woinan who had violated all the duties of a 
mother and a wife. From the furprife and in- 
dignation of the Roman general, his former cre- 
dulity appears to have been fincere: he embraced 
the knees of the fon of Antonina, adjured him to 
remember his obligations rather than his birth, 
and confirmed at the altar their holy vows of re- 
venge and mutual defence. The dominion of 
Antonina was impaired by abfence j and whenihe 
met her hufl)and, on his return from the Ferfian 
confines, Belifiirius, in his firft and tranfient emo- 
tions, confined her perfon, and threatened her 
life. Photius was more refolved to punifli, and 
lefs prompt to pardon ; he flew to Ephefus •, ex- 
torted fi'om a trutty eunuch of his mother the 
full confeflion of her guilt ; arrefted Theodofius 
and his treafures in the church of St. John the 
Apoftle, and concealed his captives, whofe exe- 
cution was only delayed, in a feeure and fequef- 
tered fortrefs of Cilicia. Such a daring outrage 
againft public juftice could not pafs with impu- 
nity j and the caufe of Antonina was efpoufed 
by the Emprefs, whofe favour Ihe had deferved 
by the recent fervices of the difgrace of a prsefefit, 
and the exile and murder of a pope. At the end 
of the campaign, Belifarius was recalled; he com- 
plied, as ufual, with the Imperial mandate. His 
mind was not prepared for rebellion ; his obe- 
dience,however adverfe to the dilates of honour, 
was confonant to the wiflies of his heart ; and 
when he embraced his wife, at the command, and 

per- 
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CHAP. 

XLI. 



PerfecutioR 
of her foR. 


perhaps in the prefence, of the Emprefs, the ten- 
der hutband was difpofed to forgive or to be for- 
given. The bounty of Theodora referved for her 
companion a more precious favour. “ I have 
found,” flie faid, “ my. deareft patrician, a pearl 
“ of ineftimable value ; it has not yet been viewed 
“ by any mortal eye ; but the fight and the pof- 
“ feflion of this jewel are deftined for my friend.” 
As foon as the curiofity and impatience of Anto- 
nina were kindled, the door of a bedchamber 
was thrown open, and ihe beheld her lover, 
whom the diligence of the eunuchs had difco- 
vered in his fecret prifon. Her filent wonder 
burll into paffionate exclamations of gratitude 
and joy, and flie named Theodora her queen, 
her benefaSrefs, and her faviour. The monk 
of Ephefiis was nourifhed in the palace with 
luxury and ambition j but inftead of afluming, 
as he was promifed, the command of the Roman 
armies, Theodofius expired in the firft fatigues 
of an amorous interview. The grief of Antonina 
could only be alTuaged by the fufierings of her 
foil. A youth of confular rank, and a fiekly 
conftitution, was punilhed, without a trial, like a 
malefadlor and a flave : yet fuch was the con- 
ftancyof his mind, that Photius fuftained the tor- 
tures of the fcourge and the rack, without violat- 
ing the faith which he had fworn to Belifarius. 
After this fruitlefs cruelty, the fon of Antonina, 
while his mother feafled with the Emprefs, was 
buried in herfubterraneous prifons, which admit- 
ted not ‘the diftindlion of night and day. He 
twice efcaped to the moft venerable fan^uaries 




,OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 267 

of Conftantinople, the churches of St. Sophia chap. 
and of the Virgin : but his tyrants were infenfibie . ■ 

of religion as of pity ; and the helplefs youth, 
amidft the clamours of the clergy and people, 
was twice dragged from the altar to the dungeon. 

His third attempt was more fuccefsful. At the 
end of three years, the prophet Zacharia, or 
fome mortal friend, indicated the means of an 
efcape : he eluded the fpies and guards of the Em- 
prefs, reached the holy fepulchre of Jerufalem, 
embraced the profeffion of a monk ; and the 
abbot Photius was employed, after the death of 
Juftinian, to reconcile and regulate the churches 
of Egypt. The fon of Antonina fuffered all that 
an enemy can infli6l : her patient hufband im- 
pofed on himfelf the more exquifite mifery of 
violating his promife and deferting his friend. 

In the fucceeding campaign, Belifarius was Difgrace 
again fent againft the Perfians : he faved the 
Eaft, but he offended Theodora, and perhaps the Belifarius. 
Emperor himfelf. The malady of Juftinian had 
countenanced the rumour of his deatl?; and the 
Eoman general, on the fuppofition of that pro- 
bable event, fpoke the free language of a citizen 
and a foldier. His colleague Buzes, who con- 
curred in the fame fentiments, loft his rank, his 
liberty, and his health, by the perfecution of 
•the Emprefs : but the difgrace of Belifarius was 
alleviated by the dignity of his own cliaraeler, 
arid the influence of his wife, who might wifli 
to humble, but could not defire to ruin, the 
partner of her fortunes. Even his removal was 
coloured by the affuranCe, that the finking ftate 
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of Italy would be retrieved by tbe Angle prefence 
of its conqueror. But no fooner had he returned* 
aloUe and defencelefs, than an hoftile coinmiflion 
was fent to the Eall, to feize his treafures and 
criminate his actions; the guards and veterans 
wbo followed his private banner, were diflributed 
among the chiefs of the army, and even the eu- 
nuchs prefumed to call lots for the partition of 
his martial domeftics. When he paffed with a 
fraall and fordid retinue through the ftreets of 
Conftantinople, his forlorn appearance excited 
the amazement and compaflion of the people. 
Juflinian and Theodora received him with cold 
ingratitude ; the fervile crowd, with infolence 
and contempt; and in the evening he retired 
with trembling fteps to his deferted palace. An 
indifpofition, feigned or real, had confined An- 
tonina to her apartment: and fhe walked dif- 
dainfully filent in the adjacent portico, while 
Belifarius threw himfelf on his bed, and expedled, 
in an agony of grief and terror, the death which 
he had fo often braved under the walls of Rome. 
Long after fun-fet a mefienger was announced 
from the Etgprefs ; he opened, with anxious 
curiofity, the letter which contained the fentence 
ofhisfaten, “ You cannot be ignorant how much 
« you have deferved my difpleafure. I am not 
“ infenfible of the fervices of Antonina. To her 
« merits and interceffion I have granted your 
“ life, and permit you to retain a part of your 
“ treafures, which might be jullly forfeited to tbe 
“ ftate. Let your gratitude, where it is due, 
“ be difplayed, not in wmrds, but in your future 

“ beha- 
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“ behaviour.” I know not how to believe or to c H A P. 
relate the tranfports with which the hero is faid to . , 

have received this ignominious pardon. He fell 
proflrate before his wife, he kiffed the feet of his 
faviour, and he devoutly promifed to live the 
grateful and fubiniffive Have of Antonina. A 
fine of one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds 
Herling was levied on the fortunes of Belifarius ; 
and with the office of count, or mafter of the 
royal ftables, he accepted the conduct of the 
Italian war. At his departure from Conftanti- 
nople, his friends, and even the public, were per- 
fuaded, that as foon as he regained his freedom, 
he would renounce his diffimulation, and that his 
wife, Theodora, and perhaps the Emperor hira- 
felf, would be facrificed to the juft revenge of a 
virtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived ; and 
the unconquerable patience and loyalty of Beli- 
farius appear either beloxo or above the charadler 
^^.ofaMAN”^ \ 


»■ ; 


The contimiator of the chronicle of MarcelUnus gives, in a few 
decent words, the fubllance of the Anecdotes: Belifarius de Orients 
evocatus, in offenfam periculumque incutrens grave, et envidla: fubja- 
cens rurfus resnittitur in Italiam (p. 540* 
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CHAP. XLII. 

State of the Barbaric World. — MJlahliJkment of 
the Lombards on the Danube . — Tribes and In- 
roads of the Sclavonians.—Orighiy Empire, and 
Embqjfies of the Turks. — The Flight of the 
Avars. — Chofroes 1. or Nu/hirvan King ofPer- 
fa.' — His projperom Reign and Wars viith the 
Romans. — The Cholchian or Lazic War. — The 
.Ethiopians. 

OUR eftimate of perfonal merit is relative to 
the common faculties of mankind. The 
alpiring eiforts of genius, or virtue, either in 
a^ive or ipeculative life, are meafured, not fo 
much by their real elevation, as by the height to 
which they afcend above the level of their age or 
country : and the fame ftature, which in a peo- 
ple of giants would pafs unnoticed, muft appear 
conipicuous in a race of pygmies. Leonidas, and 
his three hundred companions, devoted their 
lives at Thermopylae ; but the education of the 
infant, the boy, and the man, had prepared, and 
almoft enfured, this memorable facrifice; and 
each Spartan would approve, rather than admire, 
an a£b of duty, of which himfelf and eight thou- 
fand of his fellow citizens were equally capable'. 

^ It Will bea pleaftirej iiota talkj to read Herodotus (L viL c.104. 134. 
p. 550. 615.). The converfatlon . of Xerxes and Demaratus at Ther- 
mopyicG is one of the moft interefting and moral fcenes in hiftory. It 
was the torture of the royal Spartan to behold, with anguHh and re- 
Ttiorfe, tlie virtue of his country. 


The 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. vj% 

The great Pompey miglit infcribe on his trophies, chap. 
that he had defeated in battle two millions of , 

enemies, and reduced fifteen hundred cities from 
the lake Maeotis to the Red Sea ® : but the fortune 
of Rome flew before his eagles ; the nations were 
opprefiTed by their own fears, and the invincible 
legions which he commanded, had been formed 
by the habits of conqueft and the difcipline of 
ages. In this view, the cbaradler of Belifarius 
may be defervedly placed above the heroes of 
the ancient lepublics. His imperfections flowed 
from the contagion of the times ; his virtues were 
his own, the free gift of nature or reflection ; he 
raifed himfelf without a matter or a rival ; and fo 
inadequate were the arms committed to his hand, 
that his foie advantage was derived from the pride 
and prefumption of his adverfaries. Under his 
command, the . fubjeCls of Juftinian often de- 
ferved to be called Romans: but the unwarlike 
appellation of Greeks was impofed as a term, of 
reproach by the haughty Goths ; who affeCted to 
bluth, that they mutt difpute the kingdom of 
Italy with anationof tragedians, pantomimes, and 
pirates ^ The climate of Afia has indeed been 
found lefs congenial than that of Europe, to mi- 
litary fpirit : thofe populous counti’ies were ener- 
vated by luxury, defpotifm, andfuperftition; and 

* See this proud infcnption in Pliny (Hift. Natur. vii. zy,). Few 
men have more exquifitely tailed of gloiy and difgrace; nor could 
Juvenal (Satir. x.) produce a more ftrlking example of the viciifitude* 
of fortune* and the vanity of human wiihes. 

^ Tpo&ix&jj . m ^ traKtav movT» EtJov* on 

jtat vaKTotj This laft epithet of Procopius is 

too nobly tranfiated by pirates ; naval thieves is the proper word; drip- 
pers of garments* either for injury or infult (Demodhenes contra Conon. 
in Reiike Orator* Gfsec* tom. u. p%is$4.)« 

the 
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CHAP, the monks were more expenfive and more nume.- 

. ■ rous than the foldiers of the Eaft. The regular 

force of the empire had once amounted to fix 
hundred and forty-five thoufand men : it was re- 
duced, in the time of Juflinian, to one hundred 
and fifty thoufand •, and this number, large as it 
may feem, was thinly fcattered over the fea and 
land ; in Spain and Italy, in Africa and Eg3"pt, 
on the banks of the Danube, the coaft of the 
Euxine, and the frontiers of Perfia. The citizen 
was exhaufted, yet the foldier was unpaid ; his 
poverty was mifchievoufly foothed by the privi- 
lege of rapine and indolence ; and the tardy pay- 
ments were detained and intercepted by the 
fraud of thofe agents who ufurp, without courage 
or danger, the emoluments of war. Public and 
private diftrefs recruited the armies of the ftate ; 
but in the field, and ftill more in the prefence of 
the enemy, their numbers were always defedtive. 
The want of national fpirit was fupplied by the 
precarious faith and diforderly fervice of Bar- 
barian mercenaries. Even military honour, 
which has often furvived the lofs of virtue and 
freedom, was almoft totally extinfit. The ge- 
nerals, who were multiplied beyond the ex- 
ample of former times, laboured only to prevent 
the fuccefs, or to fully the reputation of their 
colleagues ; and they had been taught by expe- 
rience, that if merit fometimes provoked the jea- 
loufy, error, or even guilt, would obtain the in- 
dulgence, of a gracious emperor*^. In fuch an agd 

^ See the tliird and fourth books of the Gothic War; the writer of 
die Anecdotes cannot aggrayate thefe abufes* 


the 
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the triurnphs of Belifarius, and afterwards of c H A p'. 
Narfes, fhine with incomparable iuflre; but they . 

lire encompaffed with the darkeft fliades of dif- 
grace and calamity. While the lieutenant of 
Julliniau fubdued the kingdoms of the Goths and 
Vandals, the Emperor timid , though ambitious, 
balanced the forces of the barbarians, fomented 
their divilions by flattery and falfehood, and in- 
vited by his patience and liberality the repetition 
of injuries \ The keys of Carthage, Rome, and 
Ravenna, were prefen ted to their conqueror, 
while Antioch was deflroyed by the Perfians, 
and Juftinian trembled for the falety of Con- 
llantinople. 

Even the Gothic vi6tories of Beliiarius were State of 
prejudicial to the date, fince they aboliflmd the 
important barrier of the Upper Danube, which 
had been fo faithihlly guarded by Theodoric and 
his daughter, f'or the defence of Italj^, the 
Goths evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which 
they left in a peaceful and flourifhing condition : 
the fovereignty was claimed by the Emperor of 
the Romans ; the a6tual poffeflion was abandoned 
to the boldnefs of the lirft invader. On the 
oppofite banks of the Danube, the plains of 
Upper Hungary and the Tranlylvanian hilis were 
polTeffed, fince the death of Attila, by the tribes 


5 AgatHas, L5. p- 15^, 158. He confine-s this weaknefs of the Em- ' 
peror and the empire to the old age of Juilinian; but alas! he was 
never young. 

^ This mifchievous policy -which Procopius (Anecdot. c. 19.) imputes., 
to the Emperor, is revealed. in his epiftleto a Scythian prince, who was 
capable of underftanding it. Ayay mi fays Aga- 

thias (Lv.p. 170^171!.). 
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The Ge- tfie leci'et niotive or tneir annual luunuies. 

pidK. The vacant fortifications of the river were in- 
llantly. occupied by thefe Barbarians ; their ftand- 
ards were planted on the walls of Sirmium and 
Belgrade ; and the ironical tone of their apology^ 
aggravated this infult on the inajefty of the em- 
pire. " So extenfive, O Cmfar, are your domi- 
“ nions; fo numerous are your cities; that you 
“ are continually feeking for nations to whom, 
“ either in peace o'r war, you may relinquifo 
“ thefe ufolefs poffeffions. The Gepidse are your 
“ brave and faithful allies ; and if they have 
“ anticipated yoi^^’ gifts, they have ftiewn a juft 
“ confidence in, your bounty.” Their prefump- 
tion was excufed by the mode of revenge which. 
Ji^fonian embraced. Inftead of afferting the 
rights of a foyereign for the prote6lion of his 
fubje6ls, the Emperor invited a ftrange people 
to inyade and poffefs the Boman provinces be- 
tweeii. the. Danube and the Alps ; and the am- 
bjdon of the Gepidae was checked by the rifing 
The Lorn- ppwer and fame of the Lombards ’. This cor- 
Isards. appellation has been diffufed in the thir- 

teenth century by the, merchants and bankers, 


’ Gens Germana feritate feroclore, fays Velleius Paterculus of the 
Lombards (iL io6.). Langobardos paucitas nobilitat. Plurimis ac 
vaientifilmis nationibus non per pbfequium fed prseliis et pericli- 
tando tuti funt (Tacit, de Moribus German, c. 40.). See likewife Strabo 
(L vii. p. 446.)- The beft geographers place them beyond the Elbe? in^ 
thebilhopric of Magdeburgh and the middle march of Brandenburgh; 
and their fitpation will agree with the patriotic remark of the Coui^td© , 
Hertzbergj that tnoft of the Barbarian conquerors iffiied frqjji 
countries which fUll produce the armies of Prullia* . 
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the Italian pofterity of thefe favage warriors: but chap. 
the orginal naine of Langobards n only XLii. - 

of the peculiar length and fafliion of their beards. ^ 

I am not difp’ofed either to queftion or to juflify 
their Scandinavian origin * ; nor to purfue the 
migrations of the Lombards through unknown 
regions and marvellous adventures. About the 
time of Auguflus and Trajan, a ray of hiftoric 
Hgbt breaks on the darknefs of their antiquities, 
and they are difcovered, for the firft time, be- 
tween the Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, beyond 
the example of the Germans, they delighted to 
propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads 
were formed like the heads of dogs, and that they 
drank the blood of their enemies whom they 
vanquiflied in battle. The fmallnefs of their 
numbers was recruited by the adoption of their 
braveft flaves ; and alone, amidft their powerful 
neighbours, they ' defended by arms their high- 
fpirited independence. In the tempefts of the 
north, which overwhelmed fo many names and 
nations, this little bark of the Lombards ftill 
floated on the furface : they gradually defeended ^ 
towards the fouth and the Danube ; and at the 
end of' four hundred years they again appear 
with their ancient valour and renown. Their 
manners were not lefs ferocious. The aflaflina- 
tion of a royal gueft was executed in the pre- 


^ The Scandinavian origin of the Goths and Lombards, as ftated by 
Paul Wamefrid, fumamed the deacon? is attacked by Cluverius (Ger- 
mania Antiq. !. iii./c. a6. p. ^c.), a native df PrulTxa, and defended 

by 'Grotius *FroI%oxiau ad ‘Gdthrp. the'Swedifli anibaf- 

fence, 
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feace, and by the command, of the king’s 
daughter, who had been provoked by fome 
words, of infult, and difappointed by his dimi- 
nutive ftature ; and a tribute, the price of blood, 
vras impofed on the Lombards, by his brother 
the King of the Heruli. Adverfity revived a 
fenfe of moderation and juftice, and the infolence 
of conqueft was chaftifed by the fignal defeat and 
irreparable difperfion of the Heruli, who were 
feated in the fouthern provinces of' Poland'’. The 
victories of the Lombards recommended them 
to the fi'iendfhip of the Emperors ; and at the 
folicitation of Juftinian, they paifed the Danube, 
to'^reduce, according to their treaty, the cities 
of Noricum and the fortrefl'es of Fannonia. 
But tlie fpirit of rapine foon tempted them be- 
yond thefe ample limits ; •^ley wandered along 
the coaft of the Hadriatic as far as Dyrrachiuin, 
and prefumed, with familiar rudenefi, to enter 
the towns and lioufes of their Roman allies, and 
to feize the captives who had efcaped from their 
audacious hands, Thefe acts of Iioftilitv, the 
{allies, as it might be pretended, of fome ioofe 
adventurers, were difowned by the nation, and 
cxcufed by the Emperor ; but the arms of the 
Lombards were more ferioufly engaged by a con- 
teft of thirty years, which was terminated only by 
the extirpation of the Gepidm. The hoftile na- 
tions often pleaded their caufe before the throne 

^ Itwo izBis in tb-Q .mrratitre of PaBl Diaconus (L i. c. ^oJ) are ex- 
prefiive of fiaiional manners i i* Bum ad tahulam luderet — while he 
played at dra%l!ts. Camporum viridantia Ihuh The cultivation of 
Sax ihppofes property, comnuerce, agriculture, and manufailures. 
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of Conftantinople ; apd the crafty Juftinian, to c H A P- 
whom the Barbarians were almoft equally odious, , 

pronounced a partial and ambiguous fentence, 
and dextroufly protracted the war by flow and 
ineffectual fuccours. Their flrength was formi- 
dable, fince the Lombaids, who fent into the 
fields feveral myriads of foldiers, flill claimed, as 
the weaker fide, the protection of the Romans. 

Their fpirit was intrepid; yet fuch is the uncer- 
tainty of courage, that the two armies were fud- 
denly ftruck with a panic ; they fled from each 
Other, and the rival kings remained with their 
guards in the midft of an empty plain. Afhort 
truce was obtained; but their mutual refentment 
again kindled; and the remembrance of their 
fhame rendered the next encounter more defpe- 
rate and bloody. Forty thoufand of the Barba- 
rians perifhed in the decifive battle, which broke 
the power of the Gepida?, transferred the fears 
and wiflies of juftinian, and firft difplayed the 
character of Alboin, the youthful prince of the 
Lombards, and the future conqueror of Italy 
The wild people who dwelt or wandei’ed in 
the plains of Rufila, Lithuania, and Poland, 
might be reduced, in the age of Juftinian, under 
the two great families of the Eulgakians ” and 
. the 

I have ufed, without tindenalung to reconcile, the fitsSls In Proco^ 
plus (Goth* L ii. c, 14* LHi, r. 33, 34. 1. iv. c. i8, 25,}, Paul Diacomzs 
(de Geftis Langobard. i. u c. i — j/3. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italt- 
carum, tom.i. p, 405 — 4i9.)» Jornandes, (de SitcceC Kegnorum, 
p. 242.). The patient reader may draw feme light from Maicou (Hifl, 
of the Germans, and Annotat. xxiii.) and de Buat (Hifl. dea Peuples, 

&c* tom. ix. X. xi.).t 

I adopt the appellation of Bulgarians, Iksm EnnocHus (ia Paaegyr. 

Theodorici, Opp. Sirrnondy tom. i. p. 1598^ X599*}> Joraandes (tfe 

T 3 . ' Rebus 
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CHAP, the, ScLAV 0 NiANS. According to the Greek 
. writers, the former, who touched the Eujcine 

" and the lake Mseotis, derived from the Huns 
their name or defcent ; and it is needlefs to re- 
new the fimple and well-known pidlure of Tartar 
■ manners. They w'ere bold and dextrous archers, 
who drank the milk and feafted on the flelh of 
their .fleet and indefatigable horfes ; whofe flocks 
and herds followed, or rather guided, the mo- 
tions of their roving camps; to whofe inroads no 
country was remote or impervious, and who were 
pradtiied in flight, though incapable of fear. The 
nation was divided into two powerful and hollile 
trjbes, who purfped each^ other With fraternal 
hatred. They eagerly difputed the friendthip 
or rather the gifts of the Emperor ; and the dii- 
tindlion which nature had fixed between the 
faithful dog and the rapacious wolf, w^as applied 
by an ambaflador who received only verbal in- 
ftrudlions from the mouth of hisilliterate prince 
The Bulgarians, of whatfoever fpecies, were 
equally attradled by Roman w^ealth : they af- 
fumed a vague dominion over the Sclavonian 
'r name, and their rapid marches could only be 
Hopped by the Baltic fea, or the extreme cold 
and poverty of the north. But the fame race of 
Sclavonians appears to have maintained, in every 


Rebus Geticis, c. 5. p. 194. ed. de Regn. Succeffione, p. 5^4 2.)? Theo- 
pliane (p. 185. )> and the Chronicles of Caffiodoz*ius and Marcellinus. 
The name of Huns is too vague ; the tribes of the Cutturgurians and 
Uttuvgurians are too minute and too harlh. 

^ Procopius (Goth. !. iv. c. 19.). His verbal mefiage (he owns him- 
felf an illiter^e Barbarian) is delivered as an epiftle. The fiyle is fa- 
vage, figurative? and original. ' 

16 age. 
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si^e, the poffeffion of the fame countries. THeir c H A 'P. 
numerous tribes, however diftant dr adverfe, ufed 
one common language (it was harih and irre- 
gular), and were known by the fefemblance of 
their form, which deviated from the fwarthy 
Tartar, and approached without attaining the 
lofty ftature and fair cothplexioil of the German. 

Four thouland iix hundred villages were fcat- 
tered over the provinces of Riima and Poland, 
and their huts were haftily built of rough timber, 
in a country deficient both in lione and iron. * 
Eredted, or rather concealed iii the depth ot 
forefts, on the banks of rivers, of the edge of 
morafles, we may not perhaps, without flattery, 
compare them to the architedlure of the beaver; 
which they referabled in a double iffue, to the 
land and water, for the efcape of the favage in- 
habitants, an animal lefs cleanly, lefs diligent, 
and lefs focial, than that marvellous quadriiped'e. 

The fertility of the foil, father tliail the iahbuf 
of the natives, fupplied the ruftic plenty Of the 
Sclavonians. Their llieep and horned cattle 
Were large and numerous, and the fields whicti 
they fowed with millet and panic'*, afforded; 
in the place of bread, a coarfe and lefs nutritivi 

. This fum is the refult of a particular liftj in a curious MS. fragment 
of the year 550? found in the library of Milan. The obfcure geographj^ 
of the times provokes arid exercifes the patience of the Count De Buat 
(tom. xi. p. 69 — 189.). The French mimfter often Idles himfelf in a 
wildemefs which requires a Saxon and Polilh guide. , , ; , ^ ; 

Pqnhum milimn. See Columellaj 1 . S. c. 9. p* 4^0. edit. Gefnef. 

Plin. Hift. Natuir. x-riii, 24? %$, The Sanriatiaris made a pap of mittletj; 
mingled with mare’s milk or blood. In the wealth of modem huft 
handry, our millet feeds poultry, and not heroes. See the didrionaries 
of Bomare and Millep. 

T 4 food. 
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’ rn * 11^ inceffant rapine of their neighbours 
mpelled them to bury this treafure in the 
earth ; but on the appearance of a ftranger, it 
was freely imparted by a people, whofe unfa- 
vourable charadler is qualified by the epithets 
Oi chafte, patient, and holpitable. As their 
ftipreme god, they adored an invifible mafter of 
the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs ob- 
tained their fubordinate honours, and the po. 
pular \vorfhip was exprefled in vows and facri- 
nce. The Sclavonians difdained to obey a de- 
Ipot, a prince, or even a magiftrate; but their 
experience was too narrow, their paffions too 
headftrong, to corapofe a fyllem of equal law or 
general defence. Some voluntary refpedt was 
yielded to age and valour; but each tribe or 
’Village exifted as a feparate republic, and all 

be com. 

pelled. Ihey fought on foot, aimod naked, and, 
except an unwieldy fliield, without any defen 
five armour: their weapons of offence were a' 
bow, a quiver of fmall poifoned arrows, and a 
long rope,, which they dextroufly threw from a 
durance, and entangled their enemy in a run 
ning noofe. In the field, the Sclavonian infantry 
was dangerous by their fpeed, agility, and hai- 
dinefs: they fwam, they dived, they remained 
under water, drawing their breath throu/rh a 
hollow cane ; and a river or lake was ofterr the 
feene of their unfufpedled ambufeade. But thefe 
>vere the atchievements of fpies or ftragglers; 
the military art was unknown to the Sciavo-; 

. . 4 ■ ' . niisini§;, 
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..mans 5- their name was obfcure, and their con- chap. 
quells were inglorious **. 

I have marked the faint and general outline of Theirin- 
the Sclavonians and Bulgarians,without attempt- 
ing to define their immediate boundaries, which 
were not accurately known or refpefted by the 
Barbarians themfelves. Their importance was 
meafured by their vicinity to the empire ; and 
the level country of Moldavia and Walachia was 
occupied by the Antes’'’, a Sclavonian tribe, 
which fwelled the titles of Jullinian with an epi- 
thet of cor.queli^ Againft the Antes he erefted 
the fortifications of the Lower Danube ; and 
laboured to iecure the alliance of a people feated 
m the direct channel of northern inundation, an 
interval of two aiindred miles between the moun- 
tains of Traiifyivania and the Euxine fea. But 
the Antes wanted power and inclination to Hem 
the fury of the torrent : and the liglit armed Scla- 
vonians, from an hundred tribes, purfuedwitli 
almoll, equal fpeed the footfteps of the Bulgarian 

For tlie name and nations tlie ntnation and raanners, of the ScUvo- 
nians, fee the original evidence of the \ 4 th century, in Procopius (Goth* 

I.h. c. l.iiLc44.) and the Emperor MaiirititisorMaiirice{Stratagemat.^ 

1 . ii, c. 5. apud Mafcou, Annotat, xxxi.). The Stratagems of Maurice 
have been printed only, as l underltand, at the end of Scheffer^s edition 
of Anian’s Tadics, at ITpfal, 1^64 (Fabric. Bibliqt, Groec. 1 ,. i.v. c. S. 
tojn. Hi. p. 278.), a fcarce, and hitherto, to me, an inacceflibie book. 

’ Antes ebrum fortiilimi . • . . Tayfis qui rapidus et vorticofus in 
Miftri fluenta furens devolvitur (Jornandes, c. 5. p.i94* edit. Murator. 

Procopius. Goth. 1 . Hi. c» 14. et^ de Idific. L iv. c.7.). Yet the fame 
Procopius mentions the Goths and Huns as neighbours, to 

the Danube (de Edific. i. iv» c. L). 

The national title of Antkus^ in the laws and infcriptioiis of Jxif- 
tlnian, was adopted by his fucceffors, and is julHfied by the pious Lude- 
wig (in Vit. Juftinian, p.515;). It had (iTangely puzzled die civilians 
qf the middle age. ' - " ’ 

.-.^bprfe." 


f M ffifecuite -km I'AtL 

P. hcyrie. IThe of bne piece of gold for 

each foldier, procured a fafe and ea:fy retrea’t 
iihi’ough the ‘Country of the Gepidse, who com- 
mended the paffage of the Upper Danube Ihe 

hopes or fears of the Barbarians ; their inteftine 
onion or difcord ; the accident of a frozen or 
fliallow ftream ; the prolpedl of hai'veft or vin- 
tage ; the profperity or diftrefs of the Eomans ; 
were the caufes which produced the uniform 
repetition of annual vilits% tedious in the nari 
rative, and deftmdlive in the event. The fame 
year, and poffibly the fame month, in which 
Ravenna furrendered, was marked by an invafion 
of the Huns or Bulgarian^, fo dreadful, that it 
almoft effaced the memory of their pad inroads. 
They fpread from the fuburbs of Conftantinople 
to the Ionian gulph, deftroyed thirty-two cities of 
caftles, erazed Potidsea, which Athens had built 
and Philip had bell eged, and repaffed the Danube, 
dragging at their horfes heels one hundred and 
twenty thoufand of the fubjedts of Juftinian. In 
a fubfequent inroad they pierced the wall of the 
Thracian Cherfonefus, extirpated the habitations 
and the inhahitantSj boldly traverfed the Hellef- 
pont, and returned to their companions, laddri 
with the fpoils of Alia. Another party, which 
feemed a multitude in the eyes of the Ronians, 
penetrated, without oppofition, from the ftreights 
of Thermopylae to the ifthmus of Corinth ; and 
the laft ruin of Greece has appeared an objedt 

^ Goth, h IV. d 

An the Huns is comife(S€d,‘ by PrdcnpmsV com^i:; 

fjerbaps that of 531 (Perfxc. Lii. c. 4»> Agathias (I. v. p. tS 4 » ^SS*} 
1io©:qw« from Jus predecelTor fome early 


too 
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too minute for tire atteution of hiftory. The c 
works which the Emperor raifed for the protec- 
tion, but at the expence, of Ms fubje6ls, ferved 
only to difclofe the weaknefs of fome neglected 
part ; and the walls, which by flattery had been 
deemed impregnable, were eidier deferted by the 
garrifon, or fcaled by the Barbarians. Three 
thoufand Sclavonians, who infolently divided 
therafelves into two bands, difcovered the weak- 
nefs and mifery of a triumphant reign. They 
pafled the Danube and the Hebrus, vanquiflied 
the Roman generals who dared to oppofe their 
progrefe, and plundered, with impunity, the cities 
of Illyricum and Thrace, each of which had arras 
and numbers to overwhelmn their contemptible 
affailants. Whatever praife the boldnefs of the 
Sclavonians may deferve, it is fullied by the 
wanton and deliberate cruelty which they are 
accufed of exerciling on their prifoners. With- 
out diftindlion of rank, or age, or fex, the cap- 
tives were impaled or flayed alive, or fulpended 
between four polls, and beaten with clubs till 
they expired, or inclofed in fome fpacious build- 
ing, and left to perilh in the flames with the fpoil 
and cattle which might impede the march of 
thefe favage vi6lors Perhaps a more impartial 
narrative would reduce the number, and qualify 
the nature, of thefe horrid adts ; and they might 
fometiraes be excufed by the cruel laws of re- 
. . ■ ■ 

The cruelties of the Sclavonians are related or magnified by Pro* 
copius (Goth. Liii. c. ^9. 38.). For their mild,an 4 liberal behaviour to 
their prifoners, we may appeal to the authoj^y^fomewhal more. 
of the Emperor Maurice (Stratagem* 1 . ii. Cf 5*)* 


taliation. 
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C:^A P. taliatian. In the fiege of Topirus % whofe obftf. 
— , nate defence had enraged the Sclavonians, they 
malTacred fifteen thoiifand males ; but they ipared 

the women aiid children; the moft valuable 

captives were always referved for labour or ran- 
fom ; the fervitude was not rigorous, and the 
terms of their deliverance were fpeedy and mode- 
rate. But the fubjea, or the hiftorian of Jufti. 

nian, exhaledhisjullindignation in the languao'e 

of complaint and reproach ; and Procopius his 
confidently affirmed, that in a reign of thirty-tw'o 
years, each amml imoad of the Barbarians con- 
fumed two hundred thoufand of the inhabitants 
of the Roman empire. The entire population 
of lurkilh Europe, which nearly correfponds 
with the provinces of Juftinian, would perhaps 
be incapable of fupplying fix millions of perfons, 
the lefiilt of this incredible elliiiiate 

"ZS" . “I* “bfcTO calamities. E.i. 

of the leit the uiock of a revolotiooj which tirfi 

Turks m revealed to the world the name and nation of the 
Tunp. Like Romulus, the founder of that 
martial people was fuckled by a file- wolf, wffio 
afterwards made him the farther of a numerous 
progeny; and reprefentation of that anirftalin 

the banners of the 'I'urks preferved the meinbry 
or rather fuggefted the idea, of a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercourfe, bv 

te’t r or Macedonut, oppo- 

Conft..4!e 

thefetm'S? T teftimonyof the Anecdotes fc. iS.\ 

:the:yj 


Alia, 
A.D. 
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tfee ihepberds of Latium. and thofe of Scythia. i 
At the equal diftance of two thoufand miles from 
the Calpian, the Icy, the Chinefe, and the Bengal 
feas, a ridge of mountains is confpicuous, the 
centre, and perhaps the fummit, of Afia ; which, 
in the language of different nations, has been 
iiyled Iinaus, and Caf*^, arid Altai, and the 
Golden Mountains, and the Girdle of the Earth. 
The tides of the hills were productive of minerals j 
and the iron forges’"^, for the purpofe of war, 
were exercifed by the Turks, the moft det])ifcd 
portion of the tlaves of the great khan of the 
Geougen. But their fervitude could only latl till 
a leader, bold and eloquent, Ihouidarife, to per- 
fuade his countrymen that the fame arras which 
they forged for their matters, might become, in 
their own hands, the intlruments of freedom and 
victory. They fallied from the mountain ; a 

From Caf to Caf; wHch a more ratloiial geography would inter- 
pret, from Imaiis, perhaps, to Mount Atlas. According to the religious 
pMlofophyof the Mahometans, the haHs of Mount Caf is an emerald, 
whole refletSlion produces the azure of the Iky. The mountain is en- 
dowed with a fenfitive acSlion in its roots or neiTes; and their vibration, 
at the command of God, is the caufe of earthquakes (D’Herbelot, 

p. 2^0, 

^■^The Sibeiian iron is the bell and moll plentiful in the world; and 
in the fouthern parts, above fixty mines are now worked by the in- 
dullry of the Ruffians (Strahlenberg, Hill, of Siberia, p. 345. 337. 
Voyage en Sibene, par FAbbe Chappe d’Auteroche, p.603 — 608. edit, 
in aamo. Amfterdam, 1770.). The Turks olfered iron for fale; yet 
the Roman ambaffadors, with Rrange obllinacy, perfffled in believing 
that it was all a trick, and that their country produced none (Menander 
in Excerpt. Leg. p. 15 a.). 

Of Irgana-kon ( Abulgahzi Khan, Hill. Genealogique des Tatars, 
P. ii. c. 5 . p. 7 1 — 7 7. c. 15. p. 155.). The tradition of the Moguls, of 
the 450 years which they palled in the raountalhs, agrees with the Chi- 
nefe periods of the hiRory of the Huns and Turks (De Guignes, tom. i 
part iu p. 376.}, and the twenty generations, from their relloration to" 
Z-ingis. ■ ■ ’ 
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P. fceptre was the reward of his advice; and the 
annual ceremony, in which a piece of iron was 
heated in the fire, and a finith’s hammer was fuc- 
oeifively handled by the prince and his nobles, 
recorded for ages the humble profeffion and ra- 
tional pride of the Turkifli nation. Bertezena, 
their firft leader, fignalized their valour and his 
own in fuccefsful combats againll; the neighbour- 
ing tribes ; but when he prefumed to alk in mar- 
riage the daughter of the great khan, the infolent 
demand of a flave and a mechanic was contemp- 
tuoufly rejedled. The di%i-ace was expiated by 
a more noble alliance with a princefs of China ; 
and the decifive battle which alihoft extirpated 
the nation of the Geougen, eftabliflied in Tartary 
the new and more powerful empire of the Turks. 
They reigned over the north ; but they confeflTed 
the vanity of conqueft, by their faithful attach- 
ment to the mountain of their fathers. The 
royal encampment feldom loft fight of Mount 
Altai, from whence the river Irtifli defcends to 
water therichpaftbresof the Calmucks^", which 
nourifli the largeft iheep and oxen in the world. 
The foil is fruitful, and the climate mild and 
temperate: the happy region was ignorant of 
eaarthquake and peftilence ; the emperor^s throne 
was turned towards the eaft, and a golden wolf 
OB the top of a fpear feemed to guard the entrance 
of his tent. One of the fucceflbrs of Bertezena 


Jn of the Calmucks, is well defcribed 

.n the Genealogical Hiftory, p. .5,1-56*. The curiona not; of the 


was 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



was tempted by the luxury aud.fuperftitiou of C H A p. 
China ; but his defign of building cities and tem- 
pies was defeated by the liraple wifdom of a Bar- 
barian counfellor. “ The Turks,” be faid, “ are 
“ not equal in number to one hundredth part of 
“ the inhabitants of China. Ifiwe balance their 
“ power, and elude their armies, it is becaufe we 
“ wander without any fixed habitations, in the 
exercife of war and hunting. Are. weftrong ? 

“ we advance and .conquer ; are we feeble ; we 
“ retire and are concealed. Should the Turks 
“ confine themfelves within the walls. of cities, 

“ the lofs of a battle would be the deftru6tion of 
“ their empire. The Bonzes preach only pa- 
“ tience, humility, and the renunciation of the 
“ world. Such, O king ! is not the religion of 
“ heroes.” They entertained, with lefs reluct- 
ance, the,dQ^rinesofZoroafter ; but the greateft 
p^yt of the, nation, acquiefced, without inquiry, in 
the , opinions, or rather in the practice, of their . 
apceftors. The honours of facrifice were referved 
for the fupreme deity ; they acknowledged, in 
rude hymns, their obligations to the air, the fire, 
the water, and the earth ; and their priefts,de- 
rived fome profit from the art of divination. . 

Their unwritten laws were rigorous and impar- 
tial: theft was punilhed by a tenfold reftitution : 
adultery, treafon, and murder, with death : and 
no chaftifement could be inflicted too fevere for 
the rare and inexpiable guilt of cowardice. Aa 
the fubjeCt nations marclied under the ftandard 
of the Turks, their cavalry, both men and horfes,,, 
were proudly computed by millions ; one of their 

efteCtive 
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effective armies confifted of four hundred thou* 
fand foldiers, and in lefs than fifty years they 
were connefiled in peace and war with the Ro- 
mans, the Perfians, and the Chinefe. In their 
northern limits, fome vellige may be difcovered 
of the form and fituation of Kamtchatka, of a 
people of hunters and fifliermen, whofe fledges 
were drawn by dogs, and whofe habitations were 
buried in the earth. The Turks were ignorant 
of aftronomy ; but the obfervation taken by fome 
learned Chinefe, with a gnomon of eight feet, 
fixes the royal camp in the latitude of forty-nine 
degrees, and marks their extreme progrefs with- 
in three, or at leaft ten degrees, of the polar 
circle 'k Among their fouthern conquefts, the 
moll fplendidwas that of the Nepthalites or white 
Huns, a polite and warlike people, who poflefled 
the commercial cities of Bochara and Samarcand, 
who had variquifiied the Perfian monarch, and 
carried their vidlorious arms along the banks, 
and perhaps to the mouth, of the Indus. . On 
the fide of the weft, the Turkilh cavalry ad- 
vanced to the lake Maeotis. They palTed that lake 
on the ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot of 
Mount Altai, iflued his commands for the fiege of 
Bolphorus*%acity,thevoluutaryfubje6tofRome, 
and whofe princes had formerly been the friends 


Wdelou, p. 141. 151. The fad, though it ftriaiy belongs to a 
fubordinate and fucceffive tribe may be introduced here. 

Procopius Perfic. i. i. c. la. 1. ii. c. 3. Peyffonnel (Obfervations 
fur les Peoples Barbaras, p. 99, loo.) defines tbe diftaace between Cafia' 
and the old Bofphoras at xyi long Tartar leagues* 
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Athens’’. To the eaft, the Turks invaded China, chap. 
as often as the vigour of the government was , 

relaxed: and I am taught to read in the hif- 
toiy of the times, that they mowed down their 
patient enemies like hemp or grafs ; and that the 
mandarins applauded the wifdom of an emperor 
who repulfed thefe Barbarians with golden 
lances. This extent of favage empire compel- 
led the Turkifli monarch to eftablilli three fubor- 
dinate princes of his own blood, who foon forgot 
their gratitude and allegiance. The conquerors 
were enervated by luxury, which is always fatal, 
except to an induflrious people 5 the policy of 
China folicited the vanquiflied nations to refume 
their independence ; and the power of the Turks 
was limited to a period of two hundred years. 

The revival of their name and dominion in the 
fouthern countries of Alia, are the events of a 
later age; and the dynafties, which fucceeded 
to their native realms, may fleep in oblivion ; 
lince their hiftory bears no relation to the de- 
cline and fall of the Homan empire 5°. 

In the rapid career of conqueft, the Turks at- The Avarj 
tacked and lubdued the nation of the Ogors or 
Varchonites on the banks of the river Til, which 

proach the 
empire. 

^ See, in a Memoir of M. de Boze (Mem- de I’ Academic des Infcrip- 
tions tom. vi. p.549 — the ancient kings and medals of the Cim- | 

merian Bofphorus ; and the gratitude of Athens, in the Oration of De- | 

mofthenes againft Leptines (in Reiike, Orator. Grgec. tom. i. p. 4O6.467.}. 

For the origin and revolutions of the firft Turkilh empire, the Chi- 
nefe detuils are borrowed from De Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom. i. P.ii, 
p. 367 — 4651.) and Vifdelou (Supplement ala Bibliotheque Orient. d^Her- 
belot, p. 82 — 1 14* The Greek or Roman hints are gathered in Menan- 
der (p. 108 — i 64») and Theophyia( 5 l SwiWatta (l.rii* c* 7, 8.}. 
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derived the epithet of black from its dark wateV 
or gloomy forefts The khan of the Ogors 
was flain with three hundred tboufand of his fub- 
jefts, and their bodies were fcattered over the 
fpace of four days journey ; their furviving 
coutntrymen acknowledged the llrength and 
mercy of the Turks; and a fmall portion, about 
twenty thoufand warriors, preferred exile to fer- 
vitude. They followed the well-known road of 
the Volga, cheriftied the error of the nations who 
confounded them with the Avars, and fpread the 
terror of that falfe though famous appellation, 
which had not, however, faved its lawful pro- 
prietors from the yoke of the Turks After a 
long and yifitorious march, the new Avars ar- 
rived at the foot of Mount Caucafus, in the 
country of the Alani^^ and Circaflians^ where 
they firft heard of the fplendour and weaknels 
of the Roman empire. They humbly requefled 
their confederate, the Prince of the Alani, to 
lead them to this fource of riches; and their 
ambaffador, with the permiffion of the governor 
of Lazica, was tranfported by the Euxine fea to 

The river Til, or Tula, according to the geography of De Guignes, 
(tom. i. partii. p. Iviii* and 35 a.) ^ though grateful jftream of 

the defert, that falls into the Orhon, Selinga, &c. See Bell, Journey 
from Peterlburgh to Pekin (voLii. p, yet his own defcription of 

the Keat, down which he failed into the Oby, reprefent's the name and 
attributes of the black (p. I 39 .)» 

Tlieophyla( 51 :, h vii. c. 7, 8.- Anri yet his true Avars are invihble 
even to the eyes of M. de Guignes,- and what can be more illuftrioua 
than the falfe ? The right of the fugitive Ogors to that national ap- 
pellation is confeffed by the Turks themfelves (Menander, p. 108*). 

The Alani are ftillfound in the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars 
(p. 617.), and in D’Anville’s maps* Theypppofed the march of the ge- 
nerals of Zingis round the Cafpian fea, and wer^ oyertlirown in a great 
battle (liift* de Gengifcan? h iv* c. 9 . p.447*}* 

Conftan- 
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Conftantinople. The Whole city was poured c H A Pi 
forth to behold with curiofity and terror the , . 
alpedl of a ftrange people j their long hair, which 
hung in treffes down their backs^ was gracefully 
bound with ribbons, but the reft of their habit 
appeared to imitate the falhion of the Huns*' 

When they were admitted to the audience of Their em- 
Juftinian, Candilh, the firft of the ambafladors, 
addreffed the Roman emperor in thefe terms: tmopie,” 

“ You fee before you, O mighty Prince, the re- A.i).j5Sf. 
“ prefentatives of the ftrongeft and moft popu- 
“ lous of nations, the invincible, the irrefiftible 
“ Avars. We are willing to devote ourfeives to 
“ 5mur fervice : we are able to vanquilh andde- 
“ ftroy all the Wremies who now difturb your 
“ repofe. But we expert, as the price of our 
“ alliance, as the reward of our valour, precious 
“ gifts, annual fubfidies, and fruitful pofleffions.” 

At the time of this embafly, Juftinian had reigned 
above thirty, be had lived abqye feveatyjfive 
years: his mind, as well as his body, was feeble 
and languid 5' and the conqueror of Africa and 
Italy, carelefs of the permanent intereft of his 
people, afpired only to end his days in the bofom 
even of inglorious peace. In a ftudied oration, 
he imparted to the fenate his refolution to dif 
femble the infult, and to purchafe the friendfliip 
of the Avars; and the whole fenate, like the man- 
darins of China, applauded the incomparable wif- 
dom and forefight of their fovereign. I'he in- 
ftruments of luxury were immediately prepared 
to captivate the Barbarians; filken garments, 
loft and fplendid beds, and chains and collars 

w 2 incrufted 
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CHAP, inci'ufted with gold. The amhaffadors, content 
. , with fuch liberal reception, departed from Con- 

ftantinople, and Valentin, one of the Emperor’s 
guards, was fent with a fimilar charadler to their 
camp at the foot of Mount Caucafus. As their 
deftrudfeion or their fuccefs mull be alike advan- 
tageous to the empire, he perfuaded them to in- 
vade the enemies of Rome ; and they were eafily 
tempted, by gifts and promifes, to gratify their 
ruling inclinations. Thefe fugitives, who fled 
before the Turkiflr arms, pafled the Tanais and 
BoryRhenes, and boldly advanced into the heart 
of Poland and Germany, violating the law of 
nations, and abufing the rights of vidlory. Be- 
fore ten years had elapfed, their camps were 
feated on the Danube and the Elbe, many Bul- 
garian and Sclavonian names were obliterated 
from the earth, and the remainder of their tribes 
are found, as tributaries and vaffals, under the 
ftandard of the Avars. The chagan, the pecu- 
liar title of their king, ftill afiedled to cultivate 
the friendlhip of the Emperor; and Juftinian 
entertained forae thoughts of fixing them in. 
Pannonia, to balance the prevailing power of the 
Lombards. But the virtue or treachery of an 
Avar betrayed the fecret enmity and ambitious 
defigns of their countrymen ; and they loudly 
complained of the timid, though jealous policy, 
of detaining their ambafladors, and denying the 
arms which they had been allowed to purchafe 
in the capital of the empire 

Perhaps 

The erabajBSes and firfl coxLqtieft$ of the Avars may be read in Me^ 
mander (Excerpt, Legat. p. 99, 100, loi, 154, 155.). Theophanes 

(p. I 96 .> 
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Perhaps the apparent change in the difpofitiona chap. 
of the Emperors, may be afcribed td theembafly . 
which was received from the conquerors of the Embaffie? 
Avars The immenfe diftatice which eluded 
their arms, could not extinguifh their refentment; Romans, 
the Turkiflt ambaffadors pilrfued the footfteps of d- 
the vanquiflied to the Jaik, the Volga, Mount 
Caucafus, the Euxine, and Conftantinoplej and at 
length appeared before the fuccelTor of Gonftah- 
tine, to requefb that lie would not efpoufe tlie 
caufe of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce 
had fome fliare in this remarkable negotiation : 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries 
of the Turks, embraced the fair occafion of open- 
ing, by the north of the Cafpian, a new road for 
the importation of Chinefe filk into the liomah 
empire. The Perfian, who preferred the naviga- 
tion of Ceylon, had flopped the caravans of Bo- 
charaand Samarcand: tbeit filk ifras cotitemptu- 
©ufly burnt: fome Turkifh ambafladots died in 
Perfia, with a fufpicion of poifon ; and the great 
khan permitted his faithful vaflal Maniael^^he 
prince of the Sogdoites, to propofe, at the By- 
zantine court, a treaty of alliance againfl their 
common enemies. Their fpiendid apparel and 
rich prefents, the fruit of Oriental luxury, dif- 
tinguifhed Maniach and his colleagues, from the 


(p* 196.), the Hiftom Mifcella (I. xvi* p* io9*)> and Gtegoty 6f Tours 
(!. IV. c. 319. in the Hiftorians of France, tom. ii. p. ai4. 2117.). 

Theophanes (Chron, p. 304*) ajud the Hift. Mifcella ( 1 . xyi. p. j 10.), 
underftood.by De Guignes (tom. i. part H* p. 354*)» to fpcai 

of a Turkilh embalTy to Juftiman hhhfelfj hut that of Maniach, in the 
fourth year of his fucceflbr Juftin, is poW^ciy the firift that rifelched 
Conflantinople (Menander, p. 108.). ' 

V 3 rude 
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CHAP, rude favages of the North: their letters, in the 
Scythian charafiler and language, announced 
a people who had attained the rudiments of 
fcience : they enumerated the conquefts, they 
.offered the friendlhip and military aid of the 
Turks; and their fincerity Was atteffed hy direful 
imprecations (if they were guilty of falfehood) 
againll their own head, and the heiid of Difabul 
their matter. The Greek Prince entertained 
with hofpitable regard the ambaffadors of a re- 
mote and powerful monarch: the fight of filk- 
worms and looms difappointed the hopes of the 
Sogdoites; the Emperor renounced, or feemed 
to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accepted 
.the alliance of the Turks ; ' and the ratification of 
the treaty was carried by a Roman minifter to 
the foot of Mount Altai. Under the fuccefibrs 
of Juftinian, the friendfliip of the two nations 
was cultivated by frequent and cordial inter- 
courfe ; the moft favoured vafials were permitted 
to iipitate the example of the great khan, and 
one hundred and fix Turks, who, on various 
occafions, had vifited Conftantinople, departed 
at the lame time for their native country. The 
.duration and length of the journey from the 
Byzantine court to Mount Altai are not Ipecified : 
•it might have been difficult to mark a road 


The Ruffians have found charaiSlers, rude hieroglyphics, on the 
Irtilh and Yenifei; on medals, tombs, idols, rocks, obelilks, &c. (Strah- 
i^nberg, Hift. of Siberia, p. 3a4. 346. 406. 459.). Dr. Hyde (de Reli- 
gicne Veterum Perfaruin, p. 521, &c.)has given two alphabets of Thi- 
bet and of die Eygours. I have long harboured a fufpicion that all the 
, Scythian, and Jhnje, perhaps of the Indian fcience, was dea*ived 
ftom the Greeks of Ba< 5 lnana* • - 

. ■ . -Ji through 
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tbrougb the namelefs deferts, the mountains, c H A p. i 

rivers, and moraffes of Tartary; but a curious , I 

account has been preferved of the reception oi‘ ’ ' I 

the Roman ambaf&dors at the royal camp. After • 

they had been purified with fire and incenfe,, I 

according to a rite ftill pra(Rifed under the fons 
of Zingis, they were introduced to the prefence 
ofDifabul. In a valley of the Golden Mountain, 

' fhey found the great khan in his tent, feated in | 

a chair with wheels, to which ,an horfe might be 
occafionally harneffed. As foon as they had 
delivered their prefents, which were received by ' 

the proper officers, they expofed, in a florid I 

oration, the wiflres of the Roman Emperor, that | 

rVi6tory might attend the arms of the Turks, that ; 

their reign might be long and p.rofperous, and ’ 

that a ftridl alliance, Avithout envy or deceit, i 

^ might for ever be maintained between the tAvo | 

moft powerful nations of the earth. ThcanfAV'er 
of Difabul correfponded with thefe friendly pro- 
feffions, and the ambaffadors were feated by his \ 

fide, at a banquet which lafted the greateft part ‘ 

of the day; the tent was furrounded with filk 
hangings, and a Tartar liquor was ferved on the j 

table, Avhich poffefl’ed at leaft the intoxicating 
qualities of wine. The entertainment of the | 

fucceeding day was more fumptuous ; the filk i 

hangings of the fecond tent were embroidered , 

in various figures ; and the royal feat, the cups, | 

and the vafes, were of gold. A third pavilion ■ 

was fupported by columns of gilt wood ; a bed 
' of pure and ma^ gold was raifed on four pea« 

pocks of the fame metal ; and before f;he em 
V 4 trance 
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trance of the tent, difties, bafons, and ilatues of 
folid filver, and admirable art, were oftentatioully 
piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather 
than of induftry. When Difabul led his armies 
againft. the frontiers of Perfia, his Roman allies 
followed many days the march of the Turkifli 
camp, nor were they difmiffed till they had en- 
joyed their precedency over the envoy of the 
great king, whofe loud and intemperate clamours 
interrupted the filence of the royal banquet. 
The power and ambition of Ghofroes cemented 
the union of the Turks and Romans, who touched 
bis dominions on either fide : but thofe diflant 
nations, regardlefe of each other, confulted the 
dictates of intereft, without recollefiling the 
obligations of oaths and treaties. While the fuc- 
ceffor of Difabul celebrated his father’s obfequies, 
he was fainted by the ambaffadors of the Emperor 
Tiberius, who propofed an invafion of Perfia, and 
fuftained, with firmnefs, the angry, and perhaps 
the juft, reproaches of that haughty Barbarian. 

You fee my ten fingers,” faid the great khan, 
and he applied them to his liiouth, you 
“ Romans Ijieak with as many tongues, but 
“ they are tongues of deceit and perjury. To 
“ me you hold one language, to my fubje6ls 
another : and the nations are fucceflively de- 
“ luded by your perfidious eloquence. You pre- 
“ cipitate your allies into war and danger, you 
“ enjoy their labours, and you negledl your 
“ benefadtors. Haften your return, inform your 
“ niafter that a Turk is incapable of utter- 
“ ing or forgiving falQiood, and that he fhall 

“ fpeedily 
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“ fpeedily meet the piiniflitfieiit which he de- CHAP. 
“ ferves. While he folicits ray friendihip with ■ 

“ flattering and hollow Words, he is funk to a con- 
“ federate of my fugitive Varchonites. Iflcon- 
“ defcend to march againft thofe contemptible 
“ flaves, they Will tremble at the found of our 
“ whips; they Will be trampledj like a neft of 
“ ants, under the feet of my innumerable ca- 
“ valry. I am not ignorant of the road which 
“ they followed to invade your empire ; nor can 
“ I be deceived by the vain pretence; that Mount 
“ Caucafus is the impregnable barrier of the Ilo- 
“ mans. I know the coutfe of the Nieller, tlm 
“ Danube, and the Hebrus ; the moll warlike 
“ nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks; 

“ and from the rifing to the fetting fun, the 
“ earth is my inheritance.” Notwithftanding 
this menace, a fenfe of mutual advantage foon 
renew'ed the alliance of the Turks and Romans; 
but the pride of the great khan flltvived his fe- 
fentment : and when he announced an important 
conqueft to his friend the Emperor Maurice, he 
llyled himfelf the mailer of the feVen races, and 
the lord of the feven climates of the world 

Difputes have often arifen between the fove- state of 
reigns of Alia, for the title of king of the world; Peiiia, 
while the contell has proved that it could not 
belong to either of the competitors. The king- 
dom of the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or 
Gihon ; and Touran was feparated by that great 

All the details of thefe Turkifii and RoiSHiHi difibafKss, fo carious Ui 
the hiftory of human manners, are draUm ftoita the fixtrafts df 
der (p. io6 — no. ifi "tHiicJiirh tuftsfc regret 

the want of order and connedtion. 


river 



river from the rival monarchy oi Iran^ or reriia,^ 
which in a fmaller compafs contained perhaps si 
larger meafure of power and population. ^ le 
Perfians, who alternately invaded and repulfed 
the Turks and the Romans, were ftill ruled by 
the houfe of Saffan, which afcended the throne 
before the acceffion of J u& 
His contemporary, Cabades, or Ivobad, 

eror 


three hundred years 

tinian. .. . , , -n 

had been fuccefsful in war agamft the hmp 
Anaftafius ; but the reign of that prince was dif- 
trafted by civil and religious troubles. A pri- 
foner in the hands of his fubjeas ; an exile among 
the enemies of Perfia ; he recovered his Uberty 
by proftitutj.ng the honour of his wife, and re- 
gained his kingdom with the dangerous and 
mercenary aid of the Barbarians, who had flain 
his father. His nobles were fnfpicious that 
Kobad neyer forgave the authors of his expuL 
fion, or even thofe of his reftoration. The 
people was deluded and inflamed by the fana. 
ticifm of Mazdak who afferted the community 
of women and the equality of mankind, whilfl 
he appropriated the richeft lands and ipoft beau 
tiful temples to the ufe of his feaaries. Th( 
view of thefe diforders, which had been fomentes 
by his laws and example embittered the de 
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idiningage ofthePerfian monarch; and his fears p h A P, 
were increafed by the cpnfcioufnefs of his defign , , 

to reverfe the natural and cuflomary order of fuc- 
ceiiion, in favour of his third and moll favoured 
fon, fo famous under the names of Chofroes and 
Nufliirvan. To render the youth more illuftri- 
ous in the eyes of the nations, Kobad was de- 
firous that he fliohld be adopted by the Emperor 
Juflin : the hope ofpeace inclined the Byzantine 
court to accept this lingular propofal ; and Ghof 
roes might have acquired a fpecious claim to 
the inheritance of his Homan parent. But the 
future mifchief was diverted by the advice of 
the quaellor Proclus : a difficulty was ftarted, 
whether the adoption fliould be performed as a 
civil or military rite ; the treaty was abruptly 
diffolved; and the fenfe of this indignity funk 
deep into the mind of Chofroes, who had already 
advanced to the Tigris on his road to Conllan- 
tinople. His father did not long furvive the 
difappointment of his willies : the tellament oi 
their deceafed fovereign was read in the affembly 
of the nobles ; and a powerful fa6tion, prepared 
for the event, and regardlefs of the priority of 
age, exalted Chofroes to the throne of Perfia. 

He filled that throne during a profperous period 

gave tlie humiliation to which Ms filial piety had {looped: pedes tuos 
deofculatus (faid he to Mazdak), cujus fsetor adhuc nares occupat(Po- 

cockj Specimen Hill. Arab, p* 71 •)• 

Procopius, Perfic. L i. c. 11. Was not Proclus over -wife ? Was 
not the danger imaginary? — The excufe, at leail, was injurious to a 
pation not ignorant of letters: &• o» 

^'omvrc&i ctXTC l-mKiuv crKtvvi* Whether any mode of adoption was prac- 
dfed m Perfia, I much doubt. 

ot 
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of forty-Oight years'*®; and the Justice of Nu* 
fliirvan iS celebrated as the therne of immortal 
praife by the nations of the Eaft. 

But the juftice of kings is underftodd by theiiii 
felves, and even by their fubje6ls, with an ampl6 
indulgence for the gratification of paffion and in- 
tereft. The virtue of ChOfroes was that of a 
conqueror, -who, in the meafiires of peace and 
war, is excited by ambition, and reftrained by 
prudence; who confounds the greatnefs With the 
happinefs of a nation, and calmly devotes the 
lives of thoufands to the fame. Or even the amufe- 
mentj of a Angle man. In his domeilic admini- 
ftratioh, the juft Nulhirvan would merit in our 
feelings the appellation of a tyrant. His tWo 
elder brothers had been deprived of their fait 
expectations of the diadem ; their future lift, 
between the fupreme rank and the condition of 
fubjeCls, was anxious to themftlves and formi- 
dable to their mafter : fear aS well as revOnge 
might tempt them to rebel ; the flighteft evi- 
dence of a Gonfpiraey fatisfied the author of theit 
wrongs ; and the repofe of Chofroes waS fechfed 
by the death Of theft unhappy princes, With their 
families and adherents. One giiiltlefs youth waS 
faved and difmiffed by the CompafliOh of a 

From Procopius and AgatKIas, Pag! (tom.il, p. 4:43* 6s6.) has 
proved that Chofroes Hulhirvan afcehded the throiie in the fifth year of 
Juftinkn (A. ^31* April u ^A. B* Apfil i.). But the true 

chronology, which harmonizes with the Oreeks and Orientals, is afc^- 
tatued by John Malala (tdm.fi* Cabades^ or Kdhad, after a reign 

of forty-three years and two months, fickened the 8th, and died the 
1 3ih of September, A. B. 5 3 1, aged eighty-two years. According to the 
annals of Eutychins, Nulhirvan reigned fotty-feven years and fix months; 
and his death muft confequently be placed in March A. B. sfp 

1 $ teran 
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A. D. 
551— i 79 * 
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teran general ; and this a£l of humanity, which q H a p. 
was revealed by his fon, overbalanced the merit 
of reducing twelve nations to the obedience of 
Perfia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes 
had fixed the diadem on the head of Ghofroes 
bimfelf ; but he delayed to attend the royal funir 
mons till he had performed the duties of a miliT 
tary review: he was inftantly commanded to re- 
pair to the iron tripod, which flood before the 
gate of the palace''^ where it was death to relieve 
or approach the viftim ; and Mebodes languiflied 
feveral days before his fentence was pronounced, 
by the inflexible pride and calm ingratitude of 
the fon of Kobad. But the people, more efpe- 
cially in the Eaft, is difpofed to forgive, and even 
to applaud, the cruelty which ilrikes atthe loftieft 
heads ; at the flaves of ambition, whofe voluntary 
choice has expofed them to live in the fmilea, 
and to perifh by the frown of a capricmus mo- 
narch, in the execution of the la ws which he had 
no temptation to violate j in the punifhraent of 
crimes which attacked his own dignity, as well as 
the happinefs of individuals ; Nulhirvan, or Chof. 
roes, deferved the appellation of His go- 

vernment was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It 
was the firft labour of his I’eign to abolifli the dan- 
gerous theory of common or equal pofielfions : the 
lands and women which the fedtaries of Mazdak 
had ufurped,. were reftored to their lawful own- 
ers ; and the temperate chaftifement of the fa- 

Procopius, Perfic. h i. c. 43* BrilTon de p. 494* 

The gate of the palace of Ifpahan is, or was, the fatal fcene of difgrace 
or death (Chajrdwi, Voyage eaPeyfe^ tom^iv* p* 313*)* 
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natics or impoftors confirmed the domeftic rigntss 
of fociety. Inftead of liflening with blind confi- 
dence to a favourite minifter, he eflablifhed four 
viziers over the four great pi'ovinces of his em- 
pire, Aflyria, Media, Perfia, and Baarkna. In 
the choice of judges, prsefeas, and counfellors, 
die ftrove to remove the mafk which is always 
worn in the prefence of kings j he wifhed to fub- 
flitute the natural order of talents for the acci- 
dental diainaions of birth and fortune; he pro- 
feffed, in fpecious language, his intention to 
prefer thofe men who canned the poor in their 
bofoms, and to banifh corruption from the feat of 
‘ Juaice, as dogs were excluded from the temples 
of the Magi. The code of laws of the fira Ar.* 
taxerxes was revived and publifhed as the rule of 
the magiarates ; but the affurance of fpeedy pu- 
nifhment was the bea fecurity of their virtue^ 
nrTioii’ Kf.1inx7innr was infneaed by a thoufand 
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more honourable fervice. The deferted vflla’geg C S A pi 
were relieved by his bounty ; to the peafants and 
farmers who were found incapable of cultivating ' 
their lands, he diftrihuted cattle, feed, and the 
inllruinents ofhufbandry; and the rare andinefti- 
mable treafore of frefli water was parfiinonioufly 
managed, and Ikilfully dilperfed over; the arid 
territory of Perfia The profperity of that 
kingdom was the eftedl and the evidence of his 
virtues: his vices are thofe of Oriental delpotifm j 
but in the long competition between Chofroes 
and Juftinian, the advantage both of merit and 
fortune is almoft always on the fide of the Bar- 
barian^’. 

To the praife of juftice Nulliirvan united the His We rf 
reputation of knowledge; and the feven Greek 
philofophers, who vifited his court, were invited 
^d deceived by the ffcrange aflurance, that a dif- 
ciple of Plato was feated on the Per§an throne. 

Did they expedl that a prince, llrenubufly exer- 
cifed in the toils of war and government, ftiould 
agitate, with dexterity like their own, the ab- 
llrufe and profound quelliohs which amufed the 


In Perfia, the prince of the waters is an officer of ftate. The 
number of wells and fubterraneous channels is much diminifhed, and 
with it the fertility of the foil; 400 wells have been recently loft near 
Tauris, and 4^2,000 were once reckoned in the province of Khorafan 
(Chardin, tom.iii. p. 99, 100. Tavernier, tom. i. p. 466.). 

The charatfter and government of Nufiiirvan is reprefented fome- 
times in the words of d^Herbelot (Bibliot, Orient, p. 680, &c- from 
Khendenur), Eutychius Annul, tom. ii. p. 179, 180.— -very rich), Abul- 
pharagius (Dynid. vii. p* 94, 95. — very poor), Tarikh Shcikard 
(p. 144 — 150.), Texeira (in Stevens, Li. c. 35.), Afleman. (Bibliot. 
Orient, tom. iii. p. 404 — 410.), and the Abbe Fourmont (Hift. de 
FAcad. des Infcriptions, tom..vii. p. 3^5-- 334.), who has tranfiated a 
fpurious or genuine teftament of Nulhirvan. 

leifurc 
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leifure of the fchools of Athens? Could they hope 
that the precepts of philofophy fliould direfil the 
life, and control the paffions, of a defpot, whofe 
infancy had been taught to confider his ahfolute 
and fluSuating will as the only rule of moral ob- 
ligation'*® ? The ftudies of Chofroes were often- 
tatious and fuperficial: but his example awakened 
the curiofity of an ingenious people, and the light 
of feience was diifufed over the dominions of 
Perlia^’. At Gondi Sapor, in the neighbour- 
hood of the royal city of Sufa, an academy of phy- 
fic was founded, which infenfibly became a li- 
beral fchooi of poetry, philofophy, and rhetoric'*®. 
TSie annals of the monarchy"*® were corapofed ; 
and wWle recent and authentic hiftoiy might 
aflbrd foine ufeful lelTons l^oth to the prince and 
^ople, the darknefs of the firft ages was embel- 
liflied by the giants, the dragons, and the fabu-r 
lous heroes of Oriental romance^®. Every learned 

or 

A tkoufatid years before his birth, the judges of Perfia had given 
a folemn opinion— rty Hspirecnv sf «ro av 

(Herodot. 1 . iii- c, 31. p. aio%edit. Wefleling.). Nor had this confti- 
tutionai maxim been negle< 5 ied as an ufelefs and barren theory. 

On the literary ftate of Perfia, the Greek verfions, philofophers, 
fophifls, the learning or ignorance of Chofroes, Agathias (U ii* c. 66 — 
71.) difplays much information and Ilrong prejudices. 

AfTeman* Bibliot. Orient, tom. iv. p. jx’CLXV. vi. vii. 

The Shah Nameh, or Book of King«, is perhaps thi pnginal re- 
cord of hiftory- which was tranflated into Greek by interpreter Ser- 
gius (Agathias, 1 . v. p. pi’efenred after the Mahometan conqueft, 
and vejrfified in the year 994, by the national poet Ferdouffi. See 
,d^Aaquetil (Mem. de FAcademie, tom. xxxi. p. 379 -)? William 

Jones (Hift* of Nader Shah, p. 161.). 

In the jfifth century, the name of Reflom or Roftom, an hero who 
equalled the ffrength of twelve elephant^, was familiar to tlie Arme- 
nians (Mofe^ Chorenenfis, Hift. Armen, t ii. c. 7. p. 96. edit. 

In the beginning of the feventh, the Perfian Romance of Roftam and 
Wendiar* was applauded at Mecca (Sale’s Koran, c. xxxh p. 335*)* 
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or confident Ilranger was enriched by the bounty, C 
and flattered bythe converfatiQn,of the rionarch ; 
he nobly rewarded a Greek phyfician by the 
deliverance of three thoufand captives.^ and the 
fophills who contended for his favour, were ex- 
afperated by the wealth and jnfolence of Uranius, 
-their more fuccefsful rival. Nulhirvanijelieved, 
or atleafl; refpe6led, the religion of the Magi; and 
fome traces of perfecution may be difcovered in 
his reign^^ Yet he allowed himfelf freely to com- 
pare the tenets of the various fedts; and the theo- 
logical difputes in which he frequently preflded 
diminifhed the authority of the prieft, and en- 
lightened the minds of the people. At his com- 
mand, the moll celebrated writers of Greece and 
India were tranflated into the Perfian language;* 
a fmooth and elegant idiom, recommended by 
Mahomet to the ufe of paradife: though it is 
branded with the epithets of lavage and unmu- 
fical, by the ignorance and prefumption of Aga- 
thias”. Yet the Greek hillorian might reafonably »' 
wonder, that it lliould be found poffible to exe- 
cute an entire verfion of Plato and Ariftotle in a 


Yet this expofition of ludicruTqfi' novts hiftorise, is not given by Maraccl 
(Refutat. Alcoran, p. 544 — 548.). 

Procop. Goth. I.iv, c. to. Kobad had a favourite Greek phyfi- 
cian, Stephen of EdefTa (Perfic. I. ii. c. a 6.). The pratSiice was ancient; 
and Herodotus relates the adventures of Democedes of Crotona ( 1 . iii. 
c.ia5--»i37.). 

See Pagi, tom, ii. p. 6z6. In one of the treaties an honourable 
article was inferted for the toleration and burial of the Catholics (Me- 
nander, in Excerpt. Legat. p. t4a.). Nuihizad, a fonof Nulhirvan, was 
a Chriftian, a rebel, and — a ntartyr? (D'Herbelot, p. 681.). 

On the PerjSan language, and its three 4kIe<Ss, confult D’An- 
quetil (p. 339 “^ 343 *) Jones (p. 153 — 1S5.): rinyXmlp Kca 

ay.hicrora 7 ^, is the characSler which Agathlas (I. ii. p. ^6.) ascribes to an 
idiom renowned in the Eail for poetical foftnefs^ 

VOL. VII. x foreign 
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CHAP “O* '>®“ ‘“ 

a exprefi the fpirit of freedom and *e fubtlehes of 

' — • — ' phUofophic difquifltion. And, rf the reafon of 
the Stagyrite might be equally dark, or equally 
intelligible in every tongue, the dramatic art and 
verbal argumentation of tire difcipleof Socrates", 
appear to he indiilblubly mingled with fte grace 
and perfeaion of his AtUc llyle. In the teafch 
of univerfal knowledge, Nulhirvan was i^ornied, 
that the moral and political fables of Pilpay, an 
ancient Brachman, were preferred with jealous 
reverence among the treafures of the kings of 
India. The phyfician Perozes was fecretly dii- 
■patched to the banks of the Ganges, with inftruc- 
Lns to procure, at any price, the coram^cation 
of this valuable work. His dexterity obtained a 
tranfcript, his learned diligence accomphftied the 
tranflation; and the fables of Pilpay- were re^ 
and admired in the affembly of Nufhirvan and 
his nobles. The Indian original, and the Perfaan 
copy, have long fince difappeared ; but this vene- 
rable monument has been fayed by the curiofity 
of the Arabian caliphs, revived in the modern 
Perfic, the TurkiOi, the Syriac, the Hebrew, and 

M Agathias fpeclfies the Gorgiaa, Ph^don, Parmenides, ^Ti- 
m:HUs. ® Reaaudot (Pabricius, BibKot. P* 

S aSwS Pha-Tf^n three copi^ ^ 

TuLaZ a verLn from the Greek, Sapientia todorum, mlerted by 

Pere Pouflin at the end of his edition of Pachymer (p. 547 ' 

- In French, from the TurkHh, dedicated, m 1540, to Sid- 

nar M M- Galland et Cardonne, Pans, 1778. 3 vols. m 
Wharton (Hifiory of Englife Poetry, vol. i. p. isyiSi-) tates » 
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the Greek idioms, and transfufed through fue*jc hap. 
ceflive verfions into the ^lodern languages of . 

Europe. In their prefent form, the peculiar 
chara6ler, the manners and religion of the Hin- 
doos, are completely obliterated! and the in*, 
trinfic merit of the fables of Pilpay is far inferior 
to the concife elegance of Phaedrus, and the na- 
tive graces of La Fontaine. Fifteen moral and 
political fentences are. illuftrated in a feries of 
apologues : but the compofition is intricate, the 
narrative prolix^ and the precept obvious and 
barren. Yet the Brachman may affume the 
merit of a pleafing fidlion, which adorns 

the nakednefs of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, 
to a royal ear, the harflinefs of inftruQ:ion. With 
a fimilar defign, to adraonilh kings that they are 
ftrong only in the ftrength of their fubjefits, the 
fame Indians invented the game of chefs, which 
was likewife introduced into Perfia under |;he 
reign of Nufhirvan 

The fon of Kobad found his kingdom invblv^ Peace and 
in a war with the fucceffor of Conftantihe ; and war wi* 
the anxiety of his domeftic litua.tion inclined 
him to grant the fufpenfion of arms, which Juf- a.d. 
tinian was impatient to purchafe. Chofroes faw i39- 
the Roman ambaffadors at his feet. He accepted 
eleven thoufand pounds of gold, as the price of 
an endlefs or indefinite peace ” ; fome mutual ex- 
changes 

^ See tHe Hilbria Sliahiludii of Br. Hyde (Syntagm. BiiTertat* 
torn, ii* p.6t — 69*)* 

The endlefs peaxre (Procopius, Periic. 1 . 5 . c. al.) was concluded 
Kjr ratified in the year, and Hid confultbip of JuftHiian (A. B*533, 
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changes were regulated ; the Perlian affumed 
the guard of the gates of Caucafus, and the de- 
molition of Dara was fufpended, on condition 
that it fhould never be made the refidence of 
the general of the Eaft. This interval of repofe 
had been folicited, and was diligentl}ympioved 
by the ambition of the Emperor; his Afiican 
cLquefts were the firft fruits of the Perfian 
Treaty; and the avarice of Chofroes was foothed 
by a large portion of the fpoils of Carthage, 
^vhich his ambaffadors required in a tone ot 
pleafantry, and under the colour ‘ 

But the trophies of Belifarius difturbed the 
flumbersof the Great King ; and he heard with 
aftonifliment, envy, and fear, that Sicily, Ita y, 
and Rome itfelf, had been reduced, m three ra- 
pid campaigns, to the obedience of Juftinia,n. 
Unpraaifed in the art of violating treaties, he 
fecretly excited his bold and fubtle vaffal Al- 
mondar. That prince of the Saracens, who ve- 
fided at Hira=®, had not been included in the 
general peace, and ftiU waged an obfcure war 
againft his rival Arethas,the chief of the tribe of 
Gaffan, and confederate of the empire. The lub- 
ieaof their difpute was an extenfiveflieep-walkin 
the defertto the fouth of Palmyra. An immemo- 
rial tribute for the licence of pafture, appeared to 

between January i, and AprU i. Pagi, tom.il. p. 550.> Marcellinus, 
in Ms chronicle, ufes the ftyle of Medes and Perfians. 

=9 I^g of Hira, ^vas depofed by Kobad, 

Nufliirvan. His mother, from her beauty, was furnamed 
™«5rah appellation which became hereditary, and was extended for 
“Wepe (liberality in famine) to the Arab pnnces of Syna 

(Pocock, Specimen Hift. Arab. p. 69, 10 .). atteft 
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atteft the rights of Almondar, while the Gafianite g 
appealed to the Latin name of ftrata, a paved 
road, as an unqueftionable evidence of the fove- 
reignty and labours of the Romans®®. The 
two monarchs fupported the caufe of their re- 
fpedlive vaffals; and the Perfian Arab, without 
expefiting the event of a flow and doubtful arbi- 
tration, enriched his flying camp with the fpoil 
and captives of Syria. Inilead of repelling the 
arms, Juftinian attempted to leduce the fidelity, 
of Almondar, while he called from the extremi- 
ties of the earth the nations of JEthiopia and 
Scythia to invade the dominions of his rival. 
But the aid of fuch allies was diftant and pre- 
carious, and the difcovery of this hoftile cor- 
refpondence juftified the complaints of the Goths 
and Armenians, who implored, almoll at the 
fame time, the protedlion of Chofroes. The de- 
fcendants of Arfaces, who were ftill numerous in 
Armenia, had been provoked to alTert the lafl, 
relics of national freedom and hereditary rank ; 
and the ambafladors of Vitiges had fecretly tra- 
verfed the empire to expofe the inftant, and 
almoll inevitable, dangerof the kingdom of Italy. 
Their reprefentations were uniform, weighty, 
and elfefilual. “ We Hand before your throne, 
“ the advocates of your intereft as well as of our 
“ own. The ambitious and faithlefs Juftinian 
afpires to be the foie mailer of the world. 

Procopius, Perfic. 1. ii. c. i. We are ignorant of the origin and. 
ohjeift of this Jirata, a paved road of ten days’ journey from Aura- 
nitls to Babylonia. (See a Latin note ia Ddifle’s Map Imp. Orient.) 
Wefieling andD’AnvUIe are lilent. 

X 3 “ Since 



« Since the endlefs peace, which betra;^a me 
« comipon freedom of mankind, th^ rmce, 

« your ally in words, your enemy in aftions, has 
« alike infulted his friends and foes,^and has 

« filled the earth with blood and confufion. Has 

« he not violated the privileges of Armenia, 

« the independence of Colchos, and the wi d 
liberty of the Tzanian mountains I Has he not 
“ ufurped, with equal avidity, the city of Bof- 
« phorus on the frozen Mmotus, and the vale 
of palm-trees on the Ihores of the Red Sea . 

« The Moors, the Vandals, the Goths, have been 
« fucceffively oppreffed, and each nation has 

« calmly remained the fpedtator of their neig - 

« hour’s tuin. Embrace, O Ring Itbe favourable 

moment? the Eaft is left without defence, 

« while the armies of Juftinian and his renowned 
« general are detained in the diftant regions of 
the Weft. If you hefitate and delay, Beli. 

« farius and his vidtorious troops will foon return 
« from the Tiber to the Tigris, and Perfia may 

“ enjoy the wretched confolation of being the 

« laft devoured® By fuch arguments, Choft 
roes was eafily perfuaded to imitate the example 
which he condemned : but the Perfian, ambi* 
tious of military fame, difdained the inactive 
warfare of a rival, who iflued his fanguinary 
commands from the fecure ftation of the Byzam 
tine palace. . 

IlawtOeaded, in a Ihort fpeech, the two orations of the Arfacides 

of Armeiua a»d the Gotinc ambafladoi^ w“^*Ln&or Hut 

tory, feels, and rnakes tis feel, that Jnftmtan was the true author of the 

yrar (Perfic. hfc c. 3.). 

Whatever 
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Whatever might be the provocatfons of Chot chap. 
roes, he abufed the confidence of treaties : and , ‘ . 

the jufl reproaches of diflimulation and falfehood He invade* 
could only be concealed by the luftre of his 5!^’54o; 
viiStories "The Perfian arm j, which had been 
affembled in the plains of Babylon, prudently 
declined the ftrong cities of Melbpotamia, and 
followed tlie weftern bank of the Euphrates, till 
the fmall though populous town of Dura pre- 
fumed to arreft the progrefs of the Great King. 

The gates of Dura, by treachery and furprife, 

‘ were buril open ; and as loon as Chofroes had 
Itained his fcymiter with the blood of the inhabi- 
tants, he difiniflied the ambaflador of Jullinian 
to inform his matter in what place he had left 
the enemy of the Romans. The conqueror ftill 
affe6led the praife of humanity and juttice ; and 
as he beheld a noble matron with her infant 
rudely dragged along the ground, he fighed, he 
wept, and implored the divine juftice to piinith 
the author of thefe calamities. Yet the herd of 
twelve thouland captives was ranfomed for two 
hundred poundsof gold j the neighbouring Bithop 
of Sergioplis pledged his faith for the payinen|; ; 
and in the fubfequent year the unfeeling avarice 
of Chofroes exacted the penalty of an obligation 
which it was generous to contract and impoflible 

The invafion of Syria, the ruin of Antioch, &c. are related in a 
full and regular feries by Procopius (Periic. 1 . ii. c. 5'-— 14*). Small col^ 
lateral aid can be drawn from the Orientals: yet not they, but D’Her- 
belot himfelf (p. 680.). Ihould blulh, when he blames them for making 
Juftinian and Nulhirvan contemporaries. On the geography of the feat 
of war, D’Anville (PEuphrate et le Tigre) is fulScient and fatisfa^ory* 

X 4 to 
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CHAP, to difchargg. He advanced into the 
XLii. Svria ; hut a feeble enemy, who vanquilhed at 
his approach, difappointed him of the honour 01 
viaory, and as he could not hope to eflabliih his 
dominion, the Perfian King difplayed in this in- 
road the mean and rapacious vices of a robbei^ 
Hierapolis, Berrheea or Aleppo, Apamea and 
Chalcis, were fucceflively befieged; they re- 
deemed their fafety by a ranfom of gold or filver 
proportioned to their refpeaive ttrength and 
opulence 5 and their new mailer enforced, with- 
out obferving, the terms of capitulation. Edu- , 
cated in the religion of the Magi, he esercife 
A^’ithout remorfe the lucrative trade of facrilege ; 
and, after dripping of its gold and gems a piece 
of the true crofs, he generoufly refbred the 
naked relia; to the devotion of the Chriflians . 
of Apamea. No more than fourteen years had 
elapfed fmce Antioch was ruined by an earth- 
quake; but the Queen of the Ball, the new 
Theopolis, had been raifed from the ground by 
the liberality of Juflinian; and the increafing 
greatnefs of the buildings and the people already 
erafed the memory of this recent dilaller. On 
one fide, the city was defended by the mountain, 
on the other by the river Orontes ; but the moll 
acceflible part was commanded by a 
eminence : the proper remedies were rejedled, 
from the defpicable fear of difcovering its weak- 
nefstothe enemy; andGermanus, the Emperor s 
nephew, refufed to truft his perfon and dignity 
'within the walls of a befieged city. Ihe people 
of Antioch had inherited the vain and fatirical 


and mins 
Antiocli. 
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genius of their anceftors : they were elated by a chap. 
fudden reinforcement of fix tlioufand foldiers ; . 

they difdained the offers of an eafy capitulation ; 
and their intemperate clamours irifultedfrom the 
ramparts the majefly of the Great King. Under 
his eye the Perfian myriads mounted with fca- 
ling-ladders to the affault ; the Roman merce- 
naries fled through the oppofite gate of Daphne ; 
and the generous afliftance of the youth of An- 
tioch ferved only to aggravate the miferies of 
their country. As Chofroes, attended by the 
ambaffadors of Jnftinian, was defeending from 
the mountain, he aftedted, in a plaintive voice, 
to deplore the obftinacy and ruin of that un- 
happy people j but the daughter ftill raged with 
unrelenting fury ; and the city, at the command 
of a Barbarian, was delivered to the flames. The 
cathedral of Antioch was indeed preferved by the 
avarice, not the piety, of the conqueror : a more 
honourable exemption was granted to the church 
of StIJulian, and the quarter of the town where 
the ambaffadors refided j fome diftant ftreets were 
laved by thefliifting ofthe wind, and the walls ftill 
fubfllled to protedl, and foon to betray, their new 
inhabitants. Fanaticifm had defaced the orna- 
ments of Daphne, but Chofroes breathed a purer 
air amidft “her groves and fountains ; and fome 
idolaters in his train might facrifice with impu- 
nity to the nymphs of that elegant retreat. 
Eighteen miles below Antioch, the river Orontes 
falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Per- 
lian vifited tjje term of his conquefts ; and, after 
bathing alone in the fea, he offered a folemn facri- 

lice 
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p. fice of tbankfgiving to the fun, or rather to the 
Creator of the fun, whom the Magi adored. If 
this aa of fuperftition offended the prejudices of 
the Syrians, they were pleafed.by tlm courteous 
and even eager attention with which he affifted 
at the games of the circus ; and as Chofroes had 
heard that the Hue faaion was efpoufed by the 
Emperor, his peremptory command fecured the 
viaory of the green charioteer. From the 
pline of his camp the people derived more folid 
confolation ; and they interceded in vain for the 
life of a foldier who had too faithfully copied the 
rapine of the juft Nufliirvan. At length fa- 
tigued, though unfatiated, with the fpoil of by- 
ria, he flowly tnoved to the Euphrates, foinied a 
temporary bridge in the neighbourhood of 
baliffus, and defined the fpace of three days for 
the entire paffage of his numerous hoft. Aftei 
his return, he founded, at the diftance of one 
day’s journey from the palace of Ctefiphon, a new 
city, which perpetuated the joint names ofChof- 
roes and of Antioch. The Syrian captives recog- 
nifedtheform and fituation of their nativeabodes; 
baths and a ftately circus were conftruaed for 
their ufe ; and a colony of muficians and chari- 
oteers revived in Affyria the pleafures of a Greek 
capital. By. the munificence of the royal founder, 
a liberal allowance was affigned to thefe fortunate 
exiles ; and they enjoyed the Angular privilege of 
beftowing freedom on the Haves whom they ac- 
Icnowledged as their kinfmen. Paleftine, and the 
holy wealth of Jerufalem, were the next objeas 
that attraaed the ambition, or rather the avarice, 
lo of 
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of Chofroes. Gonftantinople, and the palace of C H A p. 
the Caefars, no longer appeared impregnable or . , 

remote ; and his afpiring fancy already covered 
Alia Minor with the troops, and the Black Sea 
with the navies, of Periia. 

Thefe hopes might have been realized, if the Defence 
conquerorof Italy had not been feafonably recall- 
ed to the defence of the Eaft While Chofroes rhiS) A.D, 

purfued his ambitious defigns on the coaft of the 
Euxine, Belifarius, at the head of an army with- 
out pay or difcipline, encamped beyond the Eu. 
phrates, within fix miles of Nifibis, He medi- 
tated, by a Ikilful operation, to draw the Perfians 
from their impregnable citadel, and improving 
his advantage in the field, either to intercept 
their retreat, or perhaps to enter the gates with 
the flying Barbarians. He advanced one day’s 
journey on the territories of Perfia, reduced the 
fbrtrefs of Sifaurane, and fent the governor, with 
eight hundred chofen horfemen, to ferve the Em- 
peror in his Italian wars. He detached Arethas 
and his Arabs, fupported by twelve hundred Ro- 
mans, to pafs the Tigris, and to ravage the har- 
vefts of Aflyria, a fruitful province, long exempt 
from the calamities of war. But the plans of Be- 
lifarius were difconcerted by the untradtable fpi- 
rit of Arethas, who neither returned to the camp, 
nor lent any intelligence of his motions. The 
Roman general was fixed in anxious expedlation 
to the fame fpot ; the time of adtion elapfed, the 

In the public hiftory of Procopius (Perfic, I. «. c. x 6 * i8» 19? aoi 
at. 3.nd, with fome flight exceptions, we may 

reafonably fliut our ears againfl: the malevolent whifper of the Anec- 
dotes (c. 3, with the Notes, as ufual, of Alemnimus.). 


ardent 
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CHAP, ardent fun of Mefopotamia inflamed witli fevers 

. , the blood of Ms European foldiers; and the lla- 

tionary troops and officers of Syria, affedled to 
tremble for the fafety of their defencelefs cities. 
Yet this diverfionhadalreadyllicceededinforeing 
Chofroes to return with lofs and precipitation; 
and if the Ikill of Belifarius had been feconded by 
difcipline and valour, his fuccefs might have fa- 
tisfied the fanguine wiflies of the public, who re- 
quired at his hands the conquell of Ctefiphon, 
and the deliverance of the captives of Antioch. 

A.D.54J. At the end of the campaign, he was recalled to 
Conflantinople by an ungrateful court, but the 
dangers of the enfuing fpring reflored his confi- 
dence and command; and the hero, almoft alone, 
was difpatcbed, with the fpeed of poft-horfes, to 
repel, by his name and prefence, the invafion of 
Syria. He found the Roman generals, among 
whom was a nephew of Juflinian, imprifoned by 
their fears in the fortifications of Hierapolis. But 
inftead of liftening to their timid counfels, Beli- 
farius commanded them to follow him to Euro- 
pus, where he had refolved to collect his forces, 
and to execute whatever God fliould infpire him 
to atchieve againft the enemy. His firm attitude 
on the banks of the Euphrates reftrained Chol- 
roes from advancing towards Paleftine ; and he 
received with art and dignity, the ambaflTadors, or 
rather fpies, of the Perfian monarch. The plain 
between Hierapolis and the river was covered 
with the fquadrons of cavalry, fix thoufand hunt- 
ers, tall'and robuft,who purfued their game with- 
out the apprehenfion of an enemy. On the oppo- 

i6 fite 
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fite bank tlie ambaffadors defcried a thoufand Ar- c H A P. 
menian horfe, who appeared to guard the paffage , . 

of the Euphrates. The tent of Belifarius was 
of the eoarfeft linen, the fimple equipage of a 
warrior who difdained the luxury of the Eafl. 

Around his tent, the nations who marched under 
his ftandard were arranged with Ikilful confufion. 

The Thracians and Illyrians were polled in the 
front, the Heruli and Goths in the centre ; the ^ 
profpedl was clofed by the Moors and Vandals, 
and their loofe array feemed to multiply their 
numbers. Their drefs was light and adlive ; one 
foldier carried a whip, another a fword, a third 
a bow, a fourth, perhaps, a battle axe, and the 
whole pidlure exhibited the intrepidity of the 
troops and the vigilance of the general. Chof- 
I’oes was deluded by the addrefs, and awed by 
'the genius, of the lieutenant of Jullinian. Con- 
fcious of the merit, and ignorant of the force, of 
his antagonift, he dreaded a Secifive battle in a 
dillant country, from whence not aPerfian might 
return to relate the melancholy tale. The Great 
King haftened to repafs the Euphrates ; and Be- 
lifarius prelTed his retreat, by alFedling to op- 
pofe a meafure fo falutary to the empire, and 
which could fcarcely have been prevented by an 
army of an hundred thoufand men. Envy might 
fuggell to ignorance and pride, that the public 
enemy had been fuffered to efcape : but the 
African and Gothic triumphs are lefs glorious 
than this fafe and bloodlefs vidlory, in which 
neither fortune, nor the valour of the foldiers, 
can fubtradl any part of the general's renown. 

The 
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The fecond removal of Belifarius from the Per^ 
fiaii to the Italian war, revealed the extent of 
his perfonal merit, which bad coi rented or fup- 
plied the want of difcipline and courage. Fifteen 
generals, without concert or Ikill, led through the 
mountains of Armenia an army of thii ty thoufand 
Romans, inattentive to their fignals, their ranks, 
and their enfigns. Four thoufand Perfians, en- 
trenched in the camp of Dubis, vanquiflied, al- 
moft without a combat, this diforderly multitude; 
their ufelefs arms were fcattered along the road, 
and their horfes funk under the fatigue of their 
rapid flight. But the Arabs of the Roman party 
prevailed over their brethren ; the Armenians 
returned to their allegiance ; the cities of Data 
and Edeffa refilled a fudden affault, and a regular 
fiege, and the calamities of war were fufpended 
by*thofe of peftilence. A tacit or formal agree- 
ment between the two fovereigns proteaed the 
tranquillity of the feallern frontier ; and the arms 
of Chofroes were confined to the Colchian or 
Lazic war, which has been too minutely defcribed 
by the hiftorians of the times 

The extreme length of the Euxine fea"5, from 
Conftantinople to the mouth of the Phafis, may 
be computed as a voyage of nine days, and a mea- 

fare 

^ The Lazic war, the conteft of Rome and Peiiia on the Phalisj i« 
tedioully fpun through many a page of Procopius (Perfic. L lu c. 15. 17. 

30* Gothic 1 . iv. c. and Agathius (l.u. m. and iv. 

^ or circumnavigation of the Euxine fea, was defcribed 

T W and in Greek bv Arrian: I. The former work. 


Defcrip- 
don of 
Colchosj 
Lazica, or 
.Mingrelia. 
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fure of feven hundred miles. From the Iberian CHAP. 
Gaucafus the moft lofty and craggy mountains , , 

of Afia, that river defcends with fuch oblique 
vehemence that in a fliort ipace it is traverfed 
by one hundred and twenty bridges. Nor does 
the llream become placid and navigable till it 
reaches the town of Sarapana, five days* journey 
from the Cyrus, which flows from the fame hills, 
but in a contrary direction, to the Cafpian lake.* 

The proximity of thefe rivers have fuggefted the 
prafliice, or at leaft the idea, of wafting the pre- 
cious merchandife of India down the Oxus, over 
the Cafpian, up the Cyrus, and with the current 
of the Phafis into the Euxine and Mediterranean 
feas. As it fucceffively collects the ftreams of 
the plain of Colchos, the Phafis moves with di- 
miniftied fpeed, though accumulated weight. 

Ats the mouth it is fixty fathom deep, and half a 
league broad, but a fmatt woody ifknd is inter- 
pofed in the midft of the channel : the water, fo 
foon as it has depofited an earthy or metafile 
fediment, floats on the furface of the waves, and 
is no longer fufceptible of corruption. In a 
Gourfe of one hundred miles, forty of which are 
navigable for large velfels, the Phafis divides the 


the chara<5ler of the Roman hiftorian. His deferiptbn of the Euxine it 
ingeiiioufly formed of all the fragments of the original^ and of all the 
C^eeka and Latins whom Salluft might copy> or by whom he m%lit he 
copied i and the merit of the execution atones for the wMrafical de%n. 

The Periplu$ of Arian is addrelTed to the Emperor Adrian (in Geo- 
graph. Minor. Hudfom tom. i.)j and contains whatever the governor of 
Fontus had feen from Trebizond to Diofeurias; whatever he had 
heard from Diofeurias to the Danube > and whatever he knew from the 
Danube to Trebizond- 

celebrated 
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celebrated region of Colcbos or Mingi elia' % 
which, on three fides, is fortified by the Ibeiian 
and Armenian mountains, and whofe maritime 
coaft extends about two hundred mil e^ from 
the neighbourhood of Trebizond to Diofcurias, 
and tL confines of Circaflia. Both the foil and 
climate are relaxedby exceffive moifture: twenty, 
eight rivers, befides the Phafis and his dependent 
flreams, convey their waters to the fea; and the 
hollownefs of the ground appears to indicate the 
fubterraneous channels between the Euxine and 
the Cafpian. In the fields where wheat or barley 
is fown, the earth is too foft to fuftain the action 
of the plough ; but the gom, a final! grain, not 
unlike the or coriander feed, fupphes the 

ordinary food of the people ; and the ufe of 
bread is confined to the prince and his nobles. 
Yet the vintage is more plentiful than theharveft; 
and the bulk of the fteins, as well as the quality 
of the wine, difplay the unaififted powers of 
nature. The feme powers continually tend to 
Qvei-fliadow the face of the country with thick 


“ BeSdes the many occafional hints from the poets, hiftorians, &c. of 
antiquity, we may confult the geographical defcriptions of Colchos, by 
Strata ( 1 . xi. p. 760-76J.) and Pliny (Hift. Natur. vu 5. 19. &^)- 
I ftall quote, and have ufed, three modern defcriptions of Ming- 
reUa and the adjacent countries, i. Of thePire Archangeh Lambert 
(Relations de Thevenot, part i. p. 31— 5 *. with a map> who has all the 
knowledge and prejudices of a miffionary. a- Of Chardin (Voyages 
en Perfe, tom.i. p. 54. 68—168.): his obfervations arejufficious; and 
his own adventures in the country are ftill more intodlive than his 
obfervations. 3. Of Peyffonnel (Obfervations fur les Peoples B^bares, 
p. 49. 50,51. 58. 6 a. 64, 65. 7 I> a more recent tteatife, Sur 

le ComnwH* de la Mer Noire, tom. u. p. 1—53.): he had long refided 
at Caffa, as ceitful of France : and his erudition is lefs valuable than. 
hii5 (experience* 


n rt 
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forefts; the timber of the hills, and the flax of CHAP, 
the plains, contribute to the abundance of naval . 
ftores ; the wild and tame animals, the horfe, 
the ox, and the hog, are remarkably prolific, 
and the name of the pheafant is expreffive of 
his native habitation on the banks of the Phafis. 

The gold mines to the fouth of Trebizond, 
which are ftill worked with fufficient profit, were 
a fubjefil of national difpute between Jufiinian 
and Chofroes ; and it is not unreafonable to 
believe, that a vein of precious metal may be 
equally diflufed through the circle of the hills, 
although thefe fecret treafures are negleQ:ed by 
the lazinefs, or concealed by the prudence, of 
the Mingrelians. The waters, impregnated with 
particles of gold, are carefully {trained through 
flieep-lkins or fleeces ; but this expedient, the 
ground-work perhaps of a marvellous fable, 
affords a faint image of the wealth extradled from 
a virgin earth by the power and indullry of 
ancient kings. Their lilver palaces and golden 
chambers furpafs our belief; but the fame of 
their riches is laid to have excited the enterprif- 
ing avarice of the Argonauts Tradition has 
affirmed, with fome colour of reafon, that Egypt 
planted on tile Phafis, a learned and polite 
colony which manufa6lured linen, built na- 

PHny, Hlft. Natur. Lxxxiii. 15. The gold and filver mines o£ 

Colchos attra<$i:ed the Argonauts (Strab.l.i. p. 77.). The fagadous 
Chardin could find no gold in mines, rivers or elfewhere. Yet a 
Mingrelian loft his hand and foot for fhewing fome fpecimens at Con- 
ftantinople of native gold. 

Herodot. L ii* c. io4> 105. p. 150, 15 x. Diodor. Sicul. 1 . i. p. 3S. 
edit. Wefteling. Dionyf. Perieget. 689. and Euftath ad loc. Scholia:®* 
ad Apollonium Argonaut, kiv. a8a-— a9i* , 

vou vn. T vies, 
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vies, and invented geographical maps. Tte m. 

genuity of the moderns has peop ed, with flou- 

rifhing cities^ and nations, the ifthmus between 
the ESxine and the Cafpian - ; and a lively wnter 
obferving the refeinblance of climate, and, m his 
apmLffion, of trade, has not hefitated to pro- 

n^nce ColcLs the Holland of 

But the riche? of Golchos flnne only throug i 
the darknefs of Gonjeaure 

genuine hiftoryprefents an nniformfceneo^^^^^^^^^ 

nefs and poverty. If one-hundred and thiity 
languages were fpoken in the market of Hiof, 
curtas’*, they were the imperfea i^^oms fo 
Zny ravage tribes or families, fe^ieftered from 
each other in the vallies of Mount Caucafus; and 
thir .feparation, which diminilhedfiie impor- 

tance muft have multiplied the numbei , of their 

rnllic capitals. In the prefent ftate of Mingreha, 

linage is an affemblage of huts within a wooden 
■fence ; the fortreffes are feated in the depths of 
fomfts • the princely town of Cyta, or CotaUs, 
lonms oftwo hundred houfes, and a ftone edi- 
fice appertains only to the magnificence of kings. 
Twelve' flnps from Conftantinople, and about 
.ith the fruits of induto; 

annLlly call; anchor on the coaft ; and the lift 

of CoMian exports is much increafed, fincethe 


. couvert 


■ 7=Montefqmeu,ErFitdesLoix,1.5cxi.c.6. L’lfihme.. 
de villes et nations qui ne font . , Xnfcriplions, tom. xxvi. 

A riltSorian, xLfthenes, had affirmed, in earn ccc m 

et apofca a.nofirls exxx mterpretibns 5 J> 

words nunc deferta cover a multitude of paft fidhofts. 
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natives had only flaves and hides to offer in ex- 6 H A P. 
change for the corn and fait which they pur- . 

chafed from the fubjedls of Juftinian. Not a 
veftage can be found of the art, the knowledge, 
or the navigation, of the ancient Colchians : few 
Greeks delired or dared to purfue the foot-fleps 
of the Argonauts ; and even the marks of an 
Egyptian colony are loll on a nearer approach. 

The right of circumcifion is pradlifed only by 
the Mahometans of the Euxine ; and the curldd 
hair and fwarthy connplexion of Africa no longer 
disfigure the inoft perfedl of the human race. 

It is in the adjacent climates of Georgia, Min- 
grelia, and Circaffia, that nature has placed, at 
leaft to our eyes, the model of beauty, in the 
fhape of the limbs, the colour of the lldn, the 
fymmetry of the features, and the expreffion of 
the countenance According to the deftina- 
tion of the two fexes, .the men feem formed 
for adlion, the women for love ; and the per- 
petual fupply of females from Mount Caucafus 
has purified the blood, and improved the breed, 
of the fouthern nations of Alia. The proper 
dillridl of Mingrelia, a portion only of the ancient 
Colchos, has long fuftained an exportation of 
twelve thoufand flaves. The number of prifoners 
or criminals would be inadequate to the annual 
demand } but the common people are in a Hate 
of fervitude to their lords; the exercife of fraud 

’^.BufFon (Hift. Nat. tom.iii. p. 433 — 437*) coHetSls the unanimous 
fuifrage of naturalifts and travellers. If, in the time of Herodotus, they 
were in truth and (aud he had obferved themvrith 

care), this precious fadi is an example of the influence of climate, on a 
foreign colony. 

^ \ iz or 
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or rapine is unpunifhed in a lawlefs community ; 
and the market is continually repleniflied by the 
abufe of civil and paternal authority. Such a 
trade which reduces the human fpecies to the 
level of cattle, , may tend to encourage marriage 
and population , lince.the multitude of children 
enriches their fordid and inhuman parent. But 
this fource of impure wealth muft inevitably 
poifon the national manners, obliterate the fenfe 
of honour and virtue, and almoft extinguilh the 
in{lin6ls of nature ; the Chriftians of Georgia and 
Mingrelia are the moft diffolute of mankind; 
and their children, who in a tender age, are fold 
into foreign flavery, have already learnt, to imi- 
tate the rapine of the father and the proftitution 
of the mother. Yet, amidfl the rudeft ignorance, 
the untaught natives difcover a Angular dexterity 
both of mind and hand ; and although the want 
of union and difcipline expofes them to their 
more powerful neighbours, a bold and intripid 
fpirit has animated the Colchians of' every age. 
In the hoft of Xerxes, they feryed on foot ; and 
their arms were, a dagger or a javelin, a wooden 
cafque, and a buckler of raw hides. But in their 
own country the ufe of cavalry has more ge- 
nerally prevailed ; the meaneft of the peafants 
difdain to walk ; the martial nobles are pof- 
fefled perhaps of two hundred horfes ; and above 
five thoufand are numbered in the train of the 

The Mingrelian ambafiador arrived 'a£ Conflantinople with two 
hundred perfonsj but he ate {sold) them day by day, till his retinue 
was diminillied to a fecretary and two valets (Tavernier, tom. L p. 365.)- 
To purchafe Ms miftkfs, a Mingrelian gentleman fold t«'elve priefls 
■and his wife to the Turks (Chardin, tom. i. p. 66.)» 

• ■ - ' Prince 


OF tHE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


■ 32-5 

I'rince of Mingrelia. The Colchian’ government chap. 
has been always a pure and hereditary kingdom ; , . 

and the authority of the fovereign is only re- 
ilrained by the turbulence of his fubjeiSls. When- 
ever they were obedient, he could lead a nu- 
merous army into the field j but fome faith is 
requifite to believe, that the Angle tribe of the 
Suanians was compofed of two hundred thoufand 
foldiers, or that the population of Mingrelia now^. 
amounts to four millions of inhabitants 
It was the boaft of the Colchiaris, that their an- Revoiu- 
ceftors had checked the vi6loriesofSefoftris; and ‘‘ons d 
the defeat of the Egyptian is lefs incredible than 
his fuccefsful progrefs as far as the foot of Mount 
Caucafus. They funk, without any memorable 
effort, under the arms of Cyrus ; followed in dif- 
tant wars the flandard of the Great King, and 
prefented him every fifth year with one hundred under the 
boys and as many virgins, the faireft produce of Perfians, 
the land’®. Yet he accepted this g?/? like the 
gold and ebony of India, the frankincenfe of the 
Arabs, or the negroes and ivory of JSthiopia: 
the Colchians were not fubje<Sl to the dominion 
of a fatrap, and they continued to enjoy the name 
as well as fubftance of national independence 

After 

Strabo, 1 . xi. p, 765. Laml>erti, Relation de la Mingrelle. Yet we 
muft avoid the contrary extreme of Chardin, who allows no more than 
20,000 inhabitants to inpply an annual exportation of 12,000 flaves: 
an abfurdity unworthy of that judicious traveller. 

Herodot. L iii. c. 97. See, in 1 . vii. c. 79. their arms and fervice 
in the expedition of Xerxes againft Greece. 

’7 Xenophon, who had encountered the Colchians in his retreat (Ana- 
bafis, 1 . iv. p. 320. 343. 348. edit. Hutchinfon ; and Fofter’s DilTerta- 
tion, p. 53 — 58. in Speirnan’s Englifh verlion, voL ii.), ftyles them 
avTO'joy.oi* Before the conqueft of Mithridate^, they are named by Ap- 
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After the fall of the Perfian empire, Mithridates, 
King of Pootus, added Colchos to the wide circle 
of his dominions on the Euxine ; and when the 
natives prefumed to requeft that his fon might 
reign over them, he bound the ambitious youth 
in chains of gold, and delegated a fervant in his 
place. In the purfuit of Mithridates, the Romans 
advanced to the banks of the Phafis, and their 
gallies afcended the river till they reached the 
camp of Ppmpey and his legions But the 
fenate, and afterwards the emperors, difdained 
to reduce that diftant and uftlefs conqueft into 
the form of a province. The family of a Greek 
rhetorician was permitted to reign in Colchos and 
the adjacent kingdoms, from the time of Mark 
Antony to that of Nero ; and after the race of 
Polemo” was extindl, the eaftern Pontus, which 
preferved his name, extended no farther than the 
neighbourhoodofTrebizond. Beyondthefelimits 
the fortifications of Hyllus, of Apfarus, of the 
Phafis, of Diofcurias or Sebaftopolis, and of Pi. 
tyus, were guarded by fufficient detachments of 
horfe and foot j and fix princes of Colchos re- 
ceived their diadems from the lieutenants of Cae- 

pkn apit/jiay£? (de Bell. Mithridatico, c. 15. tom. i. p. 66x. of tbe 
laft and beft edition, by John Schweigbseufer, LipBsp, 1785. 3 vols. 
large o<n;avo). 

The conquell of Colchos by Mithridates and Pompey, is marked 
by Appian (de Bell. Mithridat.) and Plutarch (in Vit. Pomp.). 

We may trace the rife and fall of the family of Polemo, in Strabo 
( 1 . xl. p. 755. Lxii. p. 867.), Dion Callius or Xiphilin (p.588. 593. 601. 
719. 754. 915. 946. edit. Reimar.), Suetonius (in Neron. c, 18. in Vef- 
pahan. e. 8.) Eutropius (vii; 14.), Jofephus (Antiq. Judaic. I. xx. c. 74 
p. 970. edit. Havercamp), and Eufebius (Chron* with Scaliger, Animad* 
vers. p. 
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far. One of tliefe lieutenants, the eloquent and chap. 
philofophic Arrian, furveyed, and has defcribed, . . 

the Euxine coall, under the reign of Iladrian. Vifit'of ' 
The gari’ifon which he reviewed at the mouth of 
the Phafis, confifted of four hundred chofen le- 
gionaries j the brick walls and towers, the dou- 
ble ditch, and the military engines on the I’am- 
part, rendered this place inaccellible to the bar- 
barians ; but the new fuburbs, which had bebri 
built by the merchants and vetei’ans, required, iA ’ 
the opinion of Arrian, fome external defence 
As the ftrength of the empire was gradually im- * 
paired, the Romans ftationed on the Phafis, were 
eitherwithdrawn or expelled ; and the tribe of the 
Lazi ®', wbofe pofterity fpeak a foreign dialedl 
and inhabit the fea-coaft of Trebizond, impofed 
their name and dominion on the ancient king- 
dom of Colchos. Their independence was foon 
invaded by a formidable neighbour, who had ac- 
quired, by arms and treaties, the Ibvereignty of 
Iberia. The dependent King of Xazica received 
his fceptre at the hands of the Perfian monarch, 
and the fuccefibrs of Gonftantine acquiefced in 
this injurious claim, which was proudly urged as 
a right of immemorial prefcription. In the te- 


In the time of Procopius, there were no. on the 

Phafis. Pityus and Sebaftopolis were evacuated on the rumour of the 
Perfians (Goth. 1 . iv. c.4.); but the latter was afterwards reftored by 
JulHnian (de Edif. 1 . iv. c. 7.). 

In the time of Pliny, Arrian, and Ptolemy, the Lazi were a par- 
ticular tribe on the northern Ikirts of Colchos (Cellarius, Geography 
Antiq. tom, ii. p. a a 2.) in the age of Julliniap, they fpread, or at leaft 
reigned over the whole country. At prefent, they have migrated along 
the coaft towards Trebizond, and compofe a rude fea-faring people, 
with a peculiar language (Chardin, p, 149. PeylTonel, p. 64.). 

14 gming: 
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CHAP, ginning of the fixth century, their influence was 
I'eftored by the introduction of Chriilianity, which 
Conver- the Mingrelians iliil profefs with becoming zeal, 
without undei'ft^nding the doClrines, or ob- 
A. D. 5JS. ferving the precepts of their religion. After the 
deceafe of his father, Zathus was exalted to the 
regal dignity by the favour of the Great King ; 
but the pious youth abhorred the ceremonies of 
tlfe Magi, and fought, in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, an orthodox baptifm, a noble wife, and 
the alliance of the EmperOr Juftin* The King of 
Lazica was folemnly invefted with the diadem, 
and his cloak and tunic of white lilk, with a gold 
border, difplayed, in rich embroidery, the figure 
ofhis new patron; who foothed the jealouly of the 
Perfian court, and excufed the revolt of Colchos, 
by the venerable names of hofpitality and reli- 
gion. The common intereft of both empires im- 
pofed on the Colchians the duty of guarding the 
paflTes of mount Caucafus, where a wall of fixty 
miles is now defended by the monthly fervicc of 
the inufqueteers of Mingrelia 

But this honourable connection was foon cor- 
rupted by the avarice and ambition of the Ro- 
njans. Degraded from the rank of allies, the 
liazi were inceffantly reminded by words and 
actions, of their dependent flate. At the diftance 


Hevolt 
and re*^ 
pentance 
of the 
Colchi' 


John Malala> Chron. tom. li. p. 134 — 137. Theophanes, p. 144, 
Hlft. MifcelL l.xv. p. 103. The fad is authenticj but the date feem& 
too recent. In Ipeaking of their Perfian alliance, the Lazi contempo- 
rariesof Juftinian employ the moft oblblete words — ev •ypa/r.jw.acrt 
cErpoyoyoi, fitc. ' Could they belong to a connexion which had not beea 
diiTolved above twenty years h 
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of a day’s journey beyond the Apfarus, they be- c H A P. 
held the rifing fortrefs of Petra which com- 
manded the’ maritime country to the fouth of the a. d. 
Pliafis. Inftead of being protected by the valour, 544— -549* 
Colchos was iufulted by the licentioufnefs, of fo- 
reign mercenaries; the benefits of commerce were 
converted into bafe and ve|:atious monopoly ; and 
Gubazes, the native prince, was reduced to a pa- 
geant of royalty, by the fuperidr influence of the^ 
pfficers of Juftinian. Difappointed in their ex- 
pedlations of Chriftian virtue, the indignant^ 

Lazi repofed fome confidence in the juftice of an . 
unbeliever. After a private affurance that their 
ambalTador fliould not be delivei'ed to the Ro- 
mans, they publicly Iblicited the friendfliip and 
aid of Chofroes. The fagacious monarch in- 
ftantly difcerned the ufe and importance of Col- 
chos; and meditated a plan of conqueft, which 
? 9 fa 8 renewed at the end of a thoufand years by 
Shah Abbas, the wifeft and moll powerful of his 
fucceffors *•*. His ambition was fired by the hope 
of launching a Perfian navy from the Phafis, of 
commanding the trade and navigation of the 
Euxine fea, of defolating the coaft of Pontus and 
Bithyni^, of diftrefling, perhaps of attacking, 

, ' ■■ ■ “‘"ft 

The foie veftige of Petra fubfifts in the writings of Procopius, and 
Agathias. Moft of the tow^ns and caftles of Lazica may be found by 
comparing their names and pofition with the map of Mingrelia, in Lam- 
bert! » 

See the amufmg letters of Pietro della Vallc> the Roman traveller 
(Viaggij tom.ii. 1207. ^209. ^13. ^15. a66. i28’6. 300. tomdii. p. 54. la?-). 

In the years i6i8j 1619) and i6ao,. he converfed with Shah Abbas, 
and ftrongly encouraged a defign w’hich ihight have united Perfza and 
Europe againfl their common enemy the Turk% 

Con- 

i ' : 
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of perfuading the Barlia- 
!ond his arms and counfels 
nemv of mankind. Under 
ythia'n war, he filently led 
iers of Iberia ; the Golchian 
, to condua them through 
.the precipices of Mount 
rrow path was laborioufly 
I fpacious highway, for the 
._V even of elephants. Gu- 
and diadem at the feet of 
his Colchians imitated the 
^ j and after the walls of 
fhaicen, the Roman garrifon pre- 
, the impending fury of 
But the Lazi foon difcovered* 
„ „.„:_ 3 e had urged them to choofii 
intolerable than the calamities which 

_ j. The monopoly of fait and 

elFeaually removed by the lofs of thofe 
’ !. The authority of a Ro- 
.. fucceeded by the pride of an 
who beheld, with equal difdaini 
he had exalted, and the Icings 


Caucafus j and a narr^ 
formed into a fafe and 1 
march of cavalry, and 
hazes laid his perfon 
the King of Perfia ; 
fubmiffion of their prince 
Petra had been 1 — 
vented, by a capitulation, 
the laft affault. -i— 
that their impatience 

an evil more i 

they ftrove to efcape. 
corn was i . 

valuable commodities, 
man legiflator was 
Oriental defpot, 

the flaves whom . , .n. i ri- 

whom he had humbled before the footftool of his 

throne. The adoration of fire was introduced 
into Colchos by the zeal of the Magi ; their into- 
lerant fpirit provoked the fervour of a Chnftian 
people j and the prejudice of nature or education 
was wounded by the impious praaice of expofing 
the dead bodies of their parents, on the fumniit 

of a lofty tower, to the crows and vultures of the 

airi 
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air®s. Confcibus of the increafing hatred, which chap. 
retarded the execution of his great defigns, the , , 

juft Nuftiirvan had fecretly given orders to aflaf- 
finate the King of the Lazi, to tranfplant the 
people into fome diftantdand, and to fix a faith- 
ful and warlike colony on the banks of the Phafis. 

The watchful jealoufy of .the Golcbians forefaw 
and averted the approaching ruin. Their re- 
pentance was accepted at Conftantinople by the 
prudence, rather than the clemency, of Juftinian j 
and he commanded Dagifteus, with feven thou- 
fand Romans, and one thoufand of the Zani, tQ 
expel the Perfians from the coaft of the Euxine. 

The fiege of Petra, which the Roman general, Siege of 
with the aid of the Lazi, immediately undertook, 
is one of the moft remarkable actions of the age. 549—551. 
The city was feated on a craggy rock, which 
hung over the fea, and communicated by a fteep 
and narrow path with the land. Since the ap- 
proach was difficult, the attack might be deemed 
impoffible ; the Perfian conqueror had ftrength- 
ened the fortifications of Juftinian ; and the places 
leaft inacceffible were covered by additional bul. 
warks. In this important fortrefs, the vigilance 
of Chofi'oes had depofited a magazine of offenfive 
and defenfive arms, fufficient for five times the 
number, not only of the garrifon, but of the her 


See Herodotus ( 1 . L c. 140. p. 69.), who fpeaks with diffidence, 
Larcher (tom.i. p* 399 — ^401 . Notes fur Herodote), Procopius (Perfic, 
l.i. c. II.), and Agathias (hii. p. 6I5 6 %.)* This pra( 5 iice, agreeable to 
the Zandavefta (Hyde, de Relig. Perf. c.34. p.414 — demon-. 
Urates that the burial of the Perfian Icings (Xenophon. Cyropjed. 1 . viii, 
p. 658), t; yap /-caxapicwspov T&f r>! yrj is a Greek fidiion, 

^nd that their tombs could no more than cenotaph# 


fiegers 
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fiegers themfelves. The flock or tlom ana la r 
provilions was adequate to the confumption ot 
five years; the want of wine was fupplied by 
vinegar, and of grain from whence a 1 rong 
liquor was extraaed; and a triple aquedua 
eluded the diligence, and even the fufpicions, 
of the enemy. But the firmeft defence ox Petra 
was placed in the valour of fifteen hundred Per- 
fians, who retifted the affaults of the Romans, 
whilft, in a fofter vein of earth, a mine was-.fc- 
cretly perforated. The wall, fupported by flen- 
der and temporary props, hung tottering in the 
air ; but Dagifteus delayed the attack till he had 
fecured a fpecific recompence ; and the town 
was relieved before the return of his meffenger 
from Conftantinople. The Perfian garrifon was 
reduced to four hundred men, of whom no more 
than fifty were exempt from ficknefs or wounds; 
...1 Uofin thpir inflexible nerfevei'an'ce. 
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poweiful efFe^; it was tranfportied and worked chap, 
by the hands of forty foldiers ; and as the ftones 
were loofened by its repeated fbrpkes, they were ' * 

torn with long iron hooks from the wall. From 
thofe walls, a Ihower of darts was inceflantly 
poured on the heads of the affailants, but they 
were raoft dangeroufly annoyed by a fiery com- 
pofition of fulphur and bitumen, which in Col- 
chos might with fome propriety be named the 
oil of Medea. Of Hk tlioufend Romans who 
mounted the fcaling-ladders, their general, Bef- 
fas, was the firll, a gallant veteran of feventy years 
of age : the courage of their leader, his fall, and 
extreme danger, animated the irrefillible elFort of 
his troops ; and their prevailing numbers opprefl’- 
ed the fti’ength, without fubduing the fpirit, of 
the Perfian garrifon. The fate of thefe valiant 
men deferves to be more diftindlly noticed. 

Seven hundred had periftied in the fiege, two 
thoufand tliree hundred furvived to defend the 
breach. One thoufand and feventy were deftroy- 
ed with fire atid fword in the lall affault ; and if 
feven hundred and thirty were made prifoners. 


only eighteen among them were found without 


the marks of honourable wounds. The remain- 
ing five hundred efcaped into the citadel, which 
they raaintained. without any hopes of relief, re- 
jeS;ing the faireft terms of capitulation and fer- 
vice, till they were loft in the flames. They died 
in obedience to the commands of their prince ; 
and fuch examples of loyalty and valour might 
excite their countrymen to deeds of equal defpair 
and more profpefous event. The inftant demo- 

litibn 




The Col- 
chian or 


the decline and fall 
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CHAP, lition of the works of Petra confeffed the aftonifli. 
XLii- ment and apprehenfion of the conqueror. 

A Spartan would have praifed and pitied the 

virtue of thefe heroic flaves; but the tedious war- 

fare and alternate fuceefsof the Roman and Per- 

5-;9^556. fian arms cannot detain the attention of pofterity 
at the foot of Mount Caucafiis. The advantages 
obtained by the troops of Juftinian were more fre- 
quent and fplendid ; but the forces of the Great 

Kingwerecontinuallyfupplied,tiUtheyamounted 

to eight elephants and feventy thoufand men, 
including twelve thoufand Scythian allies, and 
above three thoufand Dilemites, who defcended 
by their free choice from the hills of Hyrcania, 
and were equally formidable in clofeor in diftant 
combat. The fiege of Archaeopolis, a name im. 
pofed or corrupted by the Greeks, was raifed 
with fome lofs and precipitation ; but the Per- 
fians occupied the paffes of Iberia ; Colchos was 
enflaved by their forts and garrifons ; they de- 
voured the fcanty fuftenance of the people j and 
the prince of the Lazi fled into the mountains. 
In the Roman camp, faith and difcipline weie 
unknown; and the independent leaders, who 
were invefted with equal power, difputed with 
each other the pre-eminence of vice and cor- 
ruption. The Perfians followed, without a mur- 
mur, the commands of a Angle chief, who implb 
citly obeyed the inftru6tions of their fupreme 
lord. Their general was diftinguilhed among 
the heroes of the Baft, by his wifdom in council, 
and his valour in the field. The advanced age 
of Mermeroes, and the Jamenefs of both his feet. 


OF THE roman empire. 


could not (Jitninifh tbe^ a6tivity of his mindi or CHAP, 
even of his body ; and whilft he was carried in a , j 
litter in the front of battle, he infpired terror to 
the enemy, and a juft confidence to the troops, 
who, under his banners, were always fuccefsful. 

After his death, the command devolved to Naco- 
ragan, a proud fatrap, who, in confei-ence with 
the imperial chiefs, had prefuraed to declare that 
he difpofed of vi6tory as abfolutely as of the ring 
on his finger. Such prefumption was the natural 
caufe and forerunner of a lliameful defeat. The 
Romans had been gi-adually repulfed to the edge 
of the fea-ftiore ; and their laft camp, on the ruins 
of the Grecian colony of Phafis, was defended on 
all fides by ftrong inti-enchments, the river, the 
Euxine, and a fleet of gallies. Defpair united 
their counfels and invigorated their arms ; they 
withftood the aftaults of the Perfians j and the 
flight of Nacoragan preceded or followed the 
flaughter often thoufand of his braveft foldiers. 

He efcaped from the Romans to fall into the 
hands of an unforgiving mailer, who feverely 
chaftifed the error of his own choice ; the unfor- 
tunate general was flayed alive, and his ftin, 

Huffed into the human form, was expofed on a 
mountain; a dreadful warning to thofe who might 
hereafter be entrufted with the fame and fortune 
of Perfia®“. Yet the prudence of Chofroes infen- 
fibly relinquilhed the profecution of the Colchian 


' The punifhment of flaying alive could not be introduced into 
Perfia by Sapor (Brifon de Regn. Pers. i.ii. pv578.), nor could it bo 
copied from the foolifh tale of Marfyas the Phrygian piper, mofb 
foolifhly quoted as a precedent by Agathias. (Liv, p; 131* 133.)* 

war. 
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war, in the juft perfup,fion that it is impoffible to 
reduce, or, at leaft, 'to hold a diftaut country 
againft the wilhes and eftbrts of its inhabitants. 
The fidelity of Gubazes fuftained the moft rigor- 
ous trials. He patiently endured the hardfliips 
of a favage life, and i-ejefted, with difdain,thefpe- 
cious temptations of the Perfian couit. The King 
of the Lazi had been educated in the Chriftian 
relio-ion ; his mother was the daughter of a fe- 
nator ; during his youth, he had ferved ten years 
afilentiary ofthe Byzantine palace^ and the ar- 
rears of an unpaid falary were a motive of attach- 
ment as well as of complaint. But the long con- 
tinuance of his fufferings extorted fiom him a 
naked reprefentation of the truth ; and tiuth 
was an unpardonable libel on the lieutenants of 
Juftinian, who, amidft the delays of a ruinous 
war, had fpared his enemies and trampled on 
his allies. Their malicious information per- 
fuaded the Emperor, that his faithlefs vaffal ah 
meditated a fecond defefition i an cider 
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verige. But the authority and eloquence of the chap. 
wifer few, obtained a falutary paufe: the vidlory , 

of the Phafis reftored the terror of the Eoman 
arms, and the Empef or was folicitous to abfolve 
his own name from the imputation of fo foul a 
murder. A judge of fenatorial rank was com- 
miffloned to enquire into the condu6l and death 
of the King of the Lazi. He aicerided a flately 
tribunal, encompalfed by the minifters of jullice, 
andpunifliment: in the prefence of both nations j 
this extraordinary caufe was pleaded, according to 
the formsof civil jurifprudence, and fome fatisfac- 
tion was granted to an injured people, by the fen- 
tence and execution of the meaner criminals®®. 

In peace, the King of Perfia continually fought Negoda. 
the pretences of a rupture j; but no fooner had he treaties^"* 
taken up arms, than he expreffed his defire of a between 
fafe and honourable treaty. During the fierceft fnd cbof- 
hoftilitiesj the two raonarchs entertained a deceit- roes, 
ful negociation; and fiich was the fuperiority of 
Chofroes, that whillt he treated the Roman minif- 
ters with infolence and contempt, he obtained the 
moft unprecedented honours for his own ambal- 
fadors at the Imperial court. The fucceflbr of 
Cyrus affumed the majefty of the Eallern fun, 
andgraciouflypermitted his younger brother Juf- 
tinian to reign over the Weft, with the pale and 
reflected fplendour of the moon. This gigantic 
ftyle was fupported by the pomp and eloquence 


On thefe judicial orations, Agatliias (LixL p-Si-^89. i. iv. p. 108 
-lx 1 9.) lavifhes eighteen or twenty pages o£ falfe and florid rhetoric. 
His ignorance or carelefsnefs overlooks the jiron|;ej| argmaeat againfl 
the King of Lazica — his former revolt* 

von. vii. .z> of 
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c H A p. of Ifdigune, one of the royal chamberlains. His 
wife and daughters, with a train of eunuchs and 

' ^ camels, attended the march of the ambaffador : 

two fatraps with golden di^ems were numbered 
atfiiong his followers : he was guarded by five hun- 
dred horfe, the moft valiant of the Perfians; and 
the Roman governor of Dara wifely refufed to 
admit more than twenty of this martial and hof- 
tile caravan. When Ifdigune had faluted the 
Emperor, and delivered his prefents, hepafledten 
months at Conftantinople without difcuffing any 
ferious affairs. Inflead of being confined to his 
palace, and I'eceiving food and water from the 
hands of his keepers, the Perfian arabaffadoi’, 
without fpies or guards, W'as allowed to vifit the 
capital j and the freedom of converfation and 
trade enjoyed by his domeftics, offended the pre-' 
judices of an age which rigoroufly pra6lifed the 
law of nations, without confidence or courtefy 
By an unexampled indulgence, his interpreter-, 
a fervant below the notice of a Roman magiftrate, 
was feated, at the table of Juftinian, by the fide 
of his mailer ; and one thoufand pounds of gold 
might be afligned for the expence of his journey 
and entertainment. Yet the repeated labours of 
Ifdigune couid procure only a partial and iraper- 
fe6l truce, Which was always purchafed with the 
treafures, and renewed at the felicitation, of the 
Byzantine court. Many years of fruitlels defola- 

Procopius reprefeuts the pradlice of the Gothic court of Ravenna 
(Goth. Li. c. 7.); and foreign ambaffadors have been treated with the 
fame jealouly and rigour in Turkey (Bufbequius, epift. iii. p. 149. 

&c.). Ruffia (Voyage D’Olearius), and China (Narrative of M. de Lange, 
in BelPs Travels, voLii. p» 189^^ — 311O* 


■ 
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tion elapfed before Juftinian and Chofroes were chap. 
compelled, by mutual laflitude, to conMt the re- 
pofe of their declining age. At a conference 
held on the frontier, each party, without expect- 
ing to gain credit, difplayed the' power, the 
juftice, and the pacific intentions, of their refpec- 
tive fovereigns ; but neceflity and hiterefl dic- 
tated the treaty of peace, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years^ diligently compofed 
in the Greek and Perfian language, and attefted 
by the feals of twelve interpetersf The liberty of 
commerce and religion was fixed and defined 5 
the allies of the Emperor and the Great King 
were included in the fame benefits and obliga- 
tions ; and the mofi fcrupulous precautions were 
provided to prevent or determine the accidental 
difputes that might arife on the confines of two 
hoftile nations. After twenty years' of deflruc- 
tive though feeble war, the limits ftill remained 
without alteration ; and Ghofroes was perfuaded 
to renounce his dangerous claim to the poffeffionf 
or fovereignty of Colchos and its dependent 
flates.' Rich in the accumulated treafures of the 
Eaft, he extorted from the Romans an annual 
payment of thirty thoufand pieces of gold ; and 


the fmallnefs of the fum revealed the difgrace 


of a tribute in its naked deformity% In a pre- 
vious debate, the chariot of Sefoftris, and the 
wheel of fortune, were applied by one of the 
minifters of, Juftinian, who obferved that the 
reduction of Antioch, and fome Syrian cities, 
had elevated beyond meafure the vain and ambi- 
tious fjpirit of tlxe Barbarian. Your are mif- 
z 2 taken,” 




« i P taken,” replied the motteit reman . -- c. 

XLH. ‘ of kings, the Lord of mankind, looks down 

’ « with contempt on fuch petty acquiiitmiis j an 

« of the ten nations, vanquished by niv - 
« cible arms, he efteems the Romans as the leaft 
formidable According to the Oiientals, the 

"of Nuairvan extended fton. 
in Tranfoxiana, to Yemen or Arabia F®lix. He 
fubdued the rebels of Hyrcania, reduced the 
provinces of Cabul and Zableflan on the banks 
of the Indus, broke the power of 
terminated by an honourable treaty the Tu ^ 
war, and admitted the daughter of the Gieat 
Khan into the number of his lawful wives, 
rious and refpeaed among the princes ot A , 
he gave atidiLce, in his palace of Madam, or 
Gtefiphon, to the ambaffadors c- . 

Their gifts or tributes, aims. 
geins,flaves, or aromatics, were 
at the foot of his throne; 

to accept from the King 
of the wood of aloes, a 
height, and a carpet £ — 
as it was reported, of an extraor 

Conqueft Juftinian I 
of the with the JEthiopians, 

Abyffi- ^ro(iuce a 

A.D. 5aa- fyftem 

9 = The negodations and treaties nerweeu uu.......... — 

copkmQy explained by Procopius (Perfic. 1. u. c. lo. t. 

Gotluc. tii. c. II. i5-)> Agathias (1. xv. p. 

(in Excerpt. Legat. p. isa-U?-)- Confult Barbeyrac, 
d^ns Traites, toin.ii. p. I54- i 8 i — 184 . i93 

91 D’Heihdot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 680, 681. a 94 » » 95 - 


of the world. 

,, rich garments, 
huinblyprefented 
; and he condefcended 
Iff of India ten quintals 
^ maid feven cubits in 
Softer than filk, the Ikin, 
clinary ferpent’*. 
had been reproached for his alliance 
as if he attempted to in- 
people of favage negroes into the 
of civilized fociety. But the friends of 
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the Eomaii empire, the Axumities, or Abyf- chap, 
finians, may be always diftinguiftied from the . . 

original natives of Africa®'. The hand of na- 
ture has flattened the nofes of the negroes, 
covered their heads with fliaggy wool, and tinged 
their Ikin with inherent and indelible blacknefs. 

But the olivd complexion of the Abyflinians, 
their hair, fliape, and features, diftinftly mark 
them as a colony of Arabs ; and this defcent 
is confirmed by the refemblance of language 
and manners, the report of an ancient emigra- 
tion, and the narrow interval between the fliores 
of the Red Sea. Chrillianity had raifed that 
nation above the level of African barbarifm ; 
their intercourfe with Egypt, and the fucceflbrs 
of Conftantine had communicated the rudi- 
ments of the arts and fciences ; their vefiels 


See BujOTon^ Hilt Naturelle, tom* iii. p. 449* TOis Arab call of 
features and complexion, which has continued 3400 years (Ludoiph. 
Hill, et Comment. JEthiopic. L i. c. 4.) in the cpiony of AbyfEnia, will 
juiffcify the fufpicion, that race, as well as climate, mull have contributed 
to form the negroes of the adjacent and limilar regions. 

The Portuguefe miflionaries, Alvarez (Ramufio, tom. i. fol. ^04. 
r€(SI. ^74 vers.), Burmudez (Purchases Pilgrims, vol. ii. Lv. c. 7. 
p. Ii49>— iigS.), Tobo (Relation, &c. par M. ie Grand, with xv Dif- 
fertations. Paris, I7a8,), and Tellez (Relations de Thevenot, part iv.), 
could only relate of modem Abyflina what they had feen or invented* 
The erudition of Ludolphus (Hift. .®thiopica, Francofurt. 1681. Com- 
mentarius, 1691. Appendix, 1694), in twenty-five languages, could 
add little concerning its ancient hillory. Yet the fame of Caled, or 
Eiillhseus, the conqueror of Yemen, is celebrated in national fongs and 
legends. 

The negociations of Jufiinian with the Axumites, or -ffitliiopians^ 
are recorded by Procopius (Perfie. L i. c. i9j and John Malala, 
tom. ii. p, 163 — 165. 193 — 196). The hiftorian of Antioch quotes 
the original narrative of the ambalTador Nonnofus, of which Photiu? 
(Bibliot. cod. iii.) has preferved a curious extras. 
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G H A P. traded to the Ille of Ceylon and feven king- 
1 obeyed the Negus or fuprcrae Prince of 

Abyffinia. The independence of the Homerites, 
who reigned in the rich and happy Arabia, was 
firft violated by an jiEtliiopian conqueror; he 
drew his hereditary claim from the Queen of 
Sheba and his ambitioii was fan6lified by re- 
ligious zeal. The Jews, powerful and active in 
exile, had feduced the mind of Dunaan, Prince 
of the HomefiteSi. They urged him to retaliate 
the perfecution inflidled by the Imperial laws on 
their unfortunate brethren : fome Roman mer- 
chants were injurioufly treated ; and feveral 
Chriftians of Negra were honoured with the 
crown of martrydora The churches of Arabia 

' implored the proteftion of the Abyffinian ino? 

narch. The Negus paffed the Red Sea with 
a fleet and army, deprived the Jewifh profelyte 
of his kingdom and life, and extinguilhed a 
race of princes, who had ruled above two thou- 
fand years the fequeftered region of myrrh and 
frankincenfe. The conqueror immediately an- 


TJie trade of the Axumites to the coall: of India and Africa, and 
the He of Ceylon, is qurioufly reprefented by Cofmas Indicoplepftes 
(Topograph* Chriftiati. 1 . li. p. I3». 138, 139, 140. l.xi. p. 338, 339]. 

^ Ludolph. Hift# et Comment. JEthbp. 1 . ii. c. 3. 

^ The city of Negra, or NagVan, in Yemen, is furrounded with 
palm trees, and Hands in the high-road between Saana, the capital, and 
Mecca, from the former ten, from the latter twenty days journey of 
a caravan of camels (Abulfeda, Defcript. Arabise, p.5a.). 

The martyrdom of St. Arethas Prince of Negra, and his three 
hundred and forty companions, is embellifhed in the legends of Meta- 
phrases and Nicephorus CalliHus, copied by Baronius (A. B. jaa* 
K® as'— 66. A. B. 523, 16 — 49.), and refuted, with obfcure dili-» 
gence, by Bafiiage (Hift. des Juifs, tom. xii. 1. viii. c. ii. p. 333 — 348*)i 
ytrho iavefligates the Hate of the Jews in Ai*abia and .Ethiopia. • 

nounced 
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noiinced the victory of the goipel, requeftecl an O H A P, 
orthodox patparch, and fo warmly profcffed his . , 

friendfliip to the Roman empire, that Juftinian 
was flattered by the hope of diverting the filk 
trade througli the chanpel of Abyflinia, and of 
exciting the forces of Arabia againfl the Perfian 
king. Nonnofus, defcended from .a family oi^ 
ambaffadors, was named by the Emperor to exe- juftinjan, 
cute this important commiffion. He wifely de- a.d. jjj. 
dined the fhorter, but more dangerous, road 
through the fandy deferts of Nubian afcended 
the Nile, embarked on the Red Sea, and fafely 
landed at the African port of Adulis. From 
Adulis to the royal city of Axume is no more 
than fifty leagues, in a dired line ; but the wind- 
ing pafies of the mountains detained the ambaf- 
fador fifteen days; and as he traverfed the forefls, 
he faw,. and vaguely computed, about five thou- 
fand wild elephants. The capital, according to 
his report, was large and populous ; and the 'viU 
lage of Axume is ftill confpicuous by the regal 
coronations, by the ruins of a Ghrillian temple, 
and by fixteen or feventeen obelilks infcribed 
with Grecian charaders But the Negus gave 
audience in the open field, feated on a lofty cha- 
riot, which was drawn by four elephants fuperbly 
caparifoned, and furrounded by his nobles and 
muficians. He was clad in a linen garment and 

Alvarez (in Ramulio, tom. i. foL 4x9 veisp. %%% vers.) faw the 
fiouriihing tee of Axume in the year ijao — luogo molto buonoe 
grande* It was ruined in the fame century by the Turkiih invalxon. 

Ko more than one hundred houfes remain; but the memory of itspaft 
greatneis is preierved by the regal coronation (Ludolph* Hill, et Com*? 
metit. L ii. c* zi.}. 

% 4 
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cap, holding in his hand two javelins and a light 
ftiield ; and, although his nakednefs was iraper- 
fedtly covered, he dilplayed the Baibaiic pomp 
of gold chains, collars, and bracelets, richly 
adorned with pearls and precious ftones. The 
ambaffador of Juftinian knelt; the Negus raifed 
him from the ground, embraced Nonnofus, kiffed 
the feal, perufed the letter, accepted the Roman 
alliance, andbrandilhing his weapons, denounced 
implacable war againft the wor&ippers of fire. 
But the propofal of the filk trade was eluded ; 
and notwithftanding the aflurances, and perhaps 
the wiflies, of the Abyffinians, thefe hoftile me- 
naces evaporated without efiefit. The Home- 
rites were unwilling to abandon their aromatic 
groves, to explore a fandy defert, and to en- 
counter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received 
any perfonal injuries. Inftead of enlarging his 
conquefts the King of .^hiopia was incapable 
of defending his poffeffions. Abrahah, the flave 
of a Roman merchant of Adulis, affumed the 
fceptre of the Homerites ; the tioops of Africa 
were feduced by the luxury of the climate ; and 
Jitflinian folicited the friendfliip of the ufurper, 
who honoured, with a flight tribute, the fupie- 
macy of his prince. After a long feries of prof. 
perity, the power of A.brahah was overthrown 
before the gates of Mecca ; his children were 
defpoiled by the, Perfian conqueror ; and the 
Ethiopians were finally expelled from the con- 
tinent of Afia. This nairative of obfcure and 
remote events is not foreign to the decline and 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 345 

fall of the Roman empire. If a Chrillian power CHAP, 
had been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet muft . ■ 

have been cruftied in his cradle, and Abyffinia 
would have prevented a revolution which has 
changed the civil and religious ftate of the 
world 


The revolutions of Yemen in the fixth century muft he <iolIe<fted 
from Procopius (Perfic, l.L c. 19) ao.), Theophanes Byzant^ (apud 
Photcod. ixiii. p.8o.> St. Theophanes (in Chronograph, p. 144* 145* 
18S, 189. ao6j 2oy* who is full of ftrange blunders), Pocock (Speci- 
men Hift. Arab. p-6». Dlierbelot (Bibliot. Orientale, p# %%• 477 *)> 
and Salehs Preliminary Difcourfe and Koran (c. 105.). The revolt of 
Abrahah is mentioned by Procopius; and his fall> though doudfd 
with miracles, is an hiftorical 
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CHAP. XLIll. 

JRehellions of Africa. — Rejioration of the Gothic 
Kingdom by Totila. — Lofs and Recovery of 
Rome. — Final Conqueji of Italy by Narfes . — 
FxtinQion of the OJirogoths. — Defeat of the 
Franks and Alemanni. — Lctfi Vidory, Dif- 
grace, and Death of Belifarius. — Death and 
Charafter of Jtflinian. — Cornet^ Farthqmkes, 
and Plague. 

CHAP. ^HE review of the nations from the Danube to 
the Nile, has expofed, on every fide, the 
weaknefs of the Romans; and our wonder is rea- 
fonably ex, cited that they fliould prefume to en- 
large an empire, whofe ancient limits they were 
incapable of defending. But the wars, the con- 
quells, and the triumphs of Juftinian, are the 
feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which 
exhauft the remains of llrength, and accelerate 
'the decay of the powers of life. He exulted in 
the glorious a6l of refloring Africa and Italy to 
the republic; hut the calamities which followed 
the departure of Belifarius betrayed the impo- 
tence of the conqueror, and accomplilhed the 
ruin of thofe unfortunate countries. 

From his new acquifitions, Juftinian expedled 
that his avarice, as well as pride, Ihould be richly 
gratified. A rapacious minifter of the finances 
S3S—S4S' clofely purfued the footfteps of Belifarius ; and as 
the old regifters of tribute had been burnt by the 

Yandals, 


The trou. 
bles of 
Africa, 

A.D. 
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Vandals, he indulged his fancy in a liberal cal- C H A P- 
culation and arbitrary affeffment of the wealth of , , 

Africa ^ The incr eafe of taxes, which were drawn 
away by a diftant fovereign, ^and a genei’al re- 
fumption of the patrimony or crown lands, foon 
difpelled the intoxication of the public joy : but 
the Emperor was infenfible to the modeft com- 
plaints of the people, till he was awakened and 
alarmed by the clamours of military difcontent. 

Many of the Roman foldiers had married the 
widows and daughters of the Vandals. As their 
own, by the double right of conqueft and inhe- 
ritance, they claimed the eftates which Genferic 
had affigned to his victorious troops. They heard 
with difdain the cold ^ind felfilh reprefentations of 
their officers, tha-t the liberality of Juftinian had 
raifed them from a favage or fervile condition j 
that they were already enriched by the fpoils of 
Africa, the treafure, the flayes, • and the move- 
ables, of the vanquiflied barbarians; and that the 
ancient and lawful patrimony of the Emperors 
would be applied only to the fupport of that go- 
vernment on which their own fafhty and reward 
muft ultimately depend. The mutiny was fe- 
cretly inflamed by a thoufand foldiers, for the 
moft part Heruli, who had imbibed the doCtrines, 

* For tlie troubles o£ Africa? I neither have nor defire another guide 
than Procopius, whofe eye contemplated the image, and whofe ear 
colleiled the reports, of the memorable events of his own times. In 
the fecond book of the Vandalic war he relates the revolt of Stozas 
(c. 14 — a4*), the return of Belifarius (c. 15), the vi< 51 :ory of Germanus 
(c. 16, 17, 18.), the fecond adminiftration of Solomcm (e. 19, ao, ai.) 
the government of Sergius (c. aa, a3.), of Ar^^bindus (c. a4*)> the 
tyranny and death of Gontharls (c. a5, a6, a7, a8); nor can I difcem 
any fymptoms of flattery or malevolence in his various portraits. 
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CHAP, and were inftigated by the clergy, of the Anan 
, m i and the caufe of perjury and rebellion was 
fanaified by the difpenfing powers of fanaticilm. 
The Arians deplored the ruin of their church, 
triumphant above a century in Africa ; and they 
were juftly provoked by the laws of conquer- 

or, which interdiaed the baptifm of their chd- 
dren and the exercife of aU religious worfhip. Of 

the Vandals chofen by Belifarius, the far greater 
part, in the honours of the Eaftern fervice, for- 
sot their country and religion. But a generous 
band of four hundred obliged the mariners, when 
they were in fight of the ifle of Lefbos, to alter 

their courfe: they touched on Peloponnefus, ran 

afhore on a defert coaft of Africa, and boldly 
ereaed, on Moiiht Aurafius, the ftandard of in- 
/ior>pndf>nce and revolt. While the troops of the 


OF THE roman empire, 

Procopius, efcaped to Sicily : two-thirds of the c H 
army were involved in the guilt of treafon ; and 
eight thoufand infurgents, affembling in the field 
of Bulla, elected Stoza for their chief, a private 
foldier, who poflelTed in a fuperior degree the 
virtues of a rebel. Under the malk of freedom, 
his eloquenpe could lead, or at lead impel, the 
paffions of his equals. He raifed himfelf to a 
level with Belifarius, and the nephew of the 
Hmperor, by daring to encounter them in the 
field; and the vi6l;orious generals were com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that Stoza deferved a 
purer caufe, and a more legitimate command. 
Vanquilhed in battle, he dexteroufly employed 
the arts of negociation ; a Roman army was fe- 
duced from their allegiance, and the chiefs who 
had trufted to his faithlefs promife were murdered 
by his order in a churchof Numidia. When every 
refource, either of force or perfidy, wasexhaufted, 
Stoza, with fome defperate Vandals, retired to 
the wilds of Mauritania, obtained the daughter 
of a Barbarian prince, and eluded the purfuit of 
his enemies, by the report of his death. The 
perfonal weight of Belifarius, the rank, the Ipirit, 
and the temper, of Germanus, the Emperor’s 
nephew, and the vigour and fuccefs of the fecond 
adminiftration of the eunuch Solomon, reftored 
the modefty of the camp, and maintained for a 
while the tranquillity of Africa. But the vicea 
of the Byzantine court were felt in that diftant 
province ; the troops complained that they wei'e 
neither paid nor relieved, and as foon as the pub- 
lic diforders were fijfficiently mature, Stoza was 

again 
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again alive, in arms, and at the gates of Carthage. 
He fell in a fingle combat, but he fmiled in the 
agonies of death, when he was informed that 
his own javelin had reached the heart of his 
antagonift. The example of Stoza, and the af- 
furance that a fortunate foldier had been the 
firft king, encouraged the ambition of Gontharis, 
and he promifed, by a private treaty, to divide 
Africa with the Moors, if, with their dangerous 
aid, he fliould afcend the throne of Carthage. 
The feeble Areobindus, unikilled in the affairs of 
peace and war, was raifed by his marriage with 
the niece of Juftinian, to the office of exarch. 
He was fuddenly oppreffed by a fedition of the 
guards, and his abjeft fupplications, which pro- 
voked the contempt, could not move the pity, of 
the inexorable tyrant. After a reign of thirty 
days, Gontharis himfelf was ftabbed at a ban- 
quet by the hand of Artaban 5 and it is lingular 
enough, that an Armenian prince, of the royal 
family of Arfaces, Ihould re-eftablilh at Carthage 
the authority of the Roman empire. In the con- 
fpiracy which unlheathed the dagger of Brutus' 
againft the life of Csefar, every circumllance is 
curious and important to the eyes of pofterity ; 
but the guilt or merit of thefe loyal or rebellious 
affaffins could interell only the contemporaries 
of Procopius, who, by their hopes and fears, 
their friendlhip or refentment, were perfonaliy 
engaged in the revolutions of Africa ^ 

^ Yet I muft not refufe him the merit of painting, in lively colours, the 
murderof Gontharis. Oneof the alTaffinsutteredafentiment not unworthy 
a Roman patriot: If Ifail,” faid Artafires, « in the firft ftroke, kill me 
©n the fpot, leJQ: the rack ihould extort a difcovery of myaccomplices/^ 

. That 
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That country was rapidly finking into the ftate C H A P. 
of barbarifin, from whence it had been raifed by > 

the Phoenician colonies and Roman laws : and 
every flep of inteftine difcord was marked by 
Ibme deplorable vi^ory of favage man over civi- 
lized fociety. The Moors % though ignorant of 
juftice, were impatient of oppreffion : their va- Moore, 
grant life and boundlefs wildernefs difappointed 
the arms, and eluded the chains, of a conqueror j 
and experience had Ihewn, that neither oaths 
nor obligations could fecure the fidelity of their 
attachment. The victory of Mount Auras had 
awed them into momentary fubmilBon ; but if 
they reipe<Sled the character of Solomon, they 
hated and defpifed the pride and luxury of his two 
nephews, Cyrus and Sergius, on whom their uncle 
had imprudently beftowed the provincial govern- 
ments of Tripoli and Pentapolis. A Moorifli 
tribe encamped under the walls of Leptis, to re- 
new their alliance, and receive from the governor 
the cuftomary gifts. Fourfcore of their deputies 
were introduced as friends into the city ; but, on 
the dark fufpicion of a confpiracy, they were raafi 
facred at the table of Sergius j and the clamour 
of arms and revenge was re-echoed through the 
vallies of Mount Atlas, from both the Syrtes to 
the Atlantic Ocean. A perfonal injury, the un- 
Juft execution or murder of his brother, rendered 
Antalus the enemy of the Romans. The defeat 
of the Vandals had formerly fignalized his valour j 

^ The Moorifh wars are ©ccafionally introduced into the narrative o£ 

Procopius (Vandal, l.ii. c. 19 — 23. 23 * aS. Gothic, Liv, c. 17.}; 
and Theophanes adds fome profperous and adverfe events in the laffc 
years of Juteuan, 

the 



the rudiments of juftice and prudence were llill 
more confpicuous in a Moor ; and while e ai 
Adrumetum in aflies, he calmly admonifhed the 
Emperor that the peace of Africa might be fe- 
cured by the recal of Solomon and his unworthy 
nephews. The exarch led forth his troops from 
Carthage : but, at the diftance of fix days journey 
in the neighbourhood of Tebefte % he was afl^ 
nifiied by the fuperior numbers and fierce alpect 
of the barbarians. He propofed a treaty ; foli- 
cited a reconciliation j and offered to bind him- 
felf by the moft folemn oaths. “ By what oaths 
« can he bind himfelf ?” interrupted the indig- 
nant Moors. “ Will he fwear by the gofpels, 

« the divine books of the Chriftians ? It was on 

« thofe books thatthefhjth of his nephew Sergius 

« was pledged to eighty' of our innocent and un- 
« fortunate brethren. Before we truft them a 
« fecond time, let us try their efficacy in the 
« chaftifement of perjury and the vindication of 
« their own honour.” Their honour was vindi- 
cated in the field of Tebefte, by the death of 
Solomon, and the total lofs of his army. The ar- 
rival of frefh troops and more fkilful commanders, 
foon checked the infolence of the Moors ; feven- 
teen of their princes were flain in the fame bat- 
tle • and the doubtful and tranfient fubmiffion of 
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their tribes was celebrated with lavifli applaufe 
by the people of Conllaiitinople. Succeffive in- 
roads had reduced the province of Africa to one 
third of the meafure of Italy; yet the Roman em- 
perors continued to reign above a century over 
Carthage, aftd the fruitful coaft of the Mediter- 
ranean. But the vidtories and the Ioffes of Jufti- 
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nian were alike pernicious to mankind; and fuch 
was the defolation of Africa, that in many parts a 
ftranger might wander whole days without meet- 
ing the face either of a friend or an enemy. The 
nation of the Vandals had difappeared; they once 
amounted to an hundred anddixty thouland war- 
riors, without including the childi'en, the women, 
or the flaves. Their numbers were infinitely fur- 
paffed by the number of the Moorifli families ex- 
tirpated in a relentlefs war ; and the fame deftruc- 
tion was retaliated on the Romans and their allies, 
who perifhed by the climate, their mutual quar- 
rels, and the rage of the Barbarians. When, Pro- 
copius firft landed, he admired the populoufnefs 
of the cities and country, flrenuoufly exercifed in 
the labours of commerce and agriculture. In 
iefs than twenty years, that bufy feene was con- 
verted into a filent folitude; the wealthy citizens 
efcaped to Sicily and Conftantinople; and the fe- 
cret hiflorian has confidently affirmed, that five 
millions of Africans were confumed by the war’s 
and government of the Emperor Juftinian 

The jealoufy of the Byzantine court had not Revolt of 
permitted Belifarius to atchieve the conquefl of 

A. D. 540* 

s Procopius, Anecdot. c. The ferifis of the African hiHory 
attefts this melancholy truth* 
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Italy; and his, abrupt departure revived the cou- 
rage of the Goths®, who relpe6led his genius, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive which had 
prged the fervant of Juftinian to deceive and re- 
jeft them. They had loft their King (an incon- 
siderable lofs), their capital, their treafures, the 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thoufand Barbarians, 
magnificently equipped with horfes and arms. 
Yet all was not loft, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thoufand Goths, infpired by a fenfe of 
honour, the love of freedom, and the memory of 
their paft greatnefs. The lupreme command was 
unanimoufly offered to the brave Uraias; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the difgrace of his un- 
cle Vitiges coulS^appear as a reafon of exclufion. 
His voice inclined the election in favour of Hil- 
dibald, whofe perfonal merit was recommended 
by the vain hope that his kinfraan Theudes, the 
Spanifli monarch, would fupport the common in- 
tereft of the Gothic nation. The fuccefs of his 
arras in Liguria and Venetia feemed to juftify 
their choice; but he foon declared to the world, 
that he was incapable of forgiving or command- 
ing his benefactor. The confort of Hildibald was 
deeply wounded by the beauty, the riches, and 
the pride of the wife of Uraias ; and the death of 


* In tlie fecond (c. 30.) and third books (c* i — 40.), Procopius con- 
tinues the hiftorjr of the Gothic war from the fifth to the fifteenth 
year of Juftinian. As the events are lefs Interefting than in the for- 
mer period, he allots only half the fpace to double the time. Jor- 
nandes and the Chronicle of Marcellinus, aftbrd feme collateral hints. 
Sigonius, Pagi^ Muratori^ Mafeou, and De Buat, are afeful, and have 
been ufed. ' ' 
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that virtuous patriot excited the indignation of a CHAP, 
free people. A bold alTaflin executed their fen- . , 

tence by ftriking off the head of Hildibald in the 
inidft of a banquet: the Rugians, a foreign tribe, 
alTumed the privilege of election; and Totila, 
the nephew of the late King, was tempted, by 
I'evenge, to deliver himfelf and the garrifon of 
Trevigo into the hands of the Romans. But 
the gallant and accompliflied youth was eafily 
peifuaded to prefer the Gothic throne before the 
fervice of Jullinian ; and as foon as the palace 
of Pavia had been purified from the Rugian 
ufurper, he reviewed the national force of five 
thoufand foldiers, and generoufly undertook the 
reftoration of the kingdom of Italy. 

The fucceflbrs of Belifarius, eleven generals Vldories 
of equal rank, negle6led to cruflx the feeble and 
difunited Goths till they were roufed to a6lion Italy, 
by the progrefs of Totila and the reproaches of 
Jullinian. The gates of Verona were fecretly 
opened to Artabazus, at the head of one hun- 
dred Perfians in the fervice of the empire. The 
Goths fled from the city. At the diflance of 
fixty furlongs the Roman generals halted to re- 
gulate the divifion of the fpoil. "While they diC- 
puted, the enemy difeovered the real number of 
the vi6lors : the Perfians were inftantly over- 
powered, and it was by leaping from the wall 
that Artabazus preferved a life which he loll in 
. a few days by the lance of a Barbarian, who 
had defied him to Angle combat Twenty thou- 
fand Romans encountered the forces of Totila, 
near Faenza, and op the hills of Mugello, of 
AA 3 the 
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exhorted the citizens to implore, like himfelf, the chap. 

X ^ ^ 'VT TTT 

mercy of the conqueror. They requefted a truce, , ‘ . 

with a promife of furrendering the city, if no 
efieclual relief fliould appear at the end of thirty 
days. Inftead of om month, the audacious Bar- 
barian granted them three, in the juft confidence 
.that famine would anticipate the term of their 
capitulation. After the redudliori of Naples and 
Cumse, the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and 
Calabria, fubinitted to the King of the Goths. 

Totila led his army to the gates of Rome, pitched 
his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty 
miles of the capital, and calmly exhorted the 
fenate and people to compare the tyranny of the 
Greeks with the bleflings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid fuccefs of Totila may be partly Contraft of 
afcribed to the revolution which three years^ virtu^ 
experience had produced in the fentiments of 
the Italians. At the command, or at leaft in the 
name, of a Catholic Emperor, the Pope % their 
fpiritual father, had been torn from the Roman 
church, and either ftarved or murdered on a 
defolate ifland®. The virtues of Belifiirius were 
replaced by the various or uniform vices of eleven 
chiefs, at Rome, Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, 

Spoleto, &c. who abufed their authority for the 
indulgence of luft or avarice. The improvement 


’ Sylverius, Bifliop of Rome, was fiiil: tranfported to Patara, in Lycia, 
and at length ftaryed (fub eorum cuftodia inedia confedius) in the ifle 
of Palmaria, A. f). 5 3$, June ao (Liberat in Breviar. c. Anaf- 
talius in Sylverio. Baronius, A.D. 540. No. Pagi in Vit. Pont, 
tom. i. p« a85, a86-). Procopius (Anecdot. Ci i#) accufes only the 
Emprefs and Antonina. 

® Palmaria, a fmall ifland, oppofite to Tarracina aad the coail of the 
Volfci (Cluyer. Ital. Antxq. 1 . iii. c. 7. p. 10x4*)* 
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CHAP, of the revenue was committed to Alexander, a 

, . fubtile fcribe, long pra6lifed in the fraud and 

oppreffion of the Byzantine fchools; and whofe 
name of FfalUBimy the JciJfars ®, was drawn 
from the dextrous artifice with which he reduced 
the lize, without defacing the figure, of the gold 
coin. Inflead of expe6ling the reftoration of 
peace and induftry, he impofed an heavy aflelT- 
inent on the fortunes of the Italians. Yet his 
prefent or future demands were lefs odious than 
a profecution of arbitrary rigour againll the per- 
fons and property of all thofe, who, under the 
Gothic kings, had been concerned in the receipt 
and expenditure of the public money. The fub- 
je6ls of Juftinian, who efcaped thefe partial 
vexations, were n|)preffed by the irregular main- 
tenance of the Soldiers, whom Alexander de- 
frauded and delpifed ; and their hafly Tallies in 
quell of wealth, or fubfiflence, provoked the 
inhabitants of the country to await or implore 
their deliverance from the virtues of a Barbarian. 
Totila " was chafle and temperate ; and none 
were deceived, either friends or enemies, who 
depended on his faith or his clemency. To the 
hulbandraen of Italy the Gothic King iffued a 
welcome proclamation, enjoining them to purfue 
their important labours, and the reft affured, 

^ As the Logothete Alexander, and moll of his civil and military col- 
leagues, were either difgraced or defpifed, the ink of the Anecdotes 
(c.4, 5. 18.) is fcarcely blacker than that of the Gothic Hiftory (Liii* 
€• 3, 4* 9- ^^0- 

Procopius (Liii. c* a. 8, &c.) does ample and willing juflice to the 
merit of Totila. The Roman hiftorians, from Salluft and Tacitus* 
were happy to forg^ the vices of their countrymen in the contempla- 
tion of Barbanc virtue. 
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that, on the payment of the ordinary taxes c H A p. 
they fliould be defended by his valour and dif- ^ 

cipline from the injuries of war. The ftrong 
towns he fucceffively attacked; and as foon 
as they had yielded to his arms, he demolifhed 
the fortifications ; to fave the people from the 
calamities of a future fiege, to deprive the Ro- 
mans of the arts of defence, and to decide the 
tedious quarrel of the two nations, by an equal 
and honourable conflict in the field of battle. The 
Roman captives and deferters were tempted to 
enlift in the fervice of a liberal and courteous ad- 
verfary ; the flaves were attracted by the firm and 
faithful promife, that they fliould never be de- 
livered to their mailers ; and from the thoufand 
warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the fame 
appellation of Goths, was infenfibly formed in the 
camp of Totila. Helincerelyaccomplilhed thear- 
ticles of capitulation, without feeking or accepting 
any finiller advantage from ambiguousexprefllons 
or unforefeen events: the garrifon of Naples had 
ftipulated, that they fliould be tranfported by 
fea ; the obftinacy of the winds prevented their 
voyage, but thej were generoufly fupplied with 
horfes, provifions, and a lafe condu6t to the gates 
of Rome. The wives of the fenators, who had 
been furprifed in the villas of Campania, were re- 
ftored, without a ranlbm, to their hulbands ; the 
violation of female chaftity was inexorably chat 
tifed with death ; and, in the falutary regulation 
of the diet of the famiflied Neapolitans, the con- 
queror alTumed the office of an humane and at- 
tentive phyfician. The virtues of Totila are 
AA 4 equally 
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equally laudable, ■whether they proceeded from 
true policy, religious principle, or the inftinft of 
humanity ; he often harangued his troops ; and it 
■w^as his conftant theme, that national vice and 
ruin are infeparably connedled ; that vi6lory is 
the fruit of moral as well as military virtue ; and 
that the prince, and even the people, are refpon- 
fible for the crimes which they neglect to punifli. 

The return of Belifarius to fave the country 
which he had fubdued vras prefled with equal ve- 
hemence by his friends and enemies ; and the 
Gothic war was impofed as a truft or an exile on 
tlie veteran commander. An hero on the banks 
of the Euphrates, a flave in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, he accepted, with reludtance, the painful 
talk of fupporting his own reputation, and re- 
trieving the . faults of his fucceflbrs. The fea was 
open to the Romans : the fliips and foldiers were 
affembled at Salona, near the palace of Diocle- 
tian : he refreflied and reviewed his troops at 
Tola in Iftria, coafted round the head of the Ha- 
driatic, entered the port of Ravenna, and dif- 
patched orders rather than fupplies to the fubor- 
dinate cities. His firft public oration was ad- 
drefled to the Goths and Romans, in the name 
of the Emperor, who had fufpended fqr a while 
the conquefl of Perfia, andliftened to the prayers 
of his Italian fubjebts. He gently touched on 
the caufes and the authors of the recent difal- 
ters ; llriving to remove the fear of punilhment 
for the paft, and the hope of impunity for the fu- 
ture, and labouring, with more zeal than fuccefs, 
to unite, all the members of his government in a 

firm 
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firm league of afFeSion and obedience. Jufti- chap. 
nian, bis gracious mafter, was inclined to par- j 

don and reward 5 and it was their intereft, as well 
as duty, to reclaim their deluded brethren, who 
had been feduced by the arts of the ufurper. Not 
a man was tempted to defert the ftandard of the 
Gothic King. Belifarius foon difcbvered, that he 
was fentto remain the idle and impotent fpedlator 
of the glory of a young Barbarian ; and his own 
epiftle exhibits a genuine and lively picture of the 
diftrefs of a noble mind. “ Mod excellent prince, 

“ we are arrived in Italy, deflituteof all thenecef- 
“ fary implements of war, men, horfes, arms, and 
“ money. In our late circuit tlirough the villages 
“ of Thrace and Illyricum, we have colle6led, 

“ with extreme difficulty, about four thoufand 
“ recruits, naked, and unikilled in the ufe of 
“ weapons and the exercifes of the camp. The 
“ foldiers already ftationed in the province are 
“ difcontented, fearful, and difmayed ; at the 
“ found of an enemy, they difmifs their horfes, 

“ and call their arms on the ground. No taxes 
“ can be raifed, fince Italy is in the hands of the 
“Barbarians; the failure of payment has de- 
“ prived us of the right of command, or even of 
“ admonition. Be affured, dread Sir, that the 
“ greater part of your troops have already de- 
“ ferted to the Goths. If the war could be at- 
“ chieved by the prefence of Belifarius alone, 

“ your wilhes are fatisfied ; Belifarius is in the 
“ midft of Italy. But if you defire to conquer, 

“ far other preparations are requifite : withgut a 
“ military force, the title of general is an empty 

“ name. 
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c H A P. name. It would be expedient to I'eftore to my 
. “ fervice my own. veterans and domeftic guards. 

“ Before I can take the field, I mufl receive an 
“ adequate fnpply of light and heavy armed 
“ troops ; and it is only with ready money that 
“ you can procure the indifpenfiblc aid. of a 
“ powerful body of the cavalry of the Huns".” 
An officer in whom Belifarius confided was font 
from Ravenna to haften and condudl the fuc- 
cours ; but the meflage was negledted, and the 
^ meffenger was detained at Conftantinople by an 

advantageous marriage. After his patience had 
been exhaufted by delay and difappointinent, ths 
Roman general re-pafled the Hadriatic, and ex- 
pe6ted at Dyrrachium the arrival of the troops, 
which were flowly affembled among the fubjefits 
and allies of the empire. His powers were Ml 
inadequate to the deliverance of Rome, which 
was clofely befieged by the Gothic King. The 
Appian way, a march of forty days, was covered 
by the Barbarians ; and as the prudence of Beli- 
farius declined a battle, he preferred the fafe and 
Ipeedy navigation of five days from the coaft of 
Epirus to the mouth of the Tyber. 

Romete- After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns 
GoA midland provinces of Italy, 

A. D. 545! Totila proceeded, not to aflault, but to encompafs 
May. and flarve, the ancient capital. Rome was afflidt- 
ed by the avarice, and guarded by the valour, of 
Beffas, a veteran, chief of Gothic extra6lion, who 


PTOCopmsjUiii. c. la. The foul of an hero is deeply imprelTed 
oh the tetter j nor can we confound fuch genuine and original adls with 
the elaborate and often empty fpeeches of the Byzantine hillorians. 

filled. 
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filled, with a garrifon of three thoufand foldiers, chap. 
the fpacious circle of her venerable walls. From ^ 

the diftrefs of the people be extrafiled a profit- 
able trade, and fecretly rejoiced in the continu- 
ance of the fiege. It was for his ufe that the grana- 
ries liad been repleniflied ; the charity of Pope Vi- 
gilius had purchafed and embarked an ample fup- 
ply of Sicilian corn j but the veffels which efcaped 
the Barbarians were feized by a rapacious gover- 
nor, who imparted a fcanty fullenance to the fol- 
diers, and fold the remainder to the wealthy 
Homans. The mediinnus, or fifth part of tlie 
quarter of wheat, was exchanged for feven pieces 
of gold ; fifty pieces were given for an ox, a rare 
and accidental prize j the progrefs of famine en- 
hanced this exorbitant value, and the merce- 
naries were tempted to deprive themfelves of the 
allowance which was fcarcely fufficient for the 
fupport of life. A tallelefs and unwholefome 
mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the 
quantity of flour, appealed the hunger of the 
poor ; they were gradually reduced to feed on 
dead horfes, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly 
to fnatch the grafs, and even the nettles which 
grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd of 
lpe6lres, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
prelfed with difeafe, and their minds with def- 
pair, furrounded the palace of the governor, 
urged, with unavailing truth, that it was the 
duty of a mailer to maintain his flaves, and 
humbly requeiled, that he would provide for 
their fubfiilence, permit their flight, or com- 
mand their immediate execution. Beflas replied, 
with unfeeling tranquillity, that it was iinpoffible 

to 
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to feed, unfafe to difmifs, and unlawful to MU, 
the fubjeas of the Emperor. Yet the example 
of a private citizen might have fliewn his country- 
men that a tyrant cannot withhold the privilege 
of death. Pierced by the cries of five children , 
who vainly called on their father for bread, he 
ordered them to follow his fteps, advanced with 
calm and filent defpair to one of the bridges o£ 
the Tyber, and, covering his face, threw him- 
felf headlong into the ftreara, in the prefence ot 
his femily and the Roman people. To the rich 
and pufillanimous, Beffas- fold the permiflion ot 
departure ; but the greateft part of the fugitives 
expired on the public highways, or were inter- 
cepted by the flying parties of Barbarians. I^n 
the meanwhile, the artful governor foothed the 
difcontent,and revived the hopes, of the Romans, 
by the vague reports of the fleets and armies which 
were battening to their relief from the extremities 
of the Eaft. They derived more rational com- 
fort from the aflurance that Belilarius had landed 
at the port; and, without numbering his forces, 
they firmly relied on the humanity, the courage, 
and the Ikiil of their great deliverer. 

The forefight of Totila had raifed obftacles 
worthy of fuch an antagonift. Ninety furlongs 
below the city, in the narroweft part of the river, 
he joined the two banks Jjy ftrong and folid 
timbers in the form of a bridge ; on which he 

■ “ The avarice of Befias is not diffembled by Procopius (l.iii. c. 17. 
so \ tie exraated the lofs of Rome by the glorious conqueft of Pe- 
tr»a c. 1 *.) : but the &me vices followed him from the 

Tyber to the Phafis (c.13.)! and the Wftorian is equally troe to the 
* mUs and defeas of Ws charafter. ’ The chaftifement whn* the 
autlior of the rranance of Belifaire has infliaed on the oppreffor of 
is more agreeable to juflice than to Hftory. lefited 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

erected two lofty towers, manned by the bravefl o 
of his Goths, and profufely ftored with miflile 
w'eapons and engines of offence. The approach 
of the bridge and towers was covered by a ftrong 
and mafly chain of iron ; and the chain, at either 
end, on the oppofite fides of the Tyber, was de- 
fended by a numerous and chofen detachment 
of archers. But the enterprife of forcing thefe 
barriers, and relieving the capital, dilplays a 
Alining example of the bgldnefs and cond»(St of 
Belifarius, His cavalry advanced from the port 
along the public road, to awe the motions, and 
diftra61: the attention, of the enemy. His in- 
fantry and provifions were diA:ributed in two 
hundred large boats ; and each boat was Aiielded 
by an high rampart of thick planks, pierced with 
many fmall holes for the difcharge of miffile wea- 
pons. In the front, two large veffels were linked 
together to fuftain a Aoating caftle, which com- 
manded the towers of the bridge, and contained 
a magazine of Are, fulphur, and bitumen. The 
whole Aeet, which the general led in perfon, was 
laboriouAy moved againft the current of theriver. 
The chain yielded to their weight, and the ene- 
mies who guarded the banks were either Aain or 
fcattered. As foon as they touched the principal 
barrier, the Are-Aiip was inA;antly grappled to the 
bridge; one of the towers with two hundred 
Goths, was confumed by the Aaraes ; the affail- 
ants Aiouted vidlory ; and Rome was faved, if 
the wifdom of Belifarius had not been defeated 
by the mifcondudl of his ofScers. He had pre- 
yiouAy fent orders to BeAas to fecond his opera- 
tions by a timely fally from the town ; and he had 

Axed 
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CHAP, fixed his lieutenant, Ifaac, by a peremptory com- 
mand, to the ftation of the port. But avarice 
rendered Beflas immoveable ; while the youthful 
ardour of ifaac delivered him into the hands of 
afuperk enemy. The exaggerated rumour of 
his defeat was haftily carried to the ears of Beli- 
iarius : he paufed; betrayed in that Angle moment 
of his life fome emotions of furprife and per- 
plexity ; and relu6lantly founded a retreat to 
fave %is wife Antonina, his treafures, and the 
only harbour which he poffeffed on the Tufcan 
coaft. The vexation of his mind produced an 
ardent and almoft mortal fever ; and Rome was 
left without protection to the mercy or indigna- 
tion of Tbtila. The continuance of hoftilities 
had embittered thC national hatred ; the Arian 
clergy was ignominioufly driven from Rome j Pe- 
lagius, the Archdeacon, returned without fuccefs 
from an embafly to the Gothic camp ; and a Si- 
cilian Bifliop, the envoy or nuncio of the Pope, 
was deprived of both his hands, for daring to 
utter falfehoods in the fervice of the church and 
ftate. 

Pamine had relaxed the ftrength and difcipline 
of the garrifon of Rome. They could derive no 
effectual fervice from a dying people and the 
Dec. 17. inhuman avarice of the merchant at length ab- 
forbed the vigilance of the governor. Fourlfau- 
rian centinels, while their companions flept, and 
their officers w'ere abfent,defcendedbyaropefrom 
the wall, andfecretlypropofed to theGothic King 
to introduce his troops into the city. The offer 
was entertained with coldnefs and fufpicion ; they 
retimed in fafety ; they twice repeated their vifit ; 
.-’f' - 16 the 
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the place was twice.examined; the eonfpiracy was chap. 
known and difregarded ; and no fooner had Totila xi^i. ^ 
confented to the attempt, than they unbarred the 
Alinarian gate, and gave admittance to the 
Goths. Till the dawn of day they halted in order 
of battle, apprehenlive of treachery or ambufli ; 
but the troops of Bellas, with their leader, had 
already efcapedj and when the King was preffed 
to difturb theirretreat, he prudehtly replied, that 
no fight could be more grateful than that ofti fly- 
ing"’ enemy. The patricians, who were llill pof- 
fefled nf horfes, Decius, Bafilius, &c. accompa- 
nied the governor; their brethren, among whom 
Olybrins, Oreftes, and Maximus are named by 
the hillorian, took refuge in the church of St. Pe- 
ter; but the alTertion, that only five hundred ,r. 
perfons remai^jd in the capital, infpires fome 
doubt of the fidelity either of his narrative or of 
his text. As foon as daylight had difplayed the 
■entire victory of the Goths, their monarch de- 
voutly vifited the tomb of the prince oPthe apof- 
tles; but while he prayed at the altar, twenty- 
five foldiers, and fixty citizens, were put to the 
fword in the veftibule of the temple. The Arch- 
deacon Pelagius ftfmd before him with the gof- 
pels in his hand. “ O Lord, be merciful to your 
fervant.” “ Pelagius,” faid Totila with an 
infulting fmile, “ your pride now condefcends 
“ to become a fuppliant.” “ I am a fuppliant,” 

During the long exile, and after the death of Vigilius, the Roman 
church was governed, at firft by the Archdeaeon and at length (A* D* 

^55.) by tlie pope Belagiui^ who was not thought guiltlefs of the fuf- 
ferings of his predeceflbr. See the original live$ of the popes under the 
mame of Anaftafius (Muratori, Sc%t. Rer» Italicarum, tom^ ii. i. 
p. 130, 1 3 1.), who relates feveral curious incidents of the fxeges of 
Rome and the wars of Italy. 

replied 
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p. replied the prudent Archdeacon ; “ God has now 
' “ made us your fubjefts, and as your fubjefts, 

“ we are entitled to your clemency.” At his 
humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were 
fparedj and the chaflity of the maids and ma- 
trons was preferved inviolate from the paffions of 
the hungry foldiers. But they were rewarded by 
the freedom of .pillage, after the moft. precious 
fpoils had be'en referved for the royal treafury. 
The houfes of the fenators were plentifully flored 
with gold and filver; and the avarice of Beffas 
had laboured with fo much guilt and fliame for 
the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, 
the fons and daughters of Roman confuls tailed 
the mifei^ which they hadfpurned or* relieved, 
wandered in tattetidgarmentsthrough the ftfeets 
of the city, and begged their bread, perhaps with- 
out fuccefs, before the gates of their hereditary 
manfions. The riches of Rufliciana, the daughter 
of Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been 
generoufiy devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
famine. But the Barbarians were exafperated by 
the report, that the had pronjpted the people to 
overthrow the ftatues of the great Theodoric: 
and the life of that venerable matron would have 
been facrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
refpedled her birth, her virtues, and even the pi- 
ous motive of her revenge. The next day he pro- 
nounced two orationsj to congratulate and admo- 
nith his vidlorious Goths, ^and to reproach the fe- 
nate, as the viletl of flavas, with their perjury, fol- 
ly, and ingratitude; tlernly declaring, that their 
eftates and honours were jutlly forfeited to the 
companions of his arms. Yet he confented tofor- 
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give their revolt, and the fenators repaid his cle- c h * p. 
mency by difpatching circular letters to their , 

tenants and valTals in the provinces of Italy, 
ftri6tly to enjoin them to defert the ftandard of 
the Greeks, to cj^ltivate thejr, lands in peace, 
and to learn from their maftprg the duty of 
obedience to a Gothic fovereign. Agajnft the 
city •vyhi.ch had fo long delayed the courfe of 
his vitStories he appeared inexorable: one-third 
of the walls, in difterent parts, were d«Snolifhed 
by his command j hre and engines prepared to 
confume or fubvert the moll ftately works of 
antiquity : and the world was aflonilhed by the 
fatal decree, that Rome Ihould be changed into 
a pallure for cattle. The firm and temperate 
reraonftrance of Belifarius fufpended the exe- 
cution ; he warned the Barbarian not to fully 
hds fame by th^ deftrudlion of thofe monuments 
which were the glory of the dead, and the de- 
light of the living ; and Totila was perfuaded by 
the advice of an enemy, to preferve Rome as 
the ornament of his kingdom, or tfe fairell 
pledge of peace and reconciliation. When he 
had fignified to the ambafiadors of Belifarius, * 
his intention of fparing the city, he Rationed an 
army at the diftance of one hundred and twenty 
furlongs, to obferve the motions of the Roman 
general. With the remainder of his forces, he 
marched into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied 
on the furamit of mount (jarganus one of the 

camps 

Mount Gargapus, npjv Monte St. Angel05 in the kingdom 
Naples, runs three hundred ftadia into the Adriatic fea (Strab. j. vi. 
d. 436.), and in the darker ages was iiluftrated by the -apparition, mi- 
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camps of Hannibal The fenators were dragged 
in his train, and afterwards confined in the for- 
trelTes of Campania: the citizens, with their 
wives and Children, were diiperfed in exile ; and 
during forty days Rome was abandoned to defo- 
late and dreaiy folitude 

The lofs of Rome was fpeedily retrieved by am 
adtion, to which, according to the event, the 
public opinion would apply the names pf fafli- 
nefs or heroifm. After the departur&-'bf Totila, 
the Roman general fallied from the port at the 
head of a thoufand horfe, cut in pieces the 
enemy who oppofed his progrefs, and vifited 
with pity and reverence the vacant fpace of the 
eternal ci|^. Refolved to maintain a ftation fo 
confpicuous in tl]|^ eyes of mankind, he fum- 
moned the greateft. part of his' troops to the 
ftandard which he eredled on the Capitol : the 
old inhabitants were recalled by the love of 
their country and the hopes of food ; and the 
keys of Rome were fent a fecond time to the 
Emperor Juflinian. The walls, as far as they 
had been demolifiied by the Goths, were re- 
^ paired with rude and diffimilar materials; the 

raclesj and church of St. Michael the archangel. Horace, a native of 
Apulia or Lucania, had feen the elms and oaks of Garganus labouring^ 
and bellowing with the north wind that blew on that lofty coaR 
(Carm. ii. 9. Epi{l.u* i. aoi.). '■ 

I cannot afceitam this particular camp of Hannibal; but the 
Punic quarters “were long and often in the neighbourhood of Arpi 
(T. Liv xxii. 9. la. xxiv* 3. &c.). 

Totila * * . . Roman ingreditur . . . . ac evertit muros domos 
aliquantas igni comburens, ac omnes Romanorum res in prsedam ac- 
cepit, hos ipfos Romanos in Campaniam captives abduxit, Pofl quam 
devaftationem, xl aut amplius dies, Roma fuit ita defolata, ut nemo ibl 
hominum, nil! ( miles ?) beflise morarentur (MarcelliminChron. p. 54-), 

• ^ ditch 
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Sitch was reftored ; iron fpikes were profufely c H A P- 
fcattered in the highways to annoy the feet of , ; 

the horfes ; and as new gates could not fuddenly 
be procured, the entrance was guarded by a 
Spartan rampart of his braveft foldiers. At the 
expiration of twenty-five days, Totila returned 
by hafty marches from Apulia, to avenge the 
injury and difgrace. Belifarius expedled his 
approach. The Goths were thrice repulfed in 
three general aflfaults ; they loft the flower of 
their troops ; the royal ttandard had ahnoft 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, and the fame 
of Totila funk, as it had rifen, with the fortune 
of his arms. Whatever Ikill and courage could 
achieve, had been performed by the Roman 
general ; it remained only, that Juftinian ihould 
terminate, by a ftrong and feafonable effort, the 
war which hediad ambitioufly undertaken. The 
indolence, perhaps the impotence, of a prince 
who defpifed his enemies, and envied his fervants, 
protra6ted the calamities of Italy. After a long 
filence, Belifarius was commanded to leave a 
fufficient garrifon at Rome, and to tranfport 
himfelf into the province of Lucania, whofe 
inhabitants, inflamed by Catholic zeal, had call 
away the yoke of their Arian conquerors. In 
this ignoble warfare, the hero, invincible againft 
the power of the Barbarians, was bafely van- 
quiflied by the delay, the difobedienpe, and the 


The trihuH are fmall engines with four fpikes, one fixed in the 
ground, the three others eredt or adverfe (IVocopms, Gothic. Liii. r.a4. 
Juft. Lipfius, PoHorcetojv, Lv. c. 3.). The metaphor was borrowed 
'from the tribuli ( land-caltrops )'s an herb with a prickly fruit, common 
in Italy (Martin, ad Virgil. Georgic.i. 153# vol. ii. p. 33* 

B B a cowardice 



apce, toat tiie two panes ui tiic 
were guarded by his cavalry. They weie be- 
trayed by treachery or weaknefs ; and the rapid 
inarch of the Goths fcarcely allowed time for 
the efcape of Belifarius to the coaft of Sicily. 
At length a fleet and army were affembled for 
the relief of Rufcianum, or lloflano ^% -a fortrefs 
iixty furlongs from the ruins of Sybaris, where 
the nobles of Lucania had taken refuge. In the 
firft attempt, the Roman forces were diffxpated 
by a norm. In the fecond they approached the 
Ihore ; but theyfaw the hills covered with archers, 
the landing-place defended by a line of fpears, 
and tlie King of tl>e Goths impatient for battle. 
The conqueror of Italy retired with a ligh,'and.. 
tontinued to languifli, inglorious and ina6li\e, 
till Antonina, who had been fent to Conftanti- 
nople to folicit fuccours, obtained, after the death 
nf tbp. Kmnrefs. the nermiffion of his return. 
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cotiniels from events, and compare the inftru- CHAP, 
ments with the execution, he appeared a more , . 
confummate mafter of the art of war, than in 
the feafon of his profperity, when he prefented 
two captive kings before the throne of Juftinian. 

The valour of Belifarius was not chilled by age ; 
his prudence was matured hy experience, but 
the moral virtues of humanity and Jullice feem 
to have yielded to the hard neceflity of the 
times. The parhinony or poverty of the Em- 
peror Compelled him to deviate fi'om the rule of 
conduct which had deferved the love and confi- 
dence of the Italians. The war was maintained 
by the oppreffion of Ravenna, Sicily, and all the 
faithful fubje<Sls of the empire ; and the rigorous 
profecution of Herodian provoked that injured 
or guilty officer to deliver Spoleto into the hands 
of the enemy. The avarice of Antpnina, which 
had been foraetimes diverted by love, now 
reigned without a rival in her breaft. Belifa- 
rius hifflfelf had always underftood, that riches, 
in a corrupt age, are the fupport and ornament 
of perfonal merit. And it cannot be prefumed 
that he fliould flain his honour for the public 
fervice, without applying a part of the fpoil to 
his private emolument. The hero had efcaped 
the fword of the Barbarians, but the dagger of 
conlpiracy ** awaited his return. In the midft 
of wealth and honours, Artaban, who had chaf- 
tifed the African tyrant, complained of the in- 
gratitude of courts. He afpired to Praejedla, the 

Tills conlpiracy is related by Procopius (Gothic* L iii* c.^i^ 3 %) 

•with fnch freedom and -the of tlje Aneedotel gives 

jbim nothing to add* 

B B 3 Emperor’s 
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CHAP. Emperor’s niece, who wiflied to reward her deli- 
XLin. verer ; hut the impediment of his previous mar- 
riage was aflerted by the piety of Theodora. 
The pride of royal defcent was irritated by flat- 
tery -and the ferviee in which he glorified, had 
proved him capable of bold and fanguinary 
deeds. The death of Juftinian w'as refolved, 
but the confpira tors delayed the execution till 
they could furprife Belilkrius difarmed, and 
naked, in the palace of Conftantinople. Not a 
hope could be entertained of flialdng his long- 
tried fidelity ; and they juftly dreaded the re- 
venge, or rather juftice, of the veteran general, 
who might fpeedily aflemble an army in Thrace 
to punilh the affaffins, and perhaps to enjoy the 
fruits of their crime. Delay afforded time for 
rafli communications and honeft confeflions: Ar- 
taban and his accomplices were condemned by 
the fenate, but the extreme clemency of Jufti- 
' nian detained them in the gentle confinement of 
the palace, till he pardoned their flagitious at- 
tempt againft his throne and life. If the Em- 
peror forgave his enemies, he mufl cordially 
, embrace a friend whofe vidlories were alone re- 
membered, and who was endeared to his prince 
by the recent circumftance of their common 
danger. Belifarius repofed from his toils, in the 
high ftation of general of the Eaft and count of 
the domeftics ; and tire older confuls and patri- 
cians refpedfcfully yielded the precedency of rank 
to the peerlefs merit of the firft of the Romans 
. . The 

, =?> 'The honomu. of Belifarius are gladly commemorated by his fecre** 

taiy (Procop* Goth* i. Hi. c* 35. 1 . iv* c. ai*)* dtle of LTparuyo? h 
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^he firft of the Eomans flill fubmitted to be the chap. 
Have of his wife ; but the fervitude of habit and 
affection became lefs diigraceful when the death 
of Theodora had removed the bafer influence of 
fear. Joannina their daughter, and the foie 
heirefs of their fortunes, was betrothed to Anaf- 
tafius the grandfon, or rather the nephew, of 
the Emprefs whofe kind interpofition for- 
warded the confummation of their youtliful 
loves. But the power of Theodora expired, the 
parents of Joannina returned, and her honour, 
perhaps her happinefs, were facrificed to the re- 
venge of an unfeeling mother, w^ho diflblved the 
imperfe6t nuptials before they had been ratified 
by the ceremonies of the church 

Before the departure of Belifarius, Perufia was Rome 
befieged, and few cities were impregnable to the tf^en by 
Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and Crotona, the Goths, 
ftill refilled the Barbarians; and when Totila 
alked in marriage one of the daughters of France, 

ill tranflated, at leaft in this inftance, by praefedus pratorio; and to 
a militaiy character, magifter miiitum is more proper and applicable 

(Ducange, Glofs. Grsec. p. I458> I459»)‘ 

** Alemannus (ad Hift. Arcanam, p. 68.)> Ducange (Familise Byzant. 
p. 98.) and Heinneccius (Hift. Juris Cmlis, p. 434.) all three reprefent 
Anaftalius as the fon of the daughter of Theodora; and their opinion 
firmly repofes on the unambiguous teltimony of Procopius (Anecdot. 
c# 4» S ' — twice repeated). And yet I will remark, i.That 
in the year 547, Theodora could icarcely have a grandibn of the age 
of puberty; 2. That we are totally ignorant of this daughter and her 
hufband; and, 3. That Theodora concealed her baftards, and that her 
grandfon by Jufiinian would have been heir-apparent of the empire. 

The a/iA»pTr,jbtaTa, or fins, of the hero in Italy and after his return, 
are manifefted and moffc probably fwelled, by the 

author of the Anecdotes (c.4, 5.). The defigns of Antonina were 
favoured by the fluctuating jurifprudence of Juftinian. On the law of 
marriage and divorce, that Emperor was trocho verfatilior (Heineccius* 

Element. Juris Civil, ad Ordjnem PandeCt. P* m ,No. 233.). 
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he was filing by the juft reproach that the Kiifg of 
Italy was unworthy of his title till it was acknow- 
ledged by the Roman people. Three thoufand 
of the braveft foldiers had been left to defend 
the capital. On the fufpicion of a monopoly, 
they maflacred the governor, and announced to 
Juftinian, by a deputation of the clergy, that 
unlefs their offence was pardoned and their ar- 
rears wei’e fatisfied, they fhould inftantly accept 
the tempting offers of Totila. But the officer 
who fucceeded to the command (his name was 
Diogenes) deferved their efteem and confidence ; 
and the Goths, inftead of finding an eafy con- 
queft, encountered a vigorous refiftance from the 
foldiers and people, who patiently endured the 
lofs of the portj and of all maritime fupplies. 
The fiege of Rome would perhaps have been 
raifed, if the liberality of Totila to the Ifaurians 
had not encouraged fome of their venal country- 
men to copy the example of treafon. In a dark 
night, while the Gothic trumpets founded on 
another fide, they filently opened the gate of St. 
Paul ; the Barbarians ruflied into the city ; and 
tile flying garrifon was intercepted before they 
could reach the harbour of Centumcellae. A fol- 
dier trained in the fchool of Belifarius, Paul of 
Cilicia, retired with four hundred men to the 
mole of Hadrian. They repelled the Goths ; 
but they felt the approach of famine ; and their 
averfion to the tafte of hdrfe-flefh confirmed 
their reiblution to rilk the event of a defperate 
and decifiyd fally. But their Ijiirit infenfibly 
ftooped to the offers of capitulation : they re- 
. ai.i i6 trieved 
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trieVed their arrears of pay, and preferved their (i H A P. 
arms and hoffes, by enlifting in the fervice of . . 

Totila ; their chiefs, who pleaded a laudable 
attachment to their wives and ohildren in the 
Eaft, were difmiffed with honotit j and abote 
four hundred enemies, who had taken refuge 
in the fan6luaries, were faved by the clemency 
of the vi6tor. He no longer entertained a wHh 
of deftroying the edifices of Eorne’^^ which he 
now refpe6led as the feat of the Gothic king- 
dom: the fenate and people were reftored to 
their country ; the means of fubfiftence were 
liberally provided ; and Totila, in the robe of 
peace, exhibited the equeftrian games of the 
circus. Whilft, he amufed the eyes of the mul- 
titude, four hundred veflels were prepared for 
the embarkation of his troops. The cities of 
Khegium and Tarentum were reducedj he palTed 
into Sicily, the object of his implacable refent- 
ment ; and the ifland was ftripped of its gold and 
filver, of the fruits of the earth, and of an in- 
finite number of horfes, flieep, and oxen. Sar- 
dinia and Corfica obeyed the fortune of Italy j 
and the fea coafl of Greece was vifited by a fleet 
of three hundred gallies''^ The Goths were 

The Romans were ftill attached to the monuments of their ancef- 
tors ; and according to Procopius (Goth. 1 . iv. c, the galley of 
..Eneas, of a fingle rank of oars, 25 feet in breath) imm length, 
preferved entire in the 7 ia'vaUa^ near Monte Teftaceo, at the foot of the 
Aventine (Nardini, Roma Antica, I. vii. c. 9. p*466. Dbnatus, Roma 
Antiqua, 1 . iv. c. 13. p. 334). But all antiquity is ignorant of this relic. 

In thefe feas, Procopius fearched without fuccefs for the Ifle of 
Calypfo. He was ihewn, at Phaeacia or Corcyra, the petrified fiiip of 
UlylTes (Odyfs. xiH. 163); but he found it a recent fabric of many 
Hones, dedicated by a merchant to Jupiter Callius ( 1 . iv. c. Eufia- 

tliius had fuppofed it to be the fanciful likenefs of a rock. 

landed 
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CHAP, landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of 
, , Epirus ; they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the 

trophy of Auguftus, and Dodona once famous 
by the oracle of Jove. In every ftep of his vic- 
tories, the wife Barbarian repeated to Juftinian 
his defire of peace, applauded the concord of 
their predeceflbrs, and olfered to employ the 
Gothic arms in the fervice of the empire. 

Prepara- Juftiniaii was deaf to the voice of peace ; but 
juffiidan fie negleiSted the profecution of war; and the 
for the Go- indoleiice of his temper difappointed, in fome 
obftinacy of his palfions. From this 
549 — 551 * falutary flumber the Emperor was awakened by 
the Pope Vigilius and the patrician Cethegus, 
who appeared before his throne, and adjured 
him, in the name of God and the people, to re- 
fume the conqueft and deliverance of Italy. In 
the choice of the generals, caprice, as well as 
judgment, was fliewn. A fleet and army failed 
for the relief of Sicily under the condu6l of 
Liberius ; .but his youth and want of experi- 
ence were afterwards difcovered, and before he 
touched the Ihores of the ifland he was overtaken 
by his fucceflTor. In the place of Liberius the 
conlpirator Artaban was raifed from a prifon to 
military honours ; in the pious prefumption, that 
gratitude wmuld animate his valour and fortify 
his allegiance. Belifarius repofed in the fliade 
• of his laurels, but the command of the principal 

k ' 

M. D’Anville (Memoires de TAcad. tom.xxxiL p. 513 — 528.) 
illuftrates the gulph of Ambracia j but he cannot afcgrtain the fituation 
of Dodona. A country in fight of Italy is lefs known than the wild* 
of America. 

■ .■ ^ ■ ' ‘army 
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army was referved for Germanus^*, the Empe- Shap. 
Tor’s nephew, whofe rank and merit had been 
•long deprefled by the jealoufy of the court. 
Theodora had injured him in the rights of a 
private citizen, the marriage of his children, and 
the teftament of his brother ; and although his 
condutSl was pui’e and blaineiefs, Jnftinian was 
difpleafed that he fliould be thoirght worthy of 
the confidence of the malecontents. The life of 
Germanus was a leffon of implicit obedience ; he 
nobly refufed to proftitute his name and charac- 
ter in the factions of the circus : the gravity of 
his manners was tempered by innocent cheerful- 
nefs ; and his riches were lent without intereft 
to indigent or deferving friends. His valour 
had formerly triumphed over the Sclavonians of 
the Danube and the rebels of Africa ; the firft 
report of his promotion revived the hopes of the 
Italians: and he was privately alTured, that a 
crowd of Roman deferters would abandon, on 
his approach, the ftandard of Totila. His fecond 
marriage with Malafontha, the grand-daughter 
of Theodoric, endeared Germanus to the Goths 
themfelves ; and they marched with reluctance 
againft the father of a royal infant, the laft oif- 
fpring of the line of Amali’’. A fplendid allow- 

- ^ See tlie ads of Germanus iu tHe public (Vandal. 2 . ii. 

,Goth. L iii. c. 31, 3 a.) and private hiftory (Anecdot. c. 5*^ and tbofe of 
his fon Juftin, in Agathias ( 1 . iv. p. I30> 13 x*)* ^Notwithftanding an 
ambiguous exprefiion of Jornandes, fratri fuo, Alemannus has proved 
that he was the fon of the Emperor’s brother* 

’7 Conjunda Aniciorum gens cum Amalit IHrpe fpcm adhuc ijtn- 
ufque generis promittit (Jornandes, c. 60* p 703 *)* wrote at 

Ravenna before tiie death of Totila, . - 
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CHAP, ance was affigned by the Emperor : the general 
■ , contributed his private fortune; his two fons 

. were popular and a<!3;ive ; and he furpaffed, in 
the promptitude and fuccefs of his levies, the 
expectation of mankind. He was permitted to 
feleCt fome fquadrons of Thracian cavalry : the 
veterans, as well as the youth of Conllantinople 
and Europe* engaged their voluntary fervice; 
and as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and 
liberality attracted the aid of the Barbarians, 
The Romans advanced to Sardica ; an army of 
Sclavonians fled before their march ; but within 
two days of their final departure, the defigns of 
Germanus were terminated by his malady and 
death. Yet the impulfe which he had given to 
the Italian War ftill continued to aCt With en&rgy 
and eflPeCt. The maritime towns, Ancona, CrO* 
tons, Gentumcellae, refilled the aflaults of Totila. 
Sicily was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and 
the Gothic navy was defeated near the cOall of 
the Hadriatic. The two fleets were almoll equal, 
forty-feVen to fifty gallies ; the viClory was de- 
cided by the knowledge and dexterity of the 
Greeks ; but the Ihips were fo clolely grappled, 
that only twelve of the Goths efcaped from this 
unforttittate conflict. They alfeCled to depreciate 
an element in which they were unlkilled, but 
their own experience confirmed the truth of a 
maxim, that the mafter of the fea will always 
acquire the dominion of the land 

The third book of Procopius is tenSiinated by the death of Gef* 
, niaaus {Add. hiv. c.43, *4, 

■A^ler 
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After the lofs of Germanus, the nations were g H A p* 
provoked to fmile, by the ftrange intelligence, XLiii. 
that the command of the Roman armies was charaaer 
given to an eunuch. But the eunuch Narfea^® is ®xp«- 
ranked among the few who have refcued that un- the°eu- 


happy name from the contempt and hatred of nuch 
mankind. A feeble diminutive body concealed 
the foul of a ftatefman and a warrior. His youth 
had been employed in the management of tlie 
loom and diftaff’, in the cares of the houfehold, 
and the fervice of female luxury ; but while his 
hands were bufy, he fecretly exercifed the fa- 
culties of a vigorous and difcemipg mind. A 
ilranger to the fchools and the camp, he ftudied 
in the palace to diffemble, to flatter, and per- 
fuade ; as foon as he approached the perlbn 
of the Erapetor, Juftinian liflened with furprife 
and pleaftire to the manly counfeis of his cham- 
berlain and private treafurer The talents of 
Narfes were tried and improved in frequent em- 
baflies ; he led an army into Italy, acquired a 
pradtical knowledge of the war and the country, 
and prefumed to ftrive with the genius of Beli- 


Procopius relates tlae whole feries of this fecond Gothic war and 
the vi<Slory of Narfes (Liv. c»ai, a6 — 35)« A fplendid fcene ! Among 
the fix. fubjedls of epic poetry which Taflb revolved iu his mind, he 
Jiefitated between the conquefts of Italy by B^lilarius and by Narfes 
(Hayley^s Works, voLiv. p. 70,). 

The country of Narfes is unknown, fince he muft not be con- 
founded with the Perfarmenian. Procopius llyies him (Goth* hii* 
c. 13* TajxKXf ^ ; Paul Warnefrid ( 1 . ii. C. 3* p. 77 ^*)> 

Chartularius: MarcelUnus adds the name of Cubicularius. In an in- 
fcription on the S^arian bridge he is entitled Ex-conful, Ex prsepofitus, 
Cubiculi Patricius (Mafcou, Hift. of the Germans, Lxiii. c. 25.)* The 
law of Theodofius againfi: eunuchs was obfolete or abolifhed (Anno- 
tation XX.), but the foolilh prophecy of the Romans fubfifted in full 
vigour (Prpcop. 1 * iv* c. 

farius. 
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farius. Twelve years after his return, thi eu- 
nuch was chofen to achieve the conqueft which 
had been left inaperfe61: by the firli of the Roman 
generals. Inftead of being dazzled by vanity or 
emulation, he ferioufly declared, that unlefs he 
were armed with an adequate force, he would 
never confent to rilk his own glory, and that of 
his fovereign. Juftinian granted to the favourite, 
what he might have denied to the hero : the Go- 
thic war was* rekindled from its alhes, and the 
preparations were not unworthy of the ancient 
majefty of the empire. The key of the public 
treafure was put into his band, to collet maga- 
zines, to levy foldiers, to purchafe arms and 
horfes, to difcharge tl ' arrears of pay, and to 
tempt the fidelity of the fugitives andrdeferters. 
The troops of Germanus were ftill in arms ; they 
halted at Salona in the expe6lation of a new 
leader ; and legions of fubje^ls and allies were 
created by the well-known liberality of the eu- 
nuch Narfes. The King of the Lombards fa- 
tisfied or furpafled the obligations of a treaty, by 
lending two thoufand two hundred of his braveft 
warriors, who were followed by three thoufand 
of their martial attendants. Three thoufand 
Heruli fought on horfeback under Philerauth, 
their native chief ; and the noble Aratus, whn 
adopted the manners and difcipline of Rome, 
conducted a band of veterans of the fame nation. 

Paul Warnefrid, the Lombard, records with complacency the 
fuccour, f^rvice and honourable difmilTion of his countrymen — reipub- 
licx Romange adrerfus semulos adjutores fuerant (liu c, i. p.774. 
edit. Grot.). I am furprifed that Alboin, their martial king, did not 
lead his fubjedls in perfon. 


Dagiftheus 
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t)agiftheus was releafed from prifon to command CHAP, 
the Hunsj and Kobad, the grandfon and ne- . ^ 

phew of the Great King, was confpicuous by the 
regal tiara at the head of his faithful Perfians, 
who had devoted themfelves to the fortunes of 
their prince^*, Abfolute in the exercife of his 
authority, more abfolute in the affedlion of his 
troops, Narfes led a numerous and gallant array 
from Philippolis to Salona, from whence he 
coafted the eaftern fide of the Hadriatic as far as 
the confines of Italy. His progrefs was checked. 

The Eaft could not fupply veffels capable of 
tranfporting fuch multitudes of men and horfes. 

The Franks, who, in the general confufion, had 
ufurped the greater part of the Venetian pro- 
vince, refufed a free paffage to the friends of the 
Lombards. The Itation of Verona was occupied 
by Teias, with the flower of the Gothic forces ; 
and that fkilful commander had overfpread the 
adjacent country with the fall of woods and the 
inundation of waters^*. In this perplexity, an 
officer of experience propofed a meafure, fecure 
by the appearance of rafhnefs j that the Roman 
army fhould cautioufly advance along the fea- 
fhore, while the fleet preceded their march, and 

H« was? if not an Impoftor? tlie fon of the blind Zames? faved by 
compaffion, and educated in the Byzantine court by the various motives 
of policy? pride? and generofity (Procop* Perfic. l.i. c. ^3.). 

In the time of Auguftus, and in the middle ages? the whole wafte 
from Aquileia to Ravenna was covered with woods? lakes? and moraffes* 

Man has fubdued nature? and the land has been cultivated, lince the 
waters are confined and embanked. See the learned refearches of 
Muratori (Antiquitat. Ttalice medii 7 £vi? tom.i. dilTert, xxi. p. a33» 
a54»), from Vitruvius? Strabo? Herodian? old charters? and local know- 
ledge, 

fucceflively 
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c H A ?• fucfieffivfilycaft a bridge of boats over the mouths 
of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta, the Adige, 
and the Po, that fall into the Hadriatic to the 
north of Ravenna. Nine days he repofed in the 
eity> collefl;ed tlie fragments of the Italian army, 
and marched towards Rimini to meet the defi- 
ance of an infulting enemy. 

Defeat prudence of Narfes impelled him to fpeedy 

and death and dccifivc aftion. His powers w'ere the laft 

A D°^^a accumu- 

jiiiy.' ’ lated the enormous account; and the nations 
untrained to difcipline or fatigue, might be raftily 
provoked to turn their arms againft each other, 
px againft their benefafilor. The fame confi- 
derations might have tempered the ardour of 
Totila. Rut he was confciws, that the clergy 
and people of Italy afpired to a fecond revo- 
lution : he felt or fufpedled the rapid progrefs of 
treafon : and he refolved to rilk the Gothic 
kingdom on the chance of a day, in which the 
valiant would be animated by inftant danger, 
and the difaffedted might be awed by mutual 
ignorance. In hia march from Ravenna, the Ro- 
man general chaftHed the garrifon of Rimini, tra- 
verfed in a djredl line the hills of Urbino, and re- 
entered the Flaminianway, nine miles beyond the 
perforated rock, an obftacle of art and nature 
which might have ftopped or retarded his pro- 
grefs The Goths were affembled in the neigh- 
bourhood 

The Fiaminian way, as it is correded from the Itineraries, and 
the heft modem maps, by D^Anville (Anaiyfe de Fltalie, p. 147 — 
1 6 a), may be thus ftated: Rome to Narni, 51 Roman miles: Terni, 
^75 Spoleto, 755 Foligno, 885 Flocera, 103; Cagli, i4;;j Intercifa, 
^ V " Wt 
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Ijourliood of Rome, they advanced without delay- C^H'A-p. 
to feek a fuperior' enemy, and the two armies ap- . 

preached each other at the diftance of one hun- 
dred furlongs, between Tagina and the fepul- 
chres of the Gauls The haughty meffage of 
Narfes was an offer, not of peace).' but of pardon. 

The anfwer of the Gothic Kin^ declared his 
refolution, to die or conquer. “ What day^” 
faid the melTenger,’ “ will you fix for the ccA 
bat ?” “ The eighth day,” replied Totila : but 
early the next morning he attempted to furprife 
a foe, fufpicious of deceit, and prepared for 
battle. Ten thoufand Heruli and Lombards, of 
approved valour and doubtful faith, were placed 
in the centre. Each of the wings was compofed 
of eight thoufand Romans j the right was guarded 
by the cavalry of the Huns, the left was covered 
by fifteen hundred chofen horfe, deftined, ac- 
cording to the emergencies of afifcionj to fuftain 
the retreat of their friends, or to encompafs the 

157; FolTombrone, 160; Fano? 176; Pefaro, 184; RjMiNT, 368^»— ^ 
about 189 Englifh miles* He takes no notice of the death of Totila ; 
but Wefleling (Itinerar. p. 614.) exchanges for the field of Tagmas 
the unknown appellation of Plantas eight miles from Nocera. 

. Taginsej or rather Tadinsej is mentioned by Pliny; but the bi- 
fiiopric of that obfeure town, a mile from Gualdo, in the plain, was 
united, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. Thefignsof antiquity 
- -are preferved in the local appellations, Fojfato^ the camp ; Capraia^ 
rCaprea; BaJIia, Buita Gallorum. See Cluverius (Italia Antiqua, L ii. 
c* 6. p. 615, 616, 61^.), Lucas Holftenius (Annotat. ad Cluver. p. 85, 

S6.), Guazzefi (Difiertat. p. 177 — a 17. a profefied inquiry), .and the 
maps of the ecclefiafiical fiate and the march of Ancona, by Le .Vlaire 
and Magini. 

The b'itle was fought in tlie year of Rome 458; and the Coi/ul 
Decius, hY devoting his own liie, affured the triumph of his country 
and his colleague Fabius (T« Liv. x* a8, Procopius aferibes to 

Camillus the vidtopy of the Gaiiorumi and his error 1$ branded 
'by Cluverius widi the national reproach of Or^ecorum eugamenta. 

• voi^rVir. cc flank' 
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€ H A F. flank of the enemy. From his proper flation at 

■ , the head of the right wing, the eunuch rode 

along the line, exprefling by his voice and counte- 
nance the affurance of vi6lory; exciting the 
foldiers of the Emperor to punifli the guilt and 
madnefs of a band of robbers ; and expofing to 
their view gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
regards of military virtue. From the event of a 
fingle combat, they drew an omen of fuccefs ; 
and they beheld with pleafure the courage of 
fifty archers, who maintained a fmall eminence 
againft three fucceflive attacks of the Gothic 
■ cavalry. At the diftance only of two bow-fhots, 
the armies fpent the morning in dreadful fuf- 
pence, and the Romans tailed fome neceflary 
food, without unloofening the cuirafs from their 
breall, or the bridle from their horfes. Narfes 
awaited the charge ; and it was delayed by 
Totila till he had received his lall fuccours of two 
thoufand Goths. While he confumed the hours 
in fruitlefs treaty, the King exhibited in a narrow 
Ipace the ftrength and agility of a warrior. His 
armour was enchafed with gold j his purple ban- 
ner floated with the wind : he call his lance into 
the air ; caught it with the right hand ; Ihifted 
it to the left ; threw himfelf backwards ; re- 
xsovered his feat ; and managed a fiery Heed in 
all the paces and evolutions of the equellrian 
fchool. As foon as the fuccours had arrived, he 
retired to his tent, aflumed the drefe and arras of 
a private foldier, and gave the fignal of battle. 
The firfl^ line of cavalry advanced with more 
courage than difcretion, and left behind them the 
' infantry of the fecond line. They were fooa 
^ engaged 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

engaged between the horns of a crefcent, into 
which the adverfe wings had been infenfibly 
curved, and were faluted from either fide by the 
vollies of four thoufand archers. Their ardour, 
and even their diftrefs, drove them forwards to a 
clofe and unequal conflict, in which they could 
only ufe their lances againil an enemy equally 
flcilled in all the inftruments of war. A generous 
emulation infpired the Romans and their Barba- 
rian allies : and Narfes, who calmly viewed and 
directed their efforts, doubted to whom he fhould 
adjudge the prize of /uperior bravery. The 
Gothic cavalry was aftonifhed and difordered, 
prefied and broken ; and the line of infantry, 
inftead of prefenting their fpears, or opening 
their intervals, were trampled under the feet of 
the flying horfe. Six thoufand of the Goths were 
flaughtered without mercy in the field of Tagina. 
Their prince, with five attendants, was overtaken 
by Afbad, of the race of the Gepidse ; “Spare 
the King of Italy,” cried a loyal voice, and Afbad 
flruck his lance through the body of Totila. 
The blow was inftantly revenged by the faithful 
Goths 5 they tranfported their dying monarch 
feven miles beyond the fcene of his difgrace j 
and his lall moments were not embittered by the 
prefence of an enemy. Compaflion afforded him 
the Ihelter of an obfcure tomb ; but the Romans 
were not fatisfied of their victory, till they beheld 
the corpfe of the Gothic King. His hat, enriched 
with gems, and his bloody robe, were prefented 
to Juftinian by the raeffengers of triumph 

Thecfpliatieg, Chron* p. Hift* Mifcell. I xn* p* iq8. 

c c *2 As 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 



388 

CHAP. As foon as Narfes had paid his devotions to the 

, , Author of viSlory,' and the hleffed Virgin, his 

Conqueft pecuHar patronefs he praifed, rewarded, and 
difaiijlTed the Lombards. The villages had been 
reduced to afties by thefe valiant lavages 5 they 
ravilhed matrons and virgins on the altar ; their 
retreat was diligently watched by a llrong detach- 
ment of regular forces, who prevented a repeti- 
tion of the like diforders. The vi6tori6us eunuch 
purfued his inarch through Tufcany, accepted 
the fubmiflion of the Goths, heard the acclama- 
tions, and often the cornplaints, of the Italians, 
and encoinpaffed the walls of Rome with the re- 
mainder of his formidable hofl. Round the wide 
circumference, Narfes afligned to himfelf, and to 
each of his lieutenants, a real or a feigned attack^ 
while he lilently marked the place of eafy and 
unguarded entrance. Neither the fortifications 
of Hadrian’s mole, nor of the port, could long 
delay the progrefs of the conqueror ; and Juf- 
tinian once more received the keys of Rome, 
which under his reign, had beeny?ue times taken 
and recovered But the deliverance of Rome 
was the lad calamity of the Roman people. 
The Barharian allies of Narfes too frequently 
confounded the privileges of peace and war : 
the defpair of the flying Goths found fome con- 


Evagrius> 1 . 1 V. c. 514, The infpiration of the Virgin revealed to* 
Karfes the day, and the word, of battle (Paul Diacon. l.ii. c.3. p.776.)^ 
rary ro taXw. In the year 536 by BeliTa- 

rlus, in 546' ByTotila, in 547 by Eelifarius, in 549 by Totila, and in 
55a by Narlis. Maltretus had inadvertently tranflated fextumi a naif* 
take which he afterwards retradls: but the mifchief was done; and Cou- 
fin, with a train of French and Latin readers, have fallen into the Ikare, 

, folation 
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felation in fanguinary revenge ; and three huu- CHAP, 
dred youths of the nobleft families, who had , 
been fent as hoftages beyond the Po,-were inhu- 
manly flain by the fucceffer of Totila. The fate 
of the fenate fuggefts an awfirUeffon of the vi- 
ciffitude of human affairs. Of the fenators whom 
Totila had banifhed from their country, fome 
were refcued by an officer of Belifarius, and 
tranfported from Campania to Sicily ; while 
others were too guilty to confide in the cle- 
mency of Juflinian, or too poor to provide horfes 
for their efcape to the fea-fliore. Their brethren 
languifhed five years in a ftate of indigence and 
exile : the victory of Narfes revived their hopes ; 
but their premature return to the metropolis was 
prevented by the furious Goths ; and all the for- 
trefles of Campania were ftained with patri- 
cian blood. After a . period of thirteen cen- 
turies, the'inftitution of Romulus ex.pired ; and 
if the nobles of Rome ftill affumed the title of 
fenators, few fubfequent traces can be difco- 
vered of a public council, or conftitutional or- 
der. Afcend fix hundred years, and contemplate 
‘the kings of the earth foliciting an audience, as 
the (laves or freedmen of the Roman fenate I 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravefl Defeat and 
of the nation retired beyond the Po ; and Teias 
was unanimoufly chofen t.o fucceed and revenge MKingof 

the Goths* 

Compare two paffages of Procopius (huh Liv. c. a4#}, 
which, with fome collateral hints from Marcellinus and Jornandes, il- 
luftrate the ftate of the expiring fenate. 

See, in the example of Prufias, as it is delivered in the fragments 
of Polybius (Excerpt* Legat, xcto* p. 92^7} 928*), a curious piifture of a 
royal fiate. . - ^ 
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c H A A their departed hero. The new King immediately 
fent ambafladorstoimplore, or rather to purchafe, 
the aid of the Franks, and nobly laviflied, for the 
public fafety, the riches which had been depofited 
in the palace of Pavia. The refidue of the royal 
treafure was guarded by his brother Aligern at 
Cumas in Campania ; but the ftrong caftle which 
Totila had fortified was clofely befieged by the 
arms of Narfes. From the Alps to the foot of 
Mount Vefuvius, the Gothic King, by rapid and 
fecret matches, advanced to the relief of hia 
brother, eluded the vigilance of the Roman 
chiefs, and pitched his camp on the banks of 
the Sarnus or Draco which flows from Nu- 
ceria into the bay of Naples. The river feparated 
the two armies j fixty dap were confuraed in 
diftant and fruitlefs combats, and Teias main- 
tained this important poll, till be was deferted 
by his fleet and the hope of fubfiflence. With 
•reluctant fteps he afcended the Lad:arian mount, 
where the phyficians of Rome, lince the time of 
Galen, had fent their patients for the benefit of 
the air and the milk But the Goths foon em- 
braced a. more generous I'efolution : to defcend 
the hill, to difmifs their horfes, and to die in 


Tlie Apcftjwtfs of Procopius (Goth. 1« iv. c. 35.) is cTidently the Sar- 
nus. The text is accufed or altered by the ralh violence of Cluverius (Liv. 
C.3. p. 1156.) : but Camiilo PeBegrini oF Naples (Difeorfi fopra la Cam- 
pania Felice, p. 330, 331.) has proved from old records, that as early as 
the year 8aa that river was called the Bracontio, or BracOncello. 

G^n (de Method* Medendi. Lv. apud Cluver. I.iv* c. 3. p.ir59!, 
3:160.) deferibes the lofty lite, pure air, and rich milk of Mount Ladta- 
rius, whole medicmal benefits were equally known and fought in the 
time of Syinm^h^, (l.yl epift. i8.)> and Cafliodorius (Var.xi. 10.). 
Ifothing is now left except the name of the town of 
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arms, and in the poffeffion of freedom. The chap. 
King marched at their head, bearing in his right- ■ . 

hand a lance, and an ample buckler in his left : 
with the one he ftruck dead the fbjemoft of the 
alTailants ; with the other he received the weapons 
which every hand was ambitious to aim agaiftft 
his life. After a combat of many hours, his left 
arm was fatigued by the weight of twelve javelins 
which hung fi'om his fliield. 'Without moving 
from his ground, or fufpending his blows, the 
hero called aloud on his attendants for a frelh 
buckler, but in the moment, while his fide was 
uncovered, it was pierced by a mortal dart. He 
fell: and his head, exalted on a fpear, proclaimed 
to the nations, that the Gothic kingdom was no 
more. But the example -of his death ferved only 
to animate the companions who had fwom to 
periih with their leader. They fought till dark* 
nefs defcended on the earth. They repofed on 
their arms. The combat was renewed with the 
return of light, and maintained with unabated 
vigour till the evening of the fecond day. The 
repofe of a fecond night, the want of water, and 
the lofs of their braved champions, determined 
the furviving Goths to accept the fair capitula- 
tion which the prudence of Narfes was inclined 
to propofe. They embraced the alternative of 
refiding in Italy, as the fubjedis and foldiers of 
Juftinian, or departing with a portion of their 
private wealth, in fearch of forae independent 
country Tet the oath of fidelity or exile was 

^ Bimt (tom. xi. p. % &c.) conveys to hb favourite Bavaria this rem« 
tlant of Goths, who by others are buried in the mountains of 0 ri, ot 
reftored to their native ille of Gothland (Mafcdu> Annot. xxh). 

c c 4 alike 
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p. alike rejected by one thoufand Goths, who broke 
away before the treaty was figned, and boldly 
offered their retreat to the walls of Pavia. The 
'fpirit,aswell a^ thefituation of Aligern, prompted 
him to imitate rather than to bewail his brother 
a ftrong and dextrous archer, he tranfpierced 
with a tingle arrow the armour and bread of his 
antagonift ; and his military condudt defended 
Cumm'*® above a- year againft the forces of the 
Romans. Their induftry had fcooped the SibyJPs 
cave'*® into a prodigious mine ; combuflible ma- 
terials were introduced to .confume the tempo- 
rary props : the wall and the gate of Cumae funk 
int© the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep and 
iflacceOible precipice. On the fragment of a rock,- 
Aligern ftood alone an4 «nlhaken,*till he calmly 
furveyed thehopelefs condition of his country, and 
jndged it morehonourable to be the friend of Naiy, 
fes than the flave of the Franks. After the death 
of Teias, the Roman general feparated his troops 
to reduce the cities of Italy; Lucca fuflained a 
long and vigorous fiege : and fuch was the hurna-- 
nity or the prudence^of Narfes, that the repeated 
perfidy of tfie inhabitants could not provoke 

I S^sa!iger(Animadverf. in Eufeb. p. 59.) and Salmafius Ex- 
ercltat. PHnian. p'*5i> 5!^. to quarrel about the origin of Cum^e, the- 
pldeft of the Greek colonies in Italy (Strab. Lv. p- 37a. .Velleius Pa- 
terculus, hi. C.4.), alreMy vacant in Juvenal’s time (Satir* hi.), and 
now in ruins. • • . 

f Agathias (h i. c. ai.) fettles the Sibylfs cave under the walls o£ 
CtSlrtiEe; he agrees' with Servius (ad. L vi. .-Eneid.) ; nor can I perceive 
why. their opinion Ihould be rejetSied by Heyne, the excellent editor of 
Virgil (tom.ii. p. 650, 651.). In urbe media fecreta reilgiol But Cu- 
was not yet luilf; and the lines (h vi. 96, 97.) would become ridi- 
<sulous, if ivere adiually in a Greek city. - 
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feim to exa6l the forfeit lives of their hpftages. char 
T hefe hoftages were difmiffed in fafety ; and . 

their grateful zeal at length ftibdued the ob- 
flinacy of their countrymen 

Before Lucca had furrendered, Italy was ovei'- invifion 
whelmed by a new deluge of -Barbarians. A p'^nks 
feeble youth, the grandfon of Clovis, reigned and Aie- 
over the Auftrafians or oriental Franks. The 

, ^ LI* 

guardians of Theodebald entertained with cold- Auguii. 
nefs and relu6lance the magnificent promifes of 
the Gothic ambaffadors. But the fpirjt of a 
martial people outftripped the timid pounfels of 
the court; two brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin-*®, 
the dukes pf the Alemanni, flood forth as the 
leaders of the Italian war ; and feventy-five thou- 
fand Germans defcended in the autumn from 
the Rhaetian alps into the plain of Milan. The 
tanguard of the Roman arniy wp .Rationed near 
the Ro, under the condu6l of Fulcasis, ahold 
Herulian, who ralhly conceived that perfonal 
bravery was the foie duty and merit of a com- 
mander. As he marched without order or pre- 
caution along the JEmilian way, an ambufcade 
of Franks fuddenly rofe from the amphitheatre 
of Parma : his troops were furprifed and routed; 
but their leader refufed to fly, declaring, to the 
lafl moment, that death was lefs terrible than the 

There is fome difficulty in connedlmg 1fhe 35th chapter of the 
fourth bdofe of the Gothic war of Procopius with die iirft book of the 
hiftory of Agathias. We muft now relinquhk a ftatefmari and foldierj 
to attend the footftepsof a poet and rhetorician (Li* p- n. 1* n* p»5i» 

, edit* Louvre)* ' ' ■ * 

Among the fabulous exploits of Buccelin, he difcomfited and 
flew Belifarms, fubdued. Italy and Smfyf 3cc* See in the Hlftomns of 
Prance, Gregory of Tours (tom. II. h iii* c» 3». p# ao3*)> and .Aimoin 

(tpffi* iii. L ii, de Gellil. iRiwoiWi c# * ‘i ^ ^ 

' V ’ ’ -angry 
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angry countenance of Narfes. The death of 
Fulcaris, and the retreat of the furviving chiefs, 
decided the fludluating and rebellious temper of 
the Goths ; they flew to the flandard of their deli- 
verers, and admitted them into the cities which 
Hill refilled the arms of the Roman general. 
The conqueror of Italy opened a free palfage 
to the irrefiftible torrent of Barbarians. They 
paired under the walls of Cefena, and anfwered 
by threats and reproaches the advice of Aligern, 
that the Gothic treafures could no longer repay 
the labour of an invafion. Two thoufand Franks 
were detlroyed by the Ikill and valour of Narfes 
himfelf, who fallied from Rimini at the head of 
three hundred horfe, to chaftife the licentious 
rapine of their march. On the confines of Sam- 
nium, the two brothers divided their forces, 
"With the right wing, Buccelin afluraed the fpoil 
of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium : with the 
left, Lothaire accepted the plunder of Apulia 
and Calabria. They followed the coall of the 
Mediterranean and the Hadriatic, as far as Rhe- 
giura and Otranto, and the extreme lands of 
Italy were the term of their dellru6live progrefs. 
The Franks^ who were Chriftians and Catholics, 
contented : themfelves with fimple pillage and 
occafional murder. But the churches which 
their piety had Ipared, were llripped by the fa- 
crilegious hands of the Alemanni, who lacrificed 
horfes’ heads to their native deities of the woods 
And rivers : they melted or profaned the con- 
, ' fecrated 

f 

, . ^ Agatlilas notices tlieir fuperftitlon in a philofophk tone (Li.p.rS.)* 
in Switaerlandf idolatry ftili prev^ed in the year 613 : St* 

Colnmban 
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fecrated veffels, and the ruins of ihrines and chap. 
altars were ftained with the blood of the faithful. ■ . 

Buccelin was afiluated by ambition, and Lothaire 
by avarice. The former afpired to reftore the 
Gothic kingdom : the latter, after a promife to 
his brother of Ipeedy fuccours, returned by the 
fame road to depofit his treafure beyond the Alps. 

The ftrength of their armies was already wafted 
by the change of climate and contagion of difeafe: 
the Germans revelled in the vintage of Italy; and 
their own intemperance avenged, in forae de- 
gree, the miferies of a defencelefs people. 

At the entrance of the fpring, the Imperial 
troops, who had guarded the cities, aflembled to Defeat 
the number of eighteen thoufand men, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome. Their winter hours and Ale. 
had not been confumed in idlenefs. By the 
command, and after the example of Narfes, they a. d. 
repeated each day their military exercife on foot 
and on horfeback, accuftomed their ear to obey 
the found of the trumpet, and pra6lifed the fteps 
and evolutions of the Pyrrhic dance. Prom the 
ftreights of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thoufand 
Franks and Alemanni, flowly moved towards Ca- 
pua, occupied with a wooden tower the bridge 
of Cafilinum, covered his right by the ftream of 
the Vulturnus, and fecured the reft of his en- 
campment by a rampart of fliarp ftakes, and a 
circle of waggons, whofe wheels were buried in 
the earth. He impatiently expected the return 

Columban and St. Gall were the apoftles of that rude country ; and 
the latter founded an hermitage, which has fwelled into an ecclefiat* 
tical principality and a populous city, the feat of freedom and commeree# 

of 
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of iLothaire ; ignorant, alas ! that his brother 
could never return, and that the chief and his 
army had been fwept away by a ftrange difeafe 
on the banks of the lalce Benacus, between Trent 
and Verona. The banners of Narfes foon ap- 
proached the Vulturnus, and the eyes of Italy 
were anxioufly fixed on the event of this final 
conteft. Perhaps the talents of the Roman gene- 
ral were moft, confpicuous in the calm operations 
which precede the tumult of a battle. His Ikil- 
ful movements intercepted the fubfiftence of the 
Barbarian, deprived him of the advantage of the, 
bridge and river, and in the choice of the ground 
and moment of a6lion reduced him to comply 
with. the inclination of his enemy. On the 
morning of the important day, t\^hen the ranks 
were already formed, a fervant, for fome trivial 
fault, was killed by his mailer, one of the leaders, 
of the Heruli. The juflice or paflion of Narfes 
was awakened; he fummoned the offender to his 
prefence, and without liflening to his excufes, 
gave the fignal to the minifter of death. If the 
cruel mailer had not infringed the laws of his na- 
tion, this arbitrary execution was not lefs unjuil 
than it appears to have been imprudent. The He- 
ruli felt the indignity; they halted: butthe Roman 
general, withoutfoothing their rage, or expedling 
their refolution, called aloud, as the trumpets 
founded, that unlefstheyhaflened to occupy their 
place, they would lofe the honour of the vidlory. 

Seethe death o£ Lothaire in Agathias, (1. ii. p. 38.) and Paul War- 
nejfndj fumained Diaconus (1. ii* c. 3. ^75*)* The Greek makes him 
raye and tear his flelh. He had plundered churches. , ■ ^ 

II His 
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His troops were difpofed in a long front, tKe c H A Fi 
eavahy on the wings ; in the centre, the heavy . 
armed foot: the archers and flingers in the 
rear. The Germans advanced in a ftiarp-pointed 
column, of the form of a triangle or folid wedge. 

They pierced the feeble centre of Narfes, who 
received them with a fmile into the fatal fnare, 
and dire6led his wings of cavalry infenfibly to 
wheel on their flanks and encompafs their rear. 

The hoft of the Franks and Alemanni confifted of 
infantry: a fword and buckler hung by their 
fide ; and they ufed as their weapons of offence, 
a Weighty hatchet, and a hooked javelin, which 
were only formidable in clofe combat, or at 
a fhort dillance. The flower of the Roman, 
archers, on horfeback, and in complete armour, 
fkirmiflied without peril round this immoveable 
phalanx ; fupplied by adtive fpeed the deficiency 
of number ; and aimed their arrows againft a 
crowd of Barbarians, who, inftead of a cuirafs 
and helmet, were covered by a loofe garment 
of fur or linen. They paufed, they trembled, 
their ranks were confounded, and in the decifive 
moment the Heruli, preferring glory to revenge, 
charged with rapid violence the head of the 
column. Their leader, Sindbal, and Aligern, 
the Gothic prince, deferved the prize of fuperior 
valour j and their example incited the vidlorious 
troops to atchieve with fwords and fpears the 

Pere Daniel (Hift. de la Mllice Fran^oife, L p. 17— ai*) ha* 
exhibited a fanciful reprefentation of this battle, fomewhat in the man- 
ner of the Chevalier Folard, the once famous editor of Polybius, who 
fafluoned to his own habits and opinions all the military operations of 
antiquity* 

deftruc” 
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CHAP, deftmdlion of the enemy. Buccelin, and the 
, greateftpart of his army, perilhed on the field of 
battle, in the waters of the Vulturnus, or by the 
hands of the enraged peafants : but it may feem 
incredible that a vifilory which no more than 
five of the Aleraanni furvived, could be purchafed 
with the lofs of fourfcore Romans. Seven thou- 
land Goths, the relics of the war, defended the 
fortrefs of Campfa till the enfuing fpring ; and 
every meffenger of Narfes announced the reduc- 
tion of the Italian cities, whofe names were cor- 
rupted by the ignorance or vanity of the Greeks 
After the battle of Calilinum, Narfes entered the 
capital ; the arms and treafures of the Goths, 
the IVardcs and Alemanni, were dilplayed ; his 
foldiers, wiflk '^rlands in their hands, chanted 
the praifes of the conqueror ; and Rome, for 
the laft time, beheld the femblance of a triumph, 
Setdenient After a reign of fixty years, the throne of the 
Gothic Kings was filled by the Exarchs of Ra- 
5J4— 5^8. venna, the reprefentatives in peace and war of 
the Emperor of the Romans. Their jurifdidlion 
was foon reduced to the limits of a narrow pro- 
vince:’ but Narfes himfelf, the firft and moft 
powerful of the Exarchs, adminiftered above 
fifteen years the entire kingdom of Italy. Like 
Belifarius, he had deferved the honours of envy, 
calumny, and dilgrace : but the favourite eunuch 


AgathJus p*47,) has produced a Greek epigram of fix lines oh 

this vi^ory of Narfes? which is favourably compared to the battles of 
MarathonaiidPIataea. The chief difference is indeed in their confequences 
-“fotrivial^theformer inftance — ^fopermanent andgloriousin the latter# 
The Beroi and Brincas of Theophanes or his tranfcriber (p. aoi#) 
muft be read or underftood Verona and Brixia. 
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ftill enjoyed the confidence of Jufliinian, or the CHAP, 
leaderof a victorious army awed and repreffed the 
ingratitude of a timid court. Yet it was not by 
weak and mifchievous indulgence that Narfes 
fecured the attachment of his tropps. Forgetfal 
of the paft, and regardlefs bf the, future, they 
abufed the prefent hour of profperityMid peace. 

The cities of Italy refounded with the fioife of 
drinking and dancing : the fpoils of victory were 
wafted in fenfual pleafures ; and nothing (fays 
Agathias) remained, unlefs to exchange their 
fliields and helmets for the foft lute and the 
capacious hogfhead In a manly oration, not 
unworthy of a Roman cenfor, the eunuch re- 
proved thefe diforderly vices, which fullied their 
fame, and endangered their fafety. The foldiers 
blufhed and obeyed : diiciplhie was confirmed ; 
the fortifications were reftoredj a was 
llationed for the defence and military comasand 
of each of the principal cities ” ; and the eye of 
Narfes pervaded the ample prolpeCt fx'om (Ma- 
bria to the Alps. The remains of the Gothic 
nation evacuated the country, or mingled with 
the people : the Franks, inftead of revenging the 
death of Buccelin, abandoned, without a ftruggle, 
their Italian conquefts : and the rebellious Sind- 


EAt^rero yap oi/AOt, oivroi^ I’ffo ra? 

m xpawj ajtdpogEwg otvs# ycoci (Agathks, L S* p. la 

the firft fcene of Richard III. our Englifh poet has beautifully enlarged 
on this idea, for which, however, he was not indebted to the Byzan- 
tine hillorian. 

MaflTei has proved (Verona Illuftrata, F. L Lx. 
againft the common opmion, that the dukes of Italy were inftltut^ 
before the conquefl: of the Lombards by Narfis bimfelf. In the Frag-' 
znatic Sanction (N® Z3*)f JuMoim reftms the judi^es xpilitwm 

bal. 
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CHAP, bal, chief of the Heruli, was fubdued, takeii, 

, , and hung on a lofty gallows by the inflexible 
juHice of the Ex arch The civil ftate of Italy, 
after the agitation of a long tempefl, was fixed 
by a pragmatic fa6lion, which the Emperor pro- 
mulgated at the requell of the pope. Juftinian 
introduced his own jurifprudenceinto-the fchools 
and tribunals of the Well : he ratified the a6ls 
of Theodoric and his immediate fucceflbrs, but 
every deed was refcinded and abolilhed, which 
force had extorted, or fear had fubfcribed, under 
the ufurpation of Totila. ^ moderate theory 
, was framed to reconcile the rights of property 

with the fafety of prefcription, the claims of the 
Hate with the -poverty of the people, and the 
pardon oThffe**eM with*' the iMereH of yirtue 
and order of fociety. Under the Exarcffi of 
Ravenna, Rome was degraded to the fecond 
rank. Yet the fenators were gratified by the per- 
, miflion of vifiting their eftates in Italy, and of ap- 

proaching, without obllacle, the throne of Con- 
llantinople; the regulation of weights and mea- 
fures was delegated to the pope and fenate; 
and the falaries of lawyers and phyficians, of 
orators and- grammarians, were dellined to pre- 
ferve, or rekindle, the light of fcience in the an- 
cient capital. Juftinian might didlate benevolent 
edidls”, and Narfes might fecond *his wilhes 


See Paulus Diaconus I. iiu c. p. 776. Menander (in Excerpt, 
Legat. mentions fome rifmgs in Italy by the Franks, and 

Theophahes (p, 5^01.) hints at fome Gothic Rebellions. 

” The pragmatic Sandlion of Juftinian, which reftores and regulates 
the civil ftate o£ Italy, confifts of xxvii articles; it is dated Auguft:Z5, 
554*5 is addreftedto Narfes, V, J. Prspofttus Sacri Cubiculi and 
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by the reftoration of cities, and mote eipeei^Jly of g-h a p. 
churches. But the power of kings is moll effee- ^ 

tual to deftroy: a«d the twenty years of the Go- 
thic war had confummated tlae daftrefs and depo- 
pulation of Italy. As ‘early as the fourth cam- 
paign, under the difcipline iSi' himfelf, 

tfty thoufend labourers died of hunoge^®^ in the 
narrow region of Picenum” ; and a ftrifl: inter- 
pretation of the evidence of Procophis woidd 
fwell the lofs of Italy above the total Ihm of her 
prefent inhabitants®®. 

I defire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that 
Belifarius fincerely rejoiced in the triumph of Bulgarians, 
Narfes. Yet the confcioufnefs of his own ex- a. 0.559* 
ploits might teach him to efteem without jealoufy 
the merit of a rival ; and the repofe of the aged 
warrior was crowned by alaft'viS;ory which faved 
the I^geror and the capitlih Barbarians, 
who annually vifited the provinces M Eyrope, 
were lefs difcouraged by fome accidental defeats, 
than they were excited by the double hope of 

Antiochus, Praefe<flus Fraetorio Italise; and has been preferved by 
Julian AntecefTor, and in the Corpus Juris Ciyilis, after th^ novels and 
€di<Sls of Juftinianj Juftin, and Tiberius. 

A ftill greater number was confumed by famine in the fouthern 
provinces, without (sxto?) the Ionian Gulph. Acorns were ufed in the 
place of bread. Procopius had feen a deferted orphan fuckled by alhe- 
goat* Seventeen pafiengers were lodged, murdered, and eaten by two 
,Wo 3 roea, who were deleted and flain by the eighteenth, tScc* 

. Quints regie Ficeni eft ; quondam uberrimse miiltitudinis, ccclx 
miliia Picentium in ftcleni P. R, venere (Plin. liift. Natur. iii. i 8 .). In 
the time of Vefpafian, this ancient population was already diminifhed, 

^ Perhaps fifteen or fircteen millions. Procopius (Anecdot. c. i 8 .) 
computes that Africa loft five millions, that Italy was thrice as exten- 
five, and that the depopulation was in a larger proportion. Bot his 
reckoning is inflamed by paftion, and clouded with uncerhamty* 
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fpoil and of fublidy. In the thirty-fecond winter 
of Juftinian’s reign, the Danube was deeply 
frozen : Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulga- 
rians, and his ftandard was followed by a promif- 
cuous multitude of Sclavonians. The favage 
chief paired, without oppofition, the river and 
the mountains, fpread his troops over Macedonia 
and Thrace, and advanced with no more than 
feven thoufand horfe to the long walls which 
fliould have defended the territory of Conflauti- 
nople. But the works of man are impotent againft 
the aflaults of nature : a recent earthquake had 
fliaken the foundations of the wall; and the 
forces of the empire were employed on the dif- 
tant frontiers of Italy, Africa, and Perfia. The 
feven JchodU% m companies. of the guards or do- 
meftic troops, had been augmented to the num- 
ber of five thoufand five hundred men, whofe or- 
dinary nation was in the peaceful cities of Alia. 
But the places of the brave Armenians were in- 
fenlibly fupplied by lazy citizens, who purchafed 
an exemption from the duties of civil life, with- 
out being expofed to the dangers of military fer- 
vice. Qf fuch foldiers, few could be tempted to 
fally from the gates; and none could be per- 
fuaded to remain in the fields unlefs they wanted 
llrength and fpeed to efcape from the Bulgarians. 
The report of the fugitives exaggerated the num- 
bers and fiercenefs of an enemy, who had pol- 
luted holy virgins, and abandoned new-born in- 


c H A P. 
XLIII. 


In the d^ay of thefe military fchoola, the fatire of Procopius 
(Anecdot. c- ^4, Aleman, p. ioa> 103.) is confirmed and illuftrated by 
Agathius (I. v* p* who cannot be rejeijled as an hollile witnefs. 

^ . fants 
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fants to the dogs and vultures j a crowd of ruftics, CHAP, 
imploring food and prote6lion, increafed the con- ■ ^ 

fternation of the city, and the tents of Zabergan 
were pitched at the diftance of twenty miles 
on the banks of a fmall river, which encircles 
Melanthias, and afterwards iPalls into the Propon- 
tis®’. Juftinian trembled: and thofe who had 
only feen the Emperor in his old age, were 
pleafed to fuppofe, that he had /o/?the alacrity 
and vigour of his youth. By his command, the 
veffels of gold and filver were removed from the 
churches in the neighbourhood, and even the 
fuburbs of Conllantinople : the ramparts were 
lined with trembling fpedlators : the golden gate 
was crowded with ufelefs generals and tribunes, 
and the fenate lhared the fatigues and the appre- 
henlions of the populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and phople were di- Laft vie- 
reeled to a feeble veteran, who was compelled by 
the public danger to refume the armour in which 
he had entei'ed Carthage and defended Rome. ‘ 

The horfes of the royal ftables, of private citi- 
zens, and even of the circus, were haftily col- 
lefiled ; the emulation of the old and young was 


The diftance from Conftantinople to Melanthias, Villa Caefariana 
(Ammian. Marcellin. xxx. ii.), is varioufly fixed at loz or 140 ftadia 
(Snidas, tom. ii. p. jazj 5^3- Agathias, 1 . v. p. 158.), or xviii or xix 
miles (Itineraria, p. 138. 230. 323. 332. and Wefleling^'s Obfervations). 
The firft xii miles, as far as Rhegium, were paved by Juftinian, who 
built a bridge over a morafs or gullet between a lake and the fea (Pro- 
cop. de Edif. 1. iv. c. 8.). 

The Atyras (Pompon. Mela, 1 . ii. c. 2. p# 169. edit. Vofs). At the 
river’s mouth, a town or caftle of the fame name was fortified by 
Juftinian (Procop. de Edif. l.iv. c. 2. Itinerar. p- 570. and Wef- 
.leling). .. ; 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

I'oufed tlie naiae of Belifarius, and his firft en- 
campment was in, the prefence of a vi^lorius 
enemy» His prudence, and the labour of the 
friendly peafants, fecui'ed, with a ditch and ram- 
part, the repofe of the night j innumerable fires, 
andcloudsof duft, were artfully contrived tomag- 
nify the opinion of his ftrength, t his foldiers fud- 
denly palfed from defpondeney to prefumption 5 
and while ten thoufand voices demanded the 
battle, Belifarius diffembled his knowledge, that 
in the hour of trial he muft depend on the firm- 
nefs of three hundred veterans.. The next morn- 
ing the Bulgarian cavalry advanced to the chaige. 
But they heard the fbouts of multitudes, they be- 
held the aciM and difcipBnjer of the front j they 
were affaulited 0® th© flanks two ambnfcaides 
which rofe from the woods ; their foreraoft war- 
riors fell by the hand of the aged hero and his 
guards 5 and. the fwiftnefs of their evolutions was 
tendered nfelefs by the clofe attack and rapid 
purfuit of the lomans. In this aaion (fo fpeedy 
was their flight), the Bulgarians loft only four 
hundred horfe; butConftantinoplewasfaved j and 
Zabergan, who felt the hand of a mafter, with- 
drew to a refpefilful diftance. But bis friends ere 
numerous in the council of the Emperor, and Be- 
lifarius obeyed with relu6tance the commands of 
envy and Juftinian, which forbade him to atchieve 
the deliverance of his country. On his return to 
the city, the people, ftill confcious of their danger, 
accompanied his triumph with acclamations of 
joy and gratitude, which were imputed as a 
crime to the . victorious general. But when^hei 

entered 
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entered the palace, tlie courtiers were fiient, and C h a p. 
the Emperor, after a cold and thanklefs embrace, ■ 

difraifl'ed him., to mingle with the train of flaves. 

Yet fo deep was the impreffion of his glory on 
the minds of men, that Juftiniafi, in the feventy- 
feventh year of his age, was encouraged to ad- 
vance near forty miles from the capital, and to 
infpe^ in perfon the reftoration of the long wall. 

The Bulgarians wafted the furamer in the plains 
of Tlirace : but they were inclined to peace by 
the failure of their rafli attempts on Greece and 
the Cherfonefus. A menace of killing their 
prifoners quickened the payment of heavy ran- 
foms ; and the departure of Zabergan was haf- 
tened by the report, that double-prowed veffels 
were built on the Panube to intercept his paf- 
fage. Tlie danger was foon forgotten ; and a 
vain qoeftioa, wliether their fovereign had fliewn 
more wifdom or weaknefs, amufed the idlenefs 
of the city 

About two years after the laft victory of Bell- ffis dJf- 
farius, the Emperor^^ returned from a Thracian 
journey of health, or bufinefs, or devotion. Juf- A.D. j6?:, 
tinian was affli6led by a pain in his head ; and 
his private entry countenanced the rumour of his 
death. Before the third hour of the day, the 
bakers’ fliops were plundered of their bread, the 
houfes were lliut, and every citizen, with hope 
or terror, prepared for the irnpending tuniult. 

The fenators tbemfelves, fearful and fufpicious. 

The Bulgarian war, and the laft vi<ft0ry of Belifariu$, are imper- 
fectly reprefented in the prolix declamation of Agatliias (1. 5. p. 154 
— J74.) and the dry Chronicle of Theophanes (p. 197, 198.}. 
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were convened at the ninth hour ; and the pra- 
fe6t received their commands to vifit every quar- 
ter of the city, and proclaim a general illumina- 
tion for the recovery of the Emperor’s health. 
The ferment fublided; but every accident be- 
trayed theimpotence of the government, and the 
faftious temper of the people : the guacds were 
difpofed to mutiny as often as their quarters were 
changed, or their pay was withheld: the’frequent 
calamities of fires and earthquakes afibrded the 
opportunities of diforder; the difputes of the 
blues and greens, or the orthodox and heretics, 
degenerated into bloody battles ; and in the pre- 
fence of thePerfian ambaffador, Juftinian blufhed 
for himfelf and for his fubjefits. Capricious par- 
don and‘ arbitrary, punifliment embittered .the 
irkfomenefs and difcontent of a long reign : a 
confpiracy was formed in the palace ; and, unlefs 
we are deceived by the names of Marcellus and 
Sergius, the moll virtuous and the moll profligate 
of the courtiers were alTociated in the fame de- 
figns. They had fixed the time of the execution j 
their rank gave them accefs to the royal banquet j 
and their black Haves were llationed in the vefti- 
bule and porticoes, to announce the death of the 
tyrant, and to excite a fedition in the capital. But 
the iqdifcyetion of an accomplice faved the poor 

IvJfe??- They could fcarcely be real Indians; and the ./Ethio- 
pians, fometlmes known by that name, were never ufed by the an- 
cients as guards or followers : they were the trifling, though coftly, 
objedls of female and royal luxury (Terent. Eunuch. a<fl: i. fcene ii. 
Sueton. in Auguft. €*.83. with a good mte of Cafaubon, in Caligula, 

remnant 
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remnant of the days of Juftinian. The confpi- c hap. 
rators were detected and feized,with daggers hid- . ^ * ■ 

den under their garments ; Marcellus died by his 
own hand, and Sergius was dragged /rom the 
fandluary PrelTed by remorfe, or tempted by 
the hopes of fafety, he accufed two officers of the 
houfehold of Belifarius ; and torture forced them 
todeclarethattheyhadadledaccordihgtothefe- 
cret inllrudlions of their patron Pofteritywill 
not haflily believe that an hero who, in the vigour 
of life, had difdained the faireft offers of ambition 
and revenge, fliould Hoop to the murder of his 
prince, whom he could not long expefit to furvive. 

His followers were impatient to fly ; but flight 
muff have been fupported by rebellion, and he 
had lived enough for nature and for gloiy. Beli- A. D. 563. 
farius appeared before the council with lefe fear 
than indignation : after forty years’ fervice, the 
Emperor had prejudged bis guilt'j and injuffice 
was fandlified by the prefence and authority of 
the Patriarch. The life of Belifarius was gra- 
cioufly fpared; but his fortunes were fequeffered, 
and from December to July, he was guarded as 
a prifoner in his own palace. At length his in- a. d. $ 64 . 
nocence was acknowledged ; his freedom and * 9 - 
honours were reffored ; and death, which might 
be haffened by refentment and grief, removed A.D.J65. 

March 13* 

The Sergius (Vandal. Lii. c. 3ta. Anecdot. and Marcel- 
Jus (Goth. 1. ui, c. 3a.) are mentioned by Procopius, See Theophanes, 
p. 197, 201, 

Aiemannus (p. 3.) quotes an old Byzantine MS. wtich has been 
printed in the Imperium Orientale of Bandun. 
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CHAP, him from the world about eight months after his 
, . deliverance. The name of Belifarius can never 

die : but inftead of the funeral, the monuments, 
the ftatues, fo jullly due to his memory, I only 
read, that his treafures, the fpoils of the Goths 
and Vandals, were immediately confifcated by 
tile Emperor. Some decent portion was re- 
ferved, however, for the ufe of his widow ; and 
as Antonina hjid much to repent, Ihe devoted 
the laft remains of her life and fortune to the 
foundation of a convent. Such is the Ample and 
genuine narrative of the fall of Belifarius and the 
ingratitude of Jullinian®®. That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to beg his 
bread, “ Give a penny to Belifarius the general!” 
is a times'!*?, which has obtained 

Of the difgrace aud reftoration of Belifarius, the genuine original 
record is preferved in the fragment of John Malala, tom. ii. p. 234 — 
243.) and the exadt Chronicle of Theophaiies (p. 194 — 204.)* Cedre- 
nus (Compend. p. 387, 388.) and Zonaras (tom.ii. I. xiv. p. 69.) feem 
to hefitate between the obfolete truth and the growing falfehood. 

The fource of this idle fable may be derived from a mifcellaneous 
work of the xiith century, the Chiliads of John Tzetzes, a monk (Ba- 
fil, 35546, adcalcem I-ycophront, Colon. Allobrog. 1614. in Corp. Poet. 
Grsec.). He relates the blindnefs and beggary of Belifarius in ten vulgar 
or political (Chiliad iii. W 88. 339 — 348. in Cbrp. Poet. Grsec, 
tom. ii. p. 3JI.3. 

ExTrftjptw Tw pXtM 

cfSoXov ^OTE Tw 

s^o|cit<7Ei, <»7roTy<pXc3t ^^6 <^ovo^» 

This moral or romantic tale was imported into Italy with the language 
and manufcripts of Greece; repeated before the end of the xvth cen- 
tury by Crinitus, Pontanus, and Volaterranus; attacked by Alciat, for 
the honour of the law; and defended by Baronins (A. B. 561, N' 2, 
&c. for the honour of the church. Yet Tzetzes himfelf had read in 
ciuronicies, that Belifarius did not iofe his %ht, and that he reco^ 
yered his fame and fortunes, 

-A* , 
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credit, or rather favour, as a ftrangc example of c H A P. 
the viciffitudes of fortune 

If the Empergr could rejoice in the death of Death and 
Belifarius, he enjoyed -the bafe fatisfafilion only 
eight months, the laft-period of a reign of thirty- nia„, 
eight, and a life of eighty-three years. It would 
be difficult to trace the chara^r itf^a prince 
who is not the moft confpicuous obje^ ^ Jiis 
own times: but the confeffions of an enemy may- 
be received as the fafeft. evidence of his virtues. 

The refemblance of Juftinian to the bull of 
Domitian, is malicioufly ui'ged ” ; with the ac- 
knowledgment, however, of a well-proportioned 
figure, a ruddy complexion, and a pleating coun- 
tenance. The Emperor was eafy of accefs, pa- 
tient of hearing, courteous and affable in diC- 
courfe, and a mafter of the angry paffions, which 
rage with fuch deftra3;ive violence the breaft 
of a d«fpot. Procopius praifes hit teS^r to re- 
proach him with calm and deliberate crhelty ; 
but in the confpiracies which attacked his au- 
thority and perfon, a more candid judge will 
approve the juftice or admire the clemency of 

The ftatue in the villa Borghefe at Rome, in a fitting pofture, with 
an open hand, which is vulgarly given to Belifarius, may be afcribed 
with more dignity to Auguftus in the a< 5 l of propitiating Nemefis (Win- 
kelman, Hift. de TArt. tom. lii. p. :^66.). Ex no<£lurno vifu etiam fti- 
pem, quotannis, die certo, emendicabat a populo, cavam manum alifes 
porrigentibus prsebens (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 91. with an excellent note 

ofcSkicm)* 

The rtdcr of Domitian is fiigmatlfed, quaintly enough, by the pen 
of Tacitus (in Vk. AgricoL c.45.) ; and has been likewile noticed by 
the younger Pliny (Panegyr. c. 48.) and Sue(orfius (in Domitian, c. 18. 
and Cafaubon ad locum.). Procopius (AnecdoU c. 8.) foolilhly believes 
that only on^ bufi: of pqmitmn had reached the vith century. 

Juftinian. 
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CHAP. Juflinian. He excelled in the private virtues of 
jXLni. chaftity and temperance : but the impartial love 
( , beauty would have been lefs raifchievous than 

his conjugal tendernefs for Theodora j and his 
abflemious diet was regulated, not by the pru- 
dence of a philofopber, but the fuperftition of a 
monk. His repafts were fhort and frugal: on 
folemn fafts, he contented himfelf with water and 
vegetables ; and fuch was his ftrength, as well as 
fervour, that he frequently paffed two days, and 
as many nights, without tafting any food. The 
meafure of his deep was not lefs rigorous : after 
the repofe of a fingle hour, the body was awak- 
ened by the foul, and to the aftonilliinent of his 
chamberlains, Jullinian walked or ftudied till 
the morn*^. light. Such reftlefs. application 
prolonged his time for the acquifition of know- 
ledge and the difpatch of bufinefs ; and he 
might ferioully deferve the reproach of con- 
founding, by minute and prepoflerous diligence, 
the general order of his adminiftration. The 
Emperor profeffed himfelf a mufician and archi- 
tefil, a poet and philofopber, a lawyer and theo- 
logian ; and if he failed in the enterprife of re- 
conciling the Chriftian fefts, the review of the 
Roman jurifprudence is a noble monument of 
his fpirit and induftry. In the government of 
the empire, he was lefs wife or lefs fuccefsful : 
the age was unfortunate; the people was op- 

' The ftudies and fcxence of Juftinian are atteftedbythe confeffion 
(Anecdot. c. 8. i3.)> ftiil more than by the praifes (Gothic. Liii. c. 31. 
de i. Proem, c. 7.) of Procopins. Confult the copious index 

of AIemannus> and read the life of Juftinian by Ludewig (p. 135-— 
i4a.> 
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prefled and difcontented ; Theodora abufed her C H ap, 
power ; a fucceflion of bad minifters dilgraced 
his judgment; and Juftinian was neither beloved 
in his life, nor regretted at his death. The love 
of fame was deeply implanted in his breall, but 
he condefcended to the poor ambition of titles, 
honours, and contemporary praife ; and while he 
laboured to fix the admiration, he forfeited the 
efteem and afFe6lion of the Romans. The defign 
of the African and Italian wars was boldly con- 
ceived and executed; and his, penetration diC- 
covered the talents of Belifarius in the camp, of 
Narfes in the palace. But the name of the Em- 
peror is eclipled by the names of his vi6lorious 
generals ; and Belifarius ftill lives, to upbraid 
the envy and ingratitude of his fovereign. The 
partial favour of mankind applauds the genius of 
a conqueror, who leads ^nd direltgl^ fubjefits in 
the exercife of arms. The charaSbers of Philip 
the Second and of Juftinian are diftinguilhed by 
the cold ambition which delights in war, and 
declines the dangers of the field. Yet a coloflal 
ftatue of bronze reprefented the Emperor on 
horfeback, preparing to march againft the Per- 
fians in the habit and armour of Achilles. In 
the great fquare before the church of St. Sophia, 
this monument was raifed on a brafs column and 
a ftone pedeftal of feven fteps ; and the pillar 
of Theodofius, which weighed feven thoufand 
four hundred pounds of filver, was removed 
from the fame place by the avarice and vanity 
of Juftinian. ,* Future princes were more juft or 
indulgent to his memory ; the elder Andronicua, 

in 
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ia tlie beginning of the fourteenth century, re- 
paired and beautified his equeftrian ftatue ; fince 
the fall of the empire, it has been melted into 
cannon by the vi6lorious l\irks 

I ihall conclude this chapter with the comets, 
the .earthquakes, and the plague, which afto- 
nilhed or afflicted the age of Juftinian. 

I. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the 
month of September, a comet ” was feen during 
twenty days in the weftern quarter of the hea- 
vens, and which Ihot its rays into the north. 
Eight years afterwards, while the fun was in 
Capricorn, another comet appeared to follow in 
the Sagit^j : the fize was gradually increafing ; 
the ftieiweft, and 

it remained vifible above forty days. The na- 
tions who gazed with aflonifliinent, expe6led 
wars and calamities from the baleful influence; 
and thefe expedations were abundantly fulfilled. 
The aftronomers diffembled their ignorance of 
the nature of thefe blazing liars, which they af- 
fedled to reprefent as the floating meteors of 
the air; and few among them embraced the 
fimple notion of Seneca and the Chaldmans, 
that they are only planets of a longer period and 

See in the C.K Chriftiana Ducange (Li. c. 24* 2^'' x.), a chain 
of original teftimonies, fmm Procopius in the vith, to Gyllius in the 
xvith century* 

Thfe firft comet is mentioned by John Malala (tom. ii. p. 190* 
2x9*) and Theophahes (p. 1:54.); the fecond by Procopius (Perfic. L ii. 
c. 4.> I firongly fuTpea their identity* The palenefs of the fun 
(Vandal.1.ii/c.l4*) is applied by Theophanes (p* 158.) to a different 
year* 


XX 


more 


Ot THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 41^ 

ffiore eccentric motion Time and fcienCe have chap, 
juftified the conjefilures and predifilions of the ^ . 
Roman fage : the telefcc^ has opened new 
worlds tQ the eyes of aftronomers ; and, in the 
narrow fpace of hiftory and fable, one and the 
fame comet is already found tO' lw€ revifited 
the earth m /even equal revolu^m»^,af , five 
hundred and feventy five years. The,^^’% 
which afcends beyond the Chriftian sera one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven years, 
is coeval with Ogyges the father of Grecian 
antiquity. And this appearance explains the 
tradition which Varro has preferved, that under 
his reign the planet Venus changed her colour, 
fize, figure, and courfe ; a prodigy without ex- 
ample either in pall or fucceeding ages The 
fecond vifit, in th© year elevqn hundred and 
nineiy 'tferete, is ■A^ly*'impIi0d?li#ds© fable of 
Ele^tra the feventlr "of ‘the Pleiads, have 
been reduced to fix fince the time of the Tregan 

Seneca’s viitli book of JIatnral Queftions difpkys, in tbe theory^ 

©f comets? a philofopbic mmd. Yet fliould we not too candidly con-. 
found a vague prediction, a veniet tempus, &c. with the merit of resd 
difcoveries. 

Aftrononoers may ftudy Newton and Halley. I draw my humble 
icience from the article Comete,, in the French Encyclopedie by 
d’Alembert. 

Whifton, the honelt, pious, vifionary Whiflon, had fancied, for 
the aera of Noah’s flood years before Clmfl), a. prior apyaririon 
of the fame comet which drowned the earth with its tail. ** * 

A difTertation of Freret (Memoires de 1’ Academic des Infcriptions, 
tom. X. p. 357-^377.) affords an happy union of philofophy and erudi- 
tion. The phenomenon in the time of Ogyges was preferyed by Varro’ 

(apud Auguftin* de CivitateDei, xxi. 8.), who quotes Caftor, Dion of 
Naples, and Adraitos of Cyzicus — nobiles mathematici. The two fub- 
fequent periods are preferved fay the Greek mythologifls and tlie fpu- 
rious books of Sibylline rerie's. 
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war. That nymph, the wife of Dardanus, was 
unable to fupport the ruin of her country; 
the abandoned the dances of her lifter orbs, fled 
from the zodiac to the north pole, and obtained, 
from her diflievelled locks, the name of the comet 
The third period expires in the year fix hundred 
and eighteen, a date that exadlly agrees with the 
tremendous comet of the Sibyll, and perhaps 
of Pliny, which arofe in the Weft two genera- 
tions before the reign of Cyrus. The fourth 
apparition, forty-four years liefore the birth ‘of 
Chrift, is of all others the moft fplendid and im- 
portant. After the death of Caefar, a long-haired 
ftar was confpicdous to Rome and to the nations, 
during.the games which were exhibited by young 
Odtavianj'^-'lesilfeaJisA^i^enij!#; -tmcle. 

The vulgar opinion, that it conveyed to heaven 
the divine Ibul of the didlator, was cherilhed 
and confecrated by the piety of a ftatefman : 
while his fecret fuperftition referred the comet to 
the glory of his own times The vifit has 
been already afcribed to the fifth year of Juftinian, 
which coincides with the five hundred and thirty- 
firft of the Chriftian asra." And it may deferve 
notice, that in this, as in the preceding inftance, 
the comet was followed, though at a longer inter- 
val, by a remarkable palenefs of ^e fun. ^The fath 
return, in the year eleven hundred and fix, is 

Pliny (Hift. Nat. li. 23.) Has tranfcribed the original memorial of 
Auguftos. Mairan, in his moft ingenious letters to the P. Parennm> 
.miffitmary in China, rem:)ves the games and the comet of September, 
from the 44 to the year 43, before the Chriftian sera; but I am 
not totally fubdued by the criticifm of the aftrouomer (Opufcules, 


recorded 



recorded by the chronicles of Europe and China; CHAP, 
and in the firll fervour of the Crufades, the ■ > 

Chriftians and the Mahometans might furraife, 
with equal reafon^ that it portended the deftruc- 
tion of the Infidels. Tlie feventh phsenomenon 
of one thoufand lix hundred and eighty was pre- 
fentedto the eyes of an enlightene(isigej°. , The 
philofophy of Bayle difpelled a prejudice which, • 
Milton’s mufe had fo recently adbrned, that the 
comet, “ from its horrid air fliakes pellilence 
and war Its road in the heavens was obferved 
with exquifite {kill by Flamftead and Caffini; 
and the mathematical fcience of Bernoulli, New- 
ton and. Halley, invefligated the laws of its re- 
volutions. At the period, in the year two 
thoufand two hundred and fifty-five, their calcu- 
lations may perhaps be verified ^ by the aftrono- 
fo«he futivrp capital in .^a^S^erian or 
American wilderhefs*- 

II. The near approach of a comet may injur© Earth- 
or deftroy the globe which we inhabit ; but the 
changes on its furface have been hitherto pro- 
duced by the action of volcanoes and earth- 
quakes The nature of the foil may vindicate 

the 

This laft comet was vifible in the month of December 1680. 

Bayle? who began his Penfees fur le Comete in January i6Sij (Oeuvres, 
tom* iii*) was forced to argue that a fupernatural comet would have 
confirmed the ancients in their idolatry, Bernoulli (fee his Eloge, in 
Fontenelie, tom. v. p. 99*) was forced to allow that ike tail, though^ 
not the headj was a Jgn of the wrath of GocL 

Paradife Loft was publifhed in' the year 1667 5 ^he famous 
lines (l.ii. 708, 3 cc.), which ftartled the licenfer, may allude to the re- 
cent comet of 1664, obferved by Caffini at Rome in the prefence of 
Queen Chriftina (Fontenelle, in his Eloge, tom.v. p. 33$.). Had 
Charles IL betrayed any fymptoim of curiofity or fear 2 

For the caufe of earthquakes, fee BufFon (tom, u p. 50a — 536.' 
Supplement h rilift. NatureBe, tom. v, p. 385^ — 390. effition in 4to.) 

Valmont 
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nately advanced and retreatedbeyond its ordinary 
bowds^ suad a mountain was torn from Libflnus 


* -'f:' and 

Valmont de Bomare (Diaionaire d’HiMre Natureile, Tremble mens 
de Terre, Pyrites)^ Watfoxi (Chemical Efiays, tom. L p. 181— 2r09.). 
The earthquakes that Ihook the Roman world in the reign of 
are defcribed or mentiotied by Procopius (Goth, h iv. c. 
Ai^edlpt-c. 3c8.),Agathias (l.u. p. 52'>53>54* p. 145 
Mala-Iat%om p. 140— 146* X7^> I77- iBa- i93- ^^9. 

a33> 4i4‘> Theophanes (p. t 5 %^ iBj. 189. 19X~-J96.). 

*'*- ,An abrupt height, a perpendicular cape -between Aradus and 
lotryv, named by the Greeks and syffpocrw^roy or 

^dte-pcwct^TTov by the fcrupulous Chnftians (Polyb, 1 . y. p. 4t. 

' ,Pomp« 
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and caftinto the waves, where it protected, as a 
mole, the new harbour of Botrys'V in Phoenicia, 
The ftroke that agitates an ant-hill, may crufli the 
infe6l myriads in the dull yet truth mud extort 
a confeffibn, that man has induftrioufly labour- 
ed for his own deftrudlion. Tha inflitution of 
gfeat cities, which include a natioit w^ljin the 
limits of a wall, almoft realizes the wifh 'o?' Ca- 
ligula, that the Roman people had but one neck- 
Two hundred and fifty thoufand perfons are faid 
to have perilhed in the earthquake of Antioch, 
whofe domeflic multitudes were fwelled by the 
conflux of flrangers to the f'eflival of the Afcen- 
iion. The lols of Berytusl^^ was of fmaller ac- 
count, but of much greater value. That city, 
on the coaft of Phoenicia, was iiluftrated by the 
fludy of the civil law,- which ^opened the furefl 
lTO3T357^ei^tij Wd dignity : of Bery- 

tus were filled with the riling fpirits'of tlie age,- 
and many a youth was loll in the earthquake, 
who might have lived to be the fcourge or the 
guardian of his country. In thefe dilidlers, the 
architedl becomes the enemy of mankind. The 
hut of a favage, or the tent of an Arab, may be 

Pompon. Mela, Li. c. 12. p. 87. cum Ifaac VofT, Obfcmt. 
Maundrell, Journey, 3^9 33. Pocock’s Defcriptioii. voL ii. 
g. 990- 

Botrys was founded (itnii. ante Chrifl:. 935 — 903) by ItHobal, 
King Tyre (Marfliam, Canon. Cbrorf. p. 387, 388.). Its poorrepre* 
fentative village of Palrone, is now dellitute of an harbour. 

The uhiyerfity, fplendour, and ruin of Berytus, are celebrated 
by Heineccius (p. 35i “~356.) as an eflential part of the liiftory of the 
Roman law. It was overthrown in the xxvth year of Jullinian, 
D. 5«:i, July 9. (Theoplianes, p. 192.); but Agathias, ( 1 . ii- 
p. 51, 52.) fufpends the earthquake till he has atchieved the Italian- 
war. ' 
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CHAP, thrown down, without injury to the inhabitant j 
, . and the Peruvians had reafon to deride the folly 

of their Spanifli conquerors, who with fo much 
coll and labour eredled their own fepulchres. 
The rich marbles of a patrician are dalhed on 
his own head : a whole people is buried under 
the ruins of public and private edifices, and the 
conflagration is kindled and propagated by the 
innumerable fires which are neceffary for the 
fubfiftence and manufa6lures of a great city. 
InHead of the mutual Ij^mpathy which might 
comfort and affift the diftreffed, they dreadfully 
experience the vices and paffions which are re- 
leafed from the fear of punifhment: the totter- 
ing houfes are pillaged by intrepid avarice; re- 
venge the vic- 

tim ; and the earth often fwallows the alfaffin, or 
the raviflier, in the confummation of their crimes. 
Superllition involves the prefent danger with in- 
\’ifible terrors ; and if the image of death may 
fometimesbe fubfervient to the virtue or repent- 
ance of individuals, an affrighted people is more 
forcibly moved to expedt the end of the world, 
or to deprecate with fervile homage the wrath 
of an avenging Deity. 

Plague— ni. ^Ethiopia and Egypt have been ftigmatif- 
its origin ed in every age, as the original fource and fe- 
a.^:d! 74«' of" plague®'. In a damp, hot, ilag- 

nating air, this African fever isgeneratedfrom the 
putrefaction of animal fubflances, and elpecially 

I have read with plea&re Mead’s ihort, but elegant treatife, con- 
oeming PeftiJential' Diforders, the viiith edition, London, 17a*. 

from 
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from the fwarms of locufts, not lefs deftrufilive c 
to mankind in their death than in their lives. 
The fatal difeafe which depopulated the earth, 
in the time of Juftinian and his fucceffors®®, firft 
appeared in the neighbourhood bf Pelufium, be- 
tween the Serbonian bog and the ejaif ern chan- 
nel of the Nile. From thence, tracing to, it were 
a double path, it fpread to the Eaft, over Syria, 
Perfia, and the Indies, and penetrated to the 
Weft, along the coaft of Africa, and over the 
continent of Europe. In the fprihg of the fe- 
cond year, Conftantinople, during three or four 
months, was vilited by the peftiience ; and Pi'o- 
copius, who obferved its progrefs and fymptoms 
with the eyes of a phyfician*®, has emulated the 
fkill and diligence of Thucydides in the defcrip- 
tion of tlie plague of Athens®”. ' The infedtion 
was^ftrofetimes announced by the; viljons of a 
diftempered fancy, and the victim defpaifed as 
ibon as he had heard the menace and felt the 

The great plague which raged in 54 ^ and the following years 
(Pagi, Critica, tom. ii. p. 518.), muft be traced in Procopias (Perfic I. 
IL c. %%% 33.), Agathias ( 1 . v. p. 153, 154.), Evagrius ( 1 . iv. c. 39.), Paul 
Diaconue ( 1 . ii. c. 4. p. ■77 6# 777»)> Gregory of Tours (tom. ii. 1. iv. 
e. 5 . p. 305 .)> who ftyles it Lues Inguinaria^ and the Chronicles of Vidlor 
‘Tunnunenfiis (p. 9. in Tliesaur. Temporum), of Marcelliniis (p. 54.), 
and of Theophanes (p. X53.). 

Dr. Friend (Hift. Medicin. in Opp. p, 416—430. Lend. 1733) 
is fatisfied that Procopius muft have ftudied phyfic, from his know- 
ledge and ufe of the technical words. Yet many words that are now 
fcientific were common and popular in the Greek idiom. 

See Thucydides, 1 . ii. c. 47 — 54. p. 137* — ^133. edit. Duker, 
and the poetical defeription of the fame plague by Lucretius ( 1 . vi. 
1136 — 1384). I was indebted to Dr. Hunter for an elaborate com- 
mental*)^ on this part of Thucydides, a quarto of 600 pages (Venet. 
1603, a-pud Juntas), which was pronounced in St* Mark’s library, by 
Fabius FauUinus Utinenfisj a phyf^ian and philofopher* 

E E 2 ftroke 
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ftroke of an invifible fpe6lre. But the greater 
number, iu their beds, in the ftreets, in their 
ufual occupation, were furprifed by a flight fever; 
fo flight, indeed, that neither the pulfe nor the 
colour of the patient gave any figns of the ap- 
proaching danger. The fame, the next, or the 
fucceeding day, it was declared by the fwelling 
of the glands, particularly thofe of the groin, of 
the arm-pits, and under the ear and when thefe 
buboes dr tumours were opened, they were found 
to contain a coal, or black fubftance, of the fize 
of a lentil. If they came to a juft fwelling and 
fuppuration, the patient was faved by this kind 
and natural difcharge of the morbid humour. 
But if they continued hard and dry, a mortifica- 
tion quickry*lft^!tosAf"^»d4he, fifth, day was cona- 
monly the term of his life. The fever was often 
accompanied with lethargy or delirium ; the 
bodies of the fick were covered with black puf- 
tules or carbuncles, the fymptoms of immediate 
death ; and in the conftitutions too feeble to 
produce an eruption, the vomiting of blood 
was followed by a mortification of the bowels. 
To pregnant women the plague wap generally 
mortal : yet one infant was drawn alive from his 
dead mother, and three mothers furvived the 
Jofs of their infedled foetus. Youth was the moft 
perilous feafon ; and the female fex w'as lefs fuf- 
ceptible than the male ; but eyery rank and pro- 
feffion was attacked with indifcriminate rage, and 
many of thofe who efcaped were deprived of the 
pfp of their Q)eech, without being fecure from a 

1 1 returq 
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return of tlisdiforder’^ The phyficians of Con- chap. 
flantinople were zealous and fldiful: but their j 

art was baffled by the various fymptoms and per- 
tinacious vehemence of the difeafe: the fame 
remedies wer e produ6tive of contrary effects, and 
the event capricioufly difappomted their prog- 
noftics of death or recovery. order of 

funerals, and the right of fepulchres, con- 
founded; thofe who were left without friends 
or fervants, lay unburied in the ftreets, or in 
their defolate houfes ; and a magillrate was au- 
thorized to colle6l the promifcuous heaps of 
dead bodies, to tranfport them by land or water, 
and to enter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
cincts of the city. Their own danger, and the 
profpeCt of public diftrefs, awakened fome re- 
morfe in the minds of the, moft vicious of raan- 
ErMy confidence of hehlth again revived 
their palfions and habits ; but phiMophy muft 
difdain the obfervation of Procopius, that the 
lives of fuch men were guarded by the peculiar 
favour of fortune or providence. He forgot, or 
perhaps he fecretly recolleCted, that the plague 
had touched the perfon of Juftinian hirafelf; 
but the abllemious diet of the Emperor may fug- 
ged, as in the cafe of Socrates, a more rational 
an4 honourable caufe for his recovery Dur- 

- , ing 

Tliucydides (c. 5 1.,) affirms, that the infe£i-ion could only be 

once taken but Evagrius, who had family experience of the plague, 

obferves, that fome perfons, who had efcaped the Srft, funk under the 
fecond attack; and this repetition is confirmed by Fabius PauIIinus 
{p. 5S8*). I obferve that on this head phyficians are divided : and ♦ 
nature and operation of the difeafe may not always be fin^ilar, 
f It was thus that Socrates had been laved by his temperance, in 

the 
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ing his ficknefs, the public confteniation was 
exprelTed in the habits of the citizens ; and their 
idlenefs and defpondence occalioned a general 
fcarcity in the capital of the Eaft. 

Contagion is the infeparable fymptom of the 
plague : which, by mutual refpiration, is tranf- 
fufed from the infedled perfons to the lungs and 
flomach of thofe who approach them. While 
philofophers believe and tremble, it is Angular, 
that the exiflence of a real danger ftiould have 
been denied by a people moll prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors’^ Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were fatisfied, by fome fhort and par- 
tial experience, that the infedbion could not be 
gained by the clofell converfation^; and this 

of friends 
whom in- 
human prudence would have condemned to foli- 
tude and defpair. But the fatal fecurity, like 
the predellination of the Turks, mull have aided 
the progrefe of the contagion, and thofe falutary 
precautions to which Europe is indebted for her 
Ikfety, were unknown to the government of Jul- 

the plague of Athens (AuL Gellius, No(Sl. Attic, ii. r.). Dr. Mead ac- 
counts for -iSie pecuUaar ^felubrity of -religious houfes, by the two advan- 
of feclufion.and abftinence (p. i 8 , 19.)* 

Mead p^!?e$.t;hat the plague is contagious, from Thucydides, Lu- 
cretius, Aiiftotle, Oaien, and common experience (p. 10 — ao); and he 
refutes (Preface, p. ii — xiii.) the contrary' opinion of the French phy- 
ficians whovifited Marfeilles in the year 1730. Yet thefe were the 
recent and -enlightened fpe< 51 :at€«^ of a plague which, in a few months, 
ij&xre^pt away 50:^0^^ inhabitants (fur la Pefte de hfefeille, Paris, 1786) 
-of a.t%r.that, in the 'prefent hour of -prcCperity and trade, contains no 
aoaore ^0,000 Cotfls (Meeker, fur les Finances, tom. i.p. 231.}. 

The ftrong^afTertions of Procopius — iirs tarpy yap 

—•are overthrowp bylhe fnbfeqnent experience of Eyagrius. 

‘ tinian* 
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tinian. No reftraints were impofed on the free C JI A P. 
and frequent intercourfe of the Roman pro- 
vinces from Perfia to France, the nations were 
mingled and infe6led hy ivars a^d emigrations; 
and the peftilential odour whichHnrks for years 
in a bale of cotton, was importedV% the abufe 
of trade, into the moft diflant regions, "^few^ode 
of its propagation is explained by the remark of 
Procopius himfelf, that it always fpread from the 
fea-coaft to the inland country ; the moft fe- 
queftered iflands and mountains were fucceflive- 
ly vifited •, the places which had efcaped the 
fury of its firft paftage, were alone expofed to 
the contagion of the enfuing year. The winds 
might diffufe that fubtle venom ; but unlefs the 
atmolphere be prsvioufly difpofed for its recep- 
-tion the plague would foott expire in the cold 


or temperate climates of the eartli'j’^SjiJ^was 
the univerfal corruption of the air, that the’pef- 
tilence which burft forth in the fifteenth year of 
Juftinian was not checked or alleviated byany dif- 
ference of the feafons. In time, its firft malig- 
nity was abated and difperfedj the difeafe al- 
ternately languiflied and revived ; but it was 
not tiU the end of a calamitous period of fifty- 
two years, that mankind recovered their health, 
or the air refumed its pure and falubrious quality. 
Nofafils have been preferved to fuftain an ac- 
count, dr even a conjedture, of the numbers that 
periihed in this extraordinary mortality. I only 
find, that during three months, five, and at length 
ten thoufand perfons died each day at Conilan- 
tinople } that many cities of the Eaft were left 

vacant^ 
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